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The English East India Company establish « Faetory at 
Putnti, A* D. IttSO. 

XT was daring tjie period 'that Afzul Khan governed Behafe 
and IbrnUm Khan, Bengal, that the English first visited these 
provinces. Some years previous. to this timet agents had 
been sent, overland, from Surat to Agra, where they had 
established a. factory ; and, on their representation, two per* 
sons were sent .(A. D. 1620) to Patna, to purchase cloths, 
and to establish a house of business in that city j but the great, 
expense of Jandrcarriage first to Agra, and then to Surat,, sot 
epqoanced the price of the articles, that in the following yeai r 
the trade was abandoned.* 



*-!*• M*nr§, Hagkttatf Parker's Letter Vol. U*t ladilftecet*, 
A* D. 1680, 
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8utto* £^g^'4)*0&tf 6«**tfs* Ttkti&r* the seat of 
Government to RafmtAel— Appoints kk fikther-in~law to 
be his Deputy at Dacca — Account of Mr. Boughton, an 
English Surgeon, who obtained considerable privileges for 
his nation. 



JEL 



rfARLY in the year ltM£, Sultan Shujaa, the second son of 
the Erqpe/or Sh^h Jehan, then twenty-four years of age, 
took possession of* the government. ?f Bengal; but %fe father* 
fearing to tru«> him. w&ktoo muak powm, co rtfe a te d the 
government of Behar en Shaista Khan, the son*" of the vizier 
Asuf Jah, and nephew of Nbor J'ehan. 

Shujaa again tranferr^py the $&# of government to Raj- 
mahel (termed, in the records of *that time, Ahbarnagwr)^ 
and built there an elegant palace, some of the rooms of which, 
are jet standing. • He also strengthened the fortifications, 
w^ehhAd;*8eU: W*#4 by ifija.Wkn Sag; mm* evaded 
large suras of money in rendering the city worthy of his resi- 
dence; but, the following^ year, nearly the whole of the city, 
and the principal part n\ the;3p^*j were destroyed by a, 
dreadful conflagration, in which many lives were lost, and the 
fitmily of the Prince with difficulty escaped. 

About She, S W*P } t§ W^lfr* currepfc of the. Ofengfisu ch angei 
its bed, and poured its torrents against the walls of the new* 
capital, washing away many of the stately edifices. 

Previous to that time, the- eours^of the Ganges was a!on£ 
the northern bank* running* under the walls of Gour; but 
since that period,, it p*tH» £tc t +wa nt s against the rocks of 
Bajmahel^. forming eddies and whirlpools, dangerous to the 
iiicaptiousorhTi^iki^trafBllar,*^ «' 

In consequence oft th4 youth \*a& inexperience of Shujaa, 
the JEmperor took the- precaution of sepding with him Aazira.. 
Kh^n, who had been Governor of Bengal 1 for nearly five yearay 
*md to whose daughter the Prince was lately married as his, 
^hief; counsellor and adviser \ biijj; Shujaa* either wishing to, 
make him a handsome provfsipn, or to be freed from 'the *su*.> 
{term tendance of hh father-in-law, appointed that nobleman- to 
veside as his deputy atPacca; but he, beings shortly disgust- 
ad with that situation, was, by his own request, removed to 
the government of AUabaJjad*: whence he was transferred to 
Joanpore, and died there, in the ye$r 1§59, aged severity^six- 
years. He was buried in his own garden, in the vicinity of that 

• tee Asiatic Aetearchei, Vol. v. p. 971, 8vo edit. 
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The tarty part' o# Sultan Shujta't government «m distnv* 
guided by bit condescension to the English ; and by hie 
granting titer* permission to establish factories, both at Bad- 
Uaero and at Boo§Ty f but their ships were aet yet permitted 
la enter the Qangea. 

The eauaeof this partiality to a nation which was destined 
*» become the nwai power, and ultimately the support of the 
descendants of Timouc, is thus satisfactorily accoanted for, 

In thle yea* ef the Hegira 1 &k8 y a daughter of the Emperor 
Shah Jehan haviogh been dreadfully burnt, by her clothes. 
eatehiac'fire > an eapraas was sent to Surat, through the recom- 
mendation of the vtaier Assud Khan* to desire the assistance of 
an European Hhrgaeit. For this service- the Coauioil at Surat 
nominated Mr. Gabriel Bough-ton* surgeon of the ship Hopt+ 
meM; who immediately proceeded to the Emperor's camp* then 
in the Dekkan, and had the good fortune to ewe the young 
Princess of the effects of her accident. Mr. Bough ton, in 
consequence, became a great favourite at Court ; arid having: 
been desired to name his reward, he with that liberality which, 
characterizes Britons,, sought not for any private emolument f 
But solicited that his nation might have liberty to trade, free* 
of all duties* to Bengal, and to establish factories in that 
country. His request was complied with, and he was fur- 
nished with the means of travelling across die country to 
Bengal. Upon his arrival in that province, he proceeded, to 
Pfpley ; and, in the year 1648, an English ship happening* to- 
arrive in that port, be, in virtue of the Emperor's firman*, and 
the privileges granted to him, negociated the whole of the- 
concerns of that vessel without the payment of any duties. 

In the following year, the Prince Sbiijaa, having tafceiv 
possession of the government, Mr. Bough ton proceeded' to. 
RajmaheU to pay his. respects to his Royal Highness : he was 
most graciously received - t and one of the ladies of the harhrm 
being then indisposed with a complaint in her side, the Eng- 
lish surgeon was again employed, and had the good for-, 
tune to accelerate her recovery. Owing to, this event, Mr. 
Bough ton.was held in high estimation at the Court of Raj* 
mahel ; and, by his influence with the Princfc> was enabled 
to carry into effect the orders, of the Emperor, which might 
otherwise have been cavilled at, or, by some underhand me- 
thod, have been rendered nugatory.- 

In the year 1650, the same ship returned- -from England,, 
and brought out a Mr. Brid^eman, and some other person^ 

• I was not able t* find a copy of this fl man among- the Indian Re- 
cards; but Mf. Bface mentions tbat H Ula* (be State- paper Otter, ant 
if dated Feb. 8, 1#XM. 
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for the purpose of establishing factories tar Bengal. l^Tr. 
Bought on, having represented the circumstance to the Prince, 
was ordered to send , for Mr. Bridgeman : that gentleman* in 
consequence,, went to Rajmahel, was introduced to the Prince, 
and obtained an order to establish, in addition to that at 
Pipley, factories at Ballasore and Hoogly*. Some time after 
this event, Mr. Bough ton died j but the Prince still continued 
his liberality and kindness to the English. 

For eight year'* Shujaa ruled Bengal, with great justice and 
propriety j but aa Shah Jehan made it a practice to change 
his governors frequently, and was jealous of the power and 
authority he had himself conferred on his sons, he, in the year 
1657, sent an order to the Prince, to deliver over the govern- 
ment to the Nuwab Aitcad Khan, and to repair to Court, as 
he «as anxious again to have the pleasure of seeing him* after 
*o long an absence. 



Skaistn Khan re-appointed to the Government— Enforces the 
Jizia, or poll-tax —Destroys several Hindoo temples — The 
English, obtain an Imperial Firman, or order for trade— , 
The factories in Bengal made independent of Madras — 
Mr, Hedges appointed Governor of the Company s settle- 
ments in Bengal — The Royal finnan proves defective— -Ac* 
count of the rebellion of the Zemindar of Behar — The Com* 
panys Governor applies to the Nuwab for permission to erect 
a fort on the bank of the Ganges — The Nuwab refuses, and 
insists upon the English paying the same duties they did at . 
Sural — Disputes m consequence— ~T%e East-India Company 
obtain the sanction of King James II. to make war on the 
Nuwab of Bengal and the Emperor of Ilipdoostan — An ex- 
pedition is fitted out y in England, to attack Chittagong— 
Instructions to the Admiral — Failure of the expedition— 
^Causes explained — An affray between the English and 
Mogul troops at Hoogly — The Admiral cannonades and 
sets fire to the town — The Foujedar requests a suspension . 
of hostilities, and enters into a convention — The Nuwab re 
fuses to ratify the convention— Orders all the English fac- 
tories to be confiscated \ and sends an army to expel them 
from the country— -The English retreat to Suttanutty— 
.The Dutch and French take advantage of the dispute— 
The English anxious to make peace — The Nuwab sends 
three Commissioners from Dacca to settle terms, but at the 
same time reinforces the army at Hoogly— The English re- 



* fee EaaUloiia Records, Vol. xir. p. **. 
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treat to Hidgelee— Description af that plave~-Consefuence* 
" of the retreat— Tke Nuwab offer* to make peace— Trealg 
signed— The English return to Suttanutty — The Company 
disapprove of the treaty, and resolve to prosecute the war-** 
A line- of* battle ship and a frigate despatched to India . 
mder the command of Captain Heath— 'the Nuwab renew* 
his oppression of the English. The reinforcement arrives from 
England—Captain Heath resolves, in opposition to the 
wishes of Mr. Charnoch, to recommence the uar— Orders 
all the Company's servants to embark on board the fleet—* 
Sets sail, and arrives at Ballasore — Attache and plunders 
that town — Sets sail for Chittagong— Finds that place tost 
strong to be attacked— Agrees to enter into a negotiation 
again with the Nuwab; but, before an ansuser could arrive* 
proceeds to Arracan, and offers proposals to the Raja*~t 
Without waiting for an answer, tails to Madras — The Em- 
peror orders the English to be expelled from his dominions 
—The Nuwab Skaista Khan requests permission to resign 
his government — Quits Bengal-^Dies* 

f^FNthe same day that orders were despatched tofecallSnk 
tan Mohammed Aaztfn to Court, the Nuwab Skaista Khan 
was re-appointed to the government of Bengal % and arrived 
at Dacca about the end of the year l«f>0. 

I minted iat€?ty after Shaista Khan's return to Bengal, be w*| 
compelled, in obedience to the regulations of Auruns zebe, to 
enforce the/isici, or poll-tax, from the Hindoos* % which cir* 
t?u instance rendered both htm and the t Emperor very unpopular 
throughout the province. At Hoogfy, his officers demanded 
payment of this tax by aliEuropean* and other Christians-; 
but the Dutch and English refuting to pay it, the demand was 
tnodiBed into a present of Persian horses for the Nuwab V use. 

About the same period, a number of the Hindoo tawpieg 
were destroyed ; and Roy MalHck Cband, a.Hindooof rank 
who was accused of having committed some frauds in the re* 
tgmie'departtnent, was confined in irons, and. threatened to be 
sent in that state to the Emperor, unfofts he consented to *u*tt 
Mohairimedat*. The object of this thueat was merely to eatdi* 
fnoney 5 but the parsknonkms and persevering Hindoo peatthnf 
ed long in confinement, without complying with their wishes; 
arid w*s at length liberated, at the intercession of Prince 
Moframtned Aaznn, to whom lie avui known. ••.-<• 



' *Ti« Jlsfa was «|per mw*s*<«* •« *<**«*> ™l** k >******* 
fetal; wetef efkCMed. Otriitiaii #aH H par cent, «*W»i*l amir m 
4heir commerce. J Jl -"- 
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The factors of the English Company, having foBtid it exceed- 
ingly troublesome and expensive to procure a fresh order for 
freedom of trade from every succeeding Governor, had, upon 
the removal of Shaista Khan, sent an agent with him to tho 
Emperor's camp, to solicit an Imperial firman^ to settle this 
business for ever; and the agent, after much expense and 
perseverance, succeeded in procuring the Emperor's order, 
Xvith which he returned to Hoogly, on the 8th of July 1690. 
The English factors, wishing to make a great display of their 
success, caused the firman to- be received with much ceremony, 
and to be saluted with three hundred guns, from the factory 
and the ships anchored opposite the town% 

The great increase'of the Bengal investments, and the pro- 
curing of" the Imperial firman, induced the Company to render 
Bengal independent of Madras y and, inconsequence, they ap- 
pointed Mr. Hedges, one of their Directors, to be chief agent, 
or Governor, of all their affairs* in the Bay of Bengal, and tall 
other factories subordinate thereto. His residence was fixed- 
at Hoogly ; and, in order to give dignity to -the office, a gulrd 
of a corporal and twenty European soldiers was sent from Forjt 
St. 'George, for his protection. This was the first military 
establishment of the Company in Bengal; and the foundatioa 
of the English power in that country*. But as the Imperial 
firman was purposely drawn out in a vague and obscure style,, 
it soon gave rue to, disputes, and. involved their affairs in 
•difficulty. . .. 

Some other circumstances also occurred about this time,. 
which added much to the embarrassments of the English. In 
the year i 695, a young man, Calling himself the son of Sultan 
Shujaa, made his appearance at Patna ; who pretended he had, 
With much difficulty, effected his escape from Arracanjand 
called upon the people to espouse hU cause : but Syf Khan, the 
governor of Behar, obtaining intelligence of the circumstance 
Before he could procure any partisans iq his favour, seized him, 
•and put him in irons. 

A few days after this event, Gangararo,.the zemindar of Be- 
har, rebelled; and, having collected a number offollpwers, 
plundered the city of Behar. Immediately after, he advanced 
to Pa na ; giving out that the Prince Akbarf, who in the pre** 
ceding year had rebelled against his Jather, had taken refuge 
■with him $ .and exhorting all those who were dissatisfied with, 
the present government; to join the standard of , the young 

*- ' ■■' ■■ ' ■' " m i n . i iii., [ W i i . . . . n ,i. , ■ ^ 

f * TeaVolda repetition of rofortnecs, ike reader is informed, t bat 
oeacly . the whole of thj$ chapter ia :taken frqu Oram's tpdoiOMi,' and 
Bruce'a Annals of the East-India Company. '* ., . , 

t Sec Ornc't .Historical frajmenti, A. D.* 1681.. ' ' 
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prince: The Nuwab, who was detested for bis tyrannical dis- 
position, and who had neglected to keep up a proper esta- 
blishment of troops, was so much alarmed, that he had not the 
courage to meet the rebels, but shut himself up in the city; 
the fortifications of which being very deficient, the inhabitants* 
were excessively alarmed, and the merchants sent off all their, 
most valuable property. The siege continued for some time,; 
but owing more to the awkwardness of the assailants than to 
the courage of the garrison,, the former failed, in their attempt,: 
and were obliged to content themselves : with the plunder of the 
adjacent villages. Some of the. seldiejss of the garrison, how* 
ever, commiserating the situation of s the. pretended *on of Shu- 
jaa, struck off his irons, and permitted him* to escape to the 
rebels ; which added strength to their party, and increased the 
8uspicions*and. alarm of the Governor, At length, re-inforce- 
ments arriving- from Benaraa and Dacca>. the. rebels dispersed, 
and the gates of the ciiy were again opened. 

During the period of this disturbance, Mr. Peacock,, and 
the other English gentlemen, continued to- reside unmolested at 
their factor? at Singee,. distant ten or twelve miles from Patna, 
among* the saltpetre grounds , which circumstance inducing the, 
Nuwab to suspect they were in league with the rebels, he not' 
only forbad them purchasing anymore saltpetre that year^, 
but threw Mr. Peacock into prison-; whence it was with, much 
difficulty and intercession that he was released. • ,; 

The affairs of the Company had also,. fo*» several years, bee% 
much annoyed by the interference of other British subjects ; in* 
consequence of which, the Governor at Hoogly, M r - Gyfford,. 
in the year 1697, made an application, h* the name of tV«e> 
Company, to the- Nuwab Shaista Khan, for permission to erect 
» fortification in the mouth, or on the banks, of the Ganges—*- 
to prevent the ships of those persons, whom they denominated, 
interlopers, from entering the river ; and for the better protec-v 
tion of their own property. But the Nuwab- was too experien-v 
ceda statesman to trust foreigners with such power ; he not, 
only refused. the request,, but insisted, notwithstanding : t,he< 
Emperor s firman, up© a the English paying three and" a half 
per cent, duties upon all their imports, instead of the anpu,ai 
sum of 3000ru£«>es, which they had. formerly paid. , 

This circumstance, aggravated by the oppressions of the* 
Foujedar* oi\Gossim bazars broMght on a dispute between tha 
Nuwab and the English, which so injured the trade of the latter* 
that their ahipswere obliged tolsave Bengal without obtaining 
cargoes.. The .Nuwab, nevertheless scaled tbeaffaifainsucji 
fc.ligbt to.Jthe Emperor, a% much*ewte<i>jsarigpr agajn^tha 
EngUsb. -. t r., ..:'!(>.' • i . . . ..,-,. » : ,.- ' . . . \ 

.• Whilst th* winds of $aph party were thus exasperated, them 
aeemed to be no otl^er rea^4y f° r the English than^-either tc* 

f. Military Governor, 
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relinquish the trade to Bengal entirely 5 or, by havwg recourse: 
to arms, to effect by force what they could not obtain by 
entreaty. 

The East-India Company censured their agent in Bengal 
for baring been too sub miss ire to the despot ; and directed the 
Governor of Fort St. George to make strenuous application to 
the Emperor for a firman, or order, permitting the English to 
occupy one of the uninhabited islands in the Ganges 5 also to 
fortify the port of Hidgelee, on the western bank of that river, 
that then* agents, in future, might not be subjected to the im- 
positions of die Nuwab, or hn inferior officers. 

But as it was highly improbable that such a proposition 
would be acceded to, the Company obtained the sanction of 
King James II. to retaliate the injuries they had sustained, and 
to reimburse themselves for the loss of their privileges in Ben- 
gal, by hostilities against the Nuwab, and bis master the great 
Aurungzebe. 

To effect this object, an expedition was fitted out in Eng- 
fifnd, consisting often ships of war, carrying from twelve to 
seventy guns each, under the command of Vice-admiral Ntchok 
don 5 and on board these ships was embarked & regiment of 
she hundred soldiers, which on its arrival at Madras, was to be 
augmented, from that garrison, to one thousand men. 
■ Admiral Nicholson was instructed, first to proceed to Bal- 
lasore; and having brought away the Company's agents front 
tfterice, he was then to continue his. voyage toChittagong, on 
t^ie eastern side of the Bay of Bengal 5 and, having taken pot* 
session of that port, to fortify it in the best possible manner * 
fbr which purpose two hundred pieces of cannon were sent o» 
board the fleet : and in order to facilitate this enterprise, and 
toforward the future views of the Company, the Admiral was 
directed to enter into a treaty of alliance with the Raja of Airav 
■can 5 who, it was supposed, would readily co-operate with the 
English, from his animosity to the Mogul government, with 
whom he had been frequently engaged in war, and who hsa 
rebently wrested from him thatpart of his dominions. 

The Admiral was further instructed, to enter into terms with 
tfhe'Hrndbb chiefs, or zemindars, in that neighborhood $ toes* 
tablish a mint : to collect a revenue y and, in short, to render 
Chlttagong a phce of itrms for the English on the eastern 
side of the Bay of Bengal, as Ftift St. George was on the wee* 
tern shore. , . 

As soon as this object should fee accomplished, tfie troops* 
4fnd* smallest -vessels, were to proceed against Dacca ; and, as 
ft was presumed the Nuwab and his **»y vtejuM- dbshdert that 
city, peace was then to be offered to him, on the foHowiuJ; 
conditions: That he- should cede the ' chjf alid« [ tewitor^ of 
Chittagong to the Company, and pay the debts due to 1 
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J^hU^tyecU* That he should allow the rupees coined a$ 
£h*ttagong to pass current in .Qengal j and restore to thp 
EnghVb all the privileges they 5* ere entitled to from the firmans- 
pfforrnc? Emperors. That each party should bear their res- 
pective joshes god expenses in the war ; and that this treaty 
should gratified by the Emperor, and the President (of the 
J^gli^i.rjataooJ^tSura^, # 

. Jjiit m it might be considered ungenerous to make such an 
att&ok without some previous notice, the Admiral was furnished 
ytiib lexers ftpni^he Company, addressed to the Nuwab and 
to the Emperor j explaining jhp grievances . the English had 
anMa#Qed,;.t>y the bceacttof tlys firman^ und?r which they had 
8«> Mm .-ftctetfj by the geiwyre of ftb^ir property j.and by the 
K^teA&SMwtions jwade.frojp (their ag^n^ 
♦ v jflh|# Stfiflt§& if ^qtrasb, enterprise wa$ defeated by several 
ut^^en ; a?cj4ent&;, the fleet was long drained by contrary 
winds.; to wa$ dispersed during th^ voyage > and several of 
the, ships* in^ead ,9f proceeding to Chittagongi .. entered the 
western branch of the Ganges, and anci?pi;ed at Hoogly. 
. In jtfe. nHajtfimfo the/]}$ap>a« ijoveranjent had senj. rq* net} 
480*ftWief§ ! an4 had directed Mr. ^hjarqock to raise a second 
C4»wp^>y,of Pprt^ae^.iirfaouy, fa be officered ty tbeCpin* 
pauy'* servants* 

: J*e awiva] t p? fwb a-fprce* in the Ganges immediately* 
WAe&the sj*sp$ciao&v^r|d ;(J fears o/Shaj&ta Khan. He offered 
to compromise the differences with the English and to 
litbroUvthtt whftle jpf their dispute to arbitrators appointed on 
both aides * but in orfler to be prepared against any act? pf 
kftati%, ;he^fd«red a>c(wj^^rabl 
V**te*k*nitj frf H*H>gly* Tjaes< 
u»Jf ,; kkQlMtr* tfeswUsred migfttpq 
Company * compjgfcaly , frustrated, 
the troops, ..of the opposite partis 
the Gpv«*npr> ,had Jkm fully ini^i 
ajgns, ftndaftwa.oopsider,^ p^ 
tbe river,, botfilWas #e*e brought,, 
by the, following wwxpectqd c>^mstance..r 

On the 28ih pf October, three English ^GkKejs^ai^eUed 
fothe raarjcet, with^some, of the f^giw^b's tfopps* and vyere 
aesertly beaten 1 apompaajpf soldiers wer^ir* coapequence^ 
called out, for their defence * afterwards a second company* 
and then the nbple of tl>e. English., tropps : and as^uppn thet 
first ajarm, the* Nuwab's. Joyces, who <\vere k encamped, outside 
the towo, also joined their country men, a .general aetjonxook 
place, Siityof the Mogul troops were kiyed> and a consider- 
able nujiJ^e^oftheai wounded. During the conflict* Adnijral 
Nicholboa opened a cannonade on the town, an4 foutnA ,£*£. 
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tiutidred houses; amongst which was the Company's factory? 
-Valued, with the goods therein, at 500,000/. ; and * party of 
his seamen, having landed, spiked all the guns in the batteries. 
" The Fonjedar, much alarmed by these events, solicited a 
suspension of hostilities, which was granted, on condition of 
bis gifing assistance to convey the saltpetre, and other goods 
that might be saved from the conflagration, on board the ships : 
with this stipulation he immediately acquiesced ; and, at a 
conference held between him and Mr. iCharnoek, agreed to 
restoTeto the English all their privileges of trade, until they 
could obtain a new firman from the Emperor. •■••'• 

'It is probable that this act of condescension, on the part of 
the Foirjedar, was forced from him by his fears; or, that ha 
sought merely to gam time 5 for as soon as the circumstances 
were made known to the Nuwab Shaista Khan, he directed the 
English factories at Patna, Malia, Dacca, and Cbssimbazar,' 
to be confiscated 5 «and ordered a very considerable body, both 
of Infantry a.ndenva!ry,'to proceed immediately tb Hoogry/ and 
to expel the English frVmi the country. *• - ; ; »' - ; v- - « 

During this interval; the Agent and Cbirfrctt at* ffoogiy*> can* 
sidering that they were likely to be overpowered if they remains* 
In that situation, retired, oh tbeSOth of December; >to &)tts> 
nutty (part of the present Calcutta), as being a' stroiige'raffidt 
safer post ywheie, being under the protection df their dilps, 
they might remain in security, till matters could be aocdmmtH 
datgd with the Nuwab. ' . ' 

In this situation of the. English affairs, the Batch and 
French took advantage of the dispute, 1 particularly the for- 
mer; who 'having eleven ships in the riter, obtained *alnabW 
Investments of goods, and re-established their factories*? 
which, in consequence of the various oppression tfceyhad sus- 
tained, they had previously determined- ta. abandon •- ■•..'■ 

As tlhat part of the English stopping* whieli' had conveyed 
the expedition to Bengal, required eoneideFable repairs $ and 
as many apprehensions were entertained for the safety of the 
reraa'mder of the fleet, on 'board of which was embarked the 
greater part of the troops 5 it was the opinion af both Admiral 
Nicholson, and the Couacit of Hoogly, that, instead of carrying 
into effect the^ompahy's designs -upon Chktagong, they might 
consider themselves ert r emely ' fortunate if they should be -able 
to restore matters to the same 'footing they had ' bean on, pre* 
vious tothe ,; commencement ief hostilities : and -so strongly 
was rVesideiitGyfford; and the Government of Madras, per- 
suaded of the untoward termination of the expedition, that 
they sent a petition to the Emperor, praying for forgiveness 
*>f what had passed, ax\& soliciting a coiifirmatioti of tfeetr frt* 
§mr firmans. * * -i - 
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In the end of Decetftlfer, 1 687, three of t\ie NuwaVs ministers 
came from Dacca to Hoogly, where, having been met by 
Mr. Charnock and the members of his Council, a preliminary 
treaty, ceding particular advantages to the English, was agreed 
Upon: but this measure seems to have been adopted by the 
Nuwab merely to give him an opportunity of assembling his 
troops 5 for early in the month of February, 1688, a numerous 
army, consisting principally of cavalry, arrived at Hoogly, with 
the avowed intention Of driving the English out of the country. 

As sooo as Mr. Charnock was informed of the circumv 
Stance, he judged it imprudent to remain longer at Sut- 
tanutty, and immediately commenced a retreat to Hidgelee. 
On their route to that place, the troops stormed and plun- 
dered the fort of Tanna, ten mile? below Suttanutty, on 
the western bank of the river, and burned down several 
magazines of salt, and granaries of rice, belonging to the 
Mogul subjects. They also took several Mogul ships, which 
they found in the river. 

Hidgelee is an island in the mouth of the river "Ganges,' 
but seperated from the western bank only by a narrow stream, 
the greater part of it is covered with long grass, the habita- 
tion of tigers : nor does' k produce a drop of good water. 
In this spot, perhaps the unhealthiest of the whole province, 
' Mr. Charnock pitched his camp, and erected batteries on the 
most accessible parts of the island $ whilst the ships, which 
he had caused to be anchored in the middle of the stream, 
completely commanded the passage of the river. 
: In this situation, Abdul Su mud Khan, the Mogul General, 
very prudently allowed them to remain, with little molesta- 
tion 3 well convinced, that the pestilential air and brackish 
water of Hidgetee would prove to them a more formidable ene- 
my than any force he could bring against them. His conjee* 
tures were completely verified ; for in three months more than 
batf of the European troops died, and the remainder were only 
fit'SMbjfects for atv hospital. 

M this critical period, overtures of peace were made by the 
Nuwab, and were joyfully accepted by Mr. Charnock and his 
Council: hostilities Ceased j and, on the 16th of August 168 S, a 
treaty "was signed, when the English were permitted to return 
to ail their factories'in different parts of the province : the duty 
ef 3£ per cent.' was abrogated $ and they were allowed to erect 
magazines and to-cpnstruct docks for their, shipping at Ould* 
barea, a populous village situated on the western bank* about 
eighty miles from the mouth of the river, and tveenty.bdow 
Calcutta. The only stipulation made, on the part of Jthe 
Nuwab, wasj that the English -should tester* the Mogul: vet? 
*•!$ they had taken, and that their ehipa of warshoaki not sgfti* 
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approach Hoogly. fo order* te . *cc em* for ct^si £wwraftte 
change in the sentiments of the Nuwab Shai&ta.Kljan, it is re^ 
qui&ite no state, that, at the same period Admkal: J^qholsou's 
jfaet was fated out in England for the attack on .ChMrtngoog, 
orders had bean sent to the Governor at Bombay to withdraw 
tjbe Company's factories from Surat, and the other Mogul por,t£ 
on the western side of India, and jto commence hostilities, 
against the Emperor Auruogsebe, by directing the Entgfab,. 
cruisers toaeise upon all |he ships and vessels of (fee MpgvA 
subjects, wheqwrer they should be found. 
- In compliance with. those orders, §ir John GWhfc, and tb* 
principal factors, left Surat on the 25th of April ljS89* and the 
^English- cruisers having in a > hort time captured a ftumbej 
of *he Mogul vessels, the Emperor became solicitous for peace* 
and authorised; the Governor, of gvwftt to depute a* .envoy tp 
Bombay, to learn on what- terms it might be oirtame*L . Hft 
also sent ocders to ShaUta, Khan, to compromise -watjierB.,with 
the English in Bengal, and to permit them to uerPccupy al) 
their factories. It was in* coifeequeace of these orders that 
Mr. Charnoi^,obtftioed«sueh t fe k vowraWeand unexpeq^d terms; 

In virtueof the treaty* Mf> jOh*¥»ooJk,:n©t wishing to, return, 
to Hoogly without thej^ifMjoJwar* took nossesajon of Pule* 
basea, and commenced making, jfaebh'ta e^^ning- the neat 
sob > but, after a residence of . ;three mpulhs, hie, took * dit- * 
like to tbe.placei.and^ohJjained pernafessiea ..toiretotu to Suttan 
Dotty, where the factors, aud. troops liv.^d in hut*, till pxppe* 
habitations could be ejected. 

. When intelligence of the total ^failure o£ tlie ejpedUion, and 
the disastrous xousequenee* which ensued,, reached B&gjand, 
tbe Company were much dissatisfied with the conduct of their 
servants abroad ; and resolved* that unless a fortification, witfc 
a district round it, in Bengali to^be \beld as an indepeudertf 
sovereignty, should be ceded to them by the JSmpew of Hin- 
dpostao, witkpennission to«oin money which should be cur*; 
rent throughout all his dominions, they would no longer carry 
on aoy commerce with that country, but , annoy him and his 
subjects by every means in their power. 

To . effiaet this deter urination, a reinforcement of, a, Koe-of> 
battle ship and . a frigate, on which were embarkedone hundred 
and suety lok&ars, were despatchd, under the command of 
Captain "Heath, to Bengal, either to prosecute the war with, 
vigour, or to hriag aviay all the Company s servants, with 
whatever property might .be «awd from the general wrecks, 
mad to^and- them at Madras. . 

* In therneantime, the Emperor's clemency to the, JEnglisk , 
in Bengal not having but a stop to .their hostilities onvtbft 
$pait of Mida^ # th^NuLwb Jt*w« tows^fcat Jiteisty to re-» 
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commence his oppressions on the agents of the Company. 
He ordered them to return and settle at Hoogly ; and not t.o> 
build, with either stone or brick, at Suttanutty. He also 
grantedfree permission to his troops to plunder,all their pro- 
perty i. and demanded from Mr. Charnock a large sum of mo- 
ney, as a recompence for the damage his country had sustain* 
ed by the late hostilities. The agent, being neither in a con* 
dition to oppose him by arms, nor fo appease him with money,' 
sent two members of his Council to Dacca, to "try if he might 
fee softened by submission. .They were directed to represent 
to him, that the t object of. settling y »wto avoict 

the frequent disputes Which had a t factory being 

situated in the town of Hoogly; j art of the river 

opposite that town allotted for tb >U was choked* 

up with sand, so as to be unfit fr . They there-'. 

fore request* d permission to , remi itty, and to b0 

allowed to purchase from, th^ iJenjindai: gtpund sufficient ft& 
their factory , '' ; '..,.-..'.. 

/Siich was the state 6t affairs .in the month' of October, wtien^ 
Captain Heath' arrived 1 with his reinforcements $ but being a 
person of a very warm disposition, he was, enraged - at the*luV 
plicfity of the Nuwab j and, notwithstanding the remonstrant- 
CeVof ftjr. Cnarnock, he resolyed to recommence the war, 

To effect* t.hTs measure, he ordered all the Company's ser- 
vants to era baric, with their moveable property, on board the- 
flqet, at Sujtamutty j ana\ on the, 8th. of , November,' set sail 
lor feallasore. 9 his \ arrival in the rOatls, /the Governor of 
the town offered to enter into terms . with* hi fa, on, the part of 
die Nuwab > but his proposition having been rejected, he 
seized two Qf tlje Company's factors, who resided there, and^. 
retained them as hostages against any acts of violence : not- 
withstanding which, and .that the two English disputies were . 
still atDacca, as well. as two other factors in different parts of 
the country, Captain rTeatlu, landed with a party of soldiers . 
and seamen on the 29 th of November, attacked and took a. 
redoubt of thirty guns, and plundered the. 'own of Ballasore. 
The English factory, on this occasion ,, was, burned by the Go- 
vernor ; and the Company's servants, who had been previously 
taken prisoners, were carried up the country, . where all subse- 
quent efforts for, their release were' unavailing., This outrage? 
Was unfortunately committed on the very day that the Go- 
vernor of Ballaspfe received a copy of, the treaty which the 
Nuvvab had made with the two deputies at Dacca', by whictj[, 
it was stipulated, that the English nhips should co-operate 
with the Mogul army, in an attack upon the dominions o§ 
the* King of Arracan. '"'.'' 

Affer the troops tfho°s*eahien had glutted themselves WitH-thar : 
plunder of Ballasore, Captain Heath set sail with hw fleet,. o^, 

& 
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the 13tb of December, for Chittagong, where they arrived on 
1,he 1 7th of the month of January 1 690 ; but finding the work? 
mad, garrison- much stronger than they expected, * council ot 
war was assembled, in which it was agreed to delay proceed* 
£ng to further hostilities, and again to write to the Nuwab at 
3t)acca, stating their grievances and demands, and to await his 
-answer, whether he would redress them, or compel them to 
anake use of the ppwer then in their hands. ' 

! Captain Heath, however, instead of waiting for the Nuwab^s 
answer, or endeavouring to seize on Chittagong, proceeded 
with the fleet to the entrance, of the river which leads to the 
«jity of Arracan, where |ie arrived on the 3 1st of January j and^ 
according to the ins^ructtops received from the Company, sent 
{proposals to the Kips, offerjqg to co-operate with him against 
•the Moguls, provide^ he would, grant the EnjgUsha settlement 
nji his dominions. .But nearly a fortnight having elapsed with- 
-out his recejvin? an answer, and not being of a temper to 
Urook the procrastination of an Indian administration, he as. 
«jytddpnly took4»guat against this new ajly : . and, on the 13th 
ot February, without waiting for {he/ result of his proposal*, 
sailed away with the whole fleet,' consisting of fifteen r ship$ 
.(having the Bengal Governor and Council, with the Compa- 
tiy*s ejects, Qn Jjoard,) and arrived at Madras on the 4th of 
March, where foe, apologized to the governor of Fort St. 
<*eonge for tys conduct,, by saying that nothing l?ut falsehood^ 
^ad been told on either side. ., ; 

-. As tlie E^glisiih^cpmjpl^telyset^t^ authority 

«f the Eroperpr, Aurmigzebe, by, fortifying both Bombay ana; 
Madras, and by extending their territories in the vicinity o£ 
th^se places, ,and had also captured a number of his ships, anc^ 
liad even entered in.to an alliance with his most inveterate, 
^nemy, the Mjahjfatta -chief Sambagee, it cannot.be' deemed 
surprising that the haughty mind of that monarch w^s much 
ipcensed against Iheip : he, in consequence, issued orders to. 
3iis commanders to extirpate the English from his dominions ; 
and to seize or destroy all their property, wherever it might 
1je found. It was in obedience to these orders, that the fac- 
ftory at Masulipatarp r was seized by the governor of that dis- 
t%r\c\ $ and that the warehouses of Vlzagapatam were plundered, 
;and all tlie English gentlemen put to death. 

\ ;Th'e Nuwab, Shaista Khan, was also under the necessity of 
<«oniplyirig with the ^Emperor's orders, so far as to. sequester, 
ithie whole of tlie English property in Bengal, and tp place the 
^orapan/s agents at Dacca in irons. Ojher authorities, how-' 
•ever, lead us to suppose, that it was not Shajsta Khan, but the 
person who officiated asr Governor afier his depattn^ oame,d^ 
$eUdttxKbAn^a$*^^^ ' / ' 
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yte ve not informed of the precise time, but it wan about 
this period that the Nuwab, Shatsta Khan,' being far advanced 
in years, and anxious to return, to bis native country, obtained 
permission to resign the govwiiment of Bengal: Notwith- 
standing his harsh conduct to Europeans, his memory is fo 
this day spoken of with the bfglleslt respect itf that province. 
It is related, that, during his government, grain was so cheap 
fhat rice was sold at the rate of 640i)>s. height; tor the rupee j 
tp commemorate which event, as be was leaving Dacca, ha 
ordered the western crate, through which he departed, io be 
built up, and an inscription to be placed thereon, interdicting 
any future 'Governor from opening' it, till he had redqcefd the 
price of gr^iin to the same rate *; Inconsequence of which 
injunction, the gate remained closed till this government of thi 
Nuwab Serfera2'Khan. ,; " ' ' "j*" ' ! 

~* Several of the pubiie buildings erected by Sbalsta Khan are 
yet to be seen at Dacca; which city is still dallied, by the 
Mohammedans, Jehangirenagur. ' ' , v 

1 Shaista Khan died at Agra in the year of the Hej4ra 1 105, 
much regretted by the Emperor and a numerous circle of 
friends. ' """." J ?' *' ''' '.' . ' : ' : 

*?uwab IBRaHiKI KtfAtf. j :;'.;;'; 



, •.( 
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ifr^rr^M^ &A^W*m*t SbaiafcKhaiv, the. Emperor 
elected, for the jk^ eriusqnt of Bengali tttfahin*. Khan, stfn of 

t^^^w .l«W JWblernai^ sAly^uidan; Kkan k ttho 
fflm fflWLS»» f :ff¥s.u» cbar*c«erijtte.^eiy:rewrae ofhii 
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encouraced t agriculture and commerce,, but was totally dci*> 
cient of all military abilities^ ,., 

The first act of bis authority, after assuming the government,, 
was one* most congenial to bit feelings, viz. the fiberafypn of, 
the Company's agents who were confined at Dacca; .tor aa, 
pre Kaye seen, in the preceding chapter, that the English, it* 
consequence of the oppression they had sustained, from the> 
Nuwab Shajsta Shanghai! entirely abandoned Bengal, it now 
ajso became a pleasiqg part of his duty to conciliate and recall 
the merchants of that nation. < , . ,. . . . . 

It has been before stated, that tb#. Emperor* beipg highly, 
licensed against the English, had commanded thein, f to, be ex- 
pelled from every part pf his dominions : but as A^rungzebe 
ever made his passions subservient to his pofyjy, anoTwas se.n? 
Bible, thai he derived a considerable aid to his revenue by the 
commerce carried on hy the English j also,, that their ships, 
of war could much annoy his subjects, and: prevent all inter- 
course between his dominion*, and Arabia, thereby, putting a* 



with Mess&f Wetdoh 1fi& r KTaVarro, two English Commission*- 

" " n Child, the 
olicit peace ; 

"Up \& Bay." 

erote letters, 
h^im to rje* 
es; .with an 
wjiich bad 
on a footing 
. Charnqcfc 
5 which bad 
b tp be sin- 
gle vexatious 
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— t to the pro* 

position, unless the Emperor would grant tq the Company 
yttffi'fihria* ^]ta^*tit^"ih* precise/ te'r& Upc 



precise, ter/n$ upon 

tL u*n Ji: *. •; •' .1 ,*',<)* tf . . .7h 




Emperor for ih«f>desir%d fifcman'j but that as Vv&aJ mtirtf 
immti fhp.WM^k *o«ld»*e'-pcocttrt*, beixiigfit; in tfa 
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in*arWme,*etorn, and be asauBedfofi 'his friendship 'and pro* 
tection Inconsequence of this invitation, Mr. Charnoettf 
with his Council and • fac tors, attended by an » escort of thirty 
soldiers, returned, on the 24 1 a of the month of August, 1691' 
fo Sutunutty % where* in obedience to- the Nuwab's orders? 
addressed to *Meer < Aly Akbar*. the governor of Horigtyj they 
r were received with much civility. 

Thenert year, the Nuwab forwarded 4o Mr. Charnock^ 
according to his .promise, a k**b al hookum, or order, front 
the Emperor Aurungzebe* authorizing the English to trade to> 
Bengal without paying any other duty than *n annual presenr 
of 3000 rupees. However, advantageous this licence may be 
considered in a pecuniary light* it fek far short *>ftbe expect 
tatton of the Company Vagents, who were still left exposed to 
. the oppressions of ibe Nuwab or. bis inferior officers, aod haoV< 
no security for their personal safty. It was therefore their 
opinion, that, unless a fortification could be pfoeured, with a*-. 
district found it, perfectly exempted from- the jurisdiction oft 
the Nuwab, the loramerce of; the Company could never pros-- 

E? ? tbej, for, these reasons, only established » factory at* 
ttanutty \ and. sent agents to make purchases in different: 
parts of the country. 

. The year of tbe Hejtra 1104 wa* marked by an extraordinary' 
circumstance. . Xhe Grand Signtor, having been informed, that . 
the Europeans procured great quantities of ooa of ^heingre^ 
dtenta for making gunpowder from India, wrote to Avruugw- 
aeJbe»to desire he would no longer permit bis subjects to* dw^ . 
pose of tlwt .article to Christians*. us it was frequently* used by*- 
theovin the ^lest ruction of the followers of ^ Mohammed'; {that/, 
therefore, whoever* supplied t them was. accessary to the death v 
9f the t true believers,; In consequences of this, request, the- 
principal source of the East-India Company's commercial ad«*- 
tantagas .we** for sometime* cat off? by a strict injunction tat' 
the ftwernor of Bengataot to>ai]n«>tbeut Jo purchase or ma* 
tmfacqure.anymore saitpetre> - 

Three, years after tbi* event, the commander offclsfege ftbipfc, 
belonging to the interlopers, or persons not licensed to trade 
to. India* arriving, in the Indian .seas, commenced th t system; 
of piracy which was afterwards .carried to such- a height, undeo 
{he celebrated Captain Kvd anu his associates. Tut* peraoi\ 
ae zed two of the- JtfogMl ebips, .which were. poing to Jndda) 
apd Mocha with pilgrima* &o.gaos*an in?uk rinewiiowu upon?, 
the agents of the Dutch, French, and English nations, the 
vengeance of the Mogul government • their factories were alt 
laid under Sequestration, and a«*top put td their" tradeM in *Betr% 
gal alone, owing to the clemency W the governor, tbrahinV- 
tttuoa. tbe Engfeh ag<?uta were allow ed tj&ic phonal fo^dou* 

to 
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and peYmitted fcouafrry onutWeie eemaiereial pt*9teAhfjfl 4»% 
teteret manner*. .. 

\ S«ch was tberstate ofitatetfeourae tH*\*eeii*he Jl Bns(Kdh and 
the Mogul go^rbmea*^ 4rHen an aoottent *aetirt»ed whioH 
ttttbtod <be former to obtain, without atfy WmuneWrtKKi, that 
Object tohtdh tfcitnerijwbestior ewtfafties could before ftfOOutfe* 

In the year 1 107 of the Hcjira, a Mii>4*o:ee«itifttar Of Bt*> 
g^nentig SbbbbaStrig, who possessed 4he villages ofjetwa 
sjfed/Bur4eh» hvthe district of ftWrwan, bett%d*3ttti^d Wit* 
the Raja of that :p!ace, m«k»d'Rehim Khati, ttti Afghan oh »f, 
Vbo waa then considered a* thefaad Jof that eltfn f n§tiiltitiitig'ra 
Orissa, to join him in overoawriog t*» goVerimrtM*. (Mating 
united their tfbroes, they advanced to Bifrtiffan, Md» in a 
phtfhed haflfa, alew tbeiltyn, Ktsteeft Ram ; arid, Wttirthtf 
4iception of bis ion, wised his* family and allltisfWpfcriy. 

Thutttceess inspired the rebels «ich gveat hqpes* «nd ifc* 
4uced a number of soldiers of fortune, *ndH>thef W^gefauds, 
to flock to their standard. 

Juggttt <Aai,<the ton t»f the *Rhia, touring efleOttfd his *&aps* 
to Dacca, kid bis complaints before (ttte 43bverho?;*who not 
<x>oskierin^ the matter of rmi<*h imp*rtaiie%, cfeftteriteti'hfciiseif 
with ordering Nur Allah, the Foujedar or dMWfy fcMritnani** 
of Jefcsor*, tominisatne hi5tifgerits> Hut «h»Veral!er, totoo, 
instead «f attending t» his enrathistafty, =fcdfd lo*fc 'emptors* 
himself in commerce and ki antassing TO*U*v, «nd 'po^Moed 
«ntbtfK*ef the military character but tlfe tymfe, fearing/ afteV * 
tmre&kxfs-ofttroe, e*ttecredV* few of ihe«6W hotteofwhfeih 
fcearas the eonwdandant, mareh^dffoih Jessoite,%tra »#OBs«d 
therive^/Hbut on the approach oftbe te^eJs^he>stMit ttinttetf 
«p m the fortt>f Hoeghr> and 'inVplorfd aftatetanfte »frem the 1 
governor of the Dutch setttanent of CMiftWra. • The re%el8> 
•continced by this fpasfthmimofl* *enldiiet that they atf*1itt!g 
to fear from the merchant totoier, atttfttfte*d heMy*^***!, 
aiege to Hoogly : they cfenridd on fheirtttaclcs 'wtfli '• stHJh *i^ 
> gour, that the Foujedar became alarmed #•*%» ijteHottai 'safe-* 
ty/aud daring toe iright, 'taring eross&i the titer 1 ' taPa'ttdat, 
made hfc escape to Jessore. The gtfrrlsoa/fitldin^ t^t^eyMM^ 
nandant bad (led, opened the gate*; 'arid Ate rebels got quiet* 
possession of *hat 'opulent city WithoOfftny lots. S ' 

. Ontbe gVeaWngout^f'-the tebe^Hion, the 'three Enro'peftn 
settlements, vis. the Dutch at Ghmsufa,&e'Frencbat fchan- 
4ernegore; and theEnghWat Sattarinfty, hired atoumberdf 

"" " " ' ' ■ ' ■ ' ■ ' i m ■— ^ i i i i | t 

"J Ma Jaqaarj |69t, MV. Ceefiroek #i«d,aed*a*«emd**by Mr J 
5""* J ( bpt Seagal wt« again, bi the Caaipaa5> arde»i, made ttl^er* 
51a; "^ M : r^[^ c barBockVtoiBb 4i itUf to be <eea } iai aaad ocdai^ 
l|i^wCalca^ta^vrtft t ^a^4. 
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*bS/na*We rMJfldiery £6. gitafrd their property j trill; professing 
themselves the avowed Iriemlsof government, 'requested pen- 
mission from the Nowab to put thetr tfaotories into a state of 
(defence against an enemy whose resentment >t hey must incur 
by their adherence to him. The Nuwab ordered them, m 
general ; towns, to defend themselves ; And they, i taking idr 
granted what was ndt tpositutely ffovbtdden* with great >diuV 
£snee trailed .walls >wstb bastions round their factories . i 

Kech was* the erigtnief'theJhree JSaropeaa. forts, ontotvnsv 
jaf«Chiastira, Chandemagore, apdiCklcatta.; and they wese the 
first. which r the Mogul gpvasoment suffered foreigners to f build 
io any part of their tfim^irejj isor insktrer the territories of Mar 
^rastaor Bombay had been aubikiad -by (the Moguls previous 
to . these iplsiiesWving nsen^eded/to theiEogiish. 

The-sebefa now. dssaanstd a haughty tone* and sent outdo 
tachments to every part of the.icoun*ry,*to plunder alL these 
who refused to join them. This proceed i tig caused the greatest 
consternation jnrmng*the jfgfc antT"wa1 ^ fep os ed inhabitants. 
AH those on the western side of,the rive/* who could obtain 
admittance, took Wftigipln ^rnWrai At'fength, the Gorer- 
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Amongst 'the captives which ^eve tatea in Burdwan; wa% 
a beautiful virgin, a daughter of the Raja, whom the Zemin- 
dar kept in confinement until an opportunity should « offer of 
sacrificing her to his lust. The time was no* arrived, when 
lie thought be might gratify his vhe passion with impunity ■■• 
he secretly entered ber apartment, and endeavoured to obtain 
hy force what lie could not affect by flattery and entreaty j 
but when * be folded her in his *.rms' die -girl drew from her 
clothes a sharp ^fe which she had concealed for the purpose, 
and stabbed him in the belly y she then turned the weapon 
against herself, arid, with mistaken heroism, but high sense 
©f honour, pierced her own heart. The .wretch lived but 
• few hours , and was succeeded in his estate and power by 
bis brother, Himmut Sin*,' who exerted himself totheatttost 
in ravaging and plundering all those persons of opulence, who 
would not Join in the rebellion.- •••-• *«> ! 

• ?^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ w m^^b^bi^b j s • ••••• 

Tfyprtee jtieem ^Uti/^infed to the fovemmmt oftha 



- tent-to asiwnrthemof safety —The rebels murder the Khii- 
z'.W«i «*4 attoek the HoygjL camp ; but are defeated, and 
v^^'LP^i? ^ ah > Wed; after which the other* 
\\\^hma^^'fpM^'(ntabRH^ his residence & Bwdw** 
, y-^Dewte* his atfjentlon to. the affairs of the ' prwUce^ 
, , Buiid* a mosque m 3mrdmau>, ahd anew ba**r in Hoostu> 
.^Regulate*ihe>e**toms of the port—'/tneedolcofa fieie* 
'hZ^iiftffi^™ W&ffie&emMmoti (he.Fauj**, 
* •*# */;???£<M,W the Appointment 

Y<tf.* m *. C**Mr: or, Mohammedan Judge, to Outcttttu—Th* 
A&* ^^ t* i & m * e *- m *>bk!* to' nknhffa rponopn'y of* 
' T«*7$i !^*^ reprimndfi t£ fa tinker ac~* 
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The King of England sends an Ambassador to the Court 
ef Aurung%cbe—tke Ambassador lands at Masulipatam* 
but afterwards proceeds to Surat, and lands there— Sets- 
tut for the Mogul camp — Obtains an audience of the Em- 
feror — graciously received, and orders issued for preparing* 
the Firmans — Intelligence received that an English pirate 
lad taken three of the Mogul ships — The Ambassador re* 
quired to give security against similar aggressions — refuses 
—The negotiation* broken off— The Ambassador quits th? 
Mogul camp — sails from Surat— dies*— The Emperor, in* 
censed at the EngVisn, orders all the- Europeans in his do~ 
minions to be confined— -Origin and rise of Moor shud Cool y 
Jaffier %kan— Appointed Dew an of Bengal — Description* 
Of the officers oftfaanm, and of Denan — Moorshud Cooly 
enters with assiduity upon, his employment^- D is sentions be- 
tween him and the Prince— The latter accused of attempting 
to assassinate the Dewan—The Dewan removes his residence 
to Muhhsoodabad— The Emperor^ displeased with the Prince, 
orders hm t& quit Bengal; and to reside in Behar — The 
Prince proceeds to Rajmahel, and afterwards to Patna B 
wfiere he establishes his residence, and gives his own name 
to that city— In consequence of the Emperor's orders* the 
English at Patna and Rajmahel are confined — The inha* 
bitantsof Calcutta threatened— The Dewan demands the 
or\ginaljirmans — The English, having lost theirs, are obliged 
to bribe the Secretary— Benevolent conduct of the Prince— 
The Dewan proceeds •'* Court--Graciously received by the 
Emperor— Re-4ppeini4t} Dewan of the three provinces*, and 
deputy of the j^rinee in Bengal and. Qrissa— State of the 
Enghsh affairs in B**gal^ApeemX)oshan reealled to Court* 
—Death of the Emperor Aurunggefe—A<tzim Shah, the 
second son, mounts the throne, and marches towards Dehly 
—The Ptinoe A /seem Qpshan arrives at Agra — Receives 
intelligence of the Empemrs death— Endeavour to seize 
Agrdfot hisfather<—DiappojtoU d in getting the fort, out 

army 
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points Sy*aU4Mulisth3£lUm to* Be hie deputy h yVaha&ad* 

and Syed Hussein AJy Khan to be hit deputy^ Behar— ^ 
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%h$ Prioee'e special NUhen, or pwUr> for freedom ef trade, 
lritfio»t the payment of j*uj duties. 

Mr f # 'Wal#|i Arrive) in, the Prince's catnp, at Burdtfaa, ia 
January 199$ i but owing tp $e interruption of business by the 
war against the rebate* and varipus other procrastinations, he 
did not effect the object of hit mission till the month of July j 
when, at length, ijy the payment of a considerable sum of 
jnpney, the Pence's prq>r for thepurchase of the lands was 
forwarded to Suttanutty j bet pu being she wo to the aemin* 
dars of (he three village*, they refused to mafce>e*e* the lands;. 
.as the order was, not countersigned by the King's Dewaa. 
This tircumstange caused * father delay; i and k was the end 
of the year before the business, waa settled to the satisfaction 
of the English t noc djidthey aeceive the Prince's order for 
freedom -of trade till tbe»n*ontb of January 1700*. 

From this dHpe&sioiv wa-returAtAthe account of the war* 
as given by the native historian* 

When Azeem* Opshan was informed of the proceedings of 
the rebels, instead p£ attacking them with vigour, he bad the 
weakness to- send a letter to Rehinx Shah, admonishing him to. 
return to his duty,.wjtka promise of ibrgweness,. and of being 
taken intp the Roy aj fattuu: if heeoniplied* The rebel received' 
the letter with hypocritical marks of respect i and retained a> 
verbal message " That tf the Prince would, send te him Khuafe 
Anvur, his chief counsellor with assurances of safety, he woukfc 
come and pay his devoirs to Jus £oyel RighncssV't 

The Prince, whose disposition was open and sincere* ga*e hie 
enenjy credit for. aft equal degree of candour r and ordered* 
jtbuaje Anyur to proceed early the neat morning to Ihe Afghan* 
camp, and bring the rebel chief to his presence. The Khuaj* 
icpoaing th^. same confidence aa. the Prince did in the assuran- 
ces of. Re^ioj Shah, advanced) with a* small party of attends 
ants, to the boundaries of his, camp j a^d sent a, message that 
he waa there, ready to give hjrn the required assurance^ of; 
*aiety, and to conduct him, to. the presence of the Prince, 



* • It was during this period that the great contest between the two* 
fiaglisb Ceotpaaies took place Id Beagah The Prince could not under- 
stand the seejsct, bat took brihcs.*roai untb parties : ft*** the Old Got** 
neny be got IftOOO rapeet # and from the New, 14*000. 

f Governor Pyre, io his letter dated January 0> 1 609* states, it was. 
reported that the Prince sent the rebel. chief a pair. of shackles and « 
•word, desiring bin to take his choice r that the rebel took the sword * 
hnteensa potfte message toSbe Prince, pointing out to bsevthe.gr*** age 
of tfrc Eia#ftffa*, ike cnoteetfees.ttat eanst aalne japan et> dee** and the 
favourable opportunity that was now presented to his flighaesjjof se-, 
coring for hfmself the rich province of Bengal, py taking Irito bis Favour 
end service We Afghans, whose friendship he would Had adt less service*' 
a^le than their tiunliy « ould ereaa fsrnrfeable* £ast»Iadia lUcarnV 
rel. XIX. page 253. % 
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Whether Rehim Shall had changed his mind during the 
night, or wished to be more highly honoured in the sight of his- 
followers, he insisted that the Khuaje should come to his tent $ 
and there, in the presence of witnesses, repeat the Prince's 
invitation and assurances of safety. But the Khuaje, suspect- 
ing some treachery, declined going into the camp, and at- 
tempted to return home. He was pursued by a party of* the 
Afghans ; and after defending himself to the last extremity, 
he and all his attendants were cut topieees. 

After this atrocious act of villainy, Rehim Shah, convinced 
that he had nothing to expect from the clemency of the Prince, 
ordered his troops to mount,, and to make a sudden and vi- 
gorous attack on. the Itoyal camp.. 

This movement was executed with such rapidity, that 
Azeem Ooshan had barely time to mount his elephant before 
he was surrounded by p. patty of the Afghans, headed by their 
chief, Rehim Shah y and would certainly have been taken pri- 
soner, had not a brave Arab* officer, named Hamid Khan, 
called out, that he was the Prince, and challenged the Afghan- 
to single combat 5 at the same moment discharging an arrow 
which penetrated the rebel's side : a second arrow from hi*, 
hand wounded his antagonist's horse in the head, who thereon* 
seared up, and threw his rider on the ground: the Arab in- 
stantly dismounted^ and, having cut off. Rehim Shah's head,. 
held it up on the point of his lance. 

The Afghans, seeing the. catastrophe of their chief, were- 
struck with panic, and fled on all sides. After which they 
offered to submit to the Prince, provided he would take then* 
into his service; which being agreed to, a general amnesty 
was passed, and peace restored to the harassed province. 

After this unexpected victory, the Prince proceeded to the- 
tomb of Shah Ibrahim Sukka*, in the vicinity of Burdwan : 
and having returned thanks to the AJmighty for* his success,. 
hts ordered a large sum of money to be distributed* in alms, to 
. the poor and religious persons- who attended on the shrine of 
the Saint. He then entered the. city, and took up his resi- 
dence in the fort, .which at that period, was considered a place, 
of some strength. 

The Prince continued to reside for a considerable time in 
.Burdwan : during which .period he directed his attention to- 
repairing the injuries that had been coin mi tted by the rebels, 
and in bringing back the inhabitants of those districts, who 



• This person was originally a water-carrier; bot having associated 
with -the SoofieJ. be became a celebrated author of poems and religions* 
works. After bit death be wbb canonised! and hit tomb, ifstilt resorted 
to by pilgrim. 
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hhd been compelled to abandon their homes. He restored 
Jfuggut Roy, the son of the murdered Raja, to his \zemindary 
of Burdwan ; and recompensed aiilbose persons, • who having 
remained firm in their allegiance, had been dispossessed of fcbeir 
lands by the rebels. For the brave Hamid Khan he procured, 
from the Emperor, the title of Shunishere KUan Behadur, and 
-the office of Foujedar, or military commander, of the districts 
of Bundasil and Silbet : he also liberally rewarded all the other 
officers who had distinguished themselves on this occasion* 
.During the period that Azeem Ooshnn resided at Burdwaq, 
he built, in that city, a public mosque : he also caused' to- be 
constructed, in Hoogly,.a new bazar? to which he gave the 
name of Shah Gunge ; but the people,, in compliment to him, 
called it Azeem Gunge. He regulated the customs of the port 
of Hoogly at two and a half per cent, on all goods belonging 'to 
Mohammedans ; but compelled the Hindoos* to pay rive, 
and the Christmas three and a half* per cent, on their mer- 
chandise. He also established the inland dudes, called sair, upon 
various commodities passing from one place to another,. in the 
interior of the country. In short, the Prince devoted. much of 
his timato the performance of the duties of his office, audio 
tlie improvement of the -revenues. He also every day allotted 
several hours to the conversation of the learned and religious, 
and had frequently passages from the best authors read to him:* 
He often visited the hermits and derveishes, and solicited their 
sprayers for bis succession to the throne. 

One day the Prince sent his two sons, Kereem Addeen and 
.Ferrokhsere, to visit a celebrated Soofy t» named Bayezid, 
and to request that the holy man would take the trouble "of 
coming to the palace. Upon their arrival near the Saint's 
/dwelling, Eerrokhaere alighted from his hor«e $ and approach- 
ing, in the most respectful manner, paid his compliments, and 
delivered .his father's message, whilst .the other; brother scarce* 
;fy deigned to return theSoofy's salutation.. 

The Saint was much irritated at the conduct of Kereem 
Addeen 9 and highly pleased by the humility of Ferrokhserc: 
.be therefore took the latter by the hand, and causing him to 
sit down beside him, blessed him, and said to him, " To you 
is this day given the empire of Hi ndoostan/' He soon after 
.arose, and accompanied the youths to the palace. 

When Azeem Ooshan was informed of the. approach of the , 
<Soofy f he arose from his seat, and advanced to meet him; x 
and after having made many apologies for the trouble he had 
given him, seated him on his own musnud. He shortly after 



• The BnglUb w«re eras pted from tab doty, as (bey paid a specific 
Sum annually. 

t Hermit, or Monk. There are several orders of (hem. 
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communicated to the Saint, the ^object of his wishes; and 
supplicated his prayers, that he might one day succeed to the 
throne. The Saint with great dignity replied, "Alas I what 4 
you desire has already been given to your Son Ferrokhsere i 
thfr arrow of my prayer has been shot from the bow, and can- 
not be recalled." He then arose, bade the Prince adieu, and 
retired to his cell 5 leaving Azeem Ooshan quite discomfited 
by his prediction, to which he gave much credit, and which 9 
in the sequel, was realized. 

The villages of Suttanutty, Govindpore, and Calicotta, which, 
in virtue of the Prince's Nishan, had been purchased from the 
zemindars, with their districts, extended about three miles on 
the eastern side of the Bhaggarutty river, and about one mile 
inland. The latter of these villages takes its name from a 
temple dedicated to Caly, the Hindoo goddess of time 5 and 
from it the English called their town Calcutta. 

In the year 1&99-1700, the factory of Calcutta, which, in 
consequence of the fortifications that had been added to it 
-during the rebellion-, was dignified by the appellation .of a 
Fortress, was named, in compliment to the King of England, 
Fort William : and, as a number of opulent natives, in conse* 
quence of the security given to their property, and facility to 
their trade, had b£en induced to build houses in the town, and 
make it their residence, its prosperity excited the jealousy of 
the Foujedar of Hoogly, who* pretending that he should be 
punished for suffering so many of the Mogul subjects to with- 
draw themselves from his jurisdiction, threatened to send a 
Cazy, or Mohammedan judge, and officers of the police, to ad- 
minister justice ambngst the natives living under the protection 
of the English flag : but as this. measure would have submitted 
the English to the same inconveniences which they had for- 
merly suffered at Hoogly, it was counteracted by a bribe sent 
4o the Prince, who forbad the Governor of Hoogly from pro- 
ceeding in his intentions. By this constant attention to the 
accumulation of wealth, Azeem Ooshan is said to have carried 
with him, om of the province, three millions of pounds, ster- 
ling in specie, and jewels to a very great amount. 

The Prince, after a residence of nearly three years in Burd- 
wan, having regulated the affairs of the western part of Bengal 
to his satisfaction, ordered the state-boats which had been built 
during the government of Sultan Shujaa, to be collected in the 
vicinity of Hoogly ; and embarking at that place, proceeded 
with great pomp to Dacca, and took possession of the Royal 
palace. 

By the advice of some narrdW- sighted politician, the Prince 
was induced, about this time, to adopt a measure "which not 
only gave great disgust to the commercial part of the com* 
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rounity, but drew oil him the displeasure of the Emperor Au* 
rangzebe. 

The Prince wished to become the sole merchant of all Euro* 
toean and foreign goods brought to Bengal ; he therefore esta- 
blished agents at all the ports, with authority to purchase the 
cargo of every ship that arrived, at a low price ; and afterward* 
retail the goods to the merchants at a considerable profit. To 
this species of commerce was assigned the epithets of Soudai- 
Khns and Soudai Aam, special and general purchases. 

He also, in order to gain popularity with the Hindoos, cele* 
brated their holydays; putting on yellow and rose-coloured 
garments, and entering into the sports which are practised on 
the anniversary of the return of spring. 

When, through the medium of the newspapers, the Emperor 
received information of the Prince's conduct, he wrote him,, 
with his own hand, a letter replete with, irony and sarcasm y 
observing, that a yellow turban, and rose-coloured garments,, 
Suited but ill with a beard of forty-six years' growth. He also- 
explained that the monopoly, which he had dignified with the 
name of Soudai Khas, was nothing less than individual insanity, 
and public oppression* ; and to evince to his subjects that he 
would not sanction any act of injustice, even by hi8k sons or- 
grand-children, b& sttuok off 500 horse from the Prince's mili- 
tary rank. 

The great confusion occasioned in India by the contest be- 
tween the rival English Companies, and the depredations of 
the pirates, induced his Majesty, King William, in the year 
1698-9, to depute Sir William Norrii as bis ' Ambassador to 
the Court of the Emperor of Hindoostan. The object of this 
mission was to .solicit firmans, or privileges, for the English 
nation ) and to render the New, or English Company, its re- 
presentative in India, t 

The Ambassador landed at Masulipatam on the 45th of 
Sept. 1699* where he was detained by various obstacles, aris- 
ing chiefly from the jarring interests of two Companies belong- 
ing to the same nation, till the end of the following year ; and/ 
not being permitted to pursue his journey to the Emperor**, 
camp by Golcondah, he proceeded by sea to Surat, and landed - 
at that port on the 10th of December, 1700 ; but owing to the 
intrigues of Sir John Gayer^ the agent of the Old or London, 
Company, the Governor of Surat refused to receive Sir William 
Norris as the Ambassador of the English nation, unless he could 
produce his credentials, signed by his Majesty. These having 



■• fji Fenian, Soada means traffic ; bat in Arabic, Dadoes*. 
.tfeeBrnce'i Anaalioftbc East- India Company, A. D. 10909* 
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freen produced, the Ambassador landed, and was received by 
Sir Nicholas Waite, the Consul of the New Company, witb 
great respect. 

On the 26th of January 1701, the Ambassador set out on his« 
journey towards the Emperor's camp, with a retinue of sixty 
Europeans and 300 natives.* On the 3d of March he reach- 
ed Erampore ; at whiefc*pflace ft became expedient to visit the) • 
vizier Gazy Addeen Khan, one of the viziers who happened to 
be there. Some time was spent in adjusting the ceremonies y 
but the Ambassador, requiring to be admitted to a conference, 
preceded by drums, trumpets, &c. which the Vizier refused, a» 
being inconsistent with Eastern usages on such occasions, the* 
Ambassador held this refusal to be derogatory from his'dignity, 
and left Kraropore without having' any conference with the* 
Vizier; and on the 7th of April reached Pernalla, near which* 
the camp of Aumngzebe was situated : and as soon as he had 
notified his arrival, he was permitted to pitch bis ten to. in the> 
vicinity of the Royal residence. 

On the 28th of April 4he Ambassador obtained his first au- 
dience, aud was most graciously received. He, in consequence, 
made an application to the Emperorvto Issue- firman* for free* 
dom of trade to the New Company* His Majesty condescend- 
ingly promised that he would give orders* to his viziers on the* 
subject* Sometime after, the* Ambassador hud* a* second au- 
dience, and presented the Emperor with 200 gokl mohurs ; and 
the business seemed ta.be im* fair vt rain of success? when in- 
telligence arrived from Surat, that three- Mogul < ships, coming 
from Mocha, had been captured bf an English- pirate : in con- 
sequence of this information* the Viziers demanded that tha 
Ambassador^Houldnot only give security-for the return* of thesa 
&Zpi'," £^i" thatJie. should guarantee* the future* safety of the 
Mogui commerce, • against pirates of every description/ The 
Ambassador declined entering into this stipulation ; and was 
thereon informed, that " he feriew Jiis way back to England." ' 
Considering this. answer as. a dismission from the* Court, Sit 
William Norris, desired passes to be issued for his safe return.'* 
to Surat ; -and. on. the morning 6f the 5th of November quitted . 
the Mogul camp. 

■ Some efforts were made* by the Viasiers to induce the Am«» 
bfrssador to alter his resolution ; and he was forcibly detained 
at Eranipore, till a letter, and a sword,', for the Kiojjof Eng- - 
lanJ,,froinAurung.zebe/ arrived^. 

j" *An account of the procesBioo, and lUt of the present*, may^bo • 
Touod In pile's Anaals o(th« lfe^lndiaJGoi»panj, > 4,dfrll(KH, pa^ . 
'469* . 
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On the 7 tl* of January, 1702, Sir William Norris was. permitted 
to continue his journey, and, arrived at Surat on the 12 th of 
April. On the 29th of the same month, he embarked on board 
the Scipio, and a few days afterwards sailed for England ; but 
died before the ship reached St. Helena. 

in consequence of the abrupt termination of the negotiation, 
• and the continued depredations ofHfte pirates, the Emperor 
Was much incensed, and gave command that every European in 
iti3 dominions* should be seized, and thrown into prison*. 

It now becomes requisite to relinquish, for a time, the af- 
fairs of the English, and of Azeem Ooshan j and to introduce 
to the reader a character, who, in the sequel, will make a con- 
spicuous figure in the transactions of Bengal. This person was 
the son of a poor Qrahmanf , and, during his youth, was- pur« 
chased fay a Persian merchant, named Hajy Shuffia, who took 
him to Ispahan, and, having circumcised htm, ehanged his 
name to Mohammed Hady, and educated him as one of faia 
<own children. Upon the death of the merchant, his heirs 
snamsinitte'd the youth, and permitted him to proceed to the 
Dekkan? where, soon after his arrival, he obtained an inferior 
employment in the service of Hajy Abdullah, Dewan, (saper- 
intendant of the revenues) of Berar : in this situation he evinc- 
-edswch a knowledge of accounts, and expertness in business, 
ahat within a few years lie was recommended to the Emperor 
Aumngzebe, as a fit person to fill the office of Dewan of Hy-» 
^derabad, then vacant ; he was in consequence appointed to 
that office, aod dignified with-the title of Kar Tulb Khan. 

A continuation of the same line of conduct which had re* 
commended him to the Emperor, induced that monarch to 
^nominate Kar Tulb Khan, in the year 1 1 13, to the important 
^office of Dewan of Bengal, with 'the title of Moor shud Cooly 
JKhan-, under which name he will be continued throughout 
rthis History J. * 

During the despotic reign of Attrangzebe, the offices of 
jNazim .{Military governor) ana* Dewan were kept perfectly 

* The failure of this embassy was, io part, owing to the animosity 
•existing between tjie Old and New Companies : all of which are f«rHy 
.detailed in M*. Brace's Annals* and -I have thefefbre purposely 
avoided ^entering into any discussion on the subject. Happily for tbf 
repose of all parties, these dissensions were terminated tjy the onion of 
the two Companies in 1702 3.; bat the adjustment of their respective 
affairs was not completed till the year 1708, when they took the title of 
.The United Company of Merchants trading to the £ast Indies. 

+ See Maasiral Omrab, -. 

. J, By Mr. Or me he, is called Jaffier. Khan*, and by Mr. Giad^i, and 
4fce translator of the Sieral Mutakbereen, sometimes Jaffier Khan, aqd 
at other times Moorshud Cooly. But as a second Jaffier Khan will aft- 
.pear in the pages of ibis History, 1 have thought it better to let him re- 
itain the title of Moorshud Cooly Khan throughout. 
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distinct: the business of the former was to defend and pro* 
tect the country from foreign insult or domestic insurrections, 
and to enforce a strict obedience to the laws : to the latter was. 
assigned the collection of the revenues, and the disbursements 
of ail the requisite expenses*. He was, in a certain degree, 
subject to the orders of the Nazim ; being obliged to comply 
with all written orders, for money, from that officer, ToT'the 
service of government : but the Nazim was responsible to" 
the exchequer for any improper use of that power ; he received 
bis regular salary .from the Dewan, and was not entitled to any 
further emolument from his office. These two officers were, 
however, commanded to consult with each other, upon all 
important affairs : and to act in concert upon every public 
emergency, according to the regulations which from time to 
time were issued. 

Moorshud Cooly Khan, soon after bis appointment, proceed- 
ed to Dacca, and entered with alacrity upon j&e business of 
his office. He found that the country was rich and productive, 
but that the public revenue had been absorbed in improper 
channels. He therefore appointed his own collectors to the 
different districts j and in a short period ascertained that the 
revenue of. Bengal amounted to one crore (ten millions) of 
rupees.- • 

During the superihtendance of former Dewans, the greater 
part of Bengal had, from the idea of its being an unhealthy and 
unproductive country, been made over to notary jagierdarsf j 
and only a small proportion of it remained unp!er the immediate 
controul of the exchequer ; its revenue there/ore had not even 
sufficed to pay the Nazim, and military and civil establish* 
merits ; in consequence of which, money was frequently drawn 
from the other Soubahs, to liquidate the debts of Bengal. The 
first act of Moorshud Cooly* s authority was, to request the 
Emperor to cancel all the jagiers of Bengal; and to assign t<> 
to .the officers lands in Orissa 5 au<l other districts \ where the 
hand of authority, aided by private influence andsupejintendr 
•ace, was required tp> enforce the collections. . . ; 

His suggestions (Were readjly attended to ; and all Jthe asajgn,- 
mentsjon Undp, except the. &tipend$*of tbeNizamut and Dewan- 
ny, were transferred to Orissa. Ay this means tjbe .whole of 
theZemhijdars, or Hindoo: landholders, were placed, under the 
immediate controul of the Dewan* who, by his authority., en- 
forced a very; considerate rise on their rents, and thereby muck 
augmented the reveaue of the sjt ate, 
■ > * 1 j 

.;.* A eqpy of iheDe van's commissi qd .may. tie. found in Hie, Appepdiz 
to the 3d volume of Dow's fliatory of HipdoostfM). • ' . «■ 

+ Possessors of lands, held by awignment from the Crown for parti* 
colar services. 
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This conduct acquired far Moorshud Cooly Khan great ce* k < 
lebrity at Courts but the haughty spirit of the Prince, Azeem 
Ooshan, could ill brook the constant interference, in all pe- 
cuniary transactions, of the Dewan, and his frequent opposi- 
tion to his Royal Highness's commands. Beside these causes, 
the Prince was exceedingly jealous of the high favour in which' 
Moorshud Cooly stood with the Emperor ; and the courtiers 
a/id favourites of the Prince, whose extravagance, or assumed 
powers, were constantly controuled by the Dewan, fanned the' 
Aame, and added fuel to his already exasperated temper: 
Azeem Ooshan was therefore exceedingly anxious to get rid 
of his rival, if it could be effected without risking the displea- 
sure of the Emperor. 

As in the East there have been at all times found people 
ready to commit the most daring acts, or to perpetrate the 
tnost atrocious murders, when supported by the hand of pow- 
er, or bribed by ^he temptation of wealth- an officer, named 
Abdal Vahid, commanding a long-established corps of horse, 
called Nukedy, who were entitled to their pay monthly from 
the treasury, and therefore looked with contempt on the other 
troops paid by assignments on the zemindars,— and who were, 
besides, noted for their Indolence and contempt of all authority, 
— propose^ to the Prince to assassinate the Dewan, if he 
would ensure to him, or to his heirs, a large sum of money. 
The offer having been accepted, Abdal Vahid ordered his menj 
to waylay the I>ewao> the next time he came to- pay his res- 
pects io the PrinceV > « . 
1 ; An opportunity soon after offered t the Dewan, who wae 
tiever^ deficient in etiquette and; respect to" the Viceroy, left his 
house one morning, to pay' his obeisance at the palace; but 
before he had gotten half way, his retinue was Stopped in the 
Street by a large body of the Nukedy • regiment, who, in a. 
clamorous manner, demanded' their pay. The Dewan, whe 
always went abroad well armed, and was^ attended by a con- 
siderable number df armed followers, immediately jnmped out 
of his palanquin; and, drawing his sword, tidtumattded his 
Attendants to clear the roadj and drive those fellows away. 
;The Nukedies, seeing his resole tion Und firmness, shrunk back) 
&id Allowed' htm to proceed ^unmolested to the' palace* ; where; 
^as spon as he eb tered> he loudly accused th# Prince of being 
llie Author of this conspiracy, fie then seated himself, in a 
a rude? and indecorous manner, opposite to hinv ; ••; and-putting 
his hand to his dagger, said, M If you want vnjlite, here let u« 

"* " '' ' ll1 ' ' ' ■■■■■! II JI I W I I « 'n, ■-, . , P | , I J«» 

* *tWWldfa$ called the Pboahteb, is aCifl is exMeirte, and Ilia- 

.^fkbiled bjtheckUjf civil servant at Dacca. ./*"*; ^ - • ' • 
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try the contest: if otherwise, take care that nothing of this 
kind ever again occurs." 

.^ The Prince alarmed by his threats, and dreading the severe 
ju§(ice of the Emperor, was very much agitated 5 and after 
protecting his innocence in the most solemn manner, sent for 
Abdal.Vauid, and severely reprimanded him for the flagitious 
conduct of his men, threatening him with the severest marks, of 
his displeasure if they were ever again guilty of such disorderly 
behaviour : these excuses.did not, however, satisfy the Dewap * 
be proceeded immediately to the Public Hall .of Audience, and^ 
having sent, for .Abdal Vahid, examin^dL into the, arrears due to 
the corps 5 . and,- after giving him.ai^assjgnqentfor the amount, 
on One of the zemindars, discharged ,him r aud his regiment from 
the Imperial service^ '..,.' 

•Moorshud Cooly then returned home,; .and, having drawn 
out a statement of all the circumstances, had it .Authenticated 
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place, however, not agreeing with his family, he sometime 
after removed to Patna, the castle and fortification of which, 
he repaired, and, by permission of the Emperor, changed the 
-name of the city to Azeemabad j by which appellation it is 
still distinguished by all the followers of Mohammed. 

It has been before stated, that, on the abrupt termination of 
Sir William Norm's embassy, the Emperor had issued orders 
to seize and confine every Eurpean in his dominions : in, 
f consequence of which, in the riiotrth of February 170*, the 
. whole 6f the English settled at Patna and Rajmahe), with all 
their effects, were seized, to make good the damages done by 
the pirates : the amount of the property, however, proving 
inconsiderable, the Company's servants were confined for fifty* 
one days in the public jail, but were afterwards liberated on. 
their parole. On the 30th of March the order was extended 
to all the European factories ; and the' loss of the English Com- 
pany, on this occasion, amounted to sixty-»two thousand ru- 
pees. In this month/ also, the Foujedaraf Hoogly issued an. 
order to seize all the Cdm^hy's effects at < dlcutta; but the 
^President, Mr. Beard, having previous notice of his inten- « 
tiring had so well prepared 'for his defence, that the Fotije* 
iter hesitated 'to attack the febtcfry; and, 'by the private m^ 
tervetttibn 6f the Prince, who darst not openly oppose th* 
Emperor's xommands, at length desisted from his intentions. 
He, however, seized upon all the goods belonging to the Com- 
pany which weie coming down the river to Calcutta; 'but ther 
spirited conduct of the English/ on this occasion, by preventing 
any of the Mogul shi^s frbni passing dovvu the rive*, obliged, 
nini to.refease the ptfopjerty. ' 

During the whole of this bnsnVess, the Prints Asteem Oosbau . 
evinced the greatest moderation ; and would not haw carried 
into effect the orders of the Umpef or, had he not been goaded 
thereto, by the Imperial DeWam. In the month of OctoUeV, nfe 
sent orders to liberate the Company's agents confined at Raj-* 

tedto proceed 
id from Court 
msioo the De* . 
of trade to all , 
and the Prmca 
TheDewan, 
European na- 
i they claimed , 
ied theirs y but 
byroiie of the 
tore, thnEog- 
coJetthemat- 
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Moorshud Cooly Khan, baring fixed his residence at Mulch* 
soodabad, assembled there all the public officers of his depart- 
ment 5 and at the end of the year, having made up his accounts, 
in which was clearly exhibited ther great increase he had made 
to the revenue of the provinces, 'prepared to set out for Court, 
in order personally to lay thein before the Emperor: on pre- 
senting the papers, however, to the two Canoungoes*, whose 
counter-signatures were requisite for their being audited in. the 
Imperial exchequer, one of them, named Dherp Narain, re- 
fused his signature, unless bribed- by a present of three £ac5 of 
rupees ; but the Deivan, conscioas of the accuracy of his 
statement, refused his. demand;; and- having obtained the sig- 
nature of the other Canouogoe^ notwithstanding his beirig on 
bad terms with the Prince, proceeded, to the Imperial camp 61 
the Dekfcan 5 and having first presented the Emperor; and his 
ministers with a very large sum of money, and a number of 
curiosities brought from Bengal, he then *abautted his ac- 
counts to the Imperial exchequer : they were immediately . 
audited by the Vizier, and much credit given to htm for his ~ 
exertions He was> in consequence, dignified by the Emperor 
♦with a dress of honour, standards, and kettle-drums j and re- - 
appointed to Bengal, as -Dewan of the three provinces, and \ 
deputy Naaim to the Prince in the provinces of Bengal and * 
Orissa. 'fato circumstance gave great offence to Azeem Oo- 
shan ; but* knowing the despotic temper, of .his grandfather, he . 
could only repine in silence.- 

In the year 1705-6, the» union of the two East-India Com* 
panies having been nearly completed, the .whole of the united ■ 
property was deposited in Fost William ; the garrison of which. . 
'was augmented to the ttumber* of on* hundred and thirty 
European, soldiers ; and* numbe* of guns wereuroounted ou 
the works. Tfcfc display, of strength does not appear to have,, 
.givetf any offence to the,Mk^fiI goverdhielsit j but it inspired the - 
•native merchants 'with confidence, and induced many of them, t 
to go and settle in Calcutta^ which, in consequence, had be- 
came a regular and populous* town, and produced a consider- 
able revenue ; and . bemg- rendered independent of Madras, 
by the Company, rose, highly in,the,esttmatioOrOfcthe>commer- 
eialfworld. 

'BucUwas thelstateof amiira*4n Bengal, whe*v the great age 
and fcedily infirmities o£ the* fitAperor Aunmgzebet having. 

'« • ■ ' i ■ ■ . . . • -f • 
i ' i ■ ■ ■■»■■■■ ■»■ i 

* Officers io the. reveaiie department, «ob ordinate to the Dew&o-_ 
TaewonrmcaDniitenitly^ BipHrfcner o f t he R e gp lotions. 

.+ This mooar<;h> title, was properly ^alapigeer (Conqueror of tho- 
^World) ; but aa be it better known id feu rope by the appellation be*. 
twtra^prince,iO»retaiae(riaUusHJ8t'<J , ry. . 
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^ven'rise to many intrigues for the succession to tbe empire, 

Sultan Mdbwmmed Aazini, who for a short time governed Ben* 

gul, and who, although only the' secoml surviving sonofAu- 

rungzebe, openly laid claim-to "the throne* and was, in fact, the 

.favourite land intended 'heir <cf his father, being jealous of} the 

-great ' wealth pcfesrased by Jris r nephew, the Prince A seem 

^Ooshan,and the power whtoh the government of the eastern 

: pro vinee» 'threw into biff hands, procaned' Ins recall * and that 

^rmce, a-few mbnths before tike death of the Emperor, having 

"appointed. his owo son, ; Ferrokhsere, to be his representative 

in Bengal and Orfessa, aad'tter. Baknd Khan to be deputy* 

- goverhor of Behar, proceeded towards Court. 

• ■■ Although the connection between A2fee»n Goshan and the 
history of Bengal /terminates with bis departure from Patna; 
Vet as tne*fate »o# that .prince, is not recorded in any regular 
history, of India, it is i. presumed < that an account of it- will not 
be considered as* uninteresting in this place. 

Tbo. Emperor • Anrungzebe Aalnmgeer departed • this Hie on 
the -28th of . Zykaad (1 1th month) of the f ear of the Hejira 
1118, in his camp, in the vicinity of Abmechiagur,* aged 
ninety-one. years and thirteen days; having verbally made a 
division of his * empire amongst his three sons. To the eldest, 
Mohammed •'Muaaitu, . he assigned the provinces of-Cabui, 
£»ahore> and Moultah ; to the second, Mohammed Aazim (then 
called Aazim Shah),, he gave the central parts of Hindoos i an ; 
and to the younger, Kara Bukhsh, the provinces of tU* South, 
or Dekkan. 

The day = after the death of the Emperor, . his second son, 
(Aazim Shah, entered the Imperial camp^ and took possession 

• of -the Royal-teats and treasures ; • and as .soon as the funeral 
rites were* performed, he mounted the throne, and gave audi- 
«uce to^iJi the nubility, and oflacers of the army. Ha confirm- 
ed all tk« MUJuistiers;/of"the late reign in (their appointments ; 

.and, shardffaft^svjwds, comme«;ed Iws^nfiftroh towards DeMy, 

in order u» (secure the capital against .-hisj.ialder brother. 

• The Prfcro.;Azeein.,Q.»*bf»n» wb,o».bpa\, by the Enperor's 
.orders left itw.goyern^e^trof ,tten^A txi proceed eo the pre- 
sence, >h*d taken- tde precaution to bring with him a consider- 
able detachment of his best- troops, and had reached ; the vi- 
WutYvjof.Agfiai^hen he .heard *of ijife, grandfather's /decease ; 

;inpou vvhich event/he -marchfld, witfoali expedition, to : eecure 
that city for his father, Mohammed Muazim, then known by 
the title of §hah~AlamnTbut th~e Governor of the province of 

' *'Taken by 'General "Wei l^sle v "3 d rl pfe <he laV Mahratta >ar. The 
'Emperor was buiied therej cloje'.to the tomb of a ;oat!U Oaurtd Zjsaal 
Abedeeo, *---* ...--. 
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Agra having united his daughter in marriage to the Son. qf ^be 
prince Auzim Shah, resolved to oppose him $ apo* .in. .order to 
impede his .progress sunk, all the boats in the river Jumna and 
erected batteries at the neighbouring fords. His efforts were, 
however, unavailing 3. for Azeem Ooshan having marched, 
some distance up the banks of the river, crossed it and in a 
general engagement, defeated and took the Coventor prisoner j 
by which -event, although he could o^t obtain .possession of the 
fort, lie became master of -the province through which all the 
contending armies must pass. A short time after this event* 
having obtained intelligence that a convoy, with the year's 
revenue of Bengal, amounting to one . crore of rupees 
4 1 ,250,000/.) was advancing towards Agra, he sent off a detach* . 
fluent of cavalry, and succeeded in siezing it ; which ciroum- 
♦tanccproved^in the sequel, of -the greatest uupdrtaace to the 
•success of his father. 

Azeem Oeshan, having! besides, brought with him the im- 
mense sum of nearly eight crores of rupees* from Bengal- im- 
mediately commenced levying troops, and upon the arrival of 
•his father at Agra, -mustered before him 30,000 well mounted 
cavalry-j-. Although Bakir Khan, the governor of the citadel 
•of Agra, had refused to deliver tit up to Azeem Ooshan, he did 
aot hesitate a moment to send the keys to Shah Aalum, who, 
as the eldest son, he considered the legitimate heir to -the em* * 
•pire. 

. The possession of -that fortress was of the utmost cpnse- 
-queoee to Shah Aalum, as it not only a0br4ed him a, place <>f 
«fugerfor his family* but contained the whole of Shah Jeban's 
treasures, with warlike stores pf every kind j by the means of 
cwbichhe speedily vefitted Ijis army,*nd advanced to meet his 
rival and brother, the prince Aazim Shah. 

The contending armies met on the plains pf.Jajoo,. not manjr 
miles distant from Agra, , and as the command of the firstling 
- which bore the brunt ,of tha batthfe jgas jentrusted to. &zper* 
Ooshan, much of the auccess^f £be day may be attributed; t# 
hU exertions. The result wag, jtfie total defeat, pC.yVazini 
Shah's army, and the death of fcimaejf and his twp sons Itedar 
iBukht and Vela Jahf. This event occurred, on th* Uth. of the 
f»onthRubbyalAvuini9, A.D.1707, : : n « ,, .' iir 

' • ; - : • •' ' • -' >["' ••"« ■"■•'!) • ' 

• 4 crorc is 100 lacs, or 10,000,000. , r ' * ^ liit . 

* It may not be unnecessary here to reorart, that the soldier^ It rider 
the aatN ePxinces of India, faroifSed their *ftHiihav*et > 's*ifcs#tfi t a*4 
that a npmbcr ofibem were always ready to join the itaadard of aoy 
nersoo who could pay them. 

• 1 Thet&eseotB ar * recoided ftrflie 'M«ata*hob al Ubab^f h>U> 
Xfaaft, the Sier Mutakbercea of Syed Ghpolam HUuoein, an^ y«Moi 
of*tfM*art&a*i«ft)Oy JSradot Kbaa*.,For,u)e latu^iioi^pfcicli 
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• f 'ltffte¥Ui5s victory, Shah Atum returned to Agra, and as* 
aumeiHhetttte of'Behadur Shah and as a proof of hit sense 
*f the assistance he had received (rem his son Azeem Ooshaa, 
reappointed hith Governor of the province of Bengal, Bebae 
and Orissa, to which was added the province *f Allahabad, 
but as the Emperor was desirous of retaining him near his per* 
eon-, during the War against his own younger brother Kai& 
Btrkbsh* he directed hirtrto confirm Meorshud Cooly Jaffier 
Khan, as his deputy in Bengal and Orissa ; and so appoint suck 
persons aa he most esteemed to be bis deputies in the other 
provinces. This circumstance enabled the Prince handsome^ 
to reward two ftoblemeo Who had been useful to him on vari* 
* CWs occasions, -and Had particularly distinguished themselves in 
the late engagement. These* two persons were brothers, anA 
boasted the' honour of being descended from the* Arabian Pro*' 
phet. To the eldest named Syed Abdullah Khan he gave tbt? 
government of Allahabad y and to the younger, Syed Hussein 
<Aty Khan, that of Behar. After these arrangements, the Prince- 
constantly attended at Court and by bis abilities and suavity 
of manners* gained a great influence over th* mind #f hie. 
father: 

In the year 1 184, A. D. 17!*, th*Empero*> who was the*, 
at Lahore, was taken ill of a fever, which affected his baaks, a** 
rendered him totally Incapable of business ? and as hfceUkestsosv. 
Moizaddeen, had for some time declined coming to Court, onwc.^ 
cmint of tbe preference which his father gave to Aj*eesn Oosban, 
all the iaffalrs of the empire Were, for some time, tmosacteA 
by the Prince j whicb tircnmstatfce enabled bun, upoB.the> 
death of Behrfdur Shah, to take ^ossessia of the Royal Uea- 
sure, Jeyets, and arttlJety, atid to mount the throne. Bat 
having, by his pride aid petulance, given offence to Zoolfecar 
Khan, the Ameer til Omrtt>, and other officer*, they took par* 
Wkh his three brothers*. - 

At this time the 1 Whole efthtelmperlal army was encamped 
fn tte*vftimty of Lahorfc : the Emperor's tents were upe* one. 
tfde of the river ^Ravy), and those of Aaeem Ooshan upon the 
opposite bank ; but a constant ' communication was kept up 
between both,' by mean* of boats : and as soon as the Emperor 
died, Azeem Ooshan took possession of the Imperial tents.. 
The-grouad oi^ncaiapnaaot of the three other princes was be- 
tween the Emperor's tents and the town. 

XtadAfleemOoabaav acted with promptitude, and immedi- 
ately attached fata brothenvhe would fare probably been sue?. 
» *» ' _, * ' * - i- ■ — 

V^bert.sr^dcirt'iBWtoryertle IHkVat! v Jo wbiclil he description 
*+T tifefeaMe -wfll aarase'every otifittfry reader. 
' fTlrtiraiu^irfetr.MtHiWdtta, ^€luni Saab* 
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eessfat ; but toping that the army, finding he wai in rjosseesior* 
of the treasure and artillery, would flock to bis standard, h* 
ftesolved to remain on the defensive $ and gave orders to have hut 
nampentvencbed. 

While Aeeera Ooshan thus flattered htoaserfwith an easy 
tonquest, the three brothers, by the advice of the Ameer ui 
Omrah, drew several large pieces of artillery from the fort, and 
encamped their not ted forces in one tine, making the city their 
&efene* te thereat. 

* £n ttte^ifciation affairs mnaloed for four days; daring whieJfr 
ft heavy cannonade was kept wp on bdth aides : tout the adyan*- 
Cage being manifestly on the part of tea tare* brothers, en* 
the troops of Aseem Oosban beeprnsiug to desert, be found it 
requisite to alter his \>lan ; and en <he> tfiftb snerniea, maneheoV 
from W*amp, fetoiveoVt* eonqaie^artewaiat 

A* previous to this time most of his experienced gemeraia bad 
left him, the troops were drawn out without any pro per arrange- 
ment} the artiltery were placed in- ancfli i situation as to be 
j^ecty useless, and were not support by Any .booty jefae- 
gular troops. Kereera Addeen, the eldest son of the Prince* 
who wis the nominal commander of the Irsc ike, aeniaiAed in 
the reserve with his father j anjtoanaof the* officer* knew to 
whom they should apply for orders. 

In the meantime ihe enemy advanced eTosvar, but in Jtegtfcta* 
order, towards A seem Ooshan, whose terrified troops began to~ 
disperse. The misguided, hut truly brave Prince, when ha 
saw his fortune thus adverse, (though be might have saved 
fcimse&byv cutting his elephant, and mounting adleet. horse, 
which would have carried him bank to Bengali.) disdained the • 
proposition, which had been suggested to him by Ameen 
Addowleb, one of hi* attached friends* and eontiDuing to ad- 
vance, although nearly abandoned by aJMiis troops, fcis^elephant 
driver was killed by amusquet shot; and the animal, having 
been severely wounded by a cannon-bail, became >fiwieuA, end, 
rushing to the steep bank of the Kavy, $r«eimtated himself and 
master into the stream. The dead body el the elephant was 
again' found, but no trace of the Prince wa* ever discovered -,. 
and for* a time it was- hoped, by his-friends, thathehadescaped*. 
Such is the account given, both in the Sier al Mntakhereee^ 
and the Muntakhnb al Lebab.j but by Eradut Khan's state- 
ment, the body of Azeem Ooshan was found on the field ofT 
.battle, covered with wounds, and delivered to his brothers* 
," Mohammed Kereem, the eldest son of the Prince, was made. 
Prisoner, and put to death by order of his uncle, Moiaaddeen,. 
who had then assumed the title of Jehandtr Shah. These 
events oectrrred in the end of Safer -(aecoad months _pf the^ 
yew im,A.D. t m*< . , 
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$ucfo tvas the catastrophe of the unfortunate Prince Azeem 
Obshan, who for eleven years governed the provinces of Behar 
and Beogal with much tolerance and .moderation ; and which 
-conduct, contrasted with that of his successor, places his cha* 
jacter in .a \%etipz favourable point of *iew. It may, however, 
be remarked, that the princes of the house «of Timpur'hav? 
evinced 4n India a mildness of disposition not corresponding 
with' the idea w* have of Tartans j and thaUhe epithet of 
** Cruel Despot" has not been applicable to any of that family* 
4br akfaough Au?tnigzebe was a bigot, and persecuted the Hin- 
doos, it may J>e doubted whether he was naturally of a cruel 
disposition : at all events, his countrymen entirely acquit him 
•otithescote of the murder of *is brothers, as an act of self* 

JreserratioB^ and it hasten Justly observed, by a native of 
ndia, "That Priacea should not be judged of by thexules of 
♦cammon Bfe.* v ' .. 



JftfWAB MOORSHUO COOLY, MUTIMUN AL MOOLK, 
ALA ADDOWLEH, JAFFIER KHAN NJBSEERY, 
* NASHR JUNO. 

Continuation %>f(he hi&tory ofMoorshud Cody Jaffier Khan 
~ On his return to Bengal, changes the name of Muhhsoo* 
- dabad to Moorshudakud—The English obtain permission to 
' > -establish a factory at Cd8simbazar->-The Nuw/tb appoints 
■.. - deputy J&ewan* of Bengal and Orissa~~ Establishes a new 

* system of polity uitth respect, to the Zemindars~-Tflkes the 
t. JanH entirely out &f their hands, and appoints h& own coU 

Sectors of the *evenue-*The Rfljas cf Bheerbhoam and Bish~ 

■' -enpore exempted from these regulations — Tha Rajas of Tip* 

. perah andCodeh Behar agree to pay trjfiute—-The Nuwdb 

revenges himself 4>nDerp Narain, one of the Imperial Co> 

' moungoesr^Promotes t t&e son of the deceased-- Represents 

'to' the Emperor the impolicy of the foujedar of Hoogly 

•being independent of his authority— ~Qrdj?re4 to appoint dn 

^officer of his own to that office — Nominates tiPullee £eg~* 

* The deposed Foujedar refuses' to leave, behind h\s'Pexshha\v 
*~—A dispute takes placer-^Zyn Addeen is assisted by the 

■ French and Dutch — The ftumab sends a force, under Dit- 
. put Sing, to establish his officer— An accidental shot hitls 

DilputSing—TJie insurgents. drive the Nttutab's troops Info 
. the town, andjnarjch off tow qr^ Dehly-rThe rfittcab, sdme 

time after, takes revenge . an . the Peishhar~R educes the 

#flke MtawAbaTaleb'sttavek' ' 
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k ihtRtnry establishment— Preserves great dignity h nis Vourt 
^Impartial in his conduct, but prefer* the Hindoos its men 
' i>f business— One oj his principal {JoUector* commit suicide 
*— Fh'rfovi instances if the Nawab's cruelty in enforcing', the 
toteections r ±-Obstrvts great regularity in Remitting the re- 
venues — Jealous of any interference with th* subordinate 
appointments in Bengal — Shews great partiality to Sief 
JChan, Foujedarof.Putneah — Neglects Aboo Turab/tne 
' Foujetiar of ftnobsnah, who U in consequence murdered— 

1 Vhe Nuwa'b inflicts severe punishment *h the rebels— *A6- 
iounts'dfthe Prince Ferrokhsere^- Apples to the Nmoab 
Jbr assistance — if rejused— quits Moor§kHdft6ad, and prb- 
feeds 1to Patna — fits cnute espousedty Kyed Hussein A 'ly, 
'the GbvMor of Qehar, who writes to AMuUah Khan, Go- 
vernor of Allahabad, and prtvaik upon him to foin in the 
YrtettinW—AbWultah/in «^^^er<?i4<^, *m^ i^« rA^ y^r> 
cdftMllofi* of Bengal; tondletie* ifafpe-^The EmpcrOreu- 
vtorsVtie* j#bdul(a%, and sendk^nFtoiriy to dispossess Mm~* 

,' ^eirotfp&af AbduHah toUW>*^defea4 the Royal army 
—Fefrb'hhMre marches front Petti**; WWf arrives *t Allah** 

\ bad, 'where *he musters his artnp-^ Advances • fo Gudgwa-** 

" * defeHts the Jtoyttl artitp-^ proceeds towards Agrm^engagee 

the Imperial forces ctoniHandedfy the 'Emperor in [ pc*s.on-± 

jffusstm Aly Khan sevef tfy l wouWfad to*h&eng*getocHt—i 

Je%andar : Hkah escapes H &ehfy&to**i*ed wid donfined^ 

L1 As8jid,adJ)"wlah } the Vizier— -FerrcJlbsert > ptoclaiineti Em~ 

? yeror—jifoceed* 'to Denly^ctiuse* Jekttrtdtjt 8hak Ho be put 
to death— takes ppssetsion 'of 'the kingdom. ^Affair* of 
Bengal testimed—ftasneed Khansa favourite of the Prince, 
aitenipts 'to seize on the province '• of Bengal — Afoorekud 
*Cdoly apposes, defeats, and kMs i Bashced 'fPhan— ^Confirmed 
in his government — Appoints his grandson deputy < Dewan 
of Bengal— gets aside the ptWUoge* of the English— They 
Vend an embassy ^to Dehly, tit < complain+f Ms conduct— 
^Procee'dingsofthe enibassy^G^tainsNfarious -Firmans <fibm 
the EfnperOr^RetHrris to CalWN*^** Num#6 refuses b 
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fie Nutort order* Ma tomb totebuUjt^J2^*av$urtto t 9e~ 
, »• curette r 8MCG€»swn for At* a grandsw, Ser Jlfraz Kho»>— 
Opposed 6y fa Son-**- t<m, ^4 the ^neer^L Qn^rah, Kfaan 
JDd.wra*rr-:Tke Nuw4b opfw'wtv &s> gwvdspv biqfairjind 
svtee4*fr~T&}e*T-yHi*; .tep-innhl*, £k^W)d44wJ£ty*n* 

V • - a . ' -H •• •-•- i ^ -\v -- - *■< ... v,.., ,.,•:.' ■ ^ 

.XT ve^s tJbougt^^rapser, w^v foregoing chapter, flot^tQin- 
.terrup* the najxajtwe, of events j but to accompany^ jl>e jprinca 
4&£5e,m Oosjaany $a^l^fi end of. his career.-- We novy /ieUir^ ta. 



WNtilffl! 
-tflWfen, 
filmed;* 

fcad.Jteen 

4ej*i«y,il 
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khAfisf$ :-fc §Mfc .jwaetfoie appointed Bhoopjut^Roy, fad 
Kejtojr Rpy #1 t,\vo jBpahipeps, pjp^atjty rela,upn& ,p£ biaown* 
Ipcwfideatial 'situations j tlj£nr$Jt, secret#jcy ^o tbe,tfe^ury^ 
fcnd.the latter his private, secret aryl f .^'-'a|BQ.|an^x€^ 'th^ 
di^MriQt of Midn^p^e ;o Bengal, V\^^jt,^p,afe?^ be/ or ^ 
fon^titflted apa#pf.pmsa. , v . f ....„..." .',«, »', . . , .. , 
He now conamen t ced to ,py ( t ,^. pi^ct^^ a. spiej^. «f Aft: 

holder* ,M$tycb, ^atyiOfiglMt :PWk. apaP^W ift*'V£YfmP#' 



i 1 Tfce^nty^pex^s ,jwh# , w^erp ^femj^ed ;fro#* tJ^e,<Jesp?Ufi 

per*, • .!Rhe^ wa&a^apu^ a^d^,Yif > t^u^^a,^^e ) r, iainecl 

^bflndope4 t ^ ; ^9rs^j,9f $oJs /n and e«b{a§e£ ^e^Joham- 
IftedaA faith. v ,Twjh-8 ei WW 4 W?i$*W i/Wrfe 3 v W°ffl e . . to :$ l 4- 



ritaWe purpflsev^ ftf f 7 W^^P9jMPg:W e x!fFyg\Q«^/ a W ^? r ^f!^ 
or,ip J iriienD^. 1 |he 1f ^tres^s;Qf,..t^ |$0CyM<&i)i9& >iH yvas 
trades j jWffitmc f o #11 t^e-dutfe^ ,9% s ,F$«i° n A W W 1 ^ 

ftora$*er/wqul4 fraj^exposed the Njivyab^^^t qpprobrmui^ 
aodjjronW Hav^MUe* flgajn^jhitn fye] |^i^ .dan^ur ; ^and 

MM*SHJW a /?b ."i Jon >i!i!) Tj!|i-i iitit ,;:>i:ih]. ') » isi,i .tby«> 
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" Thi'otlijpr zemindar o'*ed : nis&ctYffty to f tn« fcitbtt bfMl 
cbmAry; 1 Which was ftil|.of Mods, 'and niflJinVt'fc to ttrc nidtifti 
fcuii^f9iu^in^^ri|icr;ii(i&ik atty inVasion of trite dfotirftft; Ri 
retired fo'^la^es; ioaccesXtbfe to" ins pursuers, anil fttinoye4 
them sev&elriti their Wtreat : the country was ossicles' hrijpro* 
ductive ; and the expenses of collection, arid o¥ maintaining % 
fvould hVyeV^^cfed Ae amiunt^f Ae revfeiiUe. '' ' 
■ Ttiese two zetfiinflar!*;, tnerefriri, feeing rfefttfetf: thfe *fam* 
worts 'to attefjd at fcfie;€»u A Vjf Mdor*hudaJ&a\ 'Wjsre' permitted 
to remain on tHerr dwA estates 1 , 6W conftitidti of ft^ttliitly re- 
«nj*M n g their assessment* through an agent station^ it IftottiU 
KfcHbtt.-' •"" : - : -"-■• '" -' ' ' ■<• ^ 

*' Tte RWs of TmpwSH, ^oodti flelftr, ^c^AS&WI/ #*6tt 
^untrie^ftlibVglr they had been overrun Wttfc MoTiMnmedatt 
fritttf^fcwl never been jierfecfiy iMxtefrMtffaomiWtdt* 
coniiHifed tq^read tne^umWela tff ^h*pVKWfleV#n*^ 
itaihjAfHrtie coin m ftietr own 'oaVinffi, ^r€ T «o thipto^d'WHll 
Ae Ufek of the $oweVioa aiKfitfcs of Moi^rjduid^oofy tttfotoi 
<hat they 1 fortfa^deoN to Vim valuable preterite, '^tatHytf 
elephants, wrorfghti tod^dnwrohaht' fvorf, nrokk/*fatferywi< 
tarioqs other articles, U token of the* ^niv^toh :<toretttr* 
fir Whidh 'the Nuwab^ent'thtfm'jf^/tf/iW, or htWflrferV tlreske*? 

>y 

*uper?< 

teca'rne .... «„„-... „«„«,.„ —....«„..- ..— ^ -.. — r . ..._ - 
iferrltnent, with o jit' ether 3&rty;aVfem|#lng M to rtteSafe from, % df 
jtctvance tleWtitf, tim'fn^Vihfe'of ^oifltolSt':'' * ;iV "> 



h l^rtorehu^^bp^y^devatett tw^'HaW^ tfie weektotfce ad*- 
iMnwlfattoYl of^oAtifee; ; ^tdJir^ih'feffen^^urt^.'artd * 
impartial was he in his decisions, and so rigid in the e&ctitidti 

attiriftfctfotV ofhs J resJtfatio'nS • Wd His deWsioito thereby 





_... .... ________ ..„ _„, r tyMf 

of ^eat 1 cruelty and bppfei«uon ; 4WjJ J Wh>reVer aoy ^»*stWl 
ojjpo^ed his 1 wTlI, Be tnaVked him ' ft* ftW victim, of his i ; e>ert#S; 

. rj/'NiMlS.-ota 
'* ^tlftiWtof IMfcl sf£*^ 
rf^tureJ ' Wtrre^ 

€86ly,5 ' nWhs 'AWtJiiliSnfcgbe^adiMi ift^ment indejfentf- 
«a.jr of ine'fedWWiof J'ifid VU ottly Wj8oWnt*Me t^Hfe 7 lw^«« 
exchequer for his conduct, the latter durst not ta'^^tifif^pkk 
•Hyk*- ogainat hw»? with o ut ino i irr io g the dkpleaaace . ofihe 
Prti^eror, c.Hii^^r£(yr^ .U^^d-ki^frr ,seye»il' .^w,, f»4th 
great respect and attention | and consulted hifd^drail ^" 
jOesa yarding the revenue* 
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This behaviour gained the friendship of Perp Narain, and 
failed him into fatal security ; for upon the death of Bhooppt 

< Roy, the Peisbfcari Khaisab, first clerk ofthe treasury} and whp, 
.infect, managed ail, the business e(f that office, ke w*» prevail- 
. *d upon, by the Niawab, to undertake that .employment. 

Whilst in this dangerous jituattoo, Moorehitd Cooly narrowly 
- watched uU> his actions, hoping, that by having , thus eitended 
'liis authority, be might be geilty ofaome misconduct, which 
.ehould place him totally in ms power. .BuvDerp Narain, 
hating a thorough knowledge of the. business; and beiog well 
ac^naifrtad.wkh every part^^ revenues of Ben- 

gal, and roniy aexbrtft'tei recommend hinssejf. by. the fetfbfrl 
discharge of his duty, by the most minute investigation, and. hy 
the redtictikm, of ^eoseMncrea^tta^ rnie.erore 

end thirty laefcs* < I, 300,000/.) to one or ope and « fifty lwk% 
of rupees, ( I ,£ 00>000/,), njtiich Jtecmjwd to be actually, paid 
into the pobtrc treasury $ but, in so doing, he. curtailed the el- 
lowanees granted to the zemindars, and .infringed upon. the 
'emoluments of people in office* wbiqh rendered . him very, un- 
j>opu)ar, and gave tbeNuw*b *n opportunity qf accusing him 
of malversation in his office : and, under pretence of ^scrutiniz- 
ing bis accounts, taitept hints* ^olese qonfineafient, and de- 
prived him of all the enjoyments of life* which severity so -mjf- 
feotcd the - health and spwita of Deep Narain, that he fell into 
* decline, and in, a short time died. Butai the NwabtfHw 
oauspeeted of having 4coahi»ted: the fete of bis prisoner, heat* 

< tempted to efface thai impressien by hta kindneia to the. son 
of the deceased; for whom be obtained, .from the£osperor 9 
,hia fathers ofioe of Canoungoe* witk m eddkion of one-fourth 
*oftbe mmel— le nfe 9i the other ; CaaoMqgoe » .why, b ooost- 
unienee ef m% having aigrttd Moorfebod Godly s acmMitSjwfcen 
£mrp»Nar*n refused his; pignatarcy expected te&ave^4*djm§ 
^aryinerelMedv: instead of being dmninisbed. - 

, Formate* years g ii c r j m is. let (be accession fj^'MoorsWifl 
tCooty to (the 1 Dcwia^p ^Bengal, gbeeffeftof/FeuJedarjIpr 

♦Governor of tte mtrt*f Hooffc^hldJmm renderjad Mdtfpon* 
affenti Metbtf the Devrewandof>tb^*ktt» ***he .patHmce* 
4mt*rf«emflB^feM«mM>b0tfci«^^ 
4* it pes fitted So <*he?»mtt)ejmt>;<8**a4er 0b*b, 
^h^tfa«*mjietfM*;mi^^ 
oamnt^ arid/aaojQesetd that tagPgp mw s c iof Baagly laaga* Jea 

enbjmiJiedto : a* orders* ami etndeiod«ce*nU»le' to»bi»T>r 
ami conduct, tate &stpe*a*toe>e4iaaeJti amnVhfaKMmiHa 
bratvment) ami Mn e ramnM airif rt a afmra n Wd toamfraJttaw «fr 
aWwanaife swim uemHaimi ad die a*yeaanWbaite^aJw/ia»ja» 
' . Iws^pentorifvhrt^ 
aja), wined W^llecBe^i «poa whoec unnl m Um^ft HH 
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: AddeerfVtl^'de^ed^on^ihi 3 , *ncaimpedt wfttrttii'ifetfaaSand 

* dependants, outside of 'the td wto? intending, fa soon as he hid 

* delivered (d^r the : chairgeof his *bffice,Uo!j>hKtted <fuietly*lo. 

* Cobrt r tot WnUee Beg, toaring demanded that 'Kiakeu Sein, 
the Pelahftaror'fcead cterfc, should temftta ^behind* till the ae« 

v 'sdlinfs' were examined, theiate Fotgedar resiseed* bhe demand j 

* *nd both paftiSs appealed to arms. Zyn Addeen, Having ingm- 
'' lotted • himself ^Vitii the Dutch at CMnmurn/ anH tile French at 

•€hartileriia|oreV tvas ;sappDrt»d by them { ahd Wmilee Beg, 
* J tfavtag Applied for-- swccoutf tothe Nuwatf, was in ri short time 
- reinforced'' by fl Gcfaskierabie dwachftientj both of infantry rawl 
'•'*i*Wnfy; under*fche coiAmaiid:of« Hindoo officer; named D8- 
\$nt«irig;-'V'^' •: vV: "' ' ? ^" n - ' " '' "' ,: ' '"' ! " ;r *• ' ' '* 
^ Bbt*i?pfeni[e^encawp$dintbe vloimty of ;Chandernagore, add 

* thtevrup *entrenchm<aits iti front df* their 'camps,! which wete 
1 distant Vroitefrohi'efccfc otlier ; <a«d(aUhohgn the Nuwabhad,. 
~ on* the commencement fcf the ; dfct<irbaiteej ;; &ent. positive ^orders, 
' to rtH;tnd;fiur<)^n'settleme , nts < ndt to interfere in the quarrel* 

Nevertheless,- 'both the French* and Dutch continued to assist 
'Zyn l Addeeri> and supplied toim wi& an excellent .train o£ 
~*rtille*y. "-•• * ' ■*'' ■ '> r : '•"'• ' " <• " - *•>*« "» ' : "'"• - ! '•'•• •• ■ '• 
•;- Afte'rtt^onsldefrabte rime "bad etepse&ih this stateof Yn&ctivi- 
'^y/arfd^^h pwtf wasebdetfvatitfngite Gtfcatorenti&he mtajr 
"by stratagem'; chfe^poaedHCtovembtesefct an agent to ©irput 
*-^ng, tWNo^b'-s <Gtouer<al, 'to *tiegbciat& terms *rif ! ;paacef >attd s 

pretlcH*8>*t©s biS'departti», ttiitaifiteifa'ttfrtiis. sped&b 'famir^he 
* threW \d\& *tfe fchoaldefs <tfitheicagent> dJlai^iscat^ 

4. '^Ii h*p|)Jned'thit wte^W agesrtJenter^d'tbesoppdsiti'caiajl, 
•3Wpfitf8in^^wa« employed Mrrvtewiag'*!* vaamrts .of bii'do* 
f>tre*tc*rm*ft*> ii'iTdHllrdotedi'trtA^tihft agent niigh^ be btougbt 
Kt^fohenmHeJ aocowlittgly^Teawie^ and whtfe*nlwy?4*fro Wte 
standing conversibgv»<wi the tvp&t ibe*«&ii*par$ *i*renctrgun> 
(^rntiwh8ige#-*ift cannon ffontf oneioftbeadr a need batteries, 
-the ball oiwhidb atrcdk Dttp*t^8hag, ; and* tore him u> pieoe*,, 
•^ho«tir^n^mgnbeag«m4^e8rekIle«t4egneei V> itMnV 'T 

* ^.^fchbon^Jthe •irenrhsfeadce^was probaUy rdccMeiftalv &**'«, 
«<cwwWere«* *»*? premeditated*: i inuobnnierit wfesraarigaed ioj*Me 
Ia«tl»r^th^^i^trivan<re> : and*^ha«fls0rrte ttvfad/giftq'tD ttfe 
•*B»m**h ib>W»idekiefiiy? •> Wbe^heribteHiio^fcliotaOcidenta}, 
tk tfeff^i4tt4t> >hMevtr/tftKromb% ; the I>JxwabifiarnTy ini , 
^graa«*oftfuiid» j o€>^Hiob Zya iicWe^n taking ad?Aitagfij^«^ 
ttioiied awd^A-OT^ thbai into^h^liOTn of H^ogly: afte* whi&b 
-lie/ <juietfytiAndbi*a«ol«|»dy drecedded- mM km deputy and 
*«tittueiU)iDehb^h whw»ebc *eda«h<nrbfe»e after -bifearniy^ 

M 
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+ After, the?. d»aUx,,Q£14s #atron> Kiuker Seua returned from 

!Ipt$hly. to Mopr^id^b«ad> t aud, without .beivayiug. any s'mns. 

^©t* frtift waned ,-;u£on* the ,JS T uwab 5. wHp,AY)th bis usual policy* 
apparently , forgave ,hinu, .and. appointed* him collector of ths 
revenue pi the ^i^Hpt^yaogly., but at .the end of the year, 
when 4 he c®n^ : ta c sei$ejHs. accounts at Moor&hudabad, con* 

*iined { him,. o^ jkqtpnce;.^ to b« 

fed on'buffaloe's milk* mixed ,>YJLth saj^ which.ocsasjoiunga 

% ,,J^on4iud. Copty Khan, contiuueu, ^o make tlie coltectjqn/i. 
.t^r^ugh ; ,hj$ Aiun^s,.- by. displacing. the „ zepun'flars >7 witty a, fe^r 
^xj^ptipn*, where he found the latter u&ortby p^tru^t.anjdj'cpnfi- 
fJenpo« .He ad njiued np charges, for troops, but- those paidjand 
'^u^er/edbjf hiipsel^ r ..Two thousand cay.airY, and/our thousand 
[intotr^yijj^rtb^ cqmiBand.of.N.apr AtyuecU >yl\o |u,ad bjepu 
iprigiuallv a, private soldier, vverQ fbujjd suffuueat.topafofee the 
MtylV&nipf ail tjie revepus*. qf JJengal*:' foe so severe ^w,ere his 
-j£g^iatk>i% a^dpSucii the $iead ojftys power.aud resolution, that 
jUis,connnajids f \vere ia)plicitiyobeyei; r aod it was sufficient for 
.him, tossend<a smgle.aiessfnger* to sequela a^juiudaryj, or to 
-^^.P^^ c ^P^ta^thegreates^^ft^c^ ., \ ]' .'•';..,:.. ... 
Such were, the respect and diguity kept up hj the Governor 
^ai his. courts tftat» i*>' P^ pre,sppce, no person, wa^ allowed' to* 
t salut$,or. spea,k to,.another ,\ npr. w£re ( uny,of hj s f o(Bcers or Rajas-. 
^Uowe^to sit,b(4tale>in]^ ... ,./'.' '. . : .\ 

. .Haprphibfted tbft sewiu^ars, and ofher Hindoos ,of .opulence, , 
;froni t riding. jjOKpalanqpius, Qbl.igiiig ; theni to makg pe of an in-- 
fenor, kinctqr cprwey4mG£>. called a Dooly, or Chowpaleh. ;> Who- 
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favoufit'etjhiis^rinclpnl; but in eensequence of hfe pa* Anting 
teen kept back for many months, the Jemffladar'a people mu- 
tinied, and the tftrwab; without inquiring minutely tn to the 
'matter, ordered a chosen detachment to quell the disturbance. 
A conlftict ensued in the Vicinity of the Raja's house, in which 
ine Jamffladar waikilfed, and man)- ef his peorjle put to death. 
•This circumstance so hurt and terrified buaynaratti, that he 
|wt an elid to his own existence. 

The eemindarjr iof R&esNahy wai, !n Consequence, taken 
fcway from the family, 'tad Conferred on fUmjewiin and Kanoo 
Kenodr, two fc&ftihdars who resided on the eastern side oftfae 
Irhref^hi^on^idefatioft Of their fearing been wore punctual in 
tte payment of their rents than the other femintJars of Bengal. 

The Hdwab, however, never placed confidence m any man ^ 
he himself ^xaniined theaceourits of the exdteqner every day? 
and if he discovered any Of the 'Semmdars, or others, femtsaitt 
their payment, he placed either the ptmcipal or his agent ill 
arrest, /$}th a guard over hiA, to prevent hts either eating cjr 
drinking tit! the business was settled : and, in order to prevent 
the guards from being bribed, 6t negKgentin their duty, fee 
placed spies over them, who Informed him of the smallest de- 
viation front hi* orders. 

A principal instrument of the Nuwatfs severity w*sNaiir 
Ahmed, \o whom, when a district was in, atrear,fee used to 
deliver over the captive zemindar, to be tormented by every 
Species of cruelty 5 as hahgtng up by the- feet'; bastinadoing | 
'setting 1 thetii ih.tbe sun in summer ; and fey stripping them half* 
ed, and sprinkling them frequently with ebM water, in winter. 

But aH these acts of severity were bat trifles, eomparfed with 
the wanton aiio* orael ; conduct of Sved-fteka Khan, who was 
married to Nuffisafh Begum, the grand*da«ffhter *f theNuwab, 
and who, upon the tka h df Syed Ikram ! lChin;*«d r bfeen ail- 
»oiriied depiity ©ev&nHtf thetoroviitee> la order to eafbrMthfe 




pftrofccfh 



to this 'shocktog place; in contemjnof the ftndotts?ihe gate the 
ot^^^ 9 l '^U^ 9 4t(ili^^^^ mean's Patu&i&z 



fefctae of Btcfmht, l which, ttr ttieir IKnguajge,' 

anili; after" %e J Seminars r^id'^ttde%6ne the ufcual ^un __ 

Merits, if th^Verit* Was tiotf tofiticVmihg^^ 

drawn, by a rope tied under the arms, through this infernal pbAJ 

Ueis afeoatated to have cbthjielted li^WffitewUm 

tters* itutf whnih w^re Mim^ile^ilM'ihiU. J 'Ws^Wttef'-il 

horrid ^ethoxk he extorted fr*m mk ^M^wemiMaW 

*hW the* posse*ketfc 'ttfriMttA 

vleto\MxiVte<ifm piebeMy&f "WMJMM Complete* 
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the beginning of Bysack( the second month) the Nuwab ge* 
uerally despatched to Dehly che coyal revenue* amouDtiog from 
one crore and thirty lace to one crore and fifty lacs of rupees* 
( 4,600,000/.) the greater part in specie. The hoses of treasure 
Were laden upon, two hundred or more carta, drawn by bullocks, 
and escorted by a guard of 300 cavalry and 600 infantry, ac- 
companied by one oi the eubttneaaurers. Along wkh me revenue* 
he sent, as presents, to : the Emperor and Minis tere, a number of 
elephants, HiU horns, antelopes, hawks, shields made of rhino* 
<jeros hides, sword blades, Syibet mats, nlligree work of gold and 
a)tver> wrought ivory, Daeoa muslins, and Cossiinbasar sUks > 
ajso a ourabet of European articles procured at tbe Royal pott 
vf Hoogiy . u 7. 

, The Nuwab, attended by his principal officers, accompanied 
\hte convoy gome miles from Moorshudabad : and to order to 
take off any further responsibility from himself/ independent of 
his own- despatches to the Viaier^he had the event recorded 
ia the Royal Gaaettes* by which rail the Governors on the mute 
Were, apprised of the eircumstaneey and: were obliged, by the 
regulations, to, have carts fcn/t an esamt*ea<ry to forward. the 
treasure, to the capital ;--< those ot. (Bengal being reUsved-at 
Pain*, , and those .el the latter plana at AUahabad j • the eonvoy* 
and, its vrtjne>v frequently iprwiaaing.es it went on, by the.<cei> 
lections of each province. 

i Ba ;t 6#ch condoAt, Moofihejd Cody Khan oonci&ited tf*e 
favour of the Minister and qi the £mper»r i'and the appoint* 
tne.ati.in: Bengal. Were roadaehieityet his recommendation; 
but if, through any other inte^^ ^person prc^ireddhenomi- 
/nation tto ah office, ft* that > pro vinee^jeaefy ^neans westafcen 
*<hthv«a*t him, iftnd , to render hiajsitnajtionno* unpleasant, as 
tn roduc*! him quickly tnresignrifc i i&m prooft of jthe farmer 
-ieetsuii* is *t*fted> that, Sief Khae^*s* graodion of tbeceh* 
fyn&*&:A*o>y9 £Khan,:,iMywg.m^qQis^pdin#edtQ Bengal: at the 
tecojnasttwdation? of') the Xtaveairo&jViW upon his? arrival,' rer 
cewenVin the mostgtaekrnsi aiasiaefy and,, appointed Fbojedar 
of Rufturaht wixb. abjsointe.pewer .over that . Patriot* and with 
^pernmaioe Wk conquer, irom>ihe jtbjbfof tofcpng]a& touch* teas* 
tmy/fi^ihe pleased; without anynuifcrease/ dforeireqtje tenth* 
State-i? j ki ishids^aakV that iUe Mhjfeah onm^edliimi.lliaigrasmV 
^U^^^fteinaaUB^ Uuttsmti&ieCiUmn> 

aimng^fimrnfc^uimiaifsdnhy, dfffcbaeitaecroSMfceetioji } Ami she 
srias Jtam^mWeidated'tOfSaed Jsesjso.fi w /»>>'* tw >: > ' 
^fihor|ly #J a«^ie«£lmn/bad fsmefaipsmiateioiltottst^offcejehft 
^expelled Beer Sah, the se'mindar of Beernagur, who Tenured 
to oppose his wuT*~ after which, he imprisoned all the other 
&inh&ars of KrtMbV and edMidH MM*®? WMm^irt 
eighteen lacs of rupees, the surplus of which, *M*v&wtMt. 

O 
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Tevertue of ten or eleven lacs, lie nppropriated t6 his-n-.rri' uteV 
He also considerably extended Wis boundary/ by bringing into* 
cultivation certain waste lands* lying between Porneih and 
Morung as neutral ground, but t6 which 'the'fUjaof Moruug,' 
intimidated by Sief Khan's power, gave up his* claim. •' 

* AH these circumstances *vere well Jmown to the Nuwab "•£ 
yet having* great friendship for Sief Khan, he did not interfere ^ 
but annually invited hini to spend *eme time with him at Moor* 
shudabad, where housed to rally his guest *Otf the peculiarities* 
in tus character; particularly on his/rtiodedf paying his troops,? 
which was by giving "half the amount m£i>odreith*gpmndefed;' 
sequestered > or purchused at a cheap • fla$e> And the remainder* 
in money j also for his manner of rewarding his companions 
h«d» fatfotirttes^ ty giving, them his' cust-off concubines, oa 
which aoecfant We conferred oh hioxthe title-ef Zej* Bukhsh^ 
The BeitVWet of Women.* 

In evidence of the- other assertion, \t is related, that a per* 
fori of an Ulustrious* family, named Syed Aboo^Tttrab, having, 
through the interest^- one el the Viziers, obtained the office 
ef Fbujetia* of- Bhooenarh >b Bengal, adjacent- fo<>\vhieb raided 
e refrtwtoty zemindar^ named $lttara«*y who^ kept in his pay 
a- baiHlof : robbers», J withiwhom hedged toJ itffest t\\e rondfc'anoS 
ptondeV tte -boats oh the rivers and even I carVyvoir< he cattle 
from the villages, setting at defiance the power- of* the Fouje* 
#ar^W^xfh*pW*'tliisi)ubRc depredator, Aboe Turab^pfMecl 
fey &&}&<***& to the Nwvab 5 buty instead of a^rdibg him *h& 
feqiilred aid, -be 1 was^supposed, m <au under -ha od irf«ntter;ta 
wunltena'hce^nd ^courage Sitt^rrfnt. '-* ; - ! <■- iy ♦■ »1) l\\ .1 

* -At 'tettgth -the 'Foujadary finding 'he*fcad nothing tb expect . 
itoiW*h&>ftovtit>ncfr, took iirtd his- own paysn Af^dRWnTderj 
imttf&l >Peer Hhtttt| with 2(M *>f We ' followers, Hiwelfrmtantftt 
ffticharmed^ and 'senfchimf *o beat? up the qftartere of the>deprerf 
itttor Stout Simwuty ^vpsig *itfelhgei**e<4rfthe circwmsSfcancei 
moved to another pnrtof the country, uvhere by chance he fed 
in with' the* Foujedwv who waa amusing himself in bunting* 
*hd< attended by a very small -escort. The tobbew immediately 
Mtadked'thcFoujedar an d^ his -party, and, before their «hief 
t^m© opi killed 'Aboo Turabv; When Sittaram fonnd that it 
•we*- theFoujedar^he hadsiain, he touch regretted the cireum* 
stance; arid' told bis; followers that the Nuwab would -certainly 
**e? enge itta> i inula offered to his - go vernmentj^by flaying theni 

alive, and by desolating the pergitaueh of Mahmoodabad *1ie 
naea ^respectfully detiveced Jthe body to the FcauafeurV Mtfco^ 

l v::i'tiij7oi!>/ t "ii;;,'i{ r/i )o ; M. _ : ji:/ ,-.':j< . '.*i'>'S-: * "j 
^A.iliSniff^r'ot/is }:-}^\v Vj thirty V; t :M*i' i\jZ, - i.\ '.,'* 

a ■ 
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ctonts, who carried to to Bhoosnab'; and: interred' it in tfie vicini- 
ty of that town. . '■■•'• 1 . f i « 7 
Whan the Nuwab* received* intetftgfcnce of the roarder- »€ 
Aboo Turab;heowas greatly atarmed, being apprehensive of 
iavbg incurred thd alisrpfleastire of. the Emperor, by his neglect 
of so respectable a person 3 and whwmrhertkttew had many 
friends about the Courts who 'would hd* ftiil;to represeotrtha 
state of the cases* lie therefore appoinewi.Bukhgh'AlyiKhamt^ 
succeed the: deceased ? and sen* .with hun ^considerable forced 
with instructions.' tot seize &Litaraixi!and : all' Jus party. Orders 
were also issued to; aft the neighbouring MttMndaray^t* ;assist i» 
seizing, ithe-votifender ^arid they were '.informed, -tihatdfchewajt- 
allcnv«tl to^raake his escapa. through any cif their districted they 
should bo wdpelteck from i heir knds> and suffer other ^wevous^ 
punishments. These -orders chad ^an instantaneous 'effe&JfOtUe 
«emintiab&<raiseaVfcbeir ^owe.foiwi^o/w.tpfaod. iheoinhe^tHe rob- 
cberr in on ekery.hs&le*. u«*ii Bi*khsfviA4y Khaa aihtiveaV who 
seized 8ittarain*:liis«nwomeni children* Mid lacttqnapHces* and 
sent jthem in icahs; to f Moorshudabad, where SittarainandtAe 
robhcutx;we#e knpaJed alive, and< the- wopuen ( and ■children sodd 
•as staves*' ; 'These proceedings* wese entered i» the pubitCv re* 
acoids ;. and, the i Governor wrbte a particulars re^e«entafcioii<af 
alltbC'circiimstanopS to. the Bifofterory pkctag bis. own conduct 
in(th«OAO«t favorable ipoinfc bf { Ti8W/ - * t* ' •' • - , % . < 
]/: Fron^her^isgastihg. detail erf'sdeir transactions, w-aowdvimA 
to a more dignified subject* !•>/; : ^ jj ! , : , Vt [ 
. IihthebHM»r^x>^th© Prince ^ Atiedm Qoabari, it wa» stated, 
-that* upon his; being?- summoned itaCburti, in the. year of the . 
jHijiear 14 I &\> he left :his .second sow, Fewokhsere^ to.be his agent 
imJfchgalsfcftd Oiftssaj >!?&&, f\ilnoa continued to reside^ for 
*$M»eithrie »t) E>»eoaj;r/ bn^aftfer thadenwse of Aarungssbie, and. 1 
tbeac6e8sioiaiio€rhj{S!grtt»dfa|her, Bekaojtur; Shah,, ta thaitbrone* 
AfffL. 4R9, bo. removed tot; Meorshudabad, rand toai&.up his. 
ieiider.ee at the palaaeatfatted tke>I^y*iBag, joihat cityv w&ere 
he foediupoa terra'; otsnuch , cordiality, with Mcorshud iGooly . 
iKhan> not interfering at ;all (with* the* government ; thfi.wholo* 
management » of < whisk had been ^acad, by : Bebadur Shah*fe 
jdesire»iin tW hand*, of taa.Niwvabo j * v. : / ■ ' r » J jf. » *. -a 
.yinUpOTt the daajfaiaf Bahadur &hak* and the : accession of tfco 
Worthless J*fta*far? W>ah> .At 4Lql k24>jttte Prince applied to 
iioorshttdCdoJyj 5 jKhanto ifttaisi him.ki i atengrjiguifehBidaith of 
kb (»^er>:iin4siit4iis^»ewji^i^Qft tlte eaipiKO.: )lntttJ>eNuwalr 
jeskfrely £>lftfu*e<ktoa> dttdrfrtagji that D^^CJaskteriAioaisfeoiJbV 

now aJrt^redasAislaw^ofereigw) bufrirj^dsiKHyrlinaader 

^iaed ttaF/i»Min»ftied^ 

^•tauft^it^Jfc fcif.beiP&^ednuwlMcot friaonertalfceW^ 
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* FerreShiare Sid aot rjress the Ntimah any further i 'Iwrt, set- 
ting out with his family and a few attendants* took the route 
•of PeJbaa; hoping to> obtain softie assistance 'front Syed Hussein 
Ji\y Khan, who had been appointed Qovernor of Behar by bis 
&tl»er; and on hiaway waa joined by a Sew of .the adherents 
<pf his family, from Dacca. 

t Upon bis arrival at Paint, instead of entering the city,, he 
€ook up his residence jn a caravanserai, new Jaffier Kban'« 
gardens ; whence be sent a respectful and doleful message to 
Hussein AJy*> staling his deplorable situation^ reminding him 
*>f the farours conferred on, him by Azeetn Ooshan, and eo> 
creating hiut to protect and wrpport htm; The Governor waa 
axurch alarmed and distressed by this messages 4ie was bound, 
<by ejsery tie of gratitude, to the family of Azeem ftoshnn ; but 
dreaded the power of sfehandar Shah, who seemed to be eup r 
ported by the principal nobility, an4 securely £xed on. the 
dhrone, He therefore^ returned a polite, but cold - answer, 40 
Ifarrokheere, expressive of his respect for *he' memory <of the 
{Prince's father, but lamenting his inability to fee ofanyserrie* 
feo him V and conjuring him. to>depart from Behar immediately; 
-othemiieheahQald be under the necessity *of seizing him, eon* 
Hosmably tathe orders which he had received from Court. Utoe 
i?rioce, however, not discouraged by this refusal, again sebcUett, 
that if he could not assist him, he> would . at teas t favour.: him 
with a *isev a,ad<»adwse itim how he *hould act in the critical 
situatron in which he was placed <* > •• , .• .1 : o; 

Husstan AfylLban ooiritt not refuse such a request' from. Ithe 
-son of his patron : he' therefore we tit privately to pay hisfre**- 
pects to the .Prince ; and was introduced into the 8 a meter* 
where the farafades of the family* were; and who were I only fcoo* 
cealed from view by a ecreenv lie Wus> received* by the Prince 
in the most graoions anal conciliating ismmlei^osetble, and cfotftt- 
«ed injoaeof has Highness s superb dresses; *foer. which/ they 
entered ixfta a. long, conversation : on the states *i public affiaim, 
tn which Ferrdkhseoe represented, <th*f the fate of bis. elder ibroi 
thar-andi'the otherr prince* y who "had been putt to death imobUl 
4)l0od,sahBequentto th*;b*tde~at> Lahore, convinced htm that 
lie had nothing to expect from his uncle> iehsridwr Shafy bwt 
deatfe, .or.ahvgermg and wdetohed imprisonment: 1te therefore 
«oo^nr4frffawseiii Xity triaUppdrt hrls cans* ;-*ndif tHey^saiedeed>- 
ejd,be>abjruW^ar&the empire* with hinm : The ^ wrier atid 
dtmattliogJ Juaimoeeduby. theae> fsntrewnesf i-Miteti tZeaaim} the 
lifcugiitec e#ithe>J^rincej w^lwd^eenaatov^^rithe'OfjettStt^ 
^nm>tom^bd&adhhei ^ -atf hit* t&ety : besought 

iaafcioiliar^eohfpassieri on iier^tihb^attd^e -wretched t^timn 
*he reminded' him of t^; oWgatfe^^ he* wa« under tobW 
ffaadbtiuwijqejg J«aMe)dt4»ft ^I^A^'^lhdt taiinje^^ l^htlOfailW^ 
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the Prophet Mohammed, who had commanded his followers 
" Never to forget benefits conferred," not to forsake them in 
their distress* ; and desired him to reflect on what posterity 
would say of his ingratitude and unmanly conduct, should he 
now abandon them, and without an exertion, let them fall 
into the hands of their enemies. Before .she had finished her 
speech, she was joined by the widow of Azeem Ooshan ;* 
whilst the other ladies, from behind the curtain, combined 
their entreaties to prevail upon him > and from sobs and tears 
proceeded to screams, and lamentations. The- Governor could 
rfo longer resist such a scene \ and, yielding to- their supplica 1 
tions, said, " All I have to offer is my life $ and I now de- 
vote it to your service*." The Prince then presented him his. 
own sword, and swore never to prove ungrateful for his kind* 
ness. The Governor, immediately after, returned home, and*, 
wrote all the circumstances to bis eider brother, Syed Abdullah 
Khan, the governor of Allahabad, who also owed his elevation? 
to Azeem Ooshan.. t 

The following day, the Prince Ferrokhsere was. introduced; 
into Patna with great pomp ; and, upon his alighting at the- 
palace, wast placed by the Governor on the musnud, and saluted 
as Emporor of Hindoostan : a proclamation was also issued, 
and letters written to various parts of the country, inviting alii 
officers and soldier to join his Majesty's standard* 

When Syed Abdullah Khan received his brothers letter, he 
was overwhelmed with astonishment ; for besides the perils 
in which they were thus plunged, their, wives and children] 
were at Dehly, and consequently in the power of their enemies : 
but such was his affection for his brother, that he resolved to 
rati all risks, and to rise or fall with him. He therefore com* 
menced making military preparations : and as the convoy, with 
the year's collection* of Bengal had just arrived at Allahabad* 
under the charge of ShujaaAddeen Khan, the son-in-law of 
the Nuwa.b of Bengal, he seised the. treasure for Ferrokhsere's - 
use. 'This, was a most fortunate events both for the Prince 
and the brothers, as it enabled-thera not only to pay the arrears 
due to their own troops, but to recruit their array. 

■ i-m." —wwpi »,"' h i i n ii m \mmmmm*m mm ■ i mm i 

* The* daughter of the Prince befog a child, and. bis mother advance* 
to years, their appearing before a stranger, and especially a Syed, was,.. 
not considered as any great denature from etiqaette. Had the other* 
ladies come forward, it would have been, cnasidefed as derogating from 
the Prince's hononr, which tten the e listing circumstances wouid not* 
Jsave warranted. 

•f This oarrathre is taken from the Bier a! Matakhereee. TWs circa nv» 
stance is differently related by the aathe^of the Maatekhftb «il Lchab j, 
at refer ibis aeeosnU 
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In the meantime, Hussein AH*, by )iia influence in Patna, 
borrowed a large sum of money from the bankers 5 and pro- 
cured from the merchants all the materials requisite for the 
outfit of his army, wi.hout any other security than the Prince's 
bonds, payable, with a heavy interest, as soon as be should be 
iixed on the throne. Whilst the two brothers were thus ac- 
tively employed in preparing to take the -field, the Emperor was 
informed, by his spies, of all their transactions j and immedi- 
ately superseded Abdullah Khan in his goietmrnent 5 sending 
at the same time an ac live officer, named Syed Abdalghoffar, 
with 1 £,000 horse, to dispossess him. 

Abdullab Khan, unable to oppose such a force in the field, 
took refuge in the fort of Allahabad ; but encamped his troops, 
•consisting- of less than seven thousand cavalry and infantry, 
under the command of his three younger b Bothers, for the con- 
venience of water and forage, at some miles' distance from the 
fort : of which circumstance the Imperial General having ob- 
tained intelligence, by a forced march got between them and 
lite fort : and sent a taunting message to the Governor, that 
not wishing to play with children, he had left them behind him,' 
being, desirous of trying his, tlje Governor's skill in the game 
of war. This message having been reported to the young men, 
inflamed them with rage 5 they immediately attacked the rear of 
the Imperial auray ; and, after a hard-fought battle, complete- 
ly routed them ; not, however, without the loss of a number 
*of their own men, and that of one of their generals, Noor Ad- 
•deen Khan,, the favourite brother of the Governor. 

This wentoaused much alarm at Dehly : and the Emperor, 
in hopes of detaching Abdullah Khan from the confederacy, 
meanly condescended to say, that he never had any intention 
of superseding him ; and sent him a new -commission for the 
government »of Allahabad, rwhicb was accompanied .by an ho- 
norary dress of the most splendid 4*ind* • 

In the meantime, the Prince Ferrokhsere having arrived at 
Senaras, was enabled to borrow a large sum of money from 
the hankers of that city, on the same terms on which the loan 
had been negotiated at Patna 5 and, proceeding, by easy march* 
es,. daily augmented his army by fresh levies, and was joined 
by several officers of distinction,, who had taken disgust at the 
conduct, of* Jehandar Shah and his ministers 5 so thai, on his 
crossingVthe Ganges* at Allahabad, and after his junction with 
Abdullah Khan, he mustered an army of 25,000 'cavalry;, and 
ah excellent traih of 'artillery'. . ' . 

The Prince .soon *$e,r advanced to Cudgwa*, attencled by 
4he,two brothers, Sved, Hussein Alyand Abdullah Khan, with 



'* The place whe*e (be battle waAught between Sbujaa and Aurung* 
.zebe» 
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*H their friends and partisaus ; and on the 29th of the month 
ShowaU A. H. 1 124, A. D. 1712, defeated Aizaddeen, the el- 
dest son of Jehandar Shah, and got possession of all his .artillery 
and camp equipage. In consequence of this victory, many of 
the Imperial troops joined the standard of Ferrokhsere , and 
Abdullah Khan, who directed all the military movements, halt- 
ed some days on the field of battle, to carry on his negociations. 
with several df the Omrahs, who were disgusted with Jehandar 
Shah and his infamous government. ■ • • . 

The pusillanimous Emperor, having at length taken the 
field, the contending armies, on the- 14th of Zilhije 1124, met 
in the vicinity of Agra y and after a confased battle, which lasted 
nearly the whole day, the Imperial army waa completely 
routed ; and the Emperor, accompanied by his mistress, Lall* 
Coar, fled upon his elephant to Agra ; where, having changed 
his dress, and shaved his head and heard in the manner of the 
Hindoos, he, in the middle of , the night, continued his flight 
towards Dehly. Upon his arrival in that city, instead of going 
to 'the fdrt, he stopt at the house of the Vizier Aussud ad 
Dowlah, who had been left in charge of the capital. This 
circumstance was shortly known throughout the town ,• upon 
which the friends of Ferrokhsere surrounded the house, and 
demanded that the Royal fugitive should be delivered into their 
hands. In order to suppress their clamours, the Vizier agreed 
to confine the Emperor ; and making a virtue of necessity, he 
wrote a petition to Ferrokhsere, informing him, that he had 
imprisoned Jehandar Shah fn his own house, and waited the 
Imperial orders concerning his disposal. In return, orders' 
were despatched, applauding his conduct, and assuring him of 
the .Royal favour. *• 

During the late engagement, although fortune, in its ter- 
mination, had favoured the cause of Ferrokhsere, yet that di- 
vision of the army which had been placed under the command • 
of his friend and principal support, Hussein Aly Khan, having 
been opposed to Zoolfecar Khan, the Ameer al Omrah, and his 
Tartar troops, was worsted^ and their chief left for dead on the 
field : And as Zoolfecar Khan* continued to keep possession 
of the ground till it was dark, the body ? of Hussein Aly was not 
discovered* till near midnight $ and when fogrid, was in a state 
of insensibility, and* scarcely a spark* of life rertiainining, On 
receiving some assistance, he so far recovered his senses, as to 

■ ' ' ;, ' " "' ' ' ;'.' ' I, . ' ' .4 

•This officer was the sod of As§njMd DoroUb, tbe Vizier ; at the v 

desire of his father, he yielded himself up & prisoner, and trusted to the \ 

clemency of the Prince ;. hat, as he . bad been the principal eaaie of the • 

defeat and death of tbe father of Ferrokhsere, he bad no reason to h%pc 
for pardon, and fiureredaecotfliDgry.^ . * 
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learn with pleasure the success of his party ? nevertheless, Jfc 
Was .with much difficulty that he could be placed in a palan* 
quip, and conveyed to his brother ; who, on seeing him stilt 
alive, prostrated himself en the ground, and returned thanks 
to (xod for so signal a favour : he afterwards took off the va- 
luable jewels which he wore, and presented them to the maa 
who had first discovered the body. . 

Ferrokhsere encamped that night on the field of battle ; and 
next morning, being the 15 th of the month Zilhije 1124, ha 
mounted the throne of Hindoostan, and gave public audience 
to all .the people. On this occasion were introduced to him a 
number of the Omrahs, who, in consequence of the negotia- 
tions of Abdullah Khan, had either remained neuter during the 
engagement* or had come over to the victorious side. After 
1&e -inauguration of the Emperor, he proceeded to Sekundra, to 
offer up his devotions at .the tomb of bis illustrious ancestor, 
Akbar ; and at noon returned to Agra, where ee received the 
compliments of all the inhabitants of that city. 
I The next day the Emperor proceeded towards Dehly; arid,' 
on his arrival in its vicinity, encamped outside the walls, and 
commanded the Vizier, . Assud ad Dowlah, and his son, Zool- 
iJBcar Khan, to be. brought to his presence. They were both* 
received with the honours due to their high rank ; after which, 
the former was allowed to return to his home ; but the loiter 
was led to a private, tent ; and after a few questions had been 
asked him, he was strangled, as a punishment for his crimes. 
$its body was afterwards tied, with the head downwards, on 
an elephant, together with the body of Jehandar SShah, who 
had been put to death in prison ; and they were thus exposed 
in the new Emperor's train, when he made his triumphal entry. 
tft,the palace of the capital.* 

.• Having thus conducted Ferrokhseje to the perilous pinnacle 
of his ambition, whence in a few years he was to be precipitat- 
ed into the abyss of destruction* we now return to the affair* 
of Bengal. 

When Ferrokhsere assumed; the Imperial titles at Patna, he 
was persuaded by one of his dependents, named Rasheed 
Khan, to appoint him Governor of Bengal ; and knowing that 
Jdoorshud Cooly Khan did not keep up more troops than those 
employed in the collection of the revenues* he was in hopes that 
Ra*heed Khan might, by an expeditious march, completely 
surprise the Nuwab and, without di^uhj get position of 
trie province, which would serve as a place of refiige, should 
he be disappointed in his views on the empire; Tne matter 

■ ■ ■ ■ ' i ii ii ■*• 

• For the remaining htatory of Ftfrekb*;*, W» *»«> tttafri* 
HJrtory of las DtUaa, sccaas VsJspe, 
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was therefore kept a- profound secret tilt the Prince commenced 
his march from Fatna ; when Rasheed Khan, instead of ac- 
companying him, took the route of Moorshudabad j and before 
the Nuwab was aware of his intentions, had entered the passes 
of Terriagurhy and Sicklygully. The Nuwab, not at all inti- 
midated by the circumstance, ordered his corps of 2000 caval- 
ry to encamp outside the city ; and, having joined to them as 
many of his infantry as he could collect, with a few guns, 
waited the approach of the enemy. When theyjiad arrived 
within a few miles of Moorshudabad, he gave the command of 
his, troops to two officers, named Meer Beng&lly and Syed 
Anwar, and ordered them to oppose Rasheed Khan : an en-* 
gagement ensued, in which Syed Anwar was killed, and Meer 
Bengally compelled to retreat : the Nuwab, however, who was 
* stanch predestraarian, was not at all dismayed by the event ; 
but collecting the palace-guards, and a few other troops, pro- 
ceeded, on his elephant, to the assistance of his retreating 
army : his presence gave vigour to the troops 5 they returned 
to the attack ; and .an arrow, from the hand of Meer Bengally* 
having pierced Rasheed Khan, he fell from his hprse : his army 
was, in consequence, totally routed, and many of them taken 
prisoners. The Nuwab returned in triumph to the city j and 
gave orders that a pyramid should be immediately erected on 
the road to Dehly, with niches to contain the heads of Rasheed 
Khan and all his followers that' were slain in the battle* that it 
mighjt remain a monument of his victory. 

But as soon as Ferrokhsere was firmly established on the 
thrqne, Moorsbud Cooly prepared the usual presents, and sent 
them to Court, with the amount of the year's collections, 'with • 
the same punctuality as he had hitherto done : and the new 
Emperor, being either engaged with more interesting concerns* 
or considering Mooishud Cooly as an unambitious and useful 
servant, conferred on him the united offices of Nazim and 
Dewan ; the former of which he had hitherto only held as 
deputy ; . and, at his recomrneodaticm, appointed the nephew 
of Mantckchund to be the. jinperiu 1 treasurer, or banker, with 
the title of Juggett Sett. 

On the death of Syed Reza Khan, the deputy Dewan of 
4be province, the Nuwab procured that appointment for his 
grandson, Mirza Assad ad Dowlab, 409 of the deputy Nazim of 
Orissa, whom he intended for his heir, with the splendid title 
of Serferaz Khan. But, as J t was the custom of Hindoostan, 
lhat on. the death of any public officer > or immediate servant of 
the Crown, all, his weajtn and pergonal property were seques- 
tered ^ and taken possession of by Government, leaving the 
family frequently quite destitute,— -in order to present such an 
£COW®Dce 19; bja: jfriwJy^ the Nuwab; toojc the precaution of 
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'purchasing, from the Talookdrfrof Churtaoolly, the zemindar* 
of the city of Moorshudabad j and had the transaction registered 
•in the books of the Canoungoes and of the exchequer 3 changing 
the name of the new purchase; in compliment to liis grandson, 
to Assudnagur j that, in the event of his death, the profits of 
-the estate, after paving the Royal revenue, might yield to his 
tfainiiy the necessaries of life. 

He also conferred the office of deputy Nazim of Dacca <» 
*Mirza Luft~ullah, who married ' hts grand -daughter j and pro* 
^ciiredfor him his own title ofMoorshud Cooly Khan j thus be- 
stowing upon his 1 own family all the lucrative offices of govern-* 
inent, and endeavouring to render his name permanent in- the 
'province. 

• Asa further prttofof tlte influence 'which Moorshad Cooly 
trad acquired at 'the court of Dehly, it is stated, ' that Nejum 
•Addeen Aiy Khan/a ; brother of the two celebrated Syeds wbo- 

had raised Ferrokhsere to the throne, wished for the title of 
•Naalr Jung, which had been formerly conferred on- the Governor 
■of Bengal, and who was, in consequence, now requested to 
Nwtehange it for another equally 'honourable : buttheNuWab 
Wrote, with his <*wn hand, to the Emperor, that he would 
"uever^part With the tftle'^onferre'd'Oii him by the great Aurungr 
? *ebe, bur whh his life. 

Moorshud Cobly ; Khan was sensible that Bengal owed much 
"obits' wealth touts' external commerce : he therefore gave' every 

encouragement to foreign 'merchants, especially to the -Moguls 
< and Arbbrans, f rflra whonf he* only exacted the prescribed du- 
r ties* of 2|per cent. Arid did ^bt permit the eu«torn>hoiwe of- 
- f itoersto take more thttn their regulated fees y bathe was too 
V&en»a politician rtot to observe with'jealoitsy the- fortified lac- 
-»*5*taPfef the Bttrope*fts;''tlnd'*he great 'advantages whieh'the 
^ng?ish(1iad ovefthef rne¥charits;in consequence of therflrmans 
i*Hd'nisfcans 5 » w^ick' thfeyhsii ■o^uineil i (hesaid) b^ means of 
tb??b^y arki ' com^tion ; tod 'whfeh *pertfeftted them to trade 
«eittvef<dt!tf free^or'fbr tlfe'^Wy'^t^^derition'of ^00 rupees 

in his government, beset at nought the ^drder^bfthol^mce 
tehttjfai att* bfth6 4 feri^t^r<Attrton^Ae^ Wl''«k*)*rided from 
tthd'Erigllsh, either th^sin^e^dmie^tlAfe \ve^e p^d by BiiVdoo 

Subjects, '6r a'tenstant tentrtwrtof prdrtfttij 'both tohfetaeti 
tftttd>teHtil the inferior departments. "Httfeh conduct, of ^oarse > 

^Hrate^ the BngHsh' ageht^ %ho^ro te^ detail of their grieve 
J&Mes to the Directors bf the Ctffnptnj in' England, -and «s*i% 
*«ted Jj^rthlsstenrW Send "an -Shttjtf&sy to Dehly, «o ctoroplato ti> 
<theltot>eror-of the ^tiwaVs Coirttofct, TJielr ^tiggfestien was 
>ppWrfed'!©rbf the Company '%!• tend "' drdets vwefe sent to the 
3 Governs bf 'Mad wis and BoAfbay, tt> unHe' ttei*grkranv* 

in the same petition. *dth Uw*e^f Bengal, T 
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The nomination of tbe-Ambassad«rt was left to Mr. Ilexes, - 
tlie Governor of Calcutta, who, selected, for this purpose, 
Messrs. John S.urman and .Ed ward Stephenson, two of the ablest 
factors in the Pengal service' : joining to tliem an Armenian, 
Darned KhejaSerhaud, who understood both the English and 
Persian languages, and who had been fort, ma try years tfee 
< principal merchant tn Calcutta. <Mr. William ^Hamilton also 
accompanied the embassy, as •surgeon. • 

At* that period the government of Calcutta were very jgao- 

*raut of the politics and intrigues of the Court ofDehly ; and 

-the Ambassadors had.no other lights to direct their proceedings, 

.ihan sucb as they obtained from the Armenian ; who K although 

-he had never been avDehlv, had procured a certain degree of 

information from some of his countrymen, whose extensive 

.commercial concerns led them eter every part of ' India ; arid 

who was very solicitous to be admitted into this honourable 

commission, in hopes of acquiring a large profit* by the goods- 

-he should carry, free of charges and duties, in the train of the 

/embassy. The presents designed for the Emperor and his 

officers consisted of curious glass ware, clock-work, brocades^ 

-and the finest manufactures of wollen -cloths and silks ; valued, 

altogethgr, at 30,© 007. $ which Khoja Serhaud, in bis letters. 

»to Dehiy, magnified to 100;000/. ; and gavesuch a description 

<of the varieties which were coming, that Ferfokhsere ordered 

-the embassy to be escorted by the Governors ©lithe provinces 

through whose territories- it might pass. The train proceeded 

,6n .the 'Ganges; from Calcutta to Patrm^und thence toy laud 

,t© DeMy^hewttoey arrived on the 8th of July> 1-7 Vh+ after 'a 

imarch of three woriths, .".."* 

The Ambassadors, upon their arrival at Ceisrt, very judici* 

VmsMdid not niake their: application through the Viuief, Syed 

'AbriuitslKKhfln, or bis brother jHussem Aiy Khan; Uw An&eir, - 

jdQmrahif' having discovered, that,. iu> twit (maadtng the. Em,* 

peror's obligations to these two chiefs, he was no*4*tachjeri Uv 

.thejib nor guided by their advice. The Ambassadors therefore < 

chose for their patron a person named JChoja Haasen, who had 

acc'orhpaniedFerrpibsere f rQfn. .B.engaj, . and upon' jw's accpsisiQn; . 

iUfXbexhfovG bad obtained the title -^f Khan. Pqw^u!.. /jfhis 

ipetaou, wfcOttoid the -office of Paymaster ^general, was afreet 

fm>u,rite cithe/i^^ all ijis councils. . 

^.Jri.'.the. rnej^niirAe^jtfceNiiw^b o/peng&l, who'hadfrftm the 

<©ensidered< ifres an imputation against the integrity : el bit- 

^corrdtret, took much pains, 1 by^his hirerest with the Vizier ajod,: 

^is'hroj^er l}ie; Ameei; al , Cfrnraji, f to ^thwart its auqee^s > aind. 

er©ka^)y would ha^e accomplished bis object, if ap, Accident -.v 

lad not placed the English CfenUtehien,. *t eocej ia atbigh d^ . '^| 

^reeof favour with the Emperor hipasdf, * * , 
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Ferrokhsere had been for some time engaged to marry the 
daughter of Raja Ajeet Sing;, one of the Rajepoot Princes $ ami 
the bride had arrived, for that purpose, at the capital : but the 
Emperor, being afflicted with a complaint which all the skill of 
his own physicians could not cure, was under the necessity of 
postponing the marriage. At length, in consequence of the 
recommendation* of. Khan Dowran, he permitted Mr. Hamilton, 
the surgeon of the Embassy, to attend him; and that geft- 
tfeman having, by a judicious operation, restored the Emperor 
to health, became, *ery deservedly, a great favourite with bis 
Majesty, who, in addition to many proofs of the Royal muni- 
ficence*, promised to grant any other favour he should ask. 
Mr. Hamilton, instead of requesting any further reward for 
himself, besought his Majesty to concede to the English Am- 
bassadors the object of their mission. The Emperor, surprised 
at Mr. Hamilton's disinterestedness, promised, that as soon as 
the marriage ceremonies were over, he would take the petition 
into hie serious consideration, and grant the English every in* 
dulgence he could, consistent with the dignity of his own 
. empire. 

Shortly after this conversation, the marriage festivals oom- 
- meneed, and were celebrated with greater pomp and magnih> 
cence than had -ever been witnessed in Hindoostan. This event 
interrupted all other business, and obliged the Ambassadors to 
wait for six months before they could procure a favourable op- 
portunity of presenting their pelition. 

. Ittvaa&t length presented, in the month of January, 1716, and, 
^besides various subjects of complaint from Bombay and Madras, 
-stated the numerous impositions practised by the Nuwab of 
dBengaI,a«d his inferior officers. It therefore prayed, 

'? That a dustuck, or passport, signed by the President of 
jCaktttta, should exempt the goods it specified from being stop- 
-ped or examined by the officers of the Bengal government, under 
«any pretence.' 

* Among the presents given to Mr* Hamilton en this occasion, were, 
'knedatt of air his surgical instruments, made of pare gold. 

Iff Hearing awff$ the ground far the foundation of the new chafch 
;4n Calcutta, abootforty-four years ago, the tombstone af> Mr. HamUton 
, <wa» discovered,; which* id addition to an English epi tapir » bore a Per- 
fiian inscription, thus translated, by Mr. Gladwin : » f William Ham if. 
too, physician in (be service of the English "'Comjjany, who had accom«~ 
•jranied fbe English Ambassador to the enlightened presence, and having 
4Mde tiii owo name famous in ibe fovr quarters of th* earth by the cum 
of Ihe Emperor, the Asylum of the world, ^lohammed Ferrukbseer the 
^Victorious \ and, wiih a tbousaad difficulties, having obtained permfc* 
aion from tbe Courl, which U the refuge bf the on^erse/to return to 
ih\a country? by the DW ion decree, on the fourth of December IT 1% 
«4iediji.CaX«oita r aiidUJiafiied.bere^' ; .'•... ' - / 
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- « THat the officers of the mint, at Moorsbndabacl* should at 
all times, .when required, allow three days in the week forth* 
IHUgtfe of .til* JQpgKsjh Company *s money* 

" *T&at all persons, whether Europeans or natives* wh$ 
might be indebted or accountable Co tjhg Company* -should be 
delivered up te tBe Presidency at; Calcutta, .on the first demand 
. " That the English- «a%ht purchase the Jordsbip ;o£ thirty^ 
fight; towns*, with the sam? k Uamunkiea as the! Brjncci Atfeeu} 
Posbanhad permitted thera to buy Calcutta, {fcttfct&nrttS, »*4 
GoHadpore.'' , ., <„' ., . \... ,. ^ : ,i.t, a .-- ^ w. : 

Kkan I>ovvran, j^hom ,the Am^sa4or8» ( Jia4 chosen as 
theirpatvort* no* during, openly to? espouse ^h«>; cause, advise^ 
then* W act asiif itbey tod *io other .relia^e^than on Syed Abft 
ftaUab< Khan, tbej Vizjfcr ; a nd even. the Emperor* although he 
piwfesa^iJiigfineirf^aii^o^tjdD^of the petit&n, directed tha 
settreJ : . a*jtic|eso (to-be .dfeeMsseflbyj jtte Afferent officers of the 
Stater, totwhoBe-cogniijafi^eUhey we^dec^ed/.to belong...; 
-; Thfe:" subjected the whole', petition' to: the ^ud^aeiff ojf thi 
Vizier-; whoi not wkhaal eandagr* cUVpuXed a4l the^material 
articles and readily allowed these of Jess importances. A-se- 
ce#d and a. third petition were therefor^ presented to the Em* 
pwrar.i in conse^aerjefeof which the Vieiet.wa^ at length ia-» 
duredjto gjtvetapk-Ml hkobjeetionsK r ,b«i,tte the great dieaprj 
pomtowmt of 4ft*. antbassadors) the mandates were. -. issued* . no* 
V&leyjthjeJBnipaRor's, but under the seat of the- Vizier.,)^, which* 
although carrying great authority in provinces near the <c$piteAf 
^I'lsWy to' fete little respected by the distant Vfeeroya,; to 
^4fc these e*d§j» wem addressed* . . r 

f ><• To increase uhe dttficuWes* bf ,theveroba&sy r Khoja Serhaud, 
having been* checked ,-by his 'colleague* in . sorfte irregular pro^ 
<*eding», perplexed <a11 r tft^o^a*i<w, and, as they tfjpttgjrfc* 
ba>»)ie4iheir;courieib; , Nevertheless* AtepsrsvSftpfcenson aoc| 
Surman, with great steadiness, and beconrin# spirit, returned 
th^i^ndate^i^flndrde4eAmedito. Wait ujrtaTthey should pb- 
taia patents AmcWjlh^I-rnperial (Seal. . . v ^ 

-slni tike nieantunei the agents of the JKu^ab of Bengal ex«% 
etted oifce*iist)l*es,t©' thwart the Measure aeinucb as* possible^ 
and hy. their: influence: and bribery tp&stjjonedjtbe. business for ; 
fbitrtmktabcatfcs.j At tebgfl* the,rA*ah**eafl0rS'Were advised to, 
Mbenaj t^Brite^EirwsA^tfee- rSerfcgUo:* aod although no* 
ver^i^mngnineim theirs from t»hk .measure* were* 

induced to comply : and to their great surprise:, a*, sjo^.afijt&ej 
nof^toasrinaftl, t^YifcierVaad/ all hi^^epeladaa^ appeared 
ttniadhrinfclsfaditor fartraed their y»ws*>a*.*frey 4>*d hij;her4&r 
V *« I wu s e :? and'sotm after* thirty -fou^ pa^nt4, e^brfreiog 
alsatatiBpebMaMeotfe ^rf the petition* twtf¥ jsiiw^ jip^ie iBuap 
mtm^ftainati Mftctbaopris^ 
Imperial seal, 

8 
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In the year M30, A.D. 171$, Moorshud CoolyKfcairobtaJried'; 
from Court the patents he had long solicited ; conferring on himt 
the government of Bebar*, in addition to the united offices ofi 
Nazi m and Dewan of Bengal and Oriss* ; jvhich threw into* 
his hands greater powers- than had bees entrusted to any 
Governor, since the introduction of the. Emperor Akbar*'&rtfr 
gulations. ;• ... , 

in the year oBtfae Hejirti 1 1 3 1 , A<Dv 1 7 i^theuofort^tOiFfcr^ 
rokbsere was nut to a cruel death-}:, by the very persons-.whoifaadi 
raised him to the' throne ; and -the two young princes, ftufieh acfe 
Bicjaut^ and Rufteh ad Dowiah, rathe course tf s£*ren«»ftpth&< 
occupied the throne and their coffins j sottdetyifafdKtib&fcbiljfe 
to the JGovernor;of Bengal to manifest the loyalty cihie, mt$n^ 
tiohs. But aa^om* asMohamftied Shah, was nnniy seatedj&w 
the throne> the* <IKutv,ab prepared the usual presents, rand foj^ 
warded them, with the eottectiortg of the year, to Dehiy.j and*. 
fi> •returni' >v as confirmed in his government; \ • - ■■'■■] 

. In the year ) 13$; A. D. 1740> alter the mudten, of: tha two 
Syed*, Moorshud Cooly J£hea again! .forwarded more valnable 
presents -to the Emperor; iwitji a congratulatory letUrjO« hia 
success; He at the same time remitted to the Viftieradqeook 
lection for *be last year -, » and by such conduct, .at. a tone.' thaa 
the other <wverhors^yer« very remiss in theit duty, maioltaitiecr 
ilia reputation and influence at Court. .> / i t .y>oiiu: 

About this period, toe government of: Bengali was iasous 
measure disturbed by an attempt at insurrection, by two.ofobs 
A%han Z«mindfarrlnof:Mahmoodabkd 5 ' wEfco^rihcnn^oolbesed a 
»famber -of': followers^ slandered the^iadjoiniogp districts* aft*l 
had even ths -audacity to : seize u^n €^,0^ rupees of the pab*4 
Xyi, Measure vfchlch was* bnthevwa^tb Mooiishurfabad. As sow 
«8 intelligence* of thifc- circumstance reached the Nuwab, he 
ordered Al^e» i Aly> Krtfan* Uw Folijedar of. HoogJy, 40 march 
against > ttk idnurg^ots'i apd that ^etpce*. having, by^a rapid 
mdvfinenfy < suvprtsedthomy took theni all prisoners* and sent 
them loaded" witfedkoins' • t»i tfeei ^Na^b^J^a^xoaibcated att 
. their ^toperty^ tr^aferred tbaiiri aemmdaries tx) tyunjiwuo, hk 
favourite 7 'Hindoo qolleao^-and'bonxtemnetd-tbeiBct^eing' Mo- 
bamcriedajiB) to^erjfctual imprisonment.: ;but;m ordes tthat the 
government 1 showier riot.be bseri by«U^disturi>al||Bepicaid to 
prevent **igpetitmn> or' similar ' outrages, be- caosedi a)kitJi«Vse« 
iniudato in the vicinity- of MahmoodabaoVoo/^iayuUf«rt ptapoitf 
tfcfflj'bftbV'IK);§W' rupees, pubikjJ inofiey*)<<«tiirifeh feud'h;***} 
plwnderedl' ; ••' •-• -» ! i -li. • <l \>- •■ .:>;;r. V d >. -jm* Jj; »'->*( 

j .■ •>-':; •/!« '.- ( * ' •■■.:; 'Jf' jj r : *>.^ ^j i-,.;,j. .M//i f .r: i^'?:-^ 

total of Beiiar was hrlj) by Ameer Joaifeb J ; htt wat^ ) *Oifrl w«r4i^#X 
fer/ed oa Ser Balaad Khao, who at this lime was removed to CabuJ. 
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r Jfbors!ii*d Cool* was indefatigable in the exlicpatian of rub- 
bers. Wherever a robbery was committee}* be* compelled f.ha 
f*HJe4* r » or tf*e. Zjeninds r, either |o find put the, tjjief, or. to 
tpoover. thft property. The goods, or. their equivalent in if o? 
%ey» wera^ always restored to the persons who had been robbed 4 
a*?d t|ie thie/» whenever caught, was impaled aliyje. 
: JJLt Cutwah. and l^rafewtguoge- he erected guanqShoagfs* 
foe the protection, of . travellers j an,d gave, t^e command, of the 
policy, guar/** #> poo fii bU $JjMr/es, name^d Mqhammedj Jan, 
*bQ was of,* savage disposition,, ajid wj^o. was always attended 
V$a : js^rf.*^utwQm; and wtaw*r..]te canghtatlnV^ 
Wed**. *a«8. thfcJWy *!** in two, a,nd fyypig uppn iqee^pn 
itaijMgl^rQttdi C«m» •¥*¥!& Pi'pW^WS *& ff** ^-?Ww4 
the KstoatftW or 4*0* . • ' » 4 . t 

; % sJywrtftW nwnnft d»ring Moprshud Cooly Kban'a.ga, 
vernment, travellers were protected o,n ttye roa^a* jand e^erj 

Having, M^^<pmA4iQJpflg^» fi«n wW «W?,!f fr r *W| 
4be darfc *ide«rf ft^porahud tytaly, Khan> PWre^ wejiaje now 

' ff feV tfctf 

fien- Bq^ 
o> alt^ougt} 

an<m?mau«, UaHow^ed,,^ (he ^qhanip^dans, tp have written 
vkUmnbiaiidiipi^rMttlity,-* . , . ' 
, ^fcw^«4Waw*eb #t)ap there >as npt appeared in fy?q r 
gal,' nor indeed j#,aay pa/t p/Ht^cK^tAn, ap Ameer wh? 
*an l be,co0*pere.d wUn/l/foofsbiidCoojyi for seal, inthepror 
peg^twn ofthe fai^A for wisdom* in.tbe^utajishinent of Jaw* 
#nd>egntaiMM for eAUi^ceace *od liberajity, in the encqu r 
ttgfmeitMnd mnwt jojts, ^ pya 0(^1^ ^ipintfnce* 
fe» /vig»**d im^wljurttee, in ( p^}!!g„!"»^ w d WV 

fiMing<«lffitfi4ors 1 JP .iMRtf wfr^w^ole, a^mjnMw'^'W mucji 

" His judicial decisions were sp rfcipuA %©4 gftper, tha£ 
%b«*<*tote at ssjic s i>mwM#fa§f)/>^y 1 e^ a*, tj* decrees of tfaose 
snsnasoha, wbo^e *ame*; arcings* ^ftHf# ior efliuft anjl 

s%fiipdJnd»Yitf>erfo^ J^ept^ufclft- 

Wkfetfo ooanbbe, jm^mMmsrKm mw'VAhiHtom* 

and in admi nisteri ng justi ce ; and every y e ar he se n t Korans 

* ^«TllV#*A.w»*»An»la»«'asa t»uttieiic*»'hf eft £V*fcr*V «*! '«*■ 
Cufe^aW A^lfJ-WW. s**rr«fc* «tat*xrf.aii§liiir**ij»itf N* <l tahrttiMt 




yiMiiHil«r« 1 «rt i -#«^V%t*a^«r%*i tr aa e #iaea f{ «istsba a— isal Mii^l , 
^laiett&a4a«Ma«/w4ftlU r •*-'" } '•- i :iw** 'I ..»•• ;-';->; -.-IjIw 
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6( his own writing, with valuable offerings, 'to' Mecca, Mecft£a> 
and other holy places. ' . i . * 

r " He maintained above two thousand readers, beadsmen^ 
and chanters, • ivtio ' were 1 constantly em ployed rd readings thd 
Koran, aritf in other act* of devotion. Daring the firtt twelve 
days of the month Kubby ai Avnl, which include the birth and 
death 6t the holy Prophet/ he feasted people of all' 'conditions : 
and T Oh those nights, the road froftV M^heenagur to LoHBaiigby 
^vhich-'iskbovfe three rtiiles, was illuminated with lamps, re-- 
presenting verges of t?te''K#ran; rii^ues/t^ees; arid others 
gured. Nearly a ftuntfred thousand persons' wm ettipktyed otaf 
theSeiic^irthsj attd;" An* 'the firing ^6f a gun;' the Whole *wa* 
fffltmmateft'atrbnceV &hibit*n&, hi an irrsttthtv feuclv'afib^et of 
light as a,ston\3hed the, behpjders, He alft iept dtffteMtial of 
We prophet Khizer; when' papefrbbats; decorated With H^ted 
fenrpsj a'rie set afloat upon the river.* ." '/ " ,,: < l,:j -- v 
"Besides feeding a multitude bF ^e^e,'rHsf' altt^jrovWte* 
fbda^drtha beast* Sffli^ • - 

"• ' . ** Hfeafivay;* jJrbvJdefl ttgainst^rniri^ 'aiid'Serefrety prohibited 
iaB'nt^oiitties or^aiirVfl^ cbristaiitly ittadte j private inquiries 
fccmderijrog^h'e? 1 maYke^-^HfceWpaip jandy 'whenever »fce <tis«* 
fcoveretl awy imposition, the binder* ^ offered thte most exem'-i 
nfehiiiente.' Hth^^ittfpoiftaftittft ! of i 



pTdrypiraishnient^.' ^Hth^^ittfpoiftaftittft 'of gVtirVto'thgcitie* 
and towqs fell short of what, hacfbeeOustt^T/' 4^*60* ofiVcer^ 
ttitdtHe couritfcy, ' Wo iro^'b^ri the kowttfc of fadivkWls, 
Vmd compeile/Tto'&irV^ Rlc* 

Waftthdo cotn^qnlf s(M/tft M^WHridaUid/ at-ftmr mautldl 
fcrta Wfce'y*. and tire ptice^* 'of l o«tte? (, j3^isio»Wer«'k^ > |»0H- 
pbrtibh.> n H(fer' ats6 strfethr ^r6Wbtte*'tt& exffcittrtioi* ot^mitt> 
«h«;the t Foujedar / -6f' fio'&gl^hW e^r&s 6rder* io »ee that*!* 
l^Vbelon^tt^;'tp-Eu1r^peSn^ br'fcthetfc* ^as; suffered tft'eafr^ 
kmy mW\hXn } ^'hii&\Qii!r$' f6tth6 Hehiallki^ ofithe-orewi 
xMkhdg iheiif intended "voyage ,« 'tte'iihe* 'Wej^atiiy txttrchtfnits sttf* 
raid tb'Hfcvd KpfsiOrtZM grain.* '•"' *' < >'w~l> mhilr^ ji!| ; - 
^' ;i * ; »arirttfito ptirictnal'Mtiie^p^fdtttfa^dei'ofaH ' token* <Sf 
*r^p&t tfAv^rtfy his , Sove , reiift; /r, tha« bfeW6uld< norstt^dwvwiitt 
VRfcyM b6^i*kha v/ Vrhen; SflWiteiAf sbtffen* the! Emperor* 

f Welit.^tb ; fae^t'H , y I !abd : tu1'fiii^ hfettose' tWardrthe aeat«>f 
<^efon«nti J, iiiatfe %iaf ^beiton^; presented his-[»w^i>; and 

fcOiiV'/i j»'M 'ji\:..j< t '.;•,', jvi; : v,; :| j.t.iiy -., V '; ; .,; :. ; _ 
^"•Thii'oftriDe consists oTaHSoaf, o^sntp, coogtracrcdrofnamftoOi^ujd 

Al^n«f#«drtMQipo«H<a«il^tek|9MttMiediia)firMeptloa tftfh* r>M«f4^ 
^w4ltoireted>htt»ltorivei^iintd»t)ll« acalaMtiAiw of »aftipppJJmi>aqi 
,ti«^difiurt«*diJofa9^ tiiv!oi«»ti^49dAo»* 4owq ftAwrxtajL 
with majestic pomp. It is called the offer log tfttft JgkMfe „ aiJlli ,, ;iil „ . 
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tfestd'tto Wetf df the' royal barge. Engagements between 
elephants 1 Wring prohibited from Court, he did not allow then* 
within his jurisdiction ; but used to exhibit and be present at 
those between elephants and tigers*- and other animals. He 
took 1 no delight in hunting 5 be never indulged himself with 
ffptritnous liquors, * nor any ' intoxicating drogs ; neither did he 
a^us4 himself with singers or dancers. He always kept con- 
staiit'toone lawful wife* and,* out of his excess of delicacy 
Would not suffer any strange women, ov eunuchs, to enter tb* 
apartments of his seraglio. !<( 

• « He despised' alt the refinements of lexury, and ^mtcnfarly- 
in dress f and refrained from, every thing that id prohibited In* 
Hie law] Nd'hi^n -seasoned dfeHe&were'served up to his table j. 
neither frozen 'sherbets, nor cvtam** bub -only plain ice. Dor* 
mgihV winter, Kbyzfr Khan> bis house-etewardi used 'to col* 
feet^ mtb* mountains of Rajmakal> a sufficient stdcfc^f ice 
fen"ihe>**e*tot the*year? and the- Whole Was don* at the ex- 
pense fcf tbe zemindars of that district* Ii> the mangee season, 
tlrew was statieaed'at tojroaaeVaa feveme*y who used to keep , 
ft rfe^ulHf Mc^nato^thof ^icwtwiang^e-t«es inMaldab, Kut- 
walee, and Hassimpetor^r a«id4 Wsgusrds were .^aoed ore* 
them, to see- that ' no-one pmleinie4&^ twit,' and tbarit wa» . 
regularly; sens to* Meersbodabad? 'Pb^aemmdeve. f*r«isbe<t< 
everything' tha^wae reqoiidd n*4hesi;>ptirpese»? and they 
tlwftfettot *eut oWtf^m*ag<j#H**y 'nor totielft'Miny<6f the fruit/ 
ifeati tbei <tfm*$t b*4 a^foriatad to:, the wml ol the .-NSwigi'e % 
table, •'-.;■ .> ; .(iv. .7 £>.**. .. - • ;.- ;,iV 
- u He'^ossessed" very extensile learnings and pa)d great ves- 
peet to ttiei* who were eminent for their piety w evtlditiofi * he - 
w*ote wtoigreaVelegatjceVand was^i remarkable- fine pehntanv 
h»' «k|U i n arithmetic- enabled Mn>*»stvirtinteeaU acconriti. 
bStfteeifn be sigr^d 1 ali orders and' aeeounts.withred ink : he; 
ware bmve^olctiery « liberal benefaetor/upri^t* a*&j«st in alii, 
his deaftngsv the steady protectortnofU&e weak ^so that; dtfr^ 
higbfe^rewraent^ 

)usii©e*m*opp*3ti«rn,t f v v-i-. •«■-..! m.j »•::.• 
-/*" He rtawee^'vetrenehnitntS'inv^R^ Royal grants or in* 
tifc*t*oir nwroe*iSo*b*ibdart, for fcharfcable purposes ; but, oi* 
fce'treptrar^f/i^retod/ tbsiii^) &&< Zemindar or Aureil could,, 
with impunity, oppress ■ any one. ?.wakeei»;> were v-oontinually h>, 
se arch e£eoia^aittantfrj-4wd~whepeyer they met with any per- 
seii>wh*i kadi reasetMe b*i4i8tatiefieA tbeyyosed every endefc- 
fdurto" 




paryalky> v or, jrespeet 4oi »nfc/ negkdted to-redreas tbe*neaiw&tM 
person, uponerepre#em«tWtler^of fromilllrpartlftggriett^, 
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the N*r*ab tried the cXuse bhaetlf j aed ia hM*<&$*** ah****) 
neither favour nor a&ctiea to anyone* $k*.*^ >: awLtbe,rppQt 
bearing equal viable to hi* eight,* .» • ,: .;. , 

, %t In the beginning: of. the government of Moorabud^Cootfr 
the Cetwalt of Hoogly iowely took away a young girl from the; 
bcjuaeof her father, a Miogu^ and Ahsenullah, the F ou j e de a 
of that place, suffering the offence to yes* unnoticed* tbe fetbeg 
parried hi*' complaint before the Newab, who commanded that 
Ihe offender should be. atoned to> death* conformably to J be 
ordinance of the Koran ; and notwithstanding *U the eutreatiea; 
of Ab*ee*JUh, who *va* a $r*at favourite tb^aenteae* was 
actually eaeouted. .. v , ,. ,,. , , .. j 

** A Mohammedan beggar having asked charity >of Biadrat 
'Wild* a Hindoo landholder of Cb«*nekbo]hfe he wee displeased 
at hi*>fna«Jttc, aad Uu-oed hint out of tlvfr house. Tbe>fl*ki*r 
oaileoted together a number, of bricks, wtbiwbkh bo eiectejl* 
wail on liindrabuadVroad, and gave it thename ©/ e*iojtyne* 
and Tfrom at *aUed the people to prater. Whenaver. Hia* 
drabotid >pa$sed that, wejc he vociferated the awn men* 4% p/fey* 
>er, apdr*Q#e*edbi*n,*h#t *» cage be*bre*>dewa aemftof tha 
»brioW*be*ed *he fable*, and. ^brove .htmiewajt ,Xbe Cable* 
.complained tp.jHpombud/Cooly ? and Caay Mohammed Bhe*et» 
foaa^aeaeaiUf <ofmen learned <jnthe<law« aen tended •'BittdwiT 
bund^be^ito deatb, 'JTb* Ifciwebiwae 00* willing to take 
.**aa\ ikk life,.*- ia*d»asbed4$*£feaF whether Jthe^:jaes*Boi*o|r 
wayne* ^evading *be atrjeWetttre .<a£*hof taw, to e*vo *ba poor 
Hindoo. The Ca«y answered, •« There may he so much delay* 
as 4e alla^ Mweifer^ 4nteF<tj«aorlo befmtfto^dewbfast ; but 
*fter tfcet* bo. mm* absolutely be oaecuteeV . AU\ ihe ondoa* 
voumef Moorshud Cook, to4i» behalf* weie tae&efteel * eat? 
>ailhaagb» BinoVabnnd waa recommended to (he Emperor 'a 
meroy by «the Prince Aceem.Ooahaa, «*eiv+tt«taso/ nQaeeife 
fcr tbe '€afcy,&jHed driu* with ma/mnow iftom* h&e»m band* 
Aftelr the:ieaociitiefw a%aoem tQojfcan^ei^lemeri to^Aaiong* 
aebVfcbattft*? Mohammad Shm*^ 
a fit of insanity j but the Emperor wrote.withbts «*fn;beodej| 
the Prim** tetter,? -Gueyi ISbftref aaoavjfcefaide^God;*! At 
tbe .death *>f «WiegweoB,i -Coat fibe^uepfeliejMe** 1eaeeott» 
resign > ead ak'tbejentwNtiea oi"*ia*^nwab-,*»W ODt^iaoi 
itponibWt»jooDtbaeki9Dttce.r .* a,.- -»■:•■-■••. '> ,« '..tu ■.: ^<>? 

« V ^MO^tliMiny/fair ai«h««ra«(liifa<i^Miiea'av«! laiaa **!••«* 




/a^o«9ui^iaaa^tli^ecaibajMia ) ']ae. >b«a;iciaata^a i*f? t^r^aaH^ »a^ 
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,tr Tbe Nuwab, being now far advanced in year*, and finding 
liis health decline very fast, gave orders for building his tomb 
with a mosque, and a kehtareh (a square, with shops, &c.) 
Morad Ferash, a confidential but menial servant, was the per- 
son employed to superintend the work. He pitched upon a 
spot situated in the Khass Talook, on the east side of the city, 
lie pulled down all the neighbouring Hindoo temples, and 
tised the materials for raising the new work. The zemindars 
end other Hindoos, would have preserved their temples at any 
price , but no entreaties or bribes could prevail : not one was 
4eft standing in Moorshudabad, or at the distance of four days* 
journey from it. In the remote villages, many of the Hindoos* 
iouses were threatened with destruction, upon pretence of 
their being dedicated to religious uses ; and they were neces- 
sitated to redeem them by the payment of a sum of money. 
The servants of Hindoos of all ranks were compelled to work, 
unless their masters paid for their release, feo great was the 
dread of Morad, that no one dared to complain ; his written 
orders were circulated throughout the country, and implicitly 
obeyed. By these means', in the course of a year, the buildings 
were completed, and a gunge (a public market where duties 
are collected) annexed to the kehtareh, to keep the whole in 
•repair/* 

la the year 1138, A. D. 1724, Moorshud Cooly Khan, ap- 
prehensive that he had not long to Hve, exerted all his interest 
«nd influence at the Court of Dehly, to preserve the succession 
to his government for his grandson, Serferaz Khan ; and in all 
^probability might have -Succeeded*, had opt a powerful rival 
opposed his views, in the person of Shujaa Addeen Khan* the 
father of the young man, then'deputy governor of Ortssa; who, 
by his equability of. temper, generosity, anxjl strict administra* 
4ion o£justice> bad rendered himself respected and beloved in 
£he province ^whieh he governed. . ■ 

Tjijs person> . aware ofthei intentions of the Nuwab, pri- 
vately employed intelligent agents to carry on a correspondence* 
and negotiate for him, with Khan Dowran, who had succeeded 
Syed Hussein A ly Khan as Ameer al Omrah, and who was a 
.great favourite with the Emperor* Between these personages 
it was arranged, $hat Khan Dowranishould procure the appoint^ 
meet of Soubahdar or Governor* for hira$e¥, but that he would 
nominate Shujaa Addeen, his deputy m tbe provinces of Bengal 
and drissa. ' ^ m ....:,:•*" * 

• ' f •■••— - •'-■- •- '■ ■'•--' • ' : *• ; 'jx " - ■ ■■ /*" - '■ 

'* • AC t>ii period, Nizam a) Moots bail rebelled, aoifc hao* taken poa- 
vetsioa of tfte ' Oekkao. Tbe province of Gnzeraf. bad also revolted 2 
mad tbe atalMertiof Mobamne'd. Shah were at Variance, andonljjealons . 
ofea^nUc* Jae^a^oit^flUioryof.lbePebMft, .< t tl ■ .,. 
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Supported by socpowerful a patron, Shujaa began to devise . 
the means of success ; arid for thin purpose, be, under various- 
pretences, dismissed several of his brnvest officers it) Moor- 
ahndabad. He also collected a number of boats for the speedy. 
conveyance of his troops, should the event occur in the rainy 
season-; and he established a private post, to brin^ him, twice* 
» day, intelligence of the state of the Nuwao's health. M 
length) having received authentic information that MoershoA 
Cooly could not survive more than a few day?, he appointed^ 
Mohammed Toekee Khan, his son by a concubine, to be hit 
representative in Orissa ; and* . attended by his- confidential i 
officers and a select corps of cavalry, be quitted Cuttaok 5 arid* 
before his arrival at Moorsnudnbad, he received, otithesaitifc 
day, positive account* of fhftNuwab's death, and his credent 
tiafofcom Khan Dowran, constituting^ hrm Oeputy Governor v of/ 
tne.previncee dfc Bengal and Orissa. Furnishied with this docu~~ 
metrt, he proceeded with expedition to the seat of government % 
and alighting at the palaoa called the €hehel Seioon (Forty, 
Pelara), summoned aH the pubjie offHcer* to attend hfm $ and: 
•upon their arrival* produced wis parents,, which he caused to . 
he read aloud, awd without? opposition took possession of the 
Hjusuud y after* which he received the congratulation s*of all the 
persons present, and caused the event to. be notified by the. 
shrill sounds of the Inrperiafr musib. T^itVcircuro stance oc- 
eprred early io the year of th&Bejira 113ft*; 
. Previous to Moorsfcud? Gooly Khan's decease, Ite appointed r 
hi* grandson, Set fsraz Khan v bis public 1 and *priva«e successor, .. 
and; sole executor of his last testament ; ancT, ' having delivered, 
wee to htm* the keya*of all hie. treasures, and valuable effects, 
ke admonished him to behave with justice and humanity to all) 
tkoae who were pteced/ander hiMkutiiovity : soon after, which 4 
he departed thi* transitory life* Serftraz, Khan immediately 
sent intelligence of this erentto'Behiyj he a too wrote to hts 
father (of whose intetftriotit.be had no suspicion.), to. acquaint 
Km of the circumstance 7 and, conformably to instructions. 

* . contained in his grandfather 1 s will* deposited' his remains in* 
*he tomb which had been previously prepared, under the steps, 
of the newly-erected tnosquer* He then assured all the public* 
officers of hiV intention to- retain them io their station*; should, 

- he he confirmed' in the geverifmeirt ,• and afterwards removed* 
*# the i treasure and etfeote of th^<Wceased from the palace to> 
bis own. house. -•••.. 

.Qttfiefii^liUenievyv betwe^Q Jhe. father amUon, after, xhis 
event, there |iave H heen two accounts written.. In. the. lifer- 
attmalihereen it is [stated, tfcat the first in?eMXgence. Serfera? 
fthan had of ^U fatfier a arrival,, waa. frojii the^soaiid^of the 
Imperial music. Astonished' by tte 4ot»»>*i* inquired Urs 



Digitized by 



Google 



SKETCHES OP BENpAJi. 7\ 

eguse, ffftd, to Ws utter confusion, Uarned the mie* xp erted 
•vent. He immediately called a council of his intimate 
friends, who unanimously advised him, that, as his father had 
received and proclaimed his commission, had taken posses- 
sion ef the pal act, and was acknowledged by the public of- 
ficers, fee had only to submit with a good. grace. The young 
torn, either agreeing in opinion wiih~his friends, or averse to 
oppose bis parent, hastened without any. retinue to the palace, 
fell at hi* father's feet, and congratulated him upon bis acces- 
sion r* the government. 

in- the work translated by MK, Cfahffa, it is related, that 
Serferaz Khan received early intelligence of tbe approach of 
his fatherland thai he made preparations to oppose him : but 
that his mother and grandmother, both women remarkable 
fit* their- prudence arid great sagacity, and for Whom he en* 
tefrtained, the utmost* aractron. and- respect, interposed, and. 
leprestitted to him* that his father being^an old man, could 
*ot keep him long out oft tihfe government, or, at least, frbror 
the iolieritaaea to Moorsbud €ooly Khan's- private estate j 
and tfterefore advised him to be satisfied, for the present, with. 
the office of Dew an of Bengal*: and not to be* guilty of the 
horrid impiety of appearing in arms against' his' father, Which 
would fix a reproach upon Mis name to $11 eternity. These; 
arguments prevailed so entirely over the. ambition of Serferaa, 
Khan, that he advanced to meet his father, and conducted., 
kim to Moorshudabad ; aod, after resigning tb k him th^ pa- 
lace, retired to his own house at. Nuktaihaly ; and fVomthatv- 
time never failed ta pay his respects tahim every morning, 



BUWA1 MOTIMUtN- At UOOLKy. SHUJAA* AOBBKtt 

MOHAMMED KHAN, SHUJAA*ADD0WLAH, 
. v ASSUDJUNeiBEHADUft;. 

Origin of Shuja^.Aidtm Rhan—Afarriestfo daughter of 
Moorsmd Cooty Khan— Appointed Deputy Governor of 
Orissa — Takes info his service two brothers, named Hajy> 

■ Ahmed and Aly Perdu Khan—Shnja Addem obtains that 
deputy Government, of Bengal and Orissa — Appoints his 
son Dewan of the province— Releases the zemindars from 
their captivity — Sends a large sum 0/ money, and various* 
presents', to the. Emperor Mohammed Sha%~-~ Distributes* 
■ the subordinate appointments among , his friend* i —Remits 
the amount .of the revenues regularly to Dehly-—}n>* 
stances of h{$ magnificence and charity. Increases hi* 
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his army—Becomes indolent and luxurious— Constructs a 
beautiful garden in the vicinity of Maorshudabad — The 
province of Behar again annexed to the government of 
Bengal — The Nuwab appoiws Aly Verdy Khan to be hie . 
deputy in Behar — Aly Verdy proceeds to Patna — Takes 
into his service a corps of Afghans — Subdues the refracto* 
ry Zemindars— Promoted by the Emperor — Assassinate* 
the Afghan Chief— Reasons, assigned for this conduct- 
Origin of the Ostend East-India Company — One of their 
ships arrives in Bengal ; t)te commander of which applies 
. for, and obtains groand to erect a Factory at Banhybazar 
—The trade flourishes—The agents surround the factory 
with a wall and bastions— The Emperor of Germany with- 
draws his Charier from the Company — The commerce still 
carried on by individuals— The English seize one of the 
Austrian ships— Prevail upon the Nuwab to order the 
fortifications of Bankybanar to be destroyed — The Germane. 
. oppose these measures — The Nuwab* s troops lay siege to the 
factory — The -native servants desert— The, Agent wound* 
ed — embarks twith the few Europeans on board one of their 
own ships, and gusts Mengal — The factory destroyed — A 
dispute between* the English of Calcutta and the Foujedar 
of Hoogly—lhe Kingdom efTippetah .made a province 
of the Moghul Empire— Dissension* between the Nuwab* s 
sons — Death of Mohammed Tuckec .Khan — The Nuwab. 
appoints Moorshud Cooly Khan to behis deputy in Orissa ; 
r and Serferaz Khan governor of Dacca — Exemplary cha- 
racter ofJeswont Moy 9 Dew an of Dacca, who reduces the 
price of gram, and opens she western gate erected by 
Shaista Jthan*-<*esign* his office— Sayid Anted, foujedar 
of Rungporc, invades Dinagepore and Couch Beyhar, and 
.obtains much treasure — The -Nuwab appoints Serferat 
Khan his Heir — his Death. 



T t 



HIS officer *w»s, *by tfescetit, -an Alshaiyof the tribe pf 
'Turcomans, who formerly inhabited Khorassan, the eastern 
province of Peasia, and were esteemed the bray eat soldiers in 
ibe kingdom. He was born in the city of Boorhanpore, in 
rthe Dekhan j aod during his youth, hairing contracted ah in- 
timacy with MoerSbud *Cooly Khan, vtfho was then Dewan^of 
•^Hyderabad, married his only daughter, name Zynet al Nissa, 
Begum ; by whom he had a son called Mfrza Asaudallah, whose 
.title was Serferaz Khan : he had alio another son, toy a coocu- 
iBine, named Mohatumed Tuckee. v ', 

When Moorshud Cooly was appointed Dewan of Bengal, 
Ah i son-in- law accompanied him thither $ and upon the former . 
tfceing -promoted* td the united governments of Bengal' and 
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Oh'ssa, he sent the latter, as his deputy, to govern Qriss*. (n 
this situation Shujaa Addeen' Khan conducted himself* as* 

Subtle officer, with much propriety : but being of a luxurious 
imposition, and addicted to gallantry, he rave much offence to 
his wife ; who in consequence separated from him, and, with 
Tier son, went to reside at Moorshudabad. 

Shortly after this event, a person, named Mi rza Mohammed, 
Who had married a near relation of Shujaa Addeen Khan, came* 
with his two sons, from Dehly to Cut tack ; and were all three 
Admitted into the service of the Governor. The senior of the 
brothers was named Hajy* Ahmed $ the junior, Mirza Mo* 
hammed Aly, better known by the title of Aly VerdyKhaa, 
These were both men of liberal education and distinguished 
abilities ; and, by their counsels, not only ingratiated them* 
selves with the Governor, but rendered his government popular, 
respectable, and beneficial to the empire. 

In the preceding chapter it has been stated, that when 
Moorshud. Cooly Khan found his dissolution approaching, be 
had endeavoured to procure the succession to his government 
for his grandson^ Serferaft Khan ; hut that Shujaa Addeen had, 
by the exertions of his agents at Dehly, effected a different 
arrangement } by which he was nominated the deputy of Khan 
Dowran, the Ameer al Orrirah, who had procured from the 
Emperor the government for himself; and that Shujaa Addeen, 
by his dextrous management", had obtained possession of his 
office without any opposition: 

The new Governor, in order to reward his son for his for* 
bearntice, and to reconcile himself to his wife, nominated the 
former, Dewan of Bengal 5 but as that office required an intri- 
cate knowledge of accounts, and mtfeh attention to business, 
he appointed Roy Alum Chund* the comptroller of the house- 
hold, to be the deputy of the young man $ by which the latter 
Was relieved from all the toils and responsibility of the office, 
and his father was satisfied that the duty would be diligently 
performed. The Nuwab, immediately after, selected a Coun* 
*cil, consisting of the two brothers, Hajy Ahmed and Aly Verdy 
Khan ; Roy Alum Chnnd, for whom he procured the title ot 
Roy Royan 5 and the Imperial banker, Juggut Sett ; and by 
their advice conducted himself in all the measure of bis go* 
Temment. The two latter were. Hindoos* and were well ar> 
quainted with the minute details of business and all the intri*. 
tacies of the revenue department. 

Shujaa. Addeen commenced his government by an act of 
clemency and justice, which does him the highest honour, and 

•ffajy is a title etaferred oa .all pertoat w ha have made taefftfc 
g rinat* to Mecca : he had just retaraed from Arabia. 

u 
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rendered him extremely popular through all the three pro* 
vinces. 

He gave orders that the unhappy zemindars, who had been> 
kept in a miserable state of confinement during the long 
government of his predecessor, should upon giving security for 
their good conduct, be permitted to return to their families 
and homes, and to the management of their farms. 

He also immediately despatched the sum of forty lacs o£ 
rupees in specie, being part of the private fortune of his 
father-in-law, to the Court of Mohammed Shah ; aod sent also 
a number of elephants, and other valuable presents, to t he- 
Emperor and to his ministers ; in* return for which he received 
a confirmation of his appointment, as Governor of Bengal and* , 
Orissa > a commission of commander of 7000 horse ; and the 
additional titles of Motimun ai Moolk, Slufjaa ad DowlaU 
Assud Jung, Behadur. . 

Ihe government of Behar was however agrftri separated, 
and conferred on an officer named Nusserit Yar Khan, and 
afterwards on Fakher ad Dowlah. As soon as Sbujaa Addeen* 
was confirmed in his government, he disposed of the public 
appointments amongst his connections and friends, in the 
following manner : to his son Serfera* Khan, as formerly. 
mentioned,J^be office of < De wan ; to his-other son, Mohammed 
Tuckee, the government of Orissa. He confirmed Moorshud 
Cooly Khan, his son-in- law, in the deputy . government o£ 
Dacca. To the three sons of his chief councellor, Hajy Ahmed*. 
, viz Nuazish Mohammed, Sayid Ahmed, and Zin Addeen, Ke 
gave the offices of Paymaster- general, Foujedar of Rungpore* 
and Foujedar of Raj m ah el y and upon Shujaa Cooly, an old 
servant, he conferred the office, of Foujedar of Hoogly. His^ 
other counsellor, Aly Verdy Khan, had not any sons, but his - 
three daughters, were married to the sons of hid brother Hajjfc 
Ahmedr 

The new Governor imitated^ the conduct of hisrpredejcessor^. 
in despatching to f ourt regularly, at the and of the year, the, 
amount of the revenues ; and had the satisfaction to find, that* 
notwithstanding his liberal treatment to the zemindars,. the 
revenue; instead of being diminished, had increased : foa 
"whereas Moorshud Cooly had seldom remitted more than one* 
-crore and thirty lacs of rupees,, the amount of his collections, 
for the year 1 144* amounted to one crore and forty-eigh^ 
lacs, all of which was remitted to Moorshudabad by the agents; 
jof the Imperial hanker, Jugget Sett, without any difficulty or 
oppression. * 

His mind being thus freed from public cares, he followed 
tW natural bent of his inclinations, and lived in a style of 
splendor and munificence that far surpasaed-aByof hia>pre> 
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decessors. The palace of Moorshud Cooly Khan being too 
confined and ill-contrived, be ordered it to be pulled down, 
and erected another more suitable to his ideas of grandeur and 
comfort. He was very liberal to his servants, and paid great 
attention to men of learning and piety : he was also very 
charitable, and administered justice with great impartiality. 
He ordered the conduct of Nazir Ahmed and Morad,. two of 
the oppressive instruments of his- predecessor, to be closely- 
investigated 5 and, having proved them guilty of various crimes- 
and oppressions, condemned them to death. Being convinced 
that the. very reduced military establishment kept up by Moor- 
shud: Caoly Khan was inadequate to the security and oeace of 
the country* he augmented his army to 25,000, coosistingpr? . 
equal numbers of cavalry, and infantry armed with matchlocks. 
U short, by his general conduct in the early part of his go- 
vernment-. Shujaa Addeen evinced to the world that he was* 
deserving^, his good fortune 5 -but afterrsome years he becamor 
i«doJent, .and abandoned himself too much to luxury and, 
pleasure, leaving the business to be managed by, his Council. 

In. tha ullage 0* Dehppeh^oo. the bank of the Bhagga- 
nitty river, Nazir. Ahmed .had begua to build a mosque. hi the. 
middle o£ a very extenske garden..; After the execution ot 
that person* the Governor- finished, this, mosque in a superb- 
style, and laid out the garden with great beauty .and elegance. 
To this place he gaVa the name of Ferre h BatigMe Garden of 
Happiness)^ and sin the su*nm*r. retired thither; with hi**, 
seraglio, and passed his time in ihe enjoyment of every luxury. 

In the year 1143, A. D. 1729-30. Fakher ad Dowlah, the 
governor of Behar, having been, guilty of some impropriety, 
was removed from .that office > arid, thjrougl* the. influence of 
Khan Dawran, the Paymaster-general, the g° v *™ ment ° f ' 
that province was again annexed to Bengal 5 and Shujaa Ad- 
deen Khan was, in consequence, ordered, to appoint his own, 
deputy tou that important situation* 

It was the wish of the, Governor- to have appointed one of 
his own sons j bat Zypet al Nissa, his wife, who, as the heiress 
of Moorshud Cooly, interfered frequently in the government,*;- 

♦So strong an opinion had this lady of her own consequence, that* 
when it was determined Aly Verdy Khan should be apposed to Behalf 
so* sent for him to the gate^of Jier apartments, and confer red Loo ibim* 
the kbilaat or robe of honour, as from herself; after which ber husband^ 
presented htm with his patent, and other insignia of office. This Idea* 
was however extremely erroneous, as there is no hereditaty rank in 
Bindoostao, much less a right of succcsBion to a government ; nor waj, 
it, I believe ever attempted with success, till the pjwer ol he M oguj 
Empe/or was annihilated by the invasion qf Nadir Sbah aad the event*, 
which ensued.- 
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refir.ed to part with her son Serferaz* Khan 5. and Wad at the 
same time jealous of its being conferred oh the son of the 

» concubine, lest it should make him of too much consequence : 
the subject was therefore left to the consideration of theCoun- 

> cil, who recommended Aly Verdy Khan, as the person best 

< qualified' to preserve the dignity of the situation, and to keep 
in subjection the zemindars of that province, who were noted 
for their independence <tmd strong spirit of insurrection. Aly 
Verdy Khan was> inconsequence, invested with the robes of 
office, and was sent to Patrm, with an* escort of 5000 troops. 

Upon the arrival of Aly "Verdj' Khan at Patna> he found the 
whole province of Behar in the greatest contusion' : a band of 

" Tobbers, called Bunjartih, who had entered 1 it under the pre- 
tence of purchasing grain and*>ther comiricfdities, laid the coun- 
try through . which they passed iinder heatfy contribution, and 
plundered the collectors of the revenrte. TPhe zemindars of 
jBettiah Phoolware1i> Ohuckwat, and Botfjepore, were also in 
a state of insurrection, r and had for some time set at defiance 
the authority of the Governor. 

To reduce tteese peopteto submission, Aly Verdy Khati founi 
it requisite to take into 'his service a corps of Afghans, under 
the command of their chief, Abdul Kereem fehan. With 
these, and the forces he had taken from Moorshudabad* he first 
attacked and routed the Punjarehs, taking from them all their 
^plunder : rifter which, he, tn succession, reduced the zemindars 
to obedience 5 and compelled them not only to liquidate the 
arrears pf jevenne, but to pay him large sums of money, under 
the denomination of Nuzzcranih and Peisfikusk (offering and 
tribute). By these means Aly Verdy Khari acquired much 
wealth, and hi? troop* were also enriched by plunder. Ia 

-consequence of these services, and at the recommendation of 
the Nuwafe, he receded from the Emperor an increase of his 
military rank, and the title of Mohubut Jung. 

He however tarnished these honours shortly after, by the 
assassination of Abdul Kereem Khan, the commander of the 
Afghans, whose services had been so useful to him. This 
harsh measure he excused to his friends, by stating, that the 
overbearing conduct and insolence of that officer had arisen to 
such a height, that he found he must either get rid of him, or 
have given Up his ow;» authority.* 

It now'becohres requisite to notice the introduction of an©* 
ther European nation into Bengal. About the year 1717*. 
" * " ' ' ■ ■ ' -—— — ' . ■ . . • • -.. - ■ n j 

* After the dissolution of the Afghan etopire co'rj>s of these people 
Were taken into the service of the Hindoo Princes, and Mogul Gover- 
nors: they are esteemed brave troops, but ?ety muiihoas ; and unsteady 
in their attachment, unlets to their own chiefs. 
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Borne merchants of the Austrian Netherlands, who had long 
wished to participate in the advantageous 'Commerce of the 
East, fitted out two ships for India, which made a very suc- 
cessful voyage. This circumstance stimulated others j and 
application was made to the Court of Vienna for permission 
to establish an East- India Company at Ostend, Although this 
measure was strongly opposed by the English, French, and 
Dutch, the Emperor of Germany granted, in August 1723, to 
the merchants of the Austrian Netherlands,* his letters-pa- 
teot, authorizing them to trade to the East Indies, under the 
denomination of the Ostend Company. 

In the meantime, one of the private ships arrfved in the 
Ganges ; and, by the assistance of the French at Chandernar 
gore, succeeded in procuring a full cargo : and the captain of* 
this ship, previous to his departure, made application to Moor* 
shod Cooly Khan, then Governor of Bengal, for ground to erect 
a factory, should the Company be established. A3 the* Nuwab 
was not only anxious to increase the trade of the province, but 
also desirous of introducing more rivals to the English, of 
whose privileges it has been already seen he was excessively 
jealous, he immediately complied with the request, and as- 
signed the village of Bankybazar, situated in the eastern side 
of the river, fifteen miles above Calcutta, for the residence of 
the Germans. 

In 1724, being the first year after the establishment of the 
New Company, an Ostend ship, named the Emperor Charles* 
mounting thirty guns, arrived in Bengal, but was lost in going 
up the Ganges, The greater part of her cargo was however 
saved ? and the officers and crew took possession of Bankyba- 
zar, and er&ted temporary houses. 

in the two following years, threg ships, of a larger size 
than the first/ arrived in Bengal, and completely established 
the Ostend trade in that province ; and as they undersold the 
Other Europeans in various articles, their factory quickly rose 
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and the East Indies should cease for seven years. Nofewrth* 
standing this prohibition, the private merchants occasionally 
sent out ships to India; and, as. the Agent of the head of the 
factory in Bengal was a person of great activity and deterraina* 
t tion, he continued to furnish them with cargoes. 

This traffic, although carriecf on* clandestinely, could not 
escape the notice of the Dutch and English j the latter of 
/whom, in the year 1730, sent a squadron, under the command 
of Captain Gosfright, of the ship Ford wich, to blockade the 
jrlver Ganges. The Commodore sailed up the river j and having 
obtained intelligence that two Osteud ships were. anchored 
between Calcutta and Bankybazar, despatched two of his 
sgnudron to take them. On the first shot being fired, the Saint 
- Theresa, the smallest of the Ostend ships, struck her colours, 
was immediately taken possession of, and carried to Calcutta ; 
but the other, slipped her cable, and took shelter under the. 
guns of Bankybazar factory, whither it was not deemed ex- 
pedient tp fallow hgrj ajud she after wards had the good fortune 
to escape. ■'•...'«. 

. Sometime after, this events tl»^ .Dutch and English united 
fill their influence to preyarf > upon,. the Nuwab to prohibit tb4 - 
Geritya'na from trading to Bengal; and* it is said, bribed the 
Fpujedar of Hoogly to make a/ajse representation of the great 
strength of the fortifications of Bankybazar, and .the dancer of 
allowing foreigners., to retain a .place;of an ch strength within 
a few miles of the Royal port. 

' This representation induced, the. Governor to order the fortw 
Sections; of Bankjba?ar % to be dismantled: violent disputes, 
iii conse^uejipe, easued N hie,tvyeen, the. German J agent apd tfce» 
Foujedarj 'and at length a considerable f^jce^wiftsewt freu* 
Hoogly unjjei: the^comrnand of an 6%er r AiajWecl'Meef. Jatfier, 
who surrouridetJt /the p}acs,on the land side, i, feu t;jwx6ipd^witl»^ot 
uro£h ca^iob, thai lie .threw uj* aa etHr^ichnjejnl.in frQntof/ 
ftis enc^mjpn^eni, ^io,, defend ,hb. .Uoous Jfr&.a^firgog.€Jta> 
tesiegeu ; who, hi tbemean time, completely coiwwaf^Aed thai 

^sed *<fc pass. 
th«^ Gerjaansa 

4l>iy jpn&eudei, 

>aiJ^ngulimer«<> 
ft* as j» media- 
i but the; Ger-.i 
3 a hoe Ugf?4or. 
lan.esteejwjfofc 
deration of the^i 
ut having pro*. 
Pge.wkhitWK! . 
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vigour, both by land and'hy wateY; till, at length, provisions 
becoming very scarce ill Bankybazaryktt the natives of everv 
description deserted, and left the Europeans to defend them* 
selves. Notwithstanding the garrison was* by this meant, re* 
duoedto fourteen persons, they continued to serve their guns 
with sucheffioaey, that not one of the Mognl trrJbps 'durst ven- 
ture out of the entrenchments. At length the Agent had the 
misfortune to lose his right arm by a cannon ball ; after which 
he embarked, with his men, during the night, and reached 
in safety one of the ships belonging to his nation, which was- 
at anchor dewn the river j and shortly- after 5 proceeded tiff 
Europe.- '-'• *i. ' • • • '•• ■ • *' • "•* ■ * • 

*n it^e mwning when the Mogul troopfe took "possession- . 
of thefaetdrn they found nothing of value in H, :btit the can>* 
non ami a lew *fcefls. : After levelling the fort'tfictoioris witnV , 
the ground, and delivering over Bankybazar to the Zetoindarj 
Meer J*fttor> returned in triumph to Hoogly >•* ' 

Shuja* Addeen Khaiv beini* of a liberal disposition and . 
averse to-trouble* allowed the English and other Europeans to* 
enjoy the privilege* that' had been granted to them by the Empe- 
ror Ferrokhsert; or*by former Governors ; aud the* only dispute 
that is recorded to have happened; during his time,* Was occa- 
sioned by the FoUjedar of Hoogty stopping a l hoat, 1 laden with 
bajes ofc silk, belonging -ro the'Engtish Company j hi copse* 
queno*: of . which -a party of soldier* wafr despatched- frdtia Ci\^ 
eutta, wbe *e*ri6ed thoiPonjediar, land carried- irwfejr the si ik> . 
and other gotwls which ha^L beon stopt/ This transaction tfafc-' 
represented, to the Nii\vab>*as a very heinous c4fer*ee?'''&tftr 
He* iu^on^itertceepfchibtted; the natives fre&n supplying Cal- 
cutta,, or* any cftf fheM fcuboiaiinate factories, wrthgftiici.- The , 
Bn^isfowere tih&e3hr«! compelled t*> purchase peWcey by the 
payftenu&f a-large sttaajofcinoney, , and byl^a^otogishlg for^heib: • 
xkasmadnotr ;i -j\ u .. ,s * . t' ■ o- ., . i ->i ' --••■ ! • ** *" ■ - * 

•It ha* toeem previously etattodi, thwt On • tffe auirfdesSfofe- of x 
Sbujaa Adieen'Khsn^the govern men ty h* confirmed hh son* 
in-law, MoorriiuvLCboty? in the appoint me At «MJe$tttyNWzinr M 
of Dacca* MoofsHud^CodJy 'eiiiployed^ as his Defvittv* person 
named Meer Hubbet6^a> native o£ Shiran in PerVtaf/'wha had 
been a broker at Hoogljr j and who,* ^although he could neither 



t * The whole of these circamstaace^jespectijig the Germans, u stated;.* 
by die author translated by .Mr. Gladwin, (o have happened during the, 
government of Moor^iM Cooly-Klma j-batby Mh Of me their expulsion 
ifrpoBtpoaed till A. 0*1748; lr:ia However *w>aWnrt, by the. Hhtory 
of the Ostend Company, that their factory was in existence A. D. JL?3£L» 
and that their 4asiabip8 left id3engana!73$ bee Universal History, 
v*k&U» \e. " ,. ■ ■ .'"■/**: '" " - w ' 
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wad nor wrfte, possessed gwi activity of mind tod expertises? 
in business. This man was very industrious in office, and made 
Considerable jetrenchments in the boat department and other 
expensive establishments. He also acquired large surds for his 
waster, by the sale of monopolies ; and is s&id to have treach- 
erously put to- death Noor Allah, the zemindar of JUaJpore, 
on account of his great wealtk. . . 

Sometime after this event, a nephew of the Rtj*of Tip- 
perah, having displeased his uncle, a was banished thecoun- 
W ' T«eyouth took refuge with a Mohammeda« zemindar, 
named Aka Sadik, ? and entreated him to assist bin it* recover- 
ing the share of his inheritance. The zemindar being inti- 
mately acquainted. with Me*r Hubbeeb, recommended the 
cause of the young man to him ; and pointed out the favwu- 
h mm^ POrtW<y itfifarc(Ut gating Tipperah to the Mo- 

Aieer Hubbeeb, having represented the eircumnances to hie 
inaster, obtained permission to proceed with att the droops 
tfi^t. were then in the vicinity of Dacca* to effect, the object, 
ine Mogul troops crossed the Burhampooter, and entered 
Uipperah before the Raja was awaraof their intentions! and 
*avin ? the young man with them whose cause they espoused., 
*e pointed out to them the road by which they should ad- 
van^.. Aided by such a guide, Aey reached the capital before 
tnertaje could make any preparation to oppose them : he was 
obliged to Seetothe mountains, and tbenepliewwa* raised 
to the Raje, upon condition of paying a large portion of the 
revenue to the Governor of Bengal. The whoio country, in 
^sequence, quietly submitted* and thus the province of 
ripperah, which from time immemorial had been an indepen- 
dent kingdom, became annexed tojth*Mogul empire: iajid 
m order to support the yowng >Raja . against, his. uncle, and aft 
the same time to secure his fealty, a considerable number of 
Monasamedan troope were left m the country, under the 
command oi-AJcaSadft, who was Munrn&ted Foujedar, On. 
receivmg^fttelb^oe of Ai8 . evemVtbe Nuwab was much 
pleased, and sbaoged the name of Tipperah to Roshenabad* 
■•<™-MWi^ofAiglit),aad gave to, or. procured for> Moorahud: 
Cooiy thej .additional title of Befaadurj and to Meer Hubfeeeb 
that ot Khan. 

In the year TH6, Mohammed Tuckee, the illegitimate son 
ot the Jfywab, went "from Oris$a, to pay ,his respects to his 
lather : bwt during his residence at Moor*hudabad, disputes 
ran so (ugh between him and hfo brother; ' that *acb drew out' 

• -*•? 'ShS* f L om * c ****** llmi * of *• Empire. It is still softtfled * 
10 (he Public Records. 
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tfcdr fcUowfes, and *wW aftuftHf have 6om tb * pfteMI 
buttle, hadtoey vol btenifrettaort %y ihfeintterp^tfofcoT then? 
father ; whose authority, jofeed to «he tttedtetieti of tttf fenttlels 
oftbe frmily, enacted aa apparent reomeiliaftion*,- Tiad M6Wam- 
iftad returned tfo Cttttuct, *fee*e be tiled to the foltowwg 



Upon the death of Mobarhtried Tb*lfed« KTWfr, tlw Ni^ft 
promoted hii son-ro^aw, Woorshud Cfcory Kh*tt Bfchaduf, 
far whom he procure the title of BusteW Jung (the* Her* 
cnHsm battle), to ttlte dtptofy government of Oris**; who 
cttrrM with him to th« province, his Detoato* Me*r Hub* 
beeb. Through the management of the latter, the revenue* 
of OrfsH* were oonskterably increased; and ttlfc expenses 
dlminiahe^: During the government of Mofcamtoed Tucked? 
the Raja oP Povsotem bad carried array the idol of Jagertiaut* 
across uhe rirer JeHceh (Ohiftla La&e)^ bfeyone? the boundary* 
ofOrfssa, and placed 1 ft in a mountain ;/ tvnidi eireuinstance? 
injured the revenue of Ortega to to** *t*ourn>of rtkie lacs' of 
rupees per annum, being the usual amount of the eottectitfnr 
frtfiitbe pilgrims:' '' IJ '-"- "• * '•"" r ' '•'•-• <" 

The rtrst caW of ; (*e W<t G**ermW"ftntt ftfc IndelWfrable? 
Dfewan, although itrtct MoHatrH^a^ni; #ar? td <*ofr>ptF t'h^ 
fttfja of Pursotem *& restore : tile Mof : t© in*', anttenttetople tf 
Where it has eTersrnce'renrttned irhtffetilHWid ^ And coirtinueV 
tevattraeifcrnihrberof^v^^ 

Mad- *** remold WOtis**, the. 

tr bf J DaceW e* -Mr son 8eHfertn* • 

jehd thltWer^W-'InSr^putyi^l 1 

rh£«fei^'%i*4eteirt4rtttt thw 

Infinite* JesWn* kdf, wnd had 

Kftaftf, tb be'DfcWin, and 1 to ntt#* 

&tetffaL*i management tif all* Mftitot. Thesufterint»ndhnceof 

tHe' boat department was' entrusted to Murad AfyllharV> who 

wwroarriei to a daughter *of Sferftrasffitan 5 attd*who had 1* 

lu> employment -*tr accountant named 1 RaJbuiJob, of Whom 4 

n^ore'wfflbebere^fferrelatfed. 

'When ttoise officers* arriVetl'at Dkcca, fetotm Boy Wafe, ra 
obedience to the Nuwab's. orders, invested, with, the' entire? 
nojairtgemenr of tfie revenues 1 . He liarf been* educated 1 under 
tlie late Nuwab, Moorabud Cooly Kftan, wBbs& exarnplb'to 
etMateoY ii* ptety, integrity, anHindenttigaWe atterttWttf 
butfbfesa j andiri forming his arrahge'mients for tbe Benefit of 
the* wverpment, stucned'to Vender them conducive to ttfe. 

j,, rr?rp? - . t .\ , ...'•'"'— 1 — "I ^r^" 

tifirffMrt^rVciSfitiiHdi 0*. dwiSNft*)* »* tfip*p*Ht%Hoaltd< 
iH the towe «f>?Of totem, . 
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general ess* and happtoes^of the pe*^e. He abolished *H* 
^monopolies which had been intovducM by;>feer Hubbeeb, and 
alsatie impositions laid upon gw^n/ 

It was related, in the account of <fb.e govecomfcot; of Shftfetfe 
Jthan, that when he left Da£C* to.retuinjo Dehly* b* , hjiil t 
lip the western gate, and inscribed over it an execration against^ 
any fatuge; Governor. who should pre*mfteio ope* it till he had" 
reduced -the price of grain to a <fumreer\#r. seer* or 640 pound*? 
lyeight. for the rupee. The gate had continued closed W^ihU. 
tune ; when Jeswont Roy, having- succeeded in reducing t^e. 
price of grain to Shasta. Khan s standard,, ordered; it t? .b», 



. e JJy the prudent^ administration ]r of ( « ay rtem ^>f bound policy, » 
4&4 humanity*- the./ricji province, of .Dacca wag cultivated u% 
* ^3 r y part, and abouaded,in every ll j&ro < grreo^is»te/pi}£ha confer 
ibrtaod gratification, of it$Jntal>itat»ts,' Justin waa.adipinfc ; " 
sfcied with imparity ^ajad the, oood^ct of .Gbalib. AU ^^°o 
and Jeswont itoy gainst great credit /to thiirpciudpaltjtafc. 
fgrazKhan. ..;....- .. f , ' — ^'^ 

As the Nuwab was far advanced in years* he related, ui) 
bis attention to business, and entrusted • theunanagemeut jpf 
qgFairs much. to. bUsan j >: nrdwag: hjm, ; however,, cnnstaatlg M\ 
consult with,, Hajy ^hmed, and stu^-nther ,memters n/ hj^j 
Council. The youngs ma*, did noj»- hoy^e^^po^pljf wiftw 
tbis.^juncjtion, ,an ; d t^ecii^isflta^cwsitf^ 
between him and the Hajy.. .j-mi. . ; «.. «}o *■ "iin 

.After, sofqn *i«e, #a£^:r&JB<un^*^ 
K^^rsnade^.hfjbjia^ad; jtoiijF*^ Ghak^ 
%Sca< ap4 ^.promote, his. son^iaw,: ASwftA, 4fe torffcer,; 
»#ram<^ r ,^ 

Beisjifcajv c*.4ieatf, clerk, .^.i^^t^e^tn^njtjifn^cp^f^ 
minced nisgoyesuajflnt wi^a^yjactttof oppression-,., Jeflwon^ 
Bjpfr the^Dewan^wfcq hao^ga%ed|5o feig^^repnta^on./or.Ww, 
conduct, byfhql^ tk$$q> measures with aversion* and cesplvfng^ 
npt U> ^^Hptiffipp^p^.Jn them, rejigned.hp appoint njent^ 
apd^ j^iqpe^ta^p^^ . Uppn.hiare^igna^ thejiew; ; 

government gave a loose to their. rapa/^«a^ t fio4e^^.t^^ 
" fy.M*ipe<i ^co^tr&^sja^f.w^ 



^Ai^M&VperJpd<j Sa$d\ ; £hmqd, t£e. second apnQj,Haj^^ 
%ned, w&^figftt^^^ Addee^Kha^^adL, 

be^faJHRo^fce^^ woo. lijccused;^ 

^WW^uHj^ajt dj*Ui$t witKgi'eat pppres^ioDiiljajrvngpmyj^ 

nagepore an a Cooc h Behar; and afte r compelling the Rajas, 
to fake refuse in the woods "arid" mountains, got possession of.; 
Mm wntrifQ) teg«lhe>> wtth»the immeo^ieriasuTee-wWcJl , 

t j.;io: »«C to afro) .'.; f f «* 
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AeR^a^tHel^ncestors hid dtmiftss^/ Woe* iifteJHrgehJffe* 
of this J event was received at Nfoorsbudabad, the Nuwab wan 
pleased to confer the tide of Khan Behadur ori'Sijfjid Abmed/** 
a circumstance which was exceedingly flattering 1 to tbe-ybutig- 
man's father. .- >. , ■ . > •• y ......,,, .,*...., 

The enemies of this family have asserted, that toot withstand-, 
iag ifentonerous benefits- donferred on them; by Shirjaa Addeen' 
Khan, tb?y,were constantly .plotting to render themselves inde- 
pendent of bis^ son; by sCTcKn^tBeir wealtli to Patna/ afidi>y 
remitting large sum* of money- 1© iDeh^.tq procure for Aly 
Verdj Khan,' upon ttie death of the Nuwab/ uie distinct go- 



*>lw«-w«r4ii tatodd .power. WA* yaWWw^. Jlir%ali%>ai^a» 
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*8tt#***M ***** of atqct vei^^g^^pbi^^rapy,*^ 
^nopuad^liheriility. Preview* to. Us decease, Ji$ had erected 
atuosqoo vM a ip^oleivp at Dejiparch, oppose to Mo^r* 

^TAT5 Q$ THE GOVERNMENT OP THE MOGUL 

jfotthrgxeie as tended Jtke tftrowe after, deposing \U father 
Shah ' Jekafi— Revenue of the. Empire^The aon^of Au~ . 



*dkm*cb fd€ mitri M fo gilHmdjy removed to Yakuk-i-AUy, 
•imdkKtoitimaNitmW Ms tie* i 

.lusive sluatobftt, %/tihyidf his counselor? tbiih their trdacher'jf 
^r Attacks .AUyvcrfe JChan iiU overpowered 6y numbers , 
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yielded to the \ superior fortune of his rival— AllyjterdeKfiau 
takes possession of Moorskudab ad —Appoints his brother in his 
absen ce, and marches against Musset.Coely Khan, inCuttavkr 
who afterwards flies to De&kan— Invaded by the Marhattas 
-—Account of their origin*— eause of their Invasion^Sur* 
rounds the Soub ah -^demands the revenue due to the CrowiL 
Jor the two last years and the treasures ofShujaa and Ser* 
ferez Khm-rThe Souba.fi attache the Marhattas and cuts his 
way to the capital, pursued by them tiilhe reached Cutwa— . 
Crosses the river with his army in th\presence of the enemy iy, 
the gallant intrepidity ofMuetapha Khan and MeerJaffier-** 
Establishes his character as a soldier— hemes large troops- in 
Behar— Again tabes the field against the>Marhatta*-+Mker . 
tJuhbeeby the. Deputy Governor of Dacca deserts ^hc Soubatis 
fiarty'-r-Tjie* Mahrattas demand* the resignation of Ms go- 
vernment pi favqr ofSerfcra*. /than* eldest son>-~JtbscKar . 
Pundit treacherously assassinated^ and the Marhattas seeing 
the fate of their thief* speedily fixes to the Beerbhoom hills— 
A fresh army of Marhattas enter by wayofCuttach under; 
Ragpjec and a- not her by may ef Patna under Bdlajee 
Rao— The Soubah returnsjto his capital and after fortifying 
the city .again iotas the field* but by the mediation ofSar* 
zarum, m peace texts concluded!*- Appoints Zaindee hhmed^ 
Khan Nabob of l?hlna>— Determines to assassinate his Gene* 
tat, Mustapha Kknn* wha apprized', of the Soubtih's de* 
eigne and taking Shumser, Khan with a considerable body 
of Puttans* proceeds* dm. Ms route towards Behar —The. 
J? at tans on receiving the account of Zatndee Ahmed Khan a ' 
pursuit of them, insanity* attach* the Soubah—The Death* 
of Mustapha Khnn^Th* flight of thk* Italians,- to thei* 
country wUfr Shumserv Khau~Th*y: body of Mustapha^ 
Khan c*j>a*edvt the streets of Pataa^The t Marhattas renew - 
their incursion**- TAst miserable^* end of Hadjy Ahmed — 
Tie a%mxes meetcol Boglepore^The Marhattas and the * 
Patton* tetoUuy routed*- A* firm, treaty settled \ekk the- 
Marha'faM~Tie Houbah. nominate* s Seraje ad Dbwlah hps .- 
Successor ^jfykprpmishtg fualitieJof Serojc ad Dowlak-- 
lnstigates Aga Saddoe to cause* an insurrection at Dacca,* 
Outfaits—SerajzadDowlah causes-Hus*ein*C»olyKham to be' 
murdered in the streett of Moorshadahad—The Nabob dies-* 
Eeraje ad Dowluk succeeds So the Sou'bahship—Thc NhboB[ 
previous to Mm death erhorts -rSeraje ad^Dowlah to (aha* 
precaution* from, the growing power of* the ' JSaglish— 
Sfr. North** Account of the' Nabob's Court, previous to hii* 
death— The motives which instigated 'Scraje ad Do* late 
t* declare War against the English^ 
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JP ROM the conquest of India by Tamerlane, about tlie year 
3(398, the throne of the empire descended through a line of 
Mahomedan princes to Anrengzebe ; who, deposing his father 
in 1666, maintained* himself in the possession of the throne 
till 1707, when he died.' ♦he revenue* of the empire are said 
4p have been raised by this princja to the annual sum of .thirty- 
eight millions of pounds sterling. The sons of Aur£ngzebe 
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^ependanjce on their ejephauta. j. Nadir Shah fa . Kouli Kbaa k 
is called) caused, a; number ofcajneis to he sent ajgainst thein, , 
bearing .stages on fVV'bjch . fires w^re, burning ; U?e terror this n 
ga,ve to the elepbauis fea/fc them .fall back and disorder the " 
whole army. Before pight .came op,. J 7,000 of tfie Emperors ! 
troops jaere slain, ainoqg whom were a> great number of per- * 
sons ,{lear tp bis Majesty* and o( great consequence to the 
-state*. ( $ot Tnore than ope .half of the king's army was, 
brought, to engage ; many fled towards. the city \. and the Per- 
sians pillaged at discretion, till, tkey were iuterrupjted by the 
night > in whioh the Persians huriea their dead, between two 
and three thousand \n number. About an equal number, were, 
bounded. A jqynd consultation was held in the Emperor's \ 
*presenqe during the flight, t J\ J i*am *oo(. Mulk, his minister 
-and cWef commander, related, in the # most affecting manner. 
th,e o^piyrabje. {$t 8 te to .which t lie fostune t o£ that day had 
reduced the court, and the danger to which 7 f;he ( Emperor's . 
petspawas expoajed;} ius opinion . therefore was ; tq accommo- 
date roa,t^ers'»wjth; Nadir SUah (t Many pa whom the King 
had most .depended* were. either among the, killed or wound- 
ed i an4 though. the onrcer who garo this, adyjce. fo his Ma*, 
jesty, was suspected of treachery, in corresponding { with the . 
anvader* tire, ascendancy he had uqjy, acquired laid the King; 
under a necessity to taruat to, his advice. Full poorer .was ac- 
cordingly given hi,i^jf).y the Emperor to, treat wjth, the invader. $ . 
•and the third day after the battle this minister «ndanqjbet. 
Iio#a^l<yra\ were^ntrodu^epj jnto tf# presence af»ms, Shah^ j 
Amq^a^jtqthem-^^ %fr*$ intended to jxujt your .Emperor an<i 
h^iropps: \p 'ffc wad, ,ftt*t I .will; fooviAkpiZfo,,*^ Mm, 
tocim»e : tP.me* *nd ^ ^Ui ^baa^. W P«^ S^^ 1 -^ » WWt 
weMtimajmer.", .,,:,,„ ,. JSI ........ «,'{■. .... 1|: ,hti • • li ,-.i| 

: JMN»W*- Shak fife, Rr*at» WogtU,, rcfyo^fc^afew d>jp. 
before, was looked. upon, fry Tijs ^u^ects.as possessing wisdom, 
and power, somewhat mora, than, Ipuman^ whp§e. titles declared 
him K^o,f al|tl^e Kujgs p/ th^ JEarth, and Conqueror, of the] 
"VYorVk andftbo, came^fcflm <hja palace in all the, splendour of 
t^jaAt> t ^ r npwonly allowed twq hundred hqrsp to attend 
fctmjtftovihe canm of JMir * who placed him P» a throne at 
tjp4eJH?ap4 Andi after ,a few sentences /of ceremony, aajfl.:-*,. 
-1 Yflu h*ve wHhflUtvpr^caution put your Aft.to.Jbe, iasu£ o% 
•cp|.W«fr9 n l.MK«r how jm.'W ^ttm$Ieo\,Anp! made^pu 
-cjfcraof a^^p^rnpdafion} tart y^ f fW*°, UJ *$?**& ifflptfty 
up vmh chitdish conceit v flMfcyojPj neglected- tjie^ms t p| >rj; 
friendship,, and abandoned jou* <^n interest.. , JNqw jqu see to, 
^tatetrcjgtojrpua^eduoej) tyA* ^iotqrjqns : jarm*,©* JPer*, 
aja. > Htffwior* Irfrifl , MWkajm .^npir^ .from JPW, 1 Wfc . 
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mean to indemnify myself for the expence of this war, whicUr* ' 
most be pdid : I will leaVe yoti in possession of "you* domi- 
nions." " He did so, after nmssarrei rig above one biindred" 
thousand of the inhabitants in ' plundering the capital of DehbY 
and killing at .least an hundred thousand more in his way 
through the country.. This fcrm?l inVader rctarned to his own 
v ciry of Kandahar, within 'I he Vear { 1 739) taking with him more*- 
than seventy millions of pounds ' sterling in money and jewels. * 
The cruelty of Thamas 'Kbirli Khan is said to have extorted* 
from a dervise this bold address : — u If thou art a God, act 
as a God j if thou art a Prophet, conduct us in the way of 1 
salvation ; if thou art a King; render the people happy,, and do* 
not destroy them:" To which the invader replied—" I am 
no God, to act as a God $ nor a Prophet, to shevv the way of* 
salvation 5 nor ii King; ten render the people nappy t but 1 ariv 
lie, whom God sends td the nations Which he has determined 1 
to visit with hltfWrath-.*' 

The pbiVer and dignity of the Emperor were so reduced by 
this stroke,' that he had nothing left him but "the name of a*' 
king in many of life provinces. The governors of them only 
kept up a shew of allegiance 5 arid retained in their hancls thi* 
revenues they raised from the subjects, to strengthen l hem* 
in- their usurpation. And, at the time the English military 
transactions first made a pa>t of the" history - of the Mogul Em-' 
pire, the heir to the throne was a state prisoner to one of these- 
governors. * " ,; '♦ ! 

That part /of the dominions which has been the sfcat 6f the* 
English ^flairs-— the -prof inces of Bengal/ Behar, arid Orissa^ 
were in rlie* year 1725 1 governed b^y Shujaa' Aricfeen ^han/who* 
for his fideMty tfr'the Kirigtfa* invested with thrift government id* 
liis family. Behajr and Orissa he governed by deputies, over^Ben- 
gal he presided it» f person, and the City dflloorshudkbad in the. 
centre of Bengal? was the setot of his govfernmeift. * 

In his time two Mpgn.'ay brothers; named Hadjy Ahmed* 
and Allyverde Khan 5 came to* Bengal, powerfully recdaimend*- 
ed by some of the principal Omransat eotmVand were rev 
ceived into his service $ Hie former^ ai* officer «rf it*' foot 
solders, who immediately attended his ©van person f the fctKfct* 
as his Heoktthj 'or pipe- bearer. Hadfy Ahnfea* had iiVhis- 
younger days been at Mecca, Whi#& W%np)ied by tke 1 tkltfof 
Hadiy, gives to- all those who have made that -prlgr image*- 
^his afoneris- agreat recohihiirmdanion) in a country so far* 
distant Mm a; place, which; by the Koran, all Mussulmenj- 
tHight-to- aisft ' once in then- lives ; and a reputation for a*nctit j- 
is thef tim disguise for an ambitious man, among a people 
*o raft of eiiimi8 : asm air are all the fohWeraof Matiommed : lt» 
gave idiu faA&ftj iuueaiucuoato the great/, wliick ha weM^ 
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knew bow to improve. He soon discovered his master's nil** 
log passion ; to this he made his court, and saw himself in 
the road to greatness*} but was conscious of a weakness which 
Bight prove an invincible obstacle to fits pursuits— the want 
of that martial courage so indispensably necessary in a country 
yrhere no one is esteemed but by his merit as a soldier. Thau 
he knew, his brother possessed iu an eminent degree j he there- 
fore determined to labour tor his advancement, resigning to 
kirn the glory of command , and contenting himself with iu* 
dalging an. ardent thirst after riches. Fame and dominion 
were the darlings of his brother's more exalted soul. Thus* 
necessary to each other, they united these Qualities which 
aaight have commanded suc*e»s in* a much greater enterprise. 
Hadjy well knew, that where the object of our pursuit is it* 
aetf criminal, crimes are |he stepa by which he must ascend $ 
no. retreat, no listening to* the voice of nature j th*< passions 
tjhemselves must be- subservient, and conscience hushed. Tbus> 
jeeelved, he is said u*kave made a, seermoe of Ms Otto dangb* 
tertohis master. Admitted** favourite, ho lifted o» brother 
feonvoua step to another, tihyiu the year 1729, bo obtained 
for hjm tho Nabobship of Fatna,, where* All yverde Khan tooe> 
made biinseif very* powerful .$, for, parttv by policy, if* setting 
the Rajas of that warlike proviueera* variance with -each other* 
aod portly by-, tho aecoesa of bis arms, 4t* brought tbtin to an) 
entire » 8ubati*sien, making: then*' par their tributes, arid ye* 
attaching ihem to hie* service* In the mean time, tiadjy/ as> - 
prime minister* baeVaequireaV^reat* riches both for himself and 
hia master 4 but not chuaing to depend enti rely oo~th* fro wiftj-. 
eft: smiles of » anotherr and per btpe suspecting jealousy might 
be? struggling* with affection in* bis master'* bosom, he eyed « 
Ifona as a, secure retreat j and, by bribe* among the great met* * 
at: Debly, he privately, i* l?36^* obtained a phwrnannd, ot < 
royal grant, for bia brother to hoick the government of Bebar> 
tndependautiof. Bengal. This «coaId«ot be no secretly Kane* 
aetedj but enough tranapired tceieiie the jealousy of the Son- • 
bajh ; wJMVwae<probaMy meditating reaence> wheti,in I7$9,deatn>. 
surprized him. Wis only son, Berfcraa jKhani succeeded' him in 
fcis government, an well as in bia- designs against the brothers') . 
hot when the> meana^vaete considered, he s»w the artful fabric) 
theynad< raised .had too n>n> abasia fothimuo ehntfev Hadjf 
%vaa u»hi» haode \ but be could not look on hk b«o?be#a powef 
tnithout-. trembling ; Awed by that, he * determined w watt w* 
ti3onf>propor'seasoo 9 and AllyvcrderOhccknjl-by 4i)v brother** • 
t^ug; in th* tfeobah's power, durst not attempt' any thvng 
agmnafchiin * sou- both* determined to dissemble. Ally*erd*> 
fitedhia-iafitera ^ wttAt'proseatatJens tf 'loyalty aiid'subniaMbn $ - 
nMtoSnnjWh-dM 4ii* with e e«*ny iceo'oi*Wcotoideoco<b* nadh 
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in him. As the courtiers and soldiers were moitljr enemies to 
the brother** it is possible the Soubah might in time have 
executed bis purpose; but, indulging himself in excessive 
debauchery, even to that degree as to disorder his faculties, he 
soon rendered himself odious to his people, and lost the affec- 
tions of those who might have supported bias. But nothing 
hurt him so much as a disgrace he put on Juggut Sett, the great* 
est banker, and perhaps the richest subject in the world* 
Hearing that his eon, Martabrug Sett was married to a yonng 
lady of exquisite beauty, he insisted on a sight of her : all the 
father's remonstrances were in vain.; he>perststed, and eveo 
sent people to force her from his house i eaw her, and sent 
her bade, possibly uninjured : but the very seeing her, in * 
country where women are kept concealed, was an. injury never 
to be forgiven. (Theorsfty Hadj'y wnViced 4n an event whic* 
seemed likely to add so powerful a family to their party n he 
immediately tendered his own and his brothers services, to 
revenge the dishonour: which were readily embraced ; and 
they brought over Itkewiie one Allumchand, who had been & 
faithful servant to the father, and would hate been so to the 
eon,- but. hod incurred his displeasure, by representing too: 
freely the . ill consequence* of excesses. They had .a conform : 
encej the issue, of which was, that Allyverde should march. 
► from, Patoa 5 that they would endeavour to win as many 
•of the general officers to their {tarty as they >couldj 
and, , it they Jvere. successful, that Allyverde Khan should 
have the ^uubahehip. But the former /^obstacle remained* 
Hadjy jWas still in the Souoah'e power* Sett and 
Jklluiochand undertook to get him removed to Patna, and* 
that even by the Soubah* desire. Accordingly, they repre* \ 
seated to *he Soubah, " That Hadjy was tampering with. the . 
general officers ; that it*w*s dangerous to keep him attcourt* 
end more so to attempt his fcfo ; but that, aa he was no 
•aoldter, end could* not < add to hie brother** strength; it was i 
therefore most expedient to send him to Patna.*' The betray- 
ed Serfenu Khan fell into4be entire* and Hadjy received hie : 
dismission . with great joy. 4ie soon Joined bis brothier, and* . 
by his artful eloquence, so glossed ever the crime twith the flat- : 
, tering expectations -of iutuse greatucas, that Allyverde, erhw« 
else hud probably been content with the authority he t possess* » 
. ed, w*s<4a*aled by the splendor, end sew. aftt that he under* / 
qpok the death of >4iia benefactor's ecu. Hedjy gave/ 
hHn.M *ime fto relfnt t the resolution was mo eooner formed i 
that* tieeutedVand, iq December 1741* AUyverdc began, hia f 
march, first writing to the <Soub*h| '* That he: was oppressed * 
*irb grief, to find lie had so many enemies at court, who, by t 
<hrir wwpMjanjtatione, had .pwuad^d him tu disgrace hie* 
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brother I that he was coming to (ling himself at his feet, and 
prove himself his loyal servant." The Soubah, rouzedfrom 
his delusive slumber* would have taken vigorous measures ; 
but the same traitors assured him, he had nothing to appre- 
hend from AHyverde Khan, who had only a few troops with 
htm j that if he would give them leave to assure AHyverde, in 
his name* that he would restore his brother to favour,' and that 
he was convinced of his fidelity, that Allyvherde would march 
no farther. The Soubah was again deceived;" and' AHyverde, 
by this delay of a few days, had time to gaiu the passes which ' 
divide Bengal from Behar, where a few men might have 
checked his progress. The Soubah upbraided his counsellors 
with their treachery 1 , who pleaded, that themselves were de- 
ceived | and be was now to gut bis life and government to the 
hazard of a battle. Their forces were nearly equal, each ar- 
my consisting of about thirty thousand men : but it was the ' 
last day of his life that he was to experience how few were 
faithful to him. His chief reliance was on his artillery, little 
suspecting his master of the ordnance; who, after a few die- ' 
charges without shot, went over to the enemy, and was follow- * 
ed by many others. Of all his commanders, Moorshud Cooly 
Khan, Ghows Khan, and Banker Ally Khan, alone remained 
faithful to him. The two latter were killed. Moorshud Cooley 
sought his safety in (light, and would have persuaded the Sou- 
bah to do the same 5 and his elephant-driver undertook to' ; 
carry him safe to the city \ but he cried, " He scorned to give 
way to she rebels;'* and rushed with his guards into the 
thickest of the enemy, where, by bis great efforts, he kept the * 
event for some time dubious, till overpowered by numbers, he : 
yielded to the superior fortune of his rival. Moorshud Cooley 
Khan fled for Cuttack, of which he was governor 5 while AHy- 
verde, joined by Serferaa Khan's army, entered Moorshudabari, 
March 30, 1 742; and soon shewed he wanted only a just thle 
to make him worthy of this high station. Contrary to the 
# general practice, be shed no blood after the action, contenting 
himself with putting Serfera* Khan's children under gentle 
Confinement* - 

-His first act was to tend for Hadjy, whom he had left at 
Patna, that he infght'fcave the assistance of his superior judg- 
ment h% maintaining what his own bravery,, directed by his 
brother's counsel had' acquired : t audi having' rewarded his ' 
party with the posts lately filled by nis adtersaries, distributed 
part of his treasure among 1 them, and 1 teceived thef submission; 
of the Rajans, and all the great nteri, he took the field, with a 
SHJeetJbody of Fattens* added to his forces, under the comnianoy 
of Mustspha Khan, a general of distinguished me>it s them 
appointing ail brother gowrnor-inhis absence, he 1 began hit 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



q% RETCHES OF BENGAL. - 

inarch, against Moorsl^i4Coo.lfyKhta t who, was in Cuttaok trill* 
tlie remains of Serferaz Kuan's party. After a short and uu- 
auccessiiil resistance, he fled with all hit followers to. Dtekkan,. 
and. never more distur bed the Soubah. 

• fie had but a short time to indulge .himself in the pleaaing 
thoughts of being in quiet, possession of the three provinces,' 
w^ien he was. suddenly alarmed with an invasion of eighty» 
thousand Marhattas ; who, entering ove,r the Berbooiu bills*, 
made it ^oMbtful whether he couid reach bis capital to time* 
to^ preserve it. * 

. j|f msy be n$c«*sa*y herje to say # who the MeAatteaare* awfe 
wjhat Ui^ii- pfefeiieipqs in Bengal. 

The Rajah, of Siuar^b, cetqmoaly ©ailed the* Son Rajah* *v 
corruption of the family name of Se£oo, put biluaeif at the head) 
d(^ confederacy of the independent. |tajahs>. who posses* aiai 
the, country; called. the grpmojitory of Indie, from Ganjeu*< 
west. to Guzzerat: and Aurungpeh* finding alt bia endeavour* 
to^cooau^r them in, wain, and that, they harassed theltekkaoy. 
and other pf ov^ncea bordering on their territory*. wa*.at kat 
gUd to o^ake,, peace with, then> on their own terms. These- 
ware, thejflp^eppudaot qnjqyxaent of the aboie countries, exr v 
elusive ,oJ tb,e,port of Surat, and that quarter part of the rore-t-- 
nues. of Dekkan* for wjwch ascertain su,m wee. stipulated* wheh*} 
was calfed the Chout 5. but the. treaty w at. never stvictly, oh*., 
served on either aide.. When the Emperors, had no other war*; 
on, their, Ijanda, thej refused to pay the chout $, aad when there* 
was anv, intestine divjaiqna-iu the Mogul empire* tWJMbarhattaaw 

er failed to. extend, their -boundaries ;. 



never tailed to. extend, their -boundaries v. U^. gathering, i 
atr^ngth aa the MogulVdeclined, they enereaaed their demands^ 
to,the chout of the whole empire* to which T the weah.Empieffon^; 
were obliged .to submit. Tbis.yqer. the Son Rajah • ae<u to dev . 
mapd the.chouu The Emperor, brought to. the hat state oft » 
imj^illjty by the invasion 4$ fttaour$hah« and u^le.etther toU 
re#s\ or coinpjy, ; prc^oaed>to the#, ;ai*0»g. otb^r, w&^fomts^; 
to send ajorce jgajpat Allyrerde.Kha* to ree*ivfc*he reveoeee^ 
of the two ias£ years, send bjuf andjiia, brpi^t* s head to Cojtrt, 
and reinstate the family of Shujaa Khan. The Marhaataa^leeVf^ 
ly^nrbrafjid a ( pfppoaal ^hjc^ sean^d to maure then* the ado* 
quest, or, at least tbepjunda* o4*Ji^r4ohl^ilitee» ... 

As their foincp coAsJe&se^$of:li^ 
rapid marches, tty£ jtheir ,arnvel was, tbefiret notice to* SoebaW 
lujfj of their intention* ; apd he waj.thfBD Uft&ttjUMMdy.at the 
very extremity of hia territories, . By forced>u»a/ffhm he. reached * 
th* province of Bursar an; but finding the t enemy. muH be u^^ 
with him shonJd fie , >attety* to join hi* . brother, . be there io> -. 
trenched himself, and was agon su^oujnde^ by, .the Marhattaa,^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



.SKETCHES OF BENGAL. W 

4B*4tor 'Fbndfty the Marhatta general, »ow sent a messenger te 
acquaint hinr with his demand* ; which were, the revenue due 
to the crown, the chouts of the two last yeans the treasures 
♦of gtoujaa Khun and Serferas Khan $ and that for the future 
-the 8ou Rajah should have officers of his own to collect the 
«hotit; in every district of the thsee provinces. The intrepid 
'Allyverd*, exasperated to hear such haughty terms, boldly 
resolved to fight his tray through the eoeray, and join bis .bro- 
ther. He pi* himseJf • at the head of the Pattans ; who, ani- 
mated by his example, and the promise of reward, charged? 
with fetch fury* that they soon curt their way through the ene- 
•my, and gained the high road to the capital. They were fol- 
lowed by the whole Marhatta army for three days* together/ 
till alt last they readhed the town of Gutwa, where happily the- 
wver was iordaWe j and 'here his situation admitted of a little 
restt but: whet* be formed his forces for passing the river, he 
found them redaced to no more than three thousand Pattans y 
the refet of. 'his army, consisting mostly of Bengal troops, the 
teorst 'Soldiers in the empire, 'had taken the opportunity, white 
^he' enemy was , employed -against the Pattans, of marching 
off towards . Cuttack. The Sou bah «now saw, that the dangers 
j^nst were far shart of those in 'prospect j but, master of him- 
tdlfat'all -times, he betrayed no sense of fear; and be gave 4 
bis ^orders with a cheapness which wa*. to hi* troops a cer- 
tain otnerr of Success, - 

• There was one pass, only by wfcich the- Marhattas could 
00 me to attack him, before he. ginned the river . this he gave 
hi charge to Murtapha Khan, assisted by Zaindee Ahmed 
Khari* Hadjy's eldest son; and Meer Jaffier with eighty Pat-> 
tans; jwithorders to nwrintainiii till the whole army, crossed the" 
river. The' Marhatta*, imagining, the Soubah proposed to con- 
twme atOutwa till joined by his brother, stood » for sometime 
astonished at the. ' desperate attempt ? . but when they saw his 
a#my irt the rivet* enraged to see their prey esoape out-of tfceiM 
bands, they attacked the defile with the best of their troops ; 
but^H the efforts Were in-vain. against the brave Pattafes, wo*' 
obeyed' the* orders -sMritb v ahelos»*o< half 1 thetf oUrtiber, «W* 4 
Joined tbe Spn*ah With, the nmwtfte other *de of the river ^ 
and, m this memorable ^f air, lieer Jeflier'toaaid to have killed; 
ten Marhattas. with Mi own hand. Tbe^alour tfte taptyf 
jewdtfdedY tor: their generis master* Who^ c^lifc arrivai at 
Moorshudabod, • pnesented Maatapha Khanvvrith ttttfeets of 
^mee*,***! the*fatt*ia~ praporuony <?tie Sc^falt^^ 

.*• * Tat ^pfe^lrkvJWsr^o; #1rtK*'irifth« ftta?** toMtl *fta attfeV 
seVtfttbe' sf &«»ei0ettfc*1«,ie« yefrtf tftreltA 3 , ftett to' t*ac*f# 

whkh.lv m*mM*mii#*1*to* tmm lftaA»l^aJ*l«^to«io' »**•* 
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his brother in 4he *e?ere*t 'terms far liw 'toWardta*, ja «Wt 
coming *o his assistance ; who pleaded, that, giving him over 
for lost, he employed hi* lime hi >for tiffing the city* which 
the Soubth found sufficiently ; strong against aaantny which 
bad no cannon. Ue had now 'Staoek auoh a terror into this 
anemias, and had so well established this Hshasacttr w»<a qaidie* 
that the Marhattas, mot dating to attempt the city, conteiiteil 
themselves with savaging *tbe country *iU «ouod,< silftbe efsproeoh 
of the rains obliged tham to retire <b*ck into tuo Burdft an.fw 
aince, and put an end ttot&eir operations. 

TheSaubab, on .his 'accession, 'bad ordered latgeievies of 
troops in the province rf>Behar.; ho .that in October., the raum 
being over, he again took ahe ftaUhat*he 'head >of frfty thou- 
sand' men. The Maihattas afeo, incweasad aheir strength by me 
desertion of Maer Htfobeab 4iorn 4he Soubah* pasty, who 
carried *oa*e eenoon with 4um. Me had ibeea deputy governor 
of Qacca, tat .being called 4o«tbe Soubah's court, to ianawer 
to wmp^ime laid* to hw charge, he gather chose (to trust-htat* 
stitfwitb too en a as i e sfOf this country, than abide itbe .resexitment 
of an injured .master 4 and his .great 4cnowledgetcf tbe^ountry 
wade <him <?e*y useful toahepx 

The Me*ba*taa» according *to their usual practice, would 
aever ,f enture la^ganasal «aotto», but <cndeaveuied .<to}hringftho 
Soiibah totesewtby sharraasing his<t*oop3 and phindertng bia 
'Country. The Soubah aent to offer peace .; tafeitbpiMarbettas* 
So their j farme r ■asrma, added 'that of the -resignation .-of his go- 
^varpmant 4o Serferao Khan a eldest son. arsosbked, at Obis, 
the subtle rllaifyy 'tempted his .brother ito*ry *rhat treachery, 
could rfeot. -A conference was mropmed and .aooaated.. A 
teat '"Waatpitohed. hetHteeivboth ;aimiesa and Jncakar Fundst, 
relying, oa,<the Souhab^s <oath<0n itbe .Koran for bis ipetsonai 
safety, , f aoVanoed with ,Uta*e*n«if 'his igenml office™ s Tkm 
lent iwaa 4aoAlfl,»*ndilined with4wmed*men, . wbo^no tfchetaigaeJ 
sjjvan,tcuibis4<anr^e- Masbattan, and.eut tbem.to 

pieces,*? sjght of their own aamy,^wi»abj»eathed inslant«Te\Mrige^ 
but, tbf ^baJb/^WfWiouig ajt th&haadjtof bistreopsi tttruok 
tfiftHr^tyft a^n^^lutla'Wllbaiit'OotainAndersi tend *beiAlurlH»> 
m«f*S a4pwdjr^igi4i-dwappoia4ad fct«i«*>f/hfe; .Aopcs** b»ng[- 
mg jtbem4p<ft gsneatUang^geiaeot/ - Theiooly <***eage in their 
po^w^was^ia^s^ingTtberoun^ry^^hicb tkepttftd m*t* .«flhclu«- 
ally, b^r^inga^to^tia, aa^jtatrajis^abe is^itMtSvwUbau* 
rogard tor^ax: /sr : #ge,. , JUe Soubrtk jMraueskqtb^iafeieloseJjt 
that >a^t Ja4<4w^e ^b«^ b^wejsithetiBtdw)oni ihitts^aaipg 

Oea hnsd*(rf i^ofn«4fuaee»inftkeaUck» a*kbU.ta*all«« IMaXaV 
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JaDed wtmym ditereot *lw»fcbe*» amd ixiakh^msMiaaberof . 
^prisoners. 

The tottering prospect was but a* a wide* oaka, whde the 
ttlouds gather together to .settion with greater violence ; tor act* 
vice w*s dov, 1744, <brougbtof« twmh anny of Mabratlas ett* 
Bering by the wiay of<3imact nwler tbe •ooannaad of Ragojeet 
avidiof another, by the way of Patna, oat»maaded by Balafe* 
*ow, general <to the !§ott Rajah ; each of sixty .^hoeaasid hone. 
iBot, though independent of each other, they agreed to act ie 
conceit, and jnake *o espial <bVision of aU founder and advaa* 
tages-that might be obtained. 

tTheikrobeh, who was aatuming from Berbonsn, apprehon* 
five of -being inclosed, segained Oibwa by speedy marches* 
and proceeded to bis capital .with a sated foil of anxiety at thai 
tnojfthcationof being obliged to- Jeave bis country exposed to 
roerciles* plunderers. JBe made, such additional works to ilie 
city as the short time would .permit ; aad tea/rang it under the. 
«barge«of Had$y,he tot>k the field again with an army of observe* 
*ioo*aojn#Qaed of troqps iwhose bodies ( <were belf -exhausted by 
4a%ue, f eAd*b*ir minds spiritless through despondency. But 
behold a daw»i<o/ bqpe I He sopnAwed rtbe aaarks of discord 
between; the two Marh&tta ^evals,; >«nd # by theaiediatkro 
of Harsemp, fcxopference was consented <to ky She 80 u bah and 
Baiajerow^vmt which a peace was cooctudpd in the following 
tessns,: ' The Seubah .paid twenty *t»\o Jacks for the, cbowt »of 
tbe.twoJast years,, engaged ,toipay<it rejguMy . for the future, 
and, ittis.samid, vg$ve a large sum as a present to die general 
bimse^f £ w^o^qb .his putt, promised to retire out of the country, 
and Xo J»*Wt in driving out . the other Mar hat ta anny also* 
Bslajarow ,did indeed xetbre himself, bat left tbe Soubab to 
fight it .out with bis confederate ) who, £>eing no match lor. the 
f}outph, divided bis ibices into small bodies, and laid waste 
Vtafpver had Jbeen ,<$pa*ed by Jiis predecessors, till tberainsj 
and f he .Spubab*s pursuit, once jnoje drose them out «f *e 

•^W:- -. A :.'i„ ■ ^ .......-._ 
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•pending entgely oa mflkary power, end where tNre fc nb w«^ 
ilium betweeu supreme command and abject slavery. Tb£ 
<g etierou* open temper of the men considered, Icfotibtmuch 
whether tfa'Soubah'esuspictbiie wave justly founded $ but hiH 
ileal* wan resolved on, and it wag determined ■ to assisHinate 
brm the first rime be came to court. Rfustapha was ' too much 
beloved to haveit kept a secret 'from him. To be warned <waa 
sufficient to be safe. Hur'ftrat thoogfcts prompted hta td-?**- 
veage ^ which he was. powerfnl enough to etecute, butoowHl 
no* 'tesorwto spill the 'blood of u man be once loved, 'H*tra> 
ther chose to quit the country with his Pattaiw, and was fdU 
lowed by Shttmserftlmn at the head of a considerable bod j 
mute. They took thelr'TOute toward* Debar, Intending t>o pa** 
tbroit^h •hat v provinceinto^ their own cofintrf. 

The brothers,' alarmed at so great a defection, »nd sensible n* 
enemy is so clangorous as an iffttred friend, hat; above nil, *p^ 
pvehensive or Jheir jomrrtg the Mariettas, by greater promise*', 
attached the rest of the Pa nans to them: The 'ftatans; not 
Suspecting any pursuit, had marched but slowly; and were ever* 
taken near Patoa. Receiving ad* tee at the feme 1 time, that 
Zaindee Ahmed Khan wwa marching from that city toward 
them, they instantly -determined to face about artd* feme* the 
Soubah, whose forces were little superior to their owr>. Th* 
battle began with the moat promising appearartce of success 
lor the Pattans, till Mustapha Khan, borne away by the r< tor* 
rent of hia passion, endeavoured with too great impetuosity to. 
penetrate that part wllere the Soutah Was, but met with a re- 
•istawce equally brave, and received h% deatWV wound from, 
en arrow lodged in his eye. The Pattyns; a? if their generajk 
tvas their only source of life andcourWe; instantly fled, and. 
with' their general Shuraser Khan, reached their dwri country; 
t The brothers never escaped a greater danger j and ki the 
freiwy of their joy, forgetting the great services the V had re- 
ceived from the unfortunate Mustapha, ih&f 'shamefully ex- : 
posed this remains to be carried in an ignominious manned 
through Me streets Of Patntu 

' Tbt Mafbattaa, in thts and -the ftHowiWg yean T7*S*JV 
tgatn renewed their incursions. All the Sotibaft could dpi was, 
t*<*w tbe eeurary tfe tbeeeitldf tW Gauges^ nort^nd; 
treat fw>m>€uttwk 'WltaJa'hraantilMy delate arid cultivated. 
Indeed Ibeywere not >»^titittieTOt*y^Wdc^mrytlwit hatHbeea* 
fotoog -eoipoaed tea- them, 1 would : hd loftier sirpportiocli vast* 
nrrfles. Bat w*ilems attention was ^fcp up *bf ibttn, aV 
****«*> and^ note imeirp^rted mWfortuh* befel; 1»imV° The, 
fugHiveBmamser Khan returned the tc^Mo?' of this tear, «r 
the bead <rf^tert<^ei^ thousand T^tt^ * project ron-i 
ce*ed*^*nu**oil 4feer fforifefc* M« I tfmWafr 
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Patna. OF this Hadjy had some intelligence, and hastened* 
to .assist his son with bs counsels. Shumser Khan .arrived, on- 
the opposite side of the Ganges, within a few hours march o£ 
the city, and wrote a letter to the Nabob of Patna, feigning, 
contrition for what was past* and desiring his intercession witS • 
the Soubah to* restore him to, favour. Hadjy advised him to> 
try the same stratagem which had been so successful against 
Boskar Pundit; but his soi>, whether, from cruple or fea/rf 
fcesiuted, and returned for answer^, that he was nut ina powered 
to'promise him pardon, but had. wrote to the court iu |iis be* 
half. The orders soon arrived,., which, were,, to follow hj$ fa*, 
tlier's instructions. The Soubah, af. lhe t sam,e time, the better 
to deceive the Eattains, wrote, to Shutaser K^han, that he gladly* 
accepted his services, and pressed his inarch to Moorshiujabad, 
This proposal Shumser. Khan made use of to, cross the jiver* 
giving out he intended to march on to Bengal. Bo£h parties, 
desired a conference with the same treacherous views. It was 
settled they should meet on a plain before the. city, where a 
tent was pitched, under which . Hadjy had contrived to sink 
a niine, which was to be fired as soon as Zaindee Ahmed Khan 
r T etiredi ... 

Shumser came at the time appointed, attended by a chosen; 
band; each party endeavoured to conceal their designs, by 
most exaggerated assurances of inutual friendship, On ZaincJee 
Ahmed's rising to take his leave^ Shumser Khan and his fol- 
lowers drew iheir sabres, and out down itbe I^abob and thpset. 
that attempted ta deCeiul him* In this contusion ..the. mine, 
was neglected, aiwi the* Pat tans advanced, and: entered the city, 
with the fugitives, .where they took old Hadjy; prisoner as he 
was attempting. to escape in disguise. No, sJtrajagem, no wily, 
art could avail/ After suffering every indignity .which wanton 
cruelty icourged, and mounted- 

on an as belly, and. thus, was led 

the 8am d. for Mustapha Khan. 

Fresh U im 5 and more were io* 

reserve, is gr^at age. and suffer- 

ings, co ucb^put a, period .to his* 

miserable lite. y . # ' 

Thus Hadjy Ahmed deservedly l rriet the same doom himself . 
had sentenced others to, and gave the world an instance more . 
of the incompatibility of wickedness with happiness. 

AUyverde Khan was for some time inconsolable for this mis* - 
fortune. In his brother he lost the/ faithful pilot, who had 4 
successfully steered the vessel, in which. their common fortunes, 
were embarked, through all the storms ^and dangers of usurped 
authority j and in Zaindee Ahmed, the prop and staff of hiSs 
declining years,, to whom he had given one. of his daughters io, 
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marriage, and whom he had destined for his successor in th« 
soubahship, of which his great merit rendered him everyway 
Worthy. But fresh dangers soon roused him from his lethargy. 
Agreeable to the plan concerted between Shumser Khan and 

• Meet Hubbeeb, the Marhattas now entered gie country by 
flie Heerboom pass, while Shumser Khan advanced with his 
Pattan* towards the Soubah, who had already taken the 
fifeid, tso revenge his brother's death. His first step was to 
«ndeavofnV by' forced marches, to present their junction. 
The three armies, thus tttarching towards each other, met 
at Boglepore, as at one Common centre, "which they all 
reached at the same tinfe ; brft with this circumstance, 
that the Soubah found himself between their irmie's, both 
now ready to attack him. In this dilemma,' his superior 
genius, ever fruitful in resources, suggested to' him an ex- 

• pedient, which extricated him from * tl*e greatest danger 
lie was ever yet exposed to. The Pattans, he knew, fought 
from a principle of revenge for the death of Mustapha, and 
from an attachment for their surviving master 5 bat the Mar- 
liattas for phmder onty : leaving therefore his canip standing, 
tie advanced briskly towards the Pattans, who stood him the 
hardest struggle he had ever yet been engaged in, but which 
«hded in their total rout bjr thfe dtfath of theit commander 
Shumser. Tnts stratagem had its utmost effect. The Marhattas, 
regardlss of . the views t)f their general, and unrestrained by 
military laws, instead 6f attacking the Soubah *s rear, fell te 
plundering his camp, regardless of all the exhortations' of 
their officers. The Soubah, after the Rattans were once bro- 
ken, instead rf pursuing them, found the Mtfrhatta? plunder- 
ing his camp in the utmost confusion. Tbus, incapable of 
making any stand, they were totally routed wiih'tery little 
loss to the Soubah, who, thus revenged for the loss of his 
faithful brother and beloved nepttew; returned to the capital. 

The Marfiattas never ceased their incursions, but kept him 
almost continually in the iield i and the little respite he had, 
was fully taken tip in contriving means to raise money, to sup- 
port the iminttise eKperices he Was at in maintaining focces 
against them, to which he obliged every body to contribute : 
nor did the European s'ettfeoVents escape, but, in 1747, were 
obliged to pay their quota j Tie observing always -this policy 5 
not to demaud it of them all at the same time, as he wisely 
judged their union only could matte ihem formidable. 

At last, in 1750, a firm frettty was settled with the Sou Ra- 
i$\ by which the province of Cuttack was given up to "him, 
and the chout was settled at twelve lacks per annuhi, since which 
ithey have never molested these provinces! T*he ohlv" alarm Ue 
wee met with after this, vVas the mar cfc ofiSohsdi: Ailjr K'hati, 
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VJfcler oMhe* enipire, irfto the province of Beli'ar, I am not 
Well acquainted with. the motives of his coming : bat he proceed- 
*id as far as Fatna j and k is prooable, if he had continued his 
tnareh to Bengal, the Soubah's troops, awed with the pomp of 
royal authority, and indeed inferior in every respect, would not 
Have drawn a sword for htm. Whatever the Vizier's intentions 
Vrere, the intrigues carrying on against bind at court obliged him 
to return. Allyverde Khan made him a magnificent present j 
and the Vkier, in return, confirmed him in his soubahship; on 
condition of his remitting yearly to court fifty- two lacks of 
rupees/ in which he was afterwards very punctual. 

We have seen this brave usurper struggling thtough ditftcuU 
ties which nothing but the utmost constancy and intrepidity 
«ould surmount. Let us now follow Jhim through the more 
pleasing scenes of domestic life and public tranquillity. His 
great age. being now in his Seventy*- third year, the low state 
•of his treasury* and the distressed condition of the provinces, 
'which had been exposed to the Marhattas, and lay unculiivated 
«nd the manufactures lost, all required the rest of peace, which 
henceforward it was his whole attention to preserve. I men* 
tioned before, he had no Sons of his own ; he therefore treat- 
ed as such (he issue of Hadjy, who were Nuazish Mohammed 
Kl\an, married to his eldest daughter, Syed Ahmed, and three 
sons of Zaindee Ahmed. The eldest of Zaihdee Ahmed's sons, . 
•named Mirza Mohammed, a lad of seventeen years of age, he 
adopted himself^ and took into his family the youngest, 
named Mirza Mahendee 5 but the second/called Fazed Coo* 
ley Khan, was adopted by Nuazish Mohammed Khan. Nuar 
2ish, the eldest of Hacgy's children, he made Nabob of Dac^ 
ca, wifch the whole revenue of that rich province to rhaintaiik 
his court 5 Syed Ahmed was made Nabob of Pumea, with 
the enjoyment of iH revenues ^ and Mirza Mohammed was 
made nominal Kabob of Patua. But the old man well knew 
■tbat no Mu^ulman wifs to be trusted with the power annex- 
ed to that nabobship ; and therefore sent Raja Janky Ram; 
a Hindoo «* ^deputy governor, always observing to visit that 
province oiice a year himself. And havrag thus trusted the 
distant provinces to those he thought he could confide mj 
he, in 1 7o 1, disbanded the greatest part of his forces, relying 
On his reputation in «rms, to keep his neighbours in awe. 

Untilthe vear \75%> it was imagined he intended Nauzish* 
Mohammed fchan for his successor j hut whether be thoi^ht his 
narrow genius unequal to th$ task of government, or was 
tnbre particularly biassed by his vgreat affection to Mirza! 
- MohamtnecVM this year associated the latter in tbe government, 
declared bTtn his 1 successor, -and procured him from court the; 
title ofSertfjead Bmvkb.* I'his was the sigrrd t}f dfeeiific^ J 

* Lamp of ricbei . 
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and henceforward his court was a continued scene offend* 
and animosities betwixt the contending partjes> ,Moat peo-- 
,ple who .observed .this strict union between the. two nephews f. 
.^im^the eldest had amassed great riches* andy . though, a weak. 
effeminate man. himself, had foe his prime minister one Ho$- 
sein Coojy fih$n, an able politician, and much esteemed by, 
the army ; and the other nephew possessed of, a rich province 
^yell secured: by rivers- and mountains, and daily increasing 
lys forces *. and compared with the v se the uqproimsing qualities 
of Seraje ad Do wlah, who was continually immersed, hi debau-. 
cherv, drinking to the utmost excess, causing his companions, 
from the dregs of, the people, and giving every, indication of 
a vicious and corrupt t mjnd • most people, I t sa#, Utile ima* 
gined the succession would ,ever fall to him. . 8ufc,,-,in 17.51* 
the balance seemed to;, incline* to him ; for the Soubah deters 
mined in his favour ; .anp!, apprehensive Nuatrish might 
prove tro. powerful for him„ thought it expedient to deprives 
him of his .chief support in H ossein Cooley Khan > but as hi&* 
nephew was deputy governor of Daccv tl * e y began with him* 
Jest .Hossein.X'ooley Khan, should suspect ■. their, intentions* 
retire to Dacca, and.set,up for himself The conduct of this.* 
affair- was left to Seraje ad Dowlah, who chose for hisioatrument 
one Aga Saddoe, whose father, was governor -qf Chittagong* 
but resided at Dacca. The son, an extravagant debaucGei 
youth, was then under confinement at Nuazish Mohammed 
Khan's , palace, being left there as hostage till he paid a large 
sum due foe the revenues, of his government, Seraje ad DowJak 
assisted him in his escape. Be, lauded. at bacca the first of . 
December 1755, and engaged his. father in the. enterprize>, 
deluded probably by the promise of Seraje ad Dowlah. to make;* 
him governor of Dacca. The father and son, with twelve* - 
of theic dependants, surprized thegovernorin thedeadofrnght^ 
aod, after some little resistance, in^wjiich the father. wa* 
wounded, they cut on^h&bead, and proclaimjedjt jto, be done by 
the prderof Seraje ad Dowlah .: hut the ne^ay > .anJardet.ar*wina - 
from Nuazish Mohammed Khan, tojewi Aga.Saddoe, the grea^ 
men of the. city immediately assembled their forces, and attack*. 
ed;him v The son, .with, some of his despexate followers, out 
tlu5trwayjhnm*h tleir, oi^Qneiits^ ana 1 made their escape* 
But the father, and the. rest >0 f. thefr ; party, were, killed, Tni* 
news reaching the/capital, the^ifferent parties were,. immedi- 
ately in arms.* but the, old. Soubah assuring his nephew tqaf 
^^a Saddoe had. 4 made this attempt. e^%eJjr. ir* retenge for his 
confinement, the weak timid , Nuazish. waa. appeased, and the 
consequence was, that Seraje ad Dowjah, a few days after r ^ur^ 
dered Hussein Cooley Khan in tip streets,. of MpwshudejauL 
This, o uflill^mmpus conduc* o£ Npazijk made jim^ qqUJ^ 
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party, apprehensive of ) the same; fate. The old £oubab tin*? 
gave evident signs of hie approaching . end. *4 eo'a w j&bps J and 
inclinations are apt to deceive their judgment*. ,. Seraje ad 
Dowlah daily rendered himself moce odious; ana 1 great reliance 
was had en the union of the twq brothers, * #ufe psovidence, 
♦wr its own wise ends, favoured 4bis youth with* rapid success. 
JtfUazish, and Syed A^med bpiKdieda natural death, withnl 
a ttsootb of each other * And, A^Jy verde. fqU^wed them* April 
tklO, 1756, first giving Ser«je*ed Powlah *h* keys *f W* 
treasure, and declaring his desire -that he should succeed bins. 
I have before mentioned §eraje-ad Dowlah,, as giving to natd- 
drinking 5 but Altyverde, in his Jatt illness, foreseeing the ijl 
teonseqaenees of his excesses,, obliged hi in to .swear on the 
Koran, neve# more to touch any intoxicating liquor f which be 
tver after strictly abeenfed. But ihe.eacessfp. he bad already 
coraeutted, bald dtferdeeed* his facufeie* to that degree, that 
he luad ever liter a disturbed imagination $, sometime* frantic 
with petsieo, and eruej .tq .tbpse/'about, ijini j. . then* egaim 
caressing them on.eqoatty frivolous grounds ^ and all hi* word* 
and actions betraued aorioleat and ; uneven temper, Judges of 
bietan suture will be «pt to prognosticate his sudden fall froa% 
sue** symptoms ; yet be came to the soubahsbip .with the jftoat 
flattering prospect. He had. an army formed by. bia prede- 
cessor* a full treasury, sad no comparers but the son of Syed 
Ahmed* in ajvns in P«rnea» and an infant nasngd Morad aA 
powlah) sent to his brother, who had. been adopted by Nuazish* 
Mohammed Khanj and was now supported by hit widow -with ft 
party which at £rat appeared formidable* but the attraction* 
of a.&iU ueaanr/ soon .wen that, party . over,. and the widpw^ 
kft alone,: weft received', with the child* into hi* own palace; 

The late Soubab: bad frequently observed, that , tfre Euro- 
peans were bkely to cotM|uer the whole oountrv, and advised 
ht% grandson to. keep a watchful, eye over them v. £fe, used to* 
compare the Europeans ?to a hive of bee* of wh,os* honey yea* 
might reap the benefit $ but i£ yo*i disttrlpd their, hive they 
Would ating you to deaths 

A feWMJajSr before hist death, be said tQ<t»* grandson, "/MW 
life bssv been a life of war apd stratagem : Fpr what have, £ 
fought, for what bave rny council* tended, , but .to aeciure f eu* 
■ay sea, a quiet suficession tcfcroy aoubahdary c- My fears jeryoi* 
have for many days robbed me of -sleep*, X perceived who bad* 
power to give yon treble after i anvgpme.' banco. Hussein* 
. Cooley Knan^by his reputation/ wisdom* , courage^ and affec- 
tion to. $bab Artedtfung, and his house, I. feared, would ob- 
struct your government. His pevver. js no.asaot*. Maqttltehuftd 
Dewan, who might have been your, danjelroua enemy* fc,ha*e* 
Wumtatofoour* Keep fci view the po)K$* th*, J^rojje*»-nA^ 
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rtions hate In the country. This fear I would also have freed 
'.you from, if Qod bad lengthened my days.— The work, my 
*son f must now be yours : Their wars and polities in the 
'Telinga country should keep you waking: On pretence of 
private contests between their Rings; they have seized and 
•divided the country of the King, and the goods ef his people, 
r between them? Think not to weaken -them all together. The 
-power df the 'Englishes great.; -they %ave totely conquered 
; Angria, >nd -possessed themselves of his country; reduce them 
•first ; the others will give yeu little trouble, when you have 
'reduced them. Suffer them no{, my son, te have factories or 
soldier* ; if you do, the -country is not yours.* ' 

Mr.* Forth, who iras then at the Nabob's xonrt, gave the 
'following account #f what passed -before his tleath : 

** About fifteen days before the oW Nabob died, I being 
obliged to atterid every morning to see -him, his son came in, 
~aod with rf face full df rr^sentment and -anger, addressed him- 
self to the old -man :-*Father, I>ara well informed the Eng- 
*Iish are going to assist the Begum. "The old man asked me 
-directly if this was true?' I answered, That this must be <a 
^malicious report, of some who were not our friends, and done 
; on purpose to prejudice the Company; that the Company 
"were merchants, and not soldiers 5 ami that in *H the*rou~ 
•bles thafhad happened in the country, since we hod a settle- 
-went in it,- if he pleased toenqirire, he would find, we had not 
-joined uny party, or interfered 'in any thing bufrvur trade $ 
^ind that the Company had been* nigh a hundred years in this 
-country, In which time they never once hati^T dispute with 
•the government on that bead.-— How* many soldiers, says he, 
have you in your 'fort -or factory {Cossimbazar) ? Answer, 
*The usual number, About forty, gentlemen included. — Have 
'you nevermore ?A*swer, No, only when the Marbattas were 
in the- country •; hut as soon -as they were gone/ the soldiers 
•were returhed to J Calcutta. — Do you know, asked he, if the 
1Dutch*nd^rem1h have any, come up?— Answer, I cannot 
4iell. — Where are your ships" of war ? —Answer, At Bombay* 
—Will they come here 1 — Not that I know of $ there is«o 
-occasion for them.*— Had you not some here three month* 
•ago? — Answer, Yesy there comes one or two yearly, to oar* 
.ty provisions 4br ifhe rest of the ships.— What is the reason 

? ott have these ships of war in these parts of kfce?— Answer, 
\y>rotectthe Company's {rata, and for 'fettrof a war with 
France.— Is there war now between voti arm* the French r-*-* 
Answer, No, hot at present, but we*re afraid it will be soon. 
He then turned about to his %ramison, *ahd tdkl him he did 
tiot beHeVe a Word ofcthe report 4>e had heard* upidn which 
-geraje^id Bowkh answered/ He coald.preve k. The old man 
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desired I would send our Vakeel to him directly} which 
'having accordingly done, when he returned, I asked the Va- 
keel* what the old man said to him, which was almost word 
for word what passed with me. Seraje ad Dowlah ordered the 
Vakeel* to Attend his Durbar daily, which was accordingly 
done." 

Such were the thoughts of Ailyverde TChan of the English, 
^before lie resigned his government and his life to Seraje ad Dow- 
lah, his successor. Here we may find the motives from which 
the war against the English took its rise in the mind of the 
young Nabob. Ailyverde Kban, the successful usurper of the 
provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, grown old in the art 
of Eastern government, lays him down to die ; and, looking 
upon the heir of his fortunes, says to him, " My son, the pow- 
er of the English is great *, reduce them first ; when that is 
done, the other European nations will give you little trouble. 
Suffer them not to have factories or soldiers j if you do, the 
country jg not yours. I would have freed you from this task, 
if God had lengthened out my days.-^The work, my son, must 
now be yours. Reduce the English first ; tf i read their da- 
signs aright, your dominions will be most io danger from them. 
They have lately conquered Angria, and possessed themselves 
of his co* n try and his riches. They mean to do the' same 
thing to you : they make not war among us for justice, butrfor 
money, ft is their object ; all the Europeans come here to 
enrich- themselves ; and; on pretence of private contests be- 
tween •thefr Kings; they have seized the country of the King, 
and divided the goods of his people between them. Love of 
dominion, and gold, 
Christians'; • and their 5 
Eafct^1io* x !ittle. they re 
kfeivedfrom God. Tb 
tvbielr is/* brought to . 
dtefiance of the good pr 
My soti, TetJwce the 1 
suffer them hot to ha' 
country wifr be their! 
every dayHismg all tbfcli 
they themselves say is 1 
be restrained by fore* 
Khan, recommended 
with the affection* of a 
At oo loss to account 1 
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NWABSERAJE AD DOWLAH, ? 

[Serajc adDowfoh marches towards Pupnea^Sioppeq* §t : R(iJ4+ 
rnahalin consequence of Intelligence received from Col? 
cutta — fieturns to Cosslmbazar and takes pfssesawt\oJ the 
English Factory — Procet ds towards Calcutta — The gngr 
lish endeavour to avert his anger j hut i» vawr-rThe $uwab\ 
arrives at Calcutta— Description of FortJFiljlJMin~-&he 
Wvwab's troops escalade and enter the for <—'/% English* 
lay down their arms-^-The Ntmab enters the fort*- severely 
reprimands Mr. Holwellr^Th Englhh pris/snt**' farcti 
into the BhchJBpkrr-Mr, Holwell't account pftbat.very 
affecting event— Mr* Holurell again summoned P*.theN%* 
wab.-rrthreatpned. with further punishment if he did ne^dis* 
elne where the Company* s t treasure was .hiddenrr-He is 
sent prisoner with three other gentlemen, loaded withfeh 
ten, to Moprshudqhad — Experience* every qe$ of humanity 
jfrop* pip French and Dutch Chiefs of £o$si*wa*ar~~Thi 
plumb orders them to le set at liberty qui to contact them 
v tcteqecer they qhpse. fo'ag*—Thg Nywqb marches against 
his cousin Swfai Jung* Nwaitf Pvw*a--v4<ttachs him* 
who niches a vigorous, defence ~$kokut Jmg hilled by 



—Orders piles to be driven across the river and sends > t»V 
striatums to Mr. Lams to. come down immediately from? 
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Patna— Treaty between Meer J a flier the Nuwab* s GeneraV. 
and the English— Meer Jaffier s life threatened by the 
Soubah-r-The Colonel writes to the Nuwab, who endeavour* 
to reconcile Meer Jaffier— The Soubah takes the field — The 
English troops take the fort oj Cutwa-^Tkey pass the river 

\ <Md tate possession of Flossy grove-~Tfie Nuwab encamps- 
close to them — The armies dram out in battle array — Th\ 

\ ^engagement continences*- After Muddeen, the Nuwab*s Ge- 
neraJiiiled^-Semje ad>Dowlah sends for Meer Jaffier antt 

* apologize* for his former* conduct — Meer Jaffier sends in- 
> telMgence of the sidte iif \ of aits- to Colonel € live — The 

Nuwab quits the field — Arrives at Moorshudnbad,- with tfie- 
*: first" intelligence of his defeat — Meer Jaffier and his son,* 
v '^rneet ColonehCiwerurha on embracing Meer J&ffieV, salutes 

him the Saubnhtef the three provin ces***S t erqfe' ad* D owl ah 
\ en his arrival at the city assembled orbbuncfcifMs great 
, 'officers, and deliberates on various expedient's— Disguiser 

* » himself in a mean dtess<*~Stdal& outefa window in the dead 
. *o f the night and embarks on the Ganges— Arrives toward* 

PAtna^Bttnqyed by a &urtfc$sh-+-Tdkeh prisoner — Sent 
i to Moorshttdabad+-rF*t to\iUatk*>by>~Me6runy the son of* 
:- - Meer Jaffiee—Th* Bnghsh enter* the Nuwab s' camp— 
. . Meeting between* €kianel Clsoe and Meer Jaffier->-Visih 
\ Meet Jaffier and places him on' the musnud^Ofi ike tailing 

of Ckanderndgare from thehl^eh^CtrreipcnoMc 
, > taeen the Nuwab end \Admmtl Watson^ A*, fdrt tier ac~ 
'• count* of the- measures adopted jf on deposing Seraje dd'jpbib- 

* kah~~Tkc battle +of\ Plasty . and the advancement bfMcdr 
: .-Jaffiet td the^Governmm*ef&*nval^^ 

i - aomtofthe ret&kjtng ofi^leutvmimfd n t%e terms- agreed 6h\ 
-..: for a Jievoimion.8tf. gwmitatke Committer of tti&HbusV 
v 1 of Commons m<M%7Qk,'~*Ler& ; CKve8 -account of thefalf- 
) tious treaty 1 tokh i Qmickund, < few his assistance itibiinArik 
^a^oU^arev9JMtmntin,^amrM€^'JaffieN , Ml '•• 4 """?' 

t XJJ{ MajrjJJfd^Ser^eAADoHi^was in »fuft march agamst 
j the Pfyb.ob pi Puroea,i when, suddenly/ he returned to' the* city,. 
f . and publicly, decJareoVhis wtejrtiftft to extirpate l>hfe fingtteh > 
.,$uid ..without .fiirtfw delay be£ttcamped:bi* whole tfrmy'ofpoV 
- site ,to.the Engl}3^faqt^ a^Coftsitntattav^ and-suoihiotaeti Mr.. 
Watts, to surrender the f pla«e; ^,hin^ia^ the •sametime^8€ttd<ttg 
hjjn. a beetle,, as a ,toke*of;/rieadsjM>, an&aisuwteceaf pe*- 
, sonal safety* £ JM[r. rt Wa*ty hawg^tty: fivte-rtnihcvrehty Burov- 

* J** 09 ^ n .&F r k ox l* ^hbfijiJft fie^iblQ-thfti; if^h»iresiMe«ly he* 
exposed all the English eflfeots in the Soubah's dominions ta- 
be immediately seized ; that at the utmost he coulp! nonlipid! 

tioufciabei* &4em:o**<tuj(rf afldtrtafl/i%nijfgn£^£Tie f cAiisd of 
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the Soubab'a displeasure, obeyed the summons. But f eon* 
trary to promise, the Sou bah immediate!* made him prisoner, 
mod presented him the following articles to sign : 

I. That we should demolish all our new fortincatioDS. 

II. Give no protection to his subjects* 

III. Make eood all that the government had suffered by 
:4be abuse of the diistncks.* 

The first article alluded to tone additional truck* carrying 
j*m, on the apprehension of an approaching French war. 

The second was to deprive us of the power of protecting 
tmr merchants and <heir agents, in which thejr wempiieiicged 
by a royal grant. 

'The third was -rather nan opening to ttWHi large sum 
•of money from the Company-} for it I* almost impossible 
twit there must be some abuse in « privilege of. that kind, . 

These Mr. Watts signed, and was then 'made to give up 
the factory to bun* thegates iff which he ordered to be^eetded, 
mod then marehed oawGaJentaa. ^These articles were no 
more heard of, and he - s ee me d bent 'on our deetructibo and* 
that none might presume to* eSve* hnmfrom this resolution, 
he exacted an oath from Je*gut SeU,^*bo bed always acted 
<es ntediaior betweed th&goverameotwntt (he Europeans, not 
to interfere, or offer amy argument to make him alter bis mind. 
After this,«o one dared to plead for the unfortunate Enpfcsh ; 
and the Soubah* surrounded by a thousand greedy rdioions 
au4 buo^ry pincers* *Jl eager loir the plunder *of «+*kh« 
j>l*ce, heard nothing but the most servile «pphmsee el bis 
.7e«rf»iion, TWs the avenues to Justice *od mercy -were 
abut up, *nH nil /our athraitfiirw offer* ineffectual* I ebaUooc 
4\vell oo uji the di«uinstances?ofth«eie^e t which wan suit 
/»* tnjgttt naturally, b* expected frot|| a vairheJfc ^consisting al« 
moat ertfh^Vef cirteens, with * few sohtiem, commanded by 
jotficers who hud never seesl an action* and a fo«t» that- looked 
more like merchants* warehouses, than a pl a ce ofidefeoce. 
June 19th, the -enemy "had made s»uch progress, that a general 
tetreat we* determined Wfbr the next dav ; bet wh+tlier-or 
not the; Governor thought Mm*elf the mors immediate object 
of the Sbubah a rtiry, and therefore his daneet greater than th* 
♦treat, instead, of waitim* the appointed time, or giving proper 
/orders to the garrison, he went out at the River gate, andgtt 
*nri board the nist ship-he could come t«. All that were near* 
and sa« the ©mentor going off,* nwicluded the retreat wan 
^general, eod-riiNhetrotit with b*m They semed the boats that 
*reremt the *vat*i **ide uod pushed as fast as they cooW fiwr 



+ Meant» r *h+ pittite** *if*a *«. <*♦ *met *o easy* Iras aftaa i af J 
^vcraatcat 4«(v 9 u> lbs Cftn^jVifeee* 



Digitized 



by Google 



SKETCHES OP BENGAL. 107 

<he ship*, where, once on board, they stood down tbe river* 
Those who remained in -the garrisGn made a virtue of necessity, 
end still endeavoured to defend themselves $ but from this 
time all was despair, bravery, end confusion % and the next 
<eveaing, their ammunition being almost expended, and farther 
defence or a retreat impracticable, they hung out a flag of 
truce, which tbeenemy taking for a surrender* they immedU 
eOely scaled the walls, killing only » such aa made opposition* 
On the SoubaVa entering the fort himself, he ordered tbe 
Begliah jnto^iieroeineut. They were sttndmg all together 
Mar the Black-hole prison, which appearing to the enemy 
a secure place, they were forced into it. The Soubah gave up 
the town to be plundered, re se rving to himself the effects in 
-the fort* The neat morning twcnty*three only remained alfve 
out of one hundred end*orty-«x, that tad been forced into 
the prison. the night before* 

Mr. Bohrell, one of the "Survivors, gives tbe following ao 
count of fhateety effecting event : 

«• Bynamtive* made public you will only know, that of 
one hundered and forty*shi prisoners, one bombed and twenty* 
<*jhree were smothered m the Bleek-hale prison* on the night 
of the 20th of June, 1747. few survived, capable of giving 
.any detail of the manner in which it happened j and of these, 
I believe, none hum attempted it : For my own part, i hart 
«fte» sat «krwa with a resolution, and as often relinquished 
*bc melanckoty. task, no* only from the dtstorkance and aflfio* 
tioa it raised afresh in my remembrance, bat from the ccosh 
.deration of the hwpossilMlty of finding language capable of 
raJaing an adequate idea of the horrors of the scene I essay* 
lad to draw. But as I believe (the amtala of the world cannot 
ftrodpco an incident tiko.it, in any degree or proportion to aH 
*tbe dismal oircumst^uosn attendiug.it, and as my own health 
iOf body and peace of mind are once again, in a great m easur e* 
. rec«*w*red from the tyurie* they suffered from that mtaLnight» 
I cannot allow it to be buried in ehlivion ; though still consci- 
ous, the;,, however high the* cohering nry aetentive memoaf 
may supply* ftoill'M taiu*elj short of the tertors accoav» 
fproyiiuj |hb ecenev 

Be/orel^on|hiet vontototheBJarMioK it is-nt<9s«ary yew 
•shou'd be aequawiteil who a • ww-mtsoduetaiy cirvwnaMsttces. 
^rhe^otrhahi andlus o^mpwejehimeftesamnof ^ 
oi» to tJieevcnin9.1;had4n*tt, three interview* wWv bow; thw 
, Ia^ : iiv ©uiUif , before, seveo, !>%healie repeated h«i assurances 
, tojneron (he wordtof a *otdiet , that noharanshouW cometo 
lis aMtoleqd J Mteywih'w orderawere only general, that wo 
#h<>ujd ior that Viglit: b* rtettred^ and that what- followed**** 
, ita.ts^pf ettrcqp sautottut^ic** k^toeurtsiof the towt* 
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jatnadaars, to whose custody we were delivered, for tfte 
number of their order killed during the siege. Be this as it may, 
as soon as it was dark* we were all, without distinction 
directed by the guard over us, to collect ourselves ioto one bo- 
dy, and ak down quietly under the atohed verandah or piazza to 
the west -of the Black-bole prison, and the barracks to the left of 
thy court of guard \ and just over against the* windows of the 
Governor's easterly apartment*. Besides the guard* over us 
another was placed at the foot of the stairs, at the south end of 
this verandah;. leading up to the south east bastion, to prevent 
*nyof us escaping that way* On the parade were also drawn up 
about four or five hundred artillery -men with lighted matches^ 
. " At this time the factory wasin damesto the right and* left 
of us ; to the right the armory and laboratory 5 to the left the 
carpenter's yard, th+ugh^at this, time we imagined k was tHe 
Pucka- warehouses. Various were our conjectures on this ap- 
jraarance; the fire advanced 'with rapidity on .both" sides; and 
it was the prevailing opinion*, that they' intended *utfocatmg lis 
Tjetween the two fires: and this notion was confirmed by 
the appearance, about half after seven*, of some officers Wl 
people with lighted torches in their hands; who went into 'all 
•the apartments under the easterly curtain te theright of us, * 
. ,to which we apprehended they were 'getting' fire, to expedite 
£helr Scheme t>f burning us; : On this we presently eanie to* a. 
iresojutfonofnisbkigonth^guald/ sefeingf -rieir ; $cjmfoars, add 
attacking, the* itoopr upon- the;' parade, »>ra%ber than be this 
tamely >toaated oa death: ' Biat to'be "satisfied r of their inted- 
aions^i advanced; at there^ue«t *f Mertt'si Bailfe, • Jenks/ arfdU 
«attd4l4vely,<to see 16 they were* really vetting fire to' the apart- 
ritteuts,; and found *he contrary* $ ferin jhe>, : as ; it appeared af- 
Jterwards, they rwere only ^ sea^ehtttgdbi<=a place td confine Us it* j 
jt&eJa&t .they^exaoiined being tne>batr*efcs ^ ttie cbhrt of guafd 
.fefthindjiis* * 1 ni .' . '■■-. *••;*. » •* •• • 1 ♦■* '' v • >; ; « «. *' -* ! *> 
c • ■ i *, Jiena I must detain ybu 'arlittley fd* &6 llpnour.to' the" me- 
-wory of a-irian* A> whom I' had in many instances been a fttemi, 
«>and wAio^ontbwoccasi^, demie»i*trated 'his sensibility ottrln 
-adegjfeei^rorthyidf a tntM* -higher rankr Hi&ttame was Leech, 
the Company's Smith, as well as clerk of the parish • this man 
#<fcad<ma<te teAchpef^wlien/ith'etrbd^ entered the fort; and re- 
.,%uroed j*st as vh was- dark/*d teltfrne" life Held provided * Wat, 
e<«n4jwuld>dnsi!rei4jny e*(*pe,^Mw4>ald> 4Wfow- hfoi thtfotagli a 
r |»s$a^few>.<werei ae^ttamted witty iandbjr wtlfch -henad then 
♦ entered..; <Tbis .roirghfcea^^ 

« gwwd>]*itfOrfen(us Cook bud vevyialightirfotice'tf iwi) - 'V thanked 
r» fcai.to t&eitesfc teime$TO&Me>?"b*t told fcia^'it ^was a step 
j Ir com W, not paevaibori royaetf to take, «4 Pelio^ 'thereby teVy 
7 # J^y Ahajatwihmtaib; the -g»utlen>en : a**J the^irffitftfWti 
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shewn to ma, and thai I was resolved to share their fate, be it 
what it would j but pressed him to secure his own escape with- 
out loss of time j to which he gallantly replied* that " he wae 
resolved to share mine, and would not leave me/* 
* : '* Tc> myself and the world I should surely have stood excuse 
ed in embracing the overture above-mentioned, could. I have 
• eqaceived what immediately followed. We now observed part 
oi the guard, drawn up on the parade, advance to us with the 
4>ffieers who. had been viewing the rooms. They, ordered u& 
;*11 tp rise* and go into the barracks to the left of the court of 
guard i the barracks, have a large wooden platform for the 
soldiers to sleep on, and are open to the west, by arches and a 
email parapet-wall, corresponding to the arches oC the veran*- , 
dah without. In we went most readily* and were pleasing 
ourselves, with the prospect of passing a, comfortable night on 
the platform, little dreaming off the infernal apartments in re* 
serve for us. Foe we were no sooner a)i within the barracks, 
then the guard advanced tot the inner arches, and parapet- 
.wall ; and, with their muskets, presently osdered us to go 
into the room at the southernmost end of the barracks, com* 
monly called the Black-hole prison > whilst others front the 
court of guard, with clubs and drawn swords pressed upon 
rthoseof us. next to them* , This stroke was so. .sudden, so* 
unexpected, and the throng and pressure so great . upon us 
next the door of the Black-hole prison, there was no resisting 
it } but. like one agitated wave impelling., another,., we were 
obliged tp give way and enter, the rest followed, like a torrent $. 
few amongst us, the soldiers, excepted*, bav,ing the. least idoa 
,pf the dimensions or; nature of a place wc had,, nevex seep $ 
for if we had, . w« should, at all events have rushed upon thet 
guard, and taej>}as.the lesser evil, bj our own. ck*ce,!#ir 
to pieces. '.-.-•.. 

" Amengtt the Jirst thai enleredV w$re myself*. Messrs. 
Qamie,Jenks, Cooke, T. Coles, Ensign Scott, Reyejy, La* and 
^Bjicbanan. I get possession; qi , the, window nearest the door* 
.apdj tookMessrs, Coles, aqd SeotUs the windqw with me, they 
•being bpth.w^n^ed (the first, I believe, mor|aily) the. rest of 
^e^bove^menlioned ggntjemen were c^se ^ound me * u\wa* 
Pjpw ( abpu^eig]>f .Q*cjoe^»f^ . .1 ,,. ,,1 ^ * l? .. 

,. t y figure to. youjEseJ^ $* , situation, of an, Jmadred *nd forty- 
,sfr wretpl|€js, exhausteAAjTiC9ntinujaji ; fatigue M a/id,actiou,jLhu6, 
crammed together jr> a> cut>$ of a^u£ eighteen f$et, s ia* close 
a,uhry , nigUt* in.BengaJ, shut.up fq 4 the! eastward and souths 
(wa/d^the, pnjjv quar^rs ^ejav^eoce ak conkj reacb.ua) by " 
dead wa|ls,^dby.fiwall^o^dpor to the north,* open qnjy to* 
jthe weatwsfli >y ,^0, windows* *tjong}y barggiwift k iron* ft<M% 
which beqquld receive scarce any the. least peculation, of fipsU 
aifi ~ ' ' 

B>4 
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** What must ensue, appeared to me in lively and dreadful 
colours, the instant 1 cast my eyes round. and saw • the aiac and 
situation of the room. Many uosucaeasfu I attempts were made 
4o force the door j for, having nothing btit ow hinds to work 
with, and 4he door opening toward, all etkdeavsurs were fakt 
Odd fruitless. ' * J 

" Observing every on* giving w*y to^e^iolefteeofpawions, 
^rhich I foresaw ti»«*t be fatal to them, 4 requested silence 
might be preserved whilst I spoke to them ? awl,' in the most 
S>athetrc,and moving terms which occurred* * 4 1 b* gijed arit 
Untreated, that, as -they 4tsd tpaid a ready obedience to me lo 
4fcbe day, they would new, lor their <own sakes, *md the siflces-of 
those Who were dear to tbeni, and were interested in the pre- . 
enervation of tlveir lives, regard the udvtee^t bad to give theni, 
f assured chfrm, the return of the day would git* us air and 
liberty':; 'urged to ihem, that 'the only chance we hod left fe* 
Otistaintnig this misfortune, s*d surviving « the night, was the 
preserving a calm mmd and quiet resign* tie* to our&te; in* 
treating them to curb, as much as possible, 'every egkation of 
mind wad body as raving and giving a loose to their passions 
4otrid answer no purpose, but that of hasten vug their destruc- 
tion/' 

«* Thfemmeostrsnce p ro du ced s abort interval of «peace, anfl 
jgave me s few minutes for reflection ; though even thia pause 
was'notaKtthi disturbed by the cries and groans of the many 
Grounded, and more particularly «of my two, companions in t ho 
4rindow. Berth* attended with the trrost eruel train -of circom* 
Utancts, I plainly perceived, nrost prove our inevitable destiny. , 
| had seen ibis rn too many shapes, sttd accustomed myself to 
think on the strbfeet toe much, to be firmed at the prospect, j 
and indeed Wt modi more for my wretched «eotnpaaiens thssj ^ 
•myself. 

rt Among** 4be fruerdi posfNl at the wtnoVws, I observed 
On old Jemnradar near me, who seemed to oarry some corn- 
passion for oS Wi his Cotmtertance % and indeed 4>e was the only' 
One, of -fire many m bis station, who discovered the least true* 
of humanity. I tailed 1mn*o foe, **»£, in* the most persuasive 
terms I wa**ap%*le, «rned him tooo*Mni»er*ie tiro strsWings* 
lie was a witness to, and pvessed him tor ^endeavour to set u* j«e» 
Jwrated, batf In one iffltce, and half ^o another j and that ho 
Should in thd ssorniiig treeotue a tIMMsnd rtg>eee*br thiaar* 
of tentiernea>. #e promised he would *t4es*|ft *t, sod with- 
drew ; but ro Ja few jumote* returned, snd4«dd4iic «k was im* 
Jxissibte. I th tothtmght I WFbeei) duicieut io *iy offer, and 
l>romik: d him two thousand rhpeei'Tfe withdrew fttecond time, 
ktiti **uirued soon, and' f tf fth' 1'l»e1kjve much real pity nod 
cuocen^ uild me, it was twt pT^tkuble i that h couW not be 
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4<mt but by tb# Soubah's orders* who was *leeptnr f *ad that 
DO one dared awake him. * 

« During this interval, though their passions? were lest vio* 
lent, their uneasiness increased* We had been bat few mi* 
nates confined, before every one fell intata pewptratkm so 
-profuse; <yo* caw form no idea of -it,* flliiey consequently, 
brought on a waging thimt, which still increased, >ioprioporw 
*k>n as the body waa drained of its woisture. ; . . ' • ■ * 

" Before nine^lock^every mane thirst ^grew intolerable^ 
*»nd reapJrSHoiwdifBowlt* *0ur*9tuattbn was nweb more wretob- 
«d than that -of so nmny nmerible animal io an exhausted 
'receiver r no circulation of fresh ah* sufficient to continue life, 
-nor yet ^noagh^i vested >ofitfrvivi(ying,parUel€S to*pu* aepeedy 
"period toit. 

" fify thirst grew^nowinsfipportrtle, and difficulty of breath* 
jng much increaeed ; and I had not remained in this situation, 
1 believe, ten minutes, when I was seised with a pain in my 
&reatt« and palpitation of my heart, both m the most exquisite 
-decree. These roused .and obliged me to^*t up again j bu* 
*tti! the pain, palpitation* thirst, and difficulty of breathing* 
increased, i retained my aehftes notwithstanding* and had 
the grief to see death not so near me as 1 hoped * bat could 
*io longer bear the pains I suffered without attempting a re- 
1i«f, which I knew fresh air woutd-awd could only give rae. -I 
instantly determined to push for the window opposite to me 5 
/and, by an effort of double the stsength I evertbefero possessed^ 
gained the third tar* at *ft } with one hand seized a bar, and by 
that mean* gamed a second, though i ink* there were at least 
Ott or seven rarAs.b«W€«b me and tb* window. 

«<l*a tew moment* my pain, palpitation, and d'fficuky «tf 
fcrearbmjr, eeaedd' * tout my thirst continued 4ritdler*bks I 
*alW l e1otid'rar '•«♦ Vh***** tJod* e«W i bad been con* 
*tuded tkfcd, <mr%t'*oo« tuvihey beard me amongst tuero, they 
tita^tfiffrher^sfert^rdt^^dsri^s for roe, ta cry out, " f»iv* 
*"hiw water^^btm water **• nor would ■oneof them at the 
whitlow altesopt %ot<*i<* U*r*fl 4 had drank. But from thfc 
-water 1 foutift no *eh>f't*my -thirst waa*atJher incseascd by it« 
so |<ftet*mf**4edtfrii*M tiMto, but pattern!? wait the event* 
and *ept mv romrfh nrafrr from timeto time, by *ecluiw$ the 
per watkm out <of m? ( slirrt«aYeeee8, *ud eutehfeg 4be drop as 
*he* fehY 1Ae Vary > ram, #tom my head *t**amri yoe ean 
hardly imagine tew Chappy I wasifnoy o( Ibem *s*epe4 my 
«>(**». :-.•"■■ • • ±- 

~Jlo1Ws*4**ter*oaM%e moree«ft fir 0eisf«^ than whg| 
ismefrimi^^repirstiow. ; * 

-*• flV %*W> an houf <pe*t -efcven, *e Tnac^tgesoter^tmibar 
wT those living ^ew in teutragsaue deMow, *od tbe^ttfceas 
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e^uite ungovernable, few retaining any calmness, but the rank* 
next the windows. By what I had felt myself* I was fully 
sensible w,hat those within suffered ; but had only pity, to be- 
stow upon then?; not then thinking how soon 1 should myself 
.become a greater object of k. 

. " They all now .found, 4hat water, instead of relieving, ra? 
ther heightened their uneasinesses f and " Air, -Air/' was the 
general cry. Every insult that could be devised against the 
guard* all the opprobrious names and abuse that the Soubah, 
Manickchund, &c. could be loaded with, were used to. provoke 
the guard to sveupon us, every, man that could* rushing tu? 
jnultuously towards the windows, with, eager hopes of meet* 
ing the first shot. Then a general prayer, to Heaven* to hasten 
the approach of the flames to the right and left of us* and put 
« period to oar misery. But these failing* they whose strength 
and spirits were quite exhausted, laid themselves down and 
expired quietly upon their fellows: others, who had yet some 
strength and vigour left, made a last effort for the windows, 
and several succeeded by leaping and scrambling over the backs 
and heads of those in the first ranks ; and got hold of the bars, 
from which there was no .removing them. Many to the right 
iandleft sunk, with the violent pressure^ and were sooxx suffer 
xated i for now a steam arose from the living and the dead, 
yhich affected us, in all Us circumstances.* as if we were forci- 
bly held with our •heads over a .bowi fujloit strong, volatile spirit 
of hartshorn* noroould the effuvia of the*, one Jbe distinguished 
Jfrom the other ; and, frequently, . When. I was, fcfeed, by the 
.load upon «y head and shoulders* to hold »J face down, I waa 
obliged near as I was to the, window*, iustaariy to raise. & qgain, 
.to escape suffocation. .."N ,, . • 

• When. I had bore this conflict above a#i tour* with attain 
a>f wretched, reflexions, And seeing* nor glimpse of nopeou 
which to found a prospect o{ relief* » my.spiot^ resqjutioq, 
and 'every* sentiment of religion $$**« *wey,<; 4, fouadJ t waa 
unable mulch longer to support this tria^<aud /coul<J nqt bear 
; jthe. . d i eadfttl thoughts, of retiring ijatOi the inner part, of the 
.prison*; where I had before suffered so mu^h. . Some infernal 
spirit, taking the advantage of this period, brought to my re*- 
mmbrance my having a small .cjaap penknife,, in my pocket j 
-with Vfhkh I. determined instantly to open mj arteries, and 
iiaish a system no longer, to be borne, I had got >t out, tvhen 
^Heav^o interposed, ,and restored me to* fresfe sprits and resop 
lution, with an abhorrence of the act of cowardice I was juajt 
.going to commit. I exerted anew iny sueogth and fortitude i 
but the repeated trials and efforts I made tadislodgeihein^ 
•ufferabie incumbrances upon me,. at last quite, exhausted .me* 
;tnd towards two o'clock* finding I must mjjjt tfo.ynadfWtpf 
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■ok where I was, I resolved the former, having bore infinitely 
»ore for life than the best of it i* worth. 

" In the rank close behind me was an officer of one of the 
ships, whose name was Garey, who had. behaved with muclv 
bravery during the siege,, (his. wife, a .fine woman, though> 
eouatry-born, would not quit him, but accompanied, him into* 
the prison, and was one who survived.) This poor wretch'; 
bad been long raving for. water and air ;.. I told him-I was de- 
termined to give up life, and. recommended his gaining roy si* 
tuation. On ray quitting, he made a fro idess. attempt to get. 
my place j but the Dutch Serjeant, who sat on my shoulder, 
supplaated bira. 

" Poor Carey expressed his thanklulness* and -said, he would- 1 
give up life too 5, but.it was with the utmost labour we forced 
our way from the window, (several in the inner ranks appearing. 
to me dead standing)., He laid himself dQwn to die ; and his. 
death, I believe, was very sudden, for he was a short, full, san^ 
guine man $ his strengfh was great, and I imagine, had he not. 
retired with ma, I. should never have been able to have forced 
my. way. 

<f I was at this time sensible of ho. pain, and-little uneasiness i 
I?can give you no better idea of my situation, than by repeat- 
tog my simile of the bowl of spirit of hartshorn. I found a 
slupor coning on apace, and laid , myself down by that gallant 
old man, the Reverend Mr. Jervas Bellamy, who lay dfead 
with his son* the lieu tenant, hand in hand, near the souther* 
Most wall of the prison* 

w .When Lhad Jain theresome.little time, I still had reflection, 
enough to suffer some uneasiness, k> the. thought that J shoulil 
be trampled upon, w*hen dead,, as I myself, had done -on others. 
With some difficulty,! raised myself, and gained the platforra 
a> second time, where I. presently lost all sensation j the last 
trace of sensibility .that I have, been able to recollect after my 
lying down, was my sash being uneasy about my waist, which 
Limited and threw irom me. 

" In my own escape from absolute death, the hand of Heaven 
was manifestly exerted ; the manner was as follows : — When 
the day broke, and thogentlemen found that no intreaties could 
prevail to get the door opened, it occurred to one of them (I 
think to Mr. Secretary . Cooke) to make, a search, for me, in, 
hopes I might have influence enough to gain a release from thia. 
scene of misery. Accordingly Messrs. Lush ington and Walcot 
undertook the- search, and by my shirt discovered me under the* 
dead upon the platform. They took me from thence ; and^ 
imagining I had some signs of life, brought me toward the win** 
do w 1 had first possession of. 

E2i 
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4f At this juncture the Sou bah, who had teceWedian accent* 
•of the havock death had made amongst us, sent one of his Je- 
madars to enquire if the chief survived. They shewed me to 
ikim ; told him I had appearance of life remaining, *ad believed 
I might recover if the door was opened very soon. This an* 
«wer being returned to the Soobah, an order came immediately 
for our release, it being then near six in the morning. 

** The fresh air at the window soon brought me toKfe; and 
* few minutes after the departure of the Jemadar, H, was res* 
tored to ray sight and senses. But oh! Sir, what words shall 
I adopt, to tell you the whotethet my soul suffered fet review* 
ing the dreadful destruction around me? I mil net attempt 
it ; and, indeed, tears (a tribute I believe I shall ever pay to the 
Temembrance of this scene, *nd to the memory of time brave 
and valuable men} fi top my pen. 

" Being brought into his presence, lie toon observed the 
wetched plight f Was in, and 'ordered a large foKo volume, 
which lay en a heap of plunder> to be brought for me to sit on* 
J endeavoured two or three times to speak, but my tongae was 
-dry and without motion. "He ordered me water. As soon as 
1 got my speech,! began to recount the dismal catastrophe of 
my miserable companions:; but he stopt me short, with telling 
me, he was well informed of great treasures being buried or 
secreted in the fort, and that I was privy to it, end if I ex> 
pected favour, most discover it. 

"I urged every thing I couldto convince him there was no 
truth in the information; or that if any such thing had beea 
done, it was without my knowledge. I reminded him of his 
repeated assurances to me the day before ; but be resumed the 
subject of the treasure, and all I could say seemed to gam 
no credit with him. I wste ordered prisoner under Meer Mud* 
<fJon, general of the household troops, and, with three gentle- 
men selected to be my companions, sent the same day (2 1st of 
June) to the camp, and soon loaded with fetters j ind af terpen • 
<|.u.ring much pain and ill treatment, we arrived at Moorshu- 
dabad, the capital of Bengal, on the 7th of July, and were 
deposited in an open stable, not far from the Soubah*s palace* 
vnder a guard of sepoys, Where we Were to remain till the 
6oubah returned to the city. 

" Duriog our residence here, we experienced every act of 
humanity and friendship from Monsieur Law and Mynheer 
Vernet, the French and Dutch Chiefs of Cossimbasar, who left 
no means unessayed to procure otir release. Our provisions 
were regularly sent us from the Dutch Tanksal at Coriemabad $ 
fine) we were daily visited by Messrs. Ross and Ekstooe, the 
Chief and second there j and, indeed, received such instances 
of commiseration and affection from Mynheer Ross, as will 
*ver claim my most jjratetol remembranee. 
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," The whole body of Aremenian merchant! too, were 
most kind and friendly to us : particularly Aga Manual Satoor. 
We were not a little indebted to the obliging good-natured be* 
haviotir of Messrs. Hastings and Chambers, who rave us as 
much of their company as they could. They had obtained 
their liberty by the French and Dutch Chiefs becoming bail 
for their apperarance. This security was often tendered for 
us, but without effect. 

"On the 11 (h of Idy, the Soubuh arrived, and with hint \ 
feundoo Sing, to whose house we were removed, that after* ^ 
hoon, in a hackery ; for I was not able to put my foot to the 
ground. Mere we were confirmed in a report which had be* 
r fore reached us, that theSoubab, on his return to Hough iy* 
tnade enquiry for us when he released Messrs. Watts and 
Coflet, &c. with intention to release ns also ; and, that he had 
expressed some resentment at Meer Muddun, for having so 
hastily sent n* up to Moorsandabad. This proved a re y pleasing * 

£iece of intelligence to us, and gave as reason to hope the 
sue would be more favourable to us than we expected. 
"Though we were here lodged in an open butigalow only* 
yet we found ourselves relieved from the people which had etifl- 
isd us at the stable, and once more breathed the fresh air. We 
were treated with much kindness and respect by Bundoo 
Sing, who generally passed some time or other of the day 
With us, and gave ns hopes of being soon released. 
' " On the 16th we werecpodncted ia a hackery to the KeHa> 
br fort, in order to have and'teneet)f the Soubah, ard know our 
fete. We were kept above an hour in the sun, opposite the gate t 
•whilst here, jre saw several of Ms ministers brought out die* 

Sraced, .in the custody of Soontabardars, and dismissed from 
leir empfoys, H who, but a few minutes before, we had seen 
tenter the Kella In the utmost "pomp and magnificence. 

"* r We received notice we could have no admittance to the. 
"Soubah's presfcoce that day. We were returned to oar for** 
mer place of confinement, and stent another night in our 
miserable lodging. Near five the neat morning 1 was Waked 
with th,e notice, that the Soubfth would pre&entiy pass by 
to hi* palace at Mooteejheel. We roused, and desired the 
jguard would keep the view clear for ns. When the Soubah 
came in sight, we made him the usual salaam j and when he 
came abreast of us, he ordered hie litter to stop, and oa to be 
cai)e'd to' him. We advanced $ and I addressed him in a short 
ipeeoh,' setting forth our 1 sufferings, and petitioned for our 
liberty. The wretched spectacle we made mutt, lnhiak, have 
made an Impression on a breaat the motrt brutal * and, if be 
Was capable of pky or contrition, bis heart felt it then. 1 think 
% appeared, in spite of him, in his comitavnmcc> .. He gase 
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me no reply, but ordered a Soontaburdar and Choubdar tmme- 
. diately to see our irons cut off, and to conduct us wherever 
we chose to go, and to takes care we received no trouble nor 
insult i and having repeated this, order distinctly*, directed his 
retinue to go on. As soon . as our legs were free, we took 
boat, and proceeded to the Tanksal, where we were received 
and entertained with real joy. And humanity," 

In October, 1757, the Nabob marched against his relation* 
the Nabob of Purnea. When the two armies drew near each 
other, the young Nabob was falsely informed, that Seraje ad 
Dowlah was advanced on an eminence to reconnoitre. Ani- 
mated .at the approach of his rival, and hoping. at once to put 
an end to the war, he hastened to meet, him,,, at the head of 
a few troops, that chanced to be advanced.beyoncLthe, rest of his 
army 5 but, instead of Seraje ad Dowlah, it proved to be Meer 
Jaffier and -Dost Mahoramed Khan, who were very advantage? 
ously posted. Still ignorant of his mistake, he rushed forward 
with- great bravery, crying out, " 1 1 is the. Soubafe l^seek/' 
Meer Jamep, desirous to save his life, went so far.as to call out 
to him, that the Soubah was not there ; but when he still 
prest on, unwilling, by giving way, to expose himself to the 
Sou bah' s resentment, he was necessitated, in self-defence, to 
make a vigorous resistance, and to the. conflict the. Nabob re- 
ceived his. death. from a musket-balk By. this victory* Seraje 
ad Dowlah arrived at the greatest height of power a Soubab 
of Bengal could attain tct. He was in the prime of his youth ; 
confirmed from Bthly ; the provinces subdued; no rival left $ 
a vast army in his pay ; and a> full treasury, flushed, with hi$ 
grandeur, he governed wrth>ajl the insolence of unbridled pow? 
er, dreaded by all,, and beloved by none. 
. The remains of our unfortunate cplonjr were now. laying on 
board a few defenceless- ships at Fultab r .the most unwholesome 
■spot incite country, about twenty miles below Calcutta, and 
•destitute of the common necessaries of life : but, , by the assistr 
ance>of the French and Dutch, to whose humanity they were 
.much indebted on this occasion, and partly by the assistance 
of the natives, who, both from interest and attachment, prfc 
vately supplied them with, all. kinds of pro visions,, they sup- 
ported the horror of their situation till August, when they re- 
ceived a reinforcement of two hundred and forty men from 
Fort St. George, under the cpmraaud of Major Kilpatrick, with 
money and warlike stores. But. their greatest nijsery was yet 
to come $ for. now the sickly season, came on, and, what with 
^bad air> had weather, confinement on board £ hips,, and want 
^of proper refreshments, such a mortality ensued, as swept off 
:ajuiD*t all this military, ajid many .of the inhabitants. They 
i^tiaaed . jm tWs.sAtifttign till the wjivaji of Admiral Watsbft, 
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In the month of December, with the King'* squadron* con- < 
iwting of th# Kent, Salisbury, and • Tygrr, wrtli two frigates, 
anjd two fndiamen, having on board six hundred £uropeans> 
nod a. thousand Seapoys, under the command of lieutenant. 

/Colonel' Robert CHive, followed by the Cumberland and ano« 
ther Indiaman, with one hundred Europeans, and* four h an*. 

- dned Seapoys, but which were not yet arrived •- a force that 
could give IfiathM hopes of success, but from the great qualities* 
of che gentlemen that comnMnded.tt. Admiral .Watson was* 
an officer of great bravery; dmnterestednessvand public spirit $ • 
Oolonei Clive was a gentleman, who- had already eminently' 
ftistingeished himetf in the war on the coast' of €oromandei & 
Where, by a long train of successes, against constant superior 
number* of the French, he had restored the English affairs^ 
at a time when they* were- thought desperate : he had lately 
enmmanded the land forces en the successful expedition agairist 
Augria } and was now pitched on as rise properett person to 
restore their affairs in Bengal. 

It may appear matter of wonder why the Soubah permitted* 
us to continue so quietly at Fultah, tiH we were become foraaida* 
bie to him $ which I can only account for from his mean opi- 
nion of us, as he had been frequently heard to say, he did not 
imagine there were ten thousand men in ail Ferungistan, meaa« 
ing Europe, aria 1 had no idea of our attempting to return by 
force, but supposed that we staid at Fultah, only till the season* 
would permit our going out of the river. And, indeed, it ia> 
possible, that, now his anger was subsided, he might see the 
lolly he had committed, and might wish our return on his own* 
serais $ which were* to live under his government, without; 
kws or fbrvmeatiotts of our own, and to carry on onr trader 
like the Armenians and bis own subjects* . Whatever the mo* 
tive was/ it? wee 'happy for us, and gave us time to prepare- 
every thing to assret the squadron in going up<the river 5 and 
accordingly, December 27, 1757, the troops- were embarked* 
and the fleet stood op; on the- twenty-ninth they were re- • 
landed, for "the attack of Budge Budge* a pmee of strength* , 
that, had they understood the art of defence, might have- eost- 
us much<troable« After a] most fatiguing march, . from five in? 
ts« evening till seven- next inoroiag, we earns in sit^tt of ther 
place, while, at the same time* the fleet was got abreast, andr* 
begrfntooW Colonel €live ordered the ' grenadiers, volun- 
teers; and *alli rite* teapoys* tngo as-newras- they* could, under 
eover^and he^veady.'sss an assault! as soon* as- a » breach should' 
be made, whilst the rest of the army halted in a nohow on the; 
plain, inwdVte intercept the garrison, if thejr nttelnptedto 
retreat. • Whrte wfe were in* tjhia situation, and ignorant of any 
ether enemy tana those iju tbe< place, vn* went alarmed at thin 
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sight of some hoise in' oar rear; arid before we had time to 
get out of this unlucky situation, we found ourselves almost* 
surrounded by the enemy, who had got possession of the emi». 
nences, and began to fire on as* Sucb a sudden surprise might 
have endangered our little army, had not the Colonel acted 
with great presence of mind.. He immediately detached pl»» 
toons- wherever the enemy appeared most formidable; but; 
thejyi' presumptuous from their- triumph, over .us at Calcutta, > 
stood with great boldness, and krHed and wounded eight men 
of the first- platoon that advanced ; but now we brought * 
; field«-pieco to bear -upon them, which kept them at a greater 
distsncej and the* detachment that had been made for the)- 
assault of the Vort/ being returned on hearing the firing, and 
haviogjoined us, we 1 tnsrched. into the -open plain, and dis- 
covered Hour enemy to be Afaaickchund* the Soubab'a Governor 
of Calcutta, who was- come to throw himself into 'the place, at 
the head of three thousand horse; and foot,; but being stunned 
with the firing of the King's ships, bethought his assistance- 
Would be fruitless, and was returning, when he came unex- 
pectedly upon us, and attacked us with great bravery. 

in this skirmish we had twenty -ope Europeans killed and 
wounded, and several Seapoys. Manickchund received a shot 
through his turban, lest his second in command, and about 
fifty men, and was so intimidated, by the reception be met 
with, that, without making any stay at Calcutta, he hastened 
away to his .master, to assure him, that these were *ot too 
same kind of Englishmen he* had before, met with. The ships 
soon- sileoeeJ the fort$ and, as our little auroy was .not sufficw 
etit toourround the place, the garrison metres ted, unknown to 
us ; and, as *the troops had been very much fatigued, the Co* 
lonei proposed to defer the assault till day -break j • but a drun* 
ken sailor advancing just akthe close of the evening very near, 
and receiving no fire, he gave a^ huzza, when suddenly the 
whole army, without waking for orders or officers, rushed for- 
ward over the bridge, which the enemy, had neglected to break 
down, and entered- at the breach made by the ships 5 and in 
this confusion Captain Dou gal Campbell, pressing forward to 
restrain the men, was* *by mistake, kiHed by our own people, 
to the great concern* of the whole army, as he was a brave -and 
capable officer, arid a worthy, generous man* 

.On the 2d January 1757, the troops rorembarked, and oa 
the 3d January .at day-break, were* again landed in sight of 
Calcutta, which the enemy abandoned aknostros soon as our 
ship* came abreast of it, firing only fbe. guns that were ready 
loaded* which did sbme execution or* the Tyger; and then 
Mr. Watson landed the King s troops^ and took possession) 
of the fort. The inhAbitaatsyiuttlieijoy of returning totheii 
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settlements, seenfced to forget !they were, returned to, < empty » 
house*, and uoipersal bankruptcy" . ■ '.-> ., ■, A . « .,, 
The conduct of political affairs was now, viewed ijQ a Sf^ct^ 
Committee .and tbe Colonel;, the Admiral being .pleased, to 
declare, they were the best judged of the -Company's interest, ,' 
and that he wag ready to execute whatever they thought roost, 
conducive to it. The Conunittee left the correspondence with . 
the jSoubah to the Colonel, whom we are henceforward to con* • 
skier as chief negociaor of all affairs with the government. 

. An /expedition was. sent against Hoogly, under the conduct 
of Major Kilpatrick, with. the King's troops, volunteers, grena- 
diers, and two companies of seapoys, supported by the Bridge- 
water, and manned boats of the squadron. The enemy, were 
very numerous, having six. thousand men in the fort, and in , 
an adjacent camp. They stood the assault, which was very 
bloody to them, with little loss on our side. The fort and 
city wens plundered, and as many, of tbe magnificent houses 
destroyed, as the short time would permit. 

The account given of us by the Hoogly fugitives and Ma- . 
nickchund, had made such an impression on him, that he • 
would gladly have consented to our. return on our former foot- 
ing ; but it hurt bis. pride, to think of having satisfaction forced 
from him by merchants : however, he continued his march, ' 
determined. to fight, or negociate, as opportunity gave him ad-, 
vantage The probability of a war with France, which would 
require our whoWorcoon the coast of jCorpmandel, the un- 
certainty of an action, especially if the French should join him j 
but, above all, a great part, of our force not being yet arrived, 
inclined us to wish for. honourable peace. At all events, every 
day gained was an advantage ; we were destitute of draught 
and carriage oxen, and many other things absolutely necessary, 
before we>eould take the field. A camp was formed on a plain 
about two miles to the northward of Calcutta, which was made 
as strong as tbe situation and time would permit j and the 
Soubah advancing, the. troops sent to Hoogly .rejoined us, and 
enr whole force now amounted to four hundred battalion, one 
hundred and twenty tuain, and one thousand four hundred 
seapoys 4 for the Cumberland was not yet arrived. . 

.Colonel Clive, on his first arrival, had wrote t^he Soubab, 
"That Admiral Watson wmmander of the King's invincible 
ships 9 and himself, a soldier, whose conquest^ in; Dekkan 
might have reached bis ears ; were «omei to revenge the in- 
juries be had done, the English Company $ that it, would bettei 
becowe^rim to «hew bis love of justice, by jnaking t)teni a.mple 
aatis^c^onforall thek losses, .than expose his country to be 
the seat of wajr," Such a haughty stile astonished, him $ be 
maid mtAwg* to answer it, but ^ernjutted.Jnggut&t^ and 
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©fliers oP khh great many who bttd letters 1 ^Mt^sse J Wthertf 
to the same purpose, to answer them, and dfoeeted'thenr to* 
^umffeifr «yf)oVfkfons^d expectawions; and JuggutfSettfs agent 
iri camp Wroteyby his orders, 1 6 desire the Col o fie'^ wcJuld send * 
a 'person; hi tfbont he tould confider, to treat v*kn him ; Whose* 
cotti'hg lie should waif at a place catted Na*bGb*<5*nge; twenty 
iriiles* from our camp-; but the very same day nistfan' appeared, » 
pftstf n£ om* army, a» if on their way to* Citaitta. This had^ 
so much the apiwaranee of an intended insttlt or deceit, that- 1 
ttie Colonel marched out, at the head of foe* hundred Euro* 
peahs, and one thousand seapoys, with two fieleVpieee* ? andP 
toward rbe close oi the evening, a eaonttiadfa'g ensued ; bat 
the enemy Was so advantageously posted^ that the effect was*' 
trifting oa either side, and night appraacbmgv the* Colonel fa--' 
turned to' camp. The £ottbab, pretending et be ignorant of '* 
What bad passed, sent a messenger to conduct to him whoever 
the Colonel should think fit to send y. Messrs. Walsh and »craf- 
ton were appointed *. and in the mean timer, under ©ove* ofr 
this negotiation, the Sou bah himself, with his whoto army,, 
passed in si£ht of as, and erteamped between our atiay aikfc 
the town j whicb ho 5 ridiculdusly thought a masterpiece of 
policy, on a false notion, that %/afautta, thus deprived ef *a*' 
fief r must fail into* his handsf, and our army Wbttid be then- at 
his mercy. The twtfgentiemea Were much suvprfcadto &M&, ti&P 
the Soubah, instead of waiting at the places appointed, Was sft* 
H*ty with. hisV army in the suburbs of Calcutta: On the 1 4tte 
February 1757, at' seven* in the e*enin*, the-Soubah gave theUP 
audience in. ©michund's garden, where he affected to appeal 
in great state, attended by the bem-tooMuig' men amongst bit* 
officers 5 ; imping to ifftimidrtta them bysoi warlike an assembly*.' 
After the first compliment^, they w^^e desired to retireyan* 
rfeoi/aibt'Wi ministers' with their proposals. Frier to any ae** 
cVmMd'da'fion, they Insisted oWthtf fcoubatfs returning to the* 
jifcwe" ftoni -which he" Ifostf; offered* te~ treaty but finding the- 
ihihistffr'smrffle^/Vlth the'raV they* dasfred u private eooferene* 
tffth the Sou bah : bn^ be judging from hi* own treacherous* 
disposition, was so firmly persuaded' that they had private arwsi 
ab.ou.t them, arid warned 'to assassinate him, that btfdould by. 
«o kbe«n^ Be brought* to* trast bimaeif atone with tfetm \ *so* 
fliat, RhAag the Sblib&i *hly mteffded to amuye them* the/ 
Jfretentfed to tia^ltefled/aiiir d#ait«4 to* depart 'Ttoe Soubafe 
dfsnVfssed VWfcl, tellfog'llbWhe - expected thai? wmm ih the? 
nrorrtii.g, wf(W fill ptto*M to fihtoii every ihmg j aad tfesiredy 
before? they quitted tW cetnp, they w^tiW ( £<* tottte tenrof 
3uggut' Sett'4 fluent, who' bad sotflethtoe td eWiff<rnt&fe*t& 
tbfeiri that wbuMbe Very agre^a!b)e'tb*thi& > <S>loneli5 '? " J ^ J»'« ■» > 
''The&oubi&na^ 
posed to assault the- fort the next day ; but suspecting bis de- 
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sign, they put out their lights, pushed forward, and sown gain*- 
eri the camp. On reporting their embassy to the Colonel, he* 
determined to attack the enemy at day - b reak ; a resolution- 
that may appear rash to many, for the Sim bah 's army consist* 
ed of at least eighteen thousand horse, and sixty thousand foot, 
with forty pieces of heavy .cannon j. but the Colonel considered/ 
only the necessity of the attempt, and' not the danger; for air 
• our black camp followers had disappeared- at the approach of' 
the Soubah's army, and we must very soon have been dis- 
tressed for provisions^ To our force, which I have already- 
mentioned, wa» added six hundred sailors fronr the squadron s* 
and the pkn of operations- was-, to nail up the cannon, and push 
at the head-quarters. On the 5th February wemarched at about 
three in the morning, and our project so far succeeded, that*, 
we came upon them unexpectedly 5 but, when the-day appear-* 
ed, there came on so thick a fog, that it was impossible to dis- 
cover any object at ten yards distance ; and this was the Sou*- 
bah's preserjratiop ; for the fog clearing up for a few. minutes, . 
between seven and eight, we found ourselves at a great dis-» 
tance from the hfcad-quarters/and exposed to the enemy's ar- 
tillery, which did great execution, amongst us. The country, 
too was full of holes and ditches, which the enemy had linerL 
with musquetry, which did us some misehief ; but from this 
immense army we had no regular attack, except from a large 
body of Persian horse, who received a general volley from the. 
whole battalion, which obliged, them to face about with the 
lass of near half their number. Thus finding himself disap-- 
pointed in his principal object, the Colonel .ordered the march- 
towards Calcutta*. 

The enemy now pressed "on our rear, and took" two of our* 
field -pieces, one of which had the carriage broke by the bad* 
ness of the roads, and we had some men picked off from be- 
hind cover. At eleven o'clock we reached the fort, and found, 
our whole ldss,of killed and wounded was about an hundred and 
twenty soldiers and" sailors, andean hundred se&poys j a consi- 
derable diminution of our small force!* But the enemy suf- 
fered much more, having lost six or seven hundred t men, killed ^ 
and wounded, "with two general ^officers, besides a vast, number 
of oxen, camels, horses and elephants : our army marched out 
again io the evening to their former camp* the route being* 
within a mile, of the Sou bah's head-quarters, though covered: 
with a wood j but the morning's alarm had struck such a terror- 
into them, that, far from attacking .us, they were ready for con— 
fused flight, with which we were not at that time acquainted. 
The greatest ad vantage we reaped from this action, was in the* 
effect it had upon the Soubah, who was not only intimidated' 
by the boldness of the attempt, but struck with bis own pru*- 
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dence, in Wing exposed himself to be attacked at such a die* 
ad wantage. To add to his uneasiness, be thought be discover- 
ed some appearance of disaffection in some of his principal 
officers, particularly in Meer Jaffier, whose conduct in this 
affair had heen very mysterious. The Soubah's army passed 
that night under arms, in continual apprehension of being at- 
tacked j and early in the morning he sent a messenger to en* 
quire the cause of our behaviour, and to renew the .tt^aty $ and 
tinder cover of this ,»egociaUon, he thought himself very happy 
in quitting the neighbourhood of Calcutta, and encamping o* 
a plain within sight of our army. Had he continued there 
but gne day longer, the Colonel io tended to have had a battery 
on Dum Duna bridge, which would have commanded the 
lake, and put his army entirely at our mercy. But now, only 
sensible oi our own low, and ignorant of the effect it had oa 
the enemy, we gladly renewed the treaty, which in two day* 
was signed by both parties. 

Articles signed and sealed hy Vts Excellency Seraje ad Dow* 
lah, fyuhah of Bengal, Bthar, and Orissa, dated Febru- 
ary 9, 1757. 

I. Whatever rights and privileges the Kins has granted the 
92nglish Company in their Phirmaunds, and Husbulhookums, 
shall be acknowledged and stand good * whatever villages have 
been given to the Company by the Phirmaunds, notwithstand- 
ing they have been with -fold by former Soubahs, shall be 
given up to them j nor shall the Zemindars oppose their taking 
^possession of those villages. Agreed to. 

II. AH goods passing and repassing through the country, by 
•l$nd or by water, with English dustupks, shall be expmpted 
<from any tax, fee, or imposition, of the GhautwalUs* Chokee- 
-<lars, Zemindars, or others. -Agreed, to. 

III. All the Company's factories seized by the Soubah, shaH 
be returned ; all the money, goods, and effects, belonging to 
the Company, their servants and tenants, which haye been 
-seized and taken by the Soubah, shall be restored j and what 
lias been plundered by the ^people, made good by -the payment 
>4f such a sum of money, as his justice shall think reasonable. 
—I will restore only what has been accounted for in the 
government books. 

IV. The Company shall be allowed to fortify Calcutta, in 
such manner as they shall think proper, without hindrance or 
obstruction. Agreed to. 

V. And to coin«iccas, both of gold and silver, of equal fine* 
tiess with those of .Moorshudabad, which shall pass current 
through the provinces. Agreed to* 

Then followed the Soubah's seal ; and haying sworn to fuU 
fil the same, Meer Jaffier r and RoybuUub, two of his general 
officers, under-signed it as securities. / 



\ 



\ 



Digitized 



by Google 



SKETCHES OP BENGAL; !*S 

The Soubah then sent the usual present to the Governor, 
Admiral, and Colouel, consisting each of an elephant dr<sa, 
and head-jewel ; which were received by the Governor and 
Colonel, as representatives of the Company. Mr. Watson, as 
representative of the King, refused to accept the present ; but 
received the Soubah's officers who brought it in a very polite 
manner on board tha Kent, and displayed to then? his lower, 
tier of thirty- two pounders, of which they made a dreadful 
report to their master $ who, not conceiving any great liking 
to his new friends, marched with all haste to the capital, hap- 
pily for his subjects, somewhat humbled by his late defeat* 
Mr. Watts being well versed in the country language, and in 
their politics and customs, accompanied the Soubah, to attend 
the fulfilling of the treaty. 

The Afghaun mountaineers, who possess Kandahar and the 
mountains that divide Persia from Hindoostan, encouraged by 
the success of former invaders, entered the country with so 
powerful an army, commanded by an old officer of the Shah's, 
named Abdullah Khan, that the court of Dehly, unable to re- 
sist, submitted to the conqueror; and news now came, that 
he intended a visit to the eastern provinces. This alarmed the 
Soubah, who acquainted the Colonel with it, and dropped 
some hints of wanting his assistance. The Colonel on the 
first advices, crossed the 'Ganges, which was equally conveni- 
ent either to march to Chandernagore, or to the Soubah. 

Mr. Watts found, that the French had, by the prevailing 
(power ef corruption, won over to their interest several cour- 
tiers, who were most in the Soubah's confidence j and had 
^certain information, that the Soubah had wrote to Mons. 
Bussey, who commanded a large army in the Dekkan, that 
he might be assured he would never fulfil the treaty, but would 
infallibly join the French, and fall on us, whenever our squa- 
dron and forces left the river ; that the only way to prevent 
it, was, to attack the French, while he was influenced by his 
fears of the Afghauns. Mr. Waits s judgement will hereafter 
appear to be well founded, as the Soubah had already sent si 
large body of troops to assist the French ; had returned the 
two lacks of rupees taken from them the year before $ and 
had entered into some private negotiation with the French 
governor, wherein he promised him the government of Hoog* • 
ly, a mint, and other advantages. His espousing their causa 
so warmly, made us still cautious of provoking him too far % 
but Mr. Watts made so artful an use of his fears of the Af- 
ghauns, observing to him that we could never think of leaving 
our settlement to be attacked by the French, in case he re- 
quired our assistance against them, that, partly by such argu- 
ments, aad, taught by the French the power of money at th* 
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Soubah'g court, partly by a handsome present of money to Tils 
i&rst secretary, he produced the following letter from him tav 
Mr. Watson : 

" Your agreeable letter, acknowledging the receipt of mine, 
which you tell me has dispelled your anxiety ; that you had 
hitherto forbore attaoking the French, out of regard to me j 
that you had prepared reasonable articles ; had *ent for them> 
and told them to sign them ; that they gave for answer, if any 
future commander should disapprove them, they had now pow- 
er to over- rule him ; that therefore peace had not taken place, 
with other disagreeable circumstances : I have received, andv 
1 have well considered it. If it be true, that one Frenchman, 
does not approve, and abide by a treaty entered into by ano- 
ther, no confidence is to be placed in them. The reason of; 
my forbidding war in ray country is, I look on the French as 
my own subjects, because they have, in this affair, implored* 
my protection ; for which reason I wrote- to you to make peace* 
with them, or- else I had neither pleaded for them, nor pro- 
tected them ; but you are a generous and wise, man, and well* 
know, if an enemy comes to you with a clear heart, to implore* 
your mercy > his life should be granted to him ; that is, if you-, 
think him pure of heart; but, if you. mistrust his sincerity,, 
act according to the time and occasion.** 

This letter may be very well understood, as a consent to our- 
attacking the French, though it certainly was never meant as, 
Such $ for he had not only his colours flying, and a body of 
men at Chandernagore, bat* had ten thousand men marching* 
towards us, under the command of RoybuMub, who were ad- 
vanced as far as Pisssey> near thirty miles from >the< capital;; 
another of four or five thousand still nearer, under the com** 
mand of Manickchund : but another well-applied bribe to» 
Kundcpmar, the governor of Hoogly, removed all obstacles ; - 
for it persuaded him to withdraw the troops under his com- 
mand from Chandernagope, and : to *w rite- the Soubah* " That* 
as the French were by no means able to resist the English, 
he had therefore ordered his troops to Hoogly, lest his victor 
rious colouis should be involved in their disgrace." This the 
Soubah approved of, and wrote to Roybulluh. and Manick- 
chund to proceed no farther. Thus, floating between his* 
fears and wishes, be shamefully abandoned those whom he was. 
bound, both for his honour and interest, to support ; and now 
bo , further-obstacle remaining; Colonel Clive, who was advanced,, 
almost to the limits of Chandernagore, as if on his way . to join- 
the SoLibah, immediately began the siege. -,-.•■ 

' The fort was a regular square, mounting twelve twenty^four» 
pounders on each bastion, with several cannon mounted en 
barbette $ a iine* ravelin before, the. gate to. the river r side.; thft 
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^dltch imperfect ; no glacis ; and but a small esplanade of about 
two hundred and fifty yards ; and had, of soldiers, sailors, and 
-other Europeans, near six hundred men in garrison, besides 

• three hundred good seapoys. It was invested on the 1 3 th of 
March; on the 14th the French abandoned their outworks; and 
from that time to the 22d, were ntostly employed in erecting 

. -two batteries, which were then ready. On the 23d, Mr. Wat- 
son, joined by Mr. Pocock, (who, oa his ship's arrival at Bal- 
lasore, hearing what was going forward, to partake of the glory 
of the action, came up in a light boat, and hoisted his flag on 
board the Tyger) passed the ships the French had sunk, owing 
to their neglect, in sinking them so wide as to leave, a passage 
between them, and at seven in the morning the ships came 
abreast of the fort, and the land batteries were opened. 

For two hours it was as bloody an engagement as any during 
the whole war. The Kent lay exposed to a terrible fire from 
the flank of the inland bastion, by the tide Calling, and prevent- 

. ing her coming to her proper station. In this attack, Captain 

. Speaks the Admiral's captain, whose wise counsels and enter* 
prising spirit contributed much to the great success of the lit- 
tle squadron in India, had part of his leg carried 'away by the 
same ball that unfortunately killed his son. Mr. Perrault, first 

: lieutenant, and several other officers, were killed. The Tyger 

• -also suffered very considerably in men and officers, and Mr. 
Pocock himself received a slight wound. But the French, 

. paving several guns dismounted, their parapet almost demolish- 
©4 by the fire of the ships $ their whole curtain enfiled by the 
j&re t of our musquetry from the tops of the houses of the town * 
<a.p4 £ breach nearly made $ capitulated, and had favourable 

. terms granted them; The army suffered but very little, but 
the squadron had above an hundred and forty killed and wound* 

. ^ed, . The goods found in the warehouses were sold for the be- 

% **eM,of the a*my and navy, and produced about ten lacks of 

<v*upe4s. '..«"'.*.;.-:■ • .t •. 

: The squadron returned to Calcutta, but the army encamped 

.*t> the,. back *of Gbaadernagore. Seraje ad Dowlah was in a 
great agitation of mind during the siege, sometimes threatening 

• Mr, YYatts, and sometimes caressing him, conformable to .the 
news of the day j but, when the fatal event of the surrender 

•of the place was communicated to him by -ft letter from the 
Colonel, wherein he ascribed his success to the favour of Hea- 

. Ten and his Excellency's auspices, binder which his arms bad 
been so fortunate \ he affected to conceal his chagrin in outward 

"demonstration of joy* and wrote the Colonel the most pompous 

-congratulations upon the, ocoasion. To complete his confusion, 
<be now received . the. hews of the Afgh|un3* return to their own 

^country, having carried away almost as.great % treasure as Na« 

Ha 
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dir Shah j and also of Mons. Bussey's being obliged to return to 
quiet some troubles that bad broke out in the Dekkan $ so that 
looking ou 08 as his only enemies, and sensible ofbisfolJyin* 
abandoning the French to us, he determined to protect the 
email remainder of them, which was about an hundred irien*. 
eollected together at Cossimbazar, under the command -of 
Mons. Laws, and to dissemble his resentment, . till the return 
of our squadron and forces to the Coast, gave him an opportu- 
nity to fall on us again, and extirpate us tor ever. But, as the 
whole tenor of his conduct strongly indicated, that he had views. 
of further service fawn this body of Frenchmen, Mr. Watsoa 
wrote him, " That if he- continued to protect the Kings ene- 
mies, he would light up a flame in his country, that all the wai- 
ters of the Ganges should net quench." Thus intimidated, 
he obliged the French to. quit the province, and to retire to. 
Patna, where he kept them in reserve against a long- wished 
moment; when the return of our force to the €oaBt should 
leave us exposed to his revenge. From the time he heard that 
Chandernagore was taken, lie never enjoyed a moment's peace- 
of mind. His imagination was ever haunted by dreadful no- 
tions of the Kings ships, which he was told, and was idle 
enough to believe, could be brought up the Ganges, close to* 
bis capital j and, to prevent it, he dammed up the mouth of 
the. Cossimbasar river. To increase his apprehensions; ouc 
•srmyrstill continued in camp near Hoogty. These circum- 
stances, togther with the mortification of -refunding the phm* 
derof Calcutta! fcod the repeated demands of the French* 

: would sometimes make bis anger burst out from under the veil 
of dissimulation, in which he endeavoured to cover it. In ©net 
of these transports, he determined to break with us, and or- 
dered Meer Jaifier, with a large body of troops, to join tho«e- 
at Plassey, promising torn a reward of tea lacks of rupees the? 
day he cetovncld 'victdrious.; .and sent for Mr. taws to come 
down immediately from Patna, for that he was determined ta 
fail on us j and turned our Vakeel ©tot* dfthialXur bar. But 

/these fits of. valour were of short duration, his fears tgaift pve* 

- vailed 5 the march .of the troops was countermanded $, the Va- 
keel lionoured with .a dress ; Mr Watts caressed, and his re- 
venge smothered, till i it • might ' blase forth whb more' seoerity. . 
But he had nour.givea such strong indications of his resolution 
tieverto. forgive?' us,)tkat (Colonel Clive, necessitated by these 
repeated- pwofa of the • Soabah's perfidious intentions, recom- 
mended- to /Mr. WattMhe^fovromg of a party to join us;-in case 

r things should eome 'to extremes, which many eiteumetancee 
concurred to facilitate. The Sou bah, by < the severity and ca- 

> priciousness of his temper, had made himself many secret "ene* 
sues, both in bis court and army. Tfaeoid imukters of Jut 
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predecessors were obliged to give way to nevv favourites akosti* 
from the dregs of the people, and there was hardly one of them* 
but had, in hi* starts or passion, been threatened with .fleaib ; 
white mutual mistrust prevented their taking *ny*aea§ure& for 
their preservation. At last one of them, named Khoda Yar 
Khan Laitte, thinking there was more confidence to be placed 
ia us than in his own countrymen, sent a message to Mr. 
Watts, that he had something of great importance to coramu- 
cat* to him, and wished to see him, Mr. Watts was too close- 
ly watcfaed by the Soubahs spies to venture himself, but *ent 
one Omichund to him, who was an agent under him. To him* 
he opened his mind freely, acquainting him with* his ewn dan- 

* ger i assured him the Soubah was firtfly bent op extirpating ; 
us, and made a tender of his semces 5 Omichund confirmed 
him in his fears of the Soubah, and gave him hopes his propo» 
sals of the like nature from Meer Jaffier, a general of the first 
rank, and nearly related to the Soubah, by his marriage, with. 
Alfyverde Khan'frsieteK I have before mentioned, that this 
gentleman's mysterious conduct in the last battle, where he 
fcept himself at a distance, wahing'to see what issuer the affair 
was likely to have, had made the - Soubah suspicious of him, aa * 
well as oi RoyhuHub, for his close connection with himv 

* The uneven temper of 'the Soubah could never long retauv 
ksdwguis^j>for thoag»r heitflfected an exaggerated fr» elld8h JP* 
for those he intended to destroy, yet his real sentiments would » 
now and then escape him 5 and hehad been frequently heard) 
to say, he would have the heads of thero both,; This had beea. 
told them, and siiffieien% warned them te- provide for ^heir- 
safety 5, so that Meer Jaffier and Rbybulluby both fudged the : 
English protection would be a port of safety, to th^m* l^eyv 

, aent a man privately t© Mr. Watts, to let bin* know .how, they 
stood affected, and to assure him, that Seraje ad E^wlah waa 
determined never to forgive the EngHsh the disgrace, of hisiate 
defeat, and waited only a proper oppor^nity ta fall on thent» 
again, and concluded with a hint that many, of the principal* 
officers of. the army* whose liaes^ were* in continual jeopardy* . 
from the cruel and capricious temper of the » Soubah,. had de- 
termined to depose him ; that if the* English;* would support - 
Meer Jaffier in his views on the Subahship, he .would ,ieaa>ly 
make any concessions that wight bedeemed necessary, la in- 
demnify the English; forttje losses; tfcs»> had sustained, and to 
render their/ trade, advaatageou* t0» them* These, proposals « 
were received wkkgiaat aatiafeciioo j.aad Mr. Watts acquaiated * 
the Colooeh and the gentlemen belepywifth u% who immediate* 
ly empowered him. to tree*, ana\seuie the. plan of operafiona 
with Meer jaffier, Hf. W^ ,k)«l an interview with .M^* 
jaffier, wha-renf^aea^e^ ^iw, s th^t Beriiing^ wuld be don*? 
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wh9e tire Nabob's army was in the field, as it separated Wm 
from the heads of his party ; and hindered him from concert* 
*ng proper measures with him. It was agreed, therefore, to 
lull the Soubah into a firm persuasion of our peaceable in-* 
tentions, to try, by dissimulation, to remove this obstacle. 
For this purpose, the <Jolonel ordered the army into quarters, 
and wrote the Soubah, " That while the armies continued in 
the field, their enemies would be endeavouring to interrupt that 
perfect harmony and friendship which subsisted between 
them i that he had therefore put his army into quarters , and, 
'thought <he had no reason to doubt his Excellency's strict 
adherence to, and full compliance with all .the articles of the 
treaty, yet, nevertheless, he wished he would disappoint those 
hopes their mutual 'enemies enteitained, by withdrawing his 

• army from Plassey, and that he would hasten the payment of 
the money., and other articles of the treaty." 
The Soubah was glad to be freed from the uneasiness our 

- army gave him, by being 4a the lield, thanked the Colonel 
•for this proof of his friendship, and promised to put his troops 
into quarters: but these words were too inconsonant to his 
schemes, to be followed by actions ; for he still continued his 
army encamped, and ^prolonged, . to the utmost, the execution 
of the treaty* By the happy use of an unexpected event, 
this obstacle was removed, and the. Soubah became the dupe 
•of his own projects. 

. The Marhattas, .'hearing of the troubles in Bengal, and 
'thinking it a proper opportunity to annex so rich a province to 

. .their already too extensive empirev wrote to the Governor of 
'Calcutta- tbe^followiqg letter ; 

' JBallaJeroit* Sethoo Bajeemo, Vizier to Ram Rajah, brother 
to Rajah SehooyjHm Hydrabad, to Roger Drake, Gover* 
nor of Calcutta. 

"f I have] longtime wished for a meeting with you, whWh 

' the great distance has prevented. Every thing prospers with 

• rne j and it is my* wish that success ? attend you, with long life 

nhd happiness. Tour misfortunes have been related to me 

Jby TCagoojee, son 'to Janoogee. Make yourself easy, and be my 

" frienb* -, send' me yonf proposals 1 , Such as you imagine may be 

for the best; %d, with the Divine assistance, Shumser Khan 

Behacmr, and Rbgob* Baboo,' son to Bajeerow, shall enter Bengal 

with a hundred antHwenty thousand horse ; besides, there are 

other forces -snail -ue 'ready at yoiff call/ifyoirh ave need of 

them, having wrote to Ai»e6r Khan 1 to proceed "toyoii, whenever 

^on shall wrtte to hihi tptbat eHect. s Whatever merchandize 

-and riches you have lost 1 in • Bengal; the double tof its value 

shall be restored by me: T^o not, Op any aceount, make peace 

1 with the Nabohu In a fewda^raf forces sliajt* enter ^Bengal, 
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and the trade of the province shall be entirely yours. Go* 
vindroy will relate to you further particulars : to him commu* 
nicate what force you have need of, and due regard shall be 
paid to your directions. The French shall not remain in Ben- 
gal : your forces shall keep them out by sea> mine by land." 

The person mentioned in the letter had a private conference 
with Colonel Give, wherein he confirmed the contents! The- 
Colonel* s first refection was, that this might possibly be an in* 
vent ion of the Soubah to sound his intentions $ when suddenly, 
with that quickness of thought by which he was distinguished on 
all emergencies, he determined to turn the stratagem oh the 
head of the inventor, by sending the letter to the Sou bah himself; 
which, if suspicions were just, would deceive the Soubah into 
a firm persuasion that we had no jealousy of his design ; or if 
the letter was real, would awe him by the fear of so powerful 
an alliance. Mr. Scrafton was accordingly dispatched with 
these proposals, accompanied by a letter from the Colonel ; 
in which he wrote- him, "That notwithstanding he bad put 
the army into, quarters, and given every proof his Excellency 
could- require of his firm intentions to preserve the peace, he 
Was not yet so happy -as to gain, his Excellency's confidence, 
who still kept a large army encamped at Plassey, which seemed* 
to. hang like an impending storm over our heads* j kept the 
provinces alar men*, and prevented the merchants from resort- 
ing to. Calcutta. That he had but one proof more to give, him 
of his sincerity, which the bearer would., acquaint, him with ». 
If that would hot suffice, he should think himself for ejrer. 
banished from his confidence and friendship.." 

The Soubah, who had been informed by his spies of the. 
interview, between the Colonel and the. Marhatta agent, and 
of his letter being on the way, was impatient to know the con- 
tents. Mr. Watte introduced Mr.. Scrafton .to the Soubah* 
and they found him accompanied by Narain Sing, the head spy,, 
Manickchnnd, and Juggut Sett. The Soubah affected to be 
charmed with the Colonel's letter, which was enforced by. . 
every argument suitable to the occasion j he expressed some 
doubt of the Colonel's sincerity, but found himself obliged, to. 
put on the appearance of conviction, when the Marhatta'* 
fetter was delivered" to hifru Having read it, he broke fortl*. 
iptoloud acclamations to the Colonel's praise; and, thinking 
now to deceive us by this feigned confidence, said, he would, 
order his ariny'ltoto quarters ; and did not doubt but our fleet 
and army would quit the country as soon as -the season would' 
permit ; a'nd desired* we would go' to Rajah Mohunloll, his. 
prime minister, to whom he had given orders to finish 'our. 
affairs j and immediately ordered the troops. into the city. . . 

..' ; ■ ■•-• •' -'•■"■ Jt ••■-'• •••'.' ... 
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The minister acted the same part as his master 5 but, like 
an old practitioner in ministerial arts, proposed, that the 
Colonel should send up a discharge in full of all sums stipu- 
lated by the treaty, though nothing was yet determined with 
respect to the thirty-eight villages,* and very little progress 
made in the rest of the treaty ; and that by the time it arriv- 
ed, thb whole should be discharged. The Soubab returned 
the Colonel a favourable answer, and told the gentleman who 
carried the letter, that he expected him back in a week with 
the desired discharge, and then he would reward him witbr 
great presents and honours. 

, Every thing was now in a fair wvy $ the Plassey army broken 
*ip and put into quarters ; and Meer Jaffier, after having 
consulted with Roybullub, and the head of his party, con- 
cluded the following treaty with Mr. Watts, and promised 
to join us as soon the armies drew near each other. We, on 
our parts, promised, by the blessing of Gdd on our armSy 
to make him Soubah of the three provinces. 

Treaty executed by Meer Jaffier Khan Bekadur. 
I swear by God, and the Prophet of God, to abide the 
terms of this treaty whilst I have life.t 

Treaty made with Admiral JVatoon, Colonel Clive, and the 
Counsellors, Mr. Drake and Mr. Watts, 
Art. I. Whatever articles were agreed upon in the time of 
peace, with the Nabob Serajead Dowlah, I agree to comply 
with. 

. II. The enemies of the English are my enemies, whether 
*they be Indians or Europeans. 

III. All the .effects and factories belonging to 'the French in 
'the province of Bengal, the paradise of nations, and Behar, 
and Orissa, shall remain in the possession of the English, nor 
will I ever allow them any more to settle in the three provinces. 

IV. In consideration of the losses which the ^English Com- 
pany have sustained by the capture and plunder of Calcutta by 
the Nabob, and the charges occasioned by maintenance of the 
forces, I will give them one crore of rupees. 

V. For the effects plundered from the English inhabitants 
*t Calcutta, I agree to give fifty lacks of rupees. 

VI. For the effects plundered from the Gentoos, Moors, and 
other inhabitants of Calcutta, twenty lacks of rupees s»hali be 
.given-. .'•'•' 

VII. For^the effects plundered from the Armenian inhabi- 
tants of Calcutta, I will give the sum of seven lacks, of rupees. 

* See the first article of the treaty, page 132. 

* These w»rd* were written in his own hand, at the begiaaiBjg *I 
-fee treaty, and were enienigaed ty him* 
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The distribution of tbe sums allotted to the English, Gentoo, 
j^loor, and other inhabitants of Calcutta, shall be left to Ad- 
miral Watson, Colonel Clive, Roger Dr. ke, William Watts, 
James Fvilpatrick, and Richard Beecher, Esquires, to be dis- 
posed of by them, to whom they think proper. 

VIII. Within the ditch surrounds the borders of Calcutta, 
are tracts of land belonging to the several Zemindars ; besides 
these, I will grant to the English Company six hundred yards 
without the ditch. 

IX. All the land lying south of Calcutta, as far as Culpee, 
shall, be under the Zemindary of the English Company ; and 
allthe officers of those parts shall be under, their jurisdiction. 
The revenues to be paid by the Company in the same manner 
with other Zemindars. 

X. Whenever I demand the assistance of the English, I wUl 
be at the charge of the maintenance of their troops. 

XI. I will not erect any new fortifications near the river 
Ganges below Houghly* 

XII. As soon a^4 am established in the three provinces, the 
aforesaid sums shall be faithfully paid. 

Dated the fifteenth of the month Ramzan, (June 1757,) in 
the fourth year of the' present reign. 

There was a separate treaty, stipulating tbe payment of fifty 
lacks to the army and navy. 

Our affairs were now drawing to a crisis, when an event hap- 
pened, that had like to have blasted all our hopes. Whether 
any thing of our connections with Meer Jaffier had reached the 
Soubah's ears, or whether he had before projected his destruc- 
tion, and thought this the properest opportunity, while we 
seemed so quiet, is uncertain ; but Meer Jaffier thought him- 
self in such danger, that he would no longer venture to go to 
court, and on his disobedience of the Soubah's summons, his 
death was resolved upon. The artillery was pointed against 
his house, and the troops ordered to surround it. Meer Jaffier 
acquainted the Colonel with his situation, and wrote him, that 
nothing could extricate him from the danger he was in, but 
the news of his march. The die was cast ; and on the 1 3th 
of June the whole army marched forward, and the Colonel 
wrote the Soubah, the very day of his march, to the following 
purport : i( That, from his great reputation for justice, and 
faithful observance of his word, he had been induced to make 
peace with him, and to pass over the loss of many crores of 
rupees, sustained by the English in the capture of Calcutta, 
and to rest content with whatever he, hi hisjustice and gene- 
rosity, should restore to them ; that his Excellency had not 
thought fit to set any value on the friendship of tbe English, 
but had, m everything, di&couraged, as much as possible, tht 
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Company's business,, by turning their Vakeel disgracefully 
from his perserice, refusing free passage Co the English, 
through the country, intercepting their trade, and searching 
their factory at Cossimbazar for ammunition and warlike 
stores, on pretence of their intending an attempt on his life> 
in the time of profound peace ; threatening them with instant 
rupture, if they did not submit to the search ; that these 
were but trifles, compared to his open and avowed protection 
of the King s jenemies, of which his letters to Mons, fiussey, 
wrote but a few days after his entering into a solemn treaty 
with us, inviting him to his country, was a flagrant proof j 
that his protection, and allowance of ten thousand rupees per 
month, to Mons. Laws, and many other circumstances, were 
not only so many deviations frmu the treaty, but evidently 
shewed bis Excellency's intention to fall upon the English, 
as soon us the absence of their troops might expose them to 
it 5 that the main article of the treaty was infringed, in his 
proffering only a fifth part of the sum. paid into the treasury* 
tor the plunder of Calcutta, and yet demanding a discharge 
for the whole. The Colonel complained bitterly of so many 
insults put opon-thim, and reminded the Soubah. how differ- 
ent his own conduct was, when called Upon to assist agains"* 
the Pattans. . He solemnly declared, his intentions were to 
have fought for him to the last drop of his blood ; but seeing 
bis Excellency had* chosen his. friends, from among his. enemies, 
land had, in every respect, deviated from his engagements, he 
bad determined, with the approbation of all who, were* charged, 
'with the Company's, affairs, to proceed immediately to Cos-, 
•jmbazar, and submit their disputes to the arbitration o£ 
Meet* Jaffier* Roybullub, Juggut Sett, and others of his great* 
men. That if it should be found, that he, the Colonel, had; 
deviated from the treaty, he then swore to give up. all further, 
claims ; but that, if it appeared his Excellency bad^btokeit* 
be should then demand satisfaction for all the losses sustained* 
by the English, and all the charges of their army and navy ; 
and concluded with telling him, that the rains being so near,, 
and it requiring many days to receive answer he- had found ifc 
necessary to wait upon him* immediately." 

Affairs betweea the Soubah and Meer Jaffier were now at 
a crisis, Some of ike few who were faithful to the Soubah*/ 
assumed him it was at Meet; J^nier.'s instigation thaj we march-, 
ed up; and advised him to fall on him immediate^; feut others* 
of Meer Jaffier's party* who were<in b& opnfideace, pecsuad-* 
ed him to makeup; the b/4acj% for; the present, andaefer his 
designs: to son** more favourable occasion* . { If, the ' <Soubab< 
erred before in< abandoning 'taejreiichi he;.<tauhly erred; now,, 
io aduiiUing^a .jsusjricioujs fri$ud> and onje; whose de^th,^ wa* 
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etfil determined on/ to continue in the charge of a great body 
of troops, which self-defence would have taught him to make 
tise of for bis own preservation. He was sensible of his weak- 
ness ; but, instead of having resolution to rise above it, and 
terminating his fears at once, by the attack of Meer Jaffier, 
he endeavoured to deceive him, by the thin disguise of grace ' 
and pardon, confirmed by oaths. The Koran was introduced, 
the accustomed pledge of their falsehood > the Soubah swore 
tie would never attempt his life 5 Meer Jaffier, that he would 
t>e bis faithful soldier, and'Agfet for him to the last drop of his 
blood. They parted with smiles on their countenances, and 
treachery in their hearts, each happy in the thought of oven 
reaching the other ; and now we were the grand object of their 
attention. The Soubah immediately took the field, with about 
twenty thousand horse, and fifty thousand foot, and fifty 
pieces of heavy cannon 5 whilst our army, consisting of a thou- 
sand Europeans, and two thousand Seapoys, with fix field- 
pieces, and a small detachment of sailors from the squadron, 
were advanced, partly by land, and partly by water, as far as 
the town o^Cutwa. Three days were passed therein, the most 
uneasy suspenee, waiting fbr intelligence of the issue of the 
dispute between the Soubah, and : our ally Meer Jaffier. In 
this doubtful interval the majority of our officers were against 
Grossing the river, and every thing bore the face of disappoint- 
ment j but, on the 22d of June, the Colonel received it 
letter from Meer Jaffier, which determined him tfr' hazard a 
battle; and he passed the , river at five in the evening. 
The Soubah was now within twenty tulle* of us 3 but, far from 
being puffed up with the superiority of his numbers, he be-- 
trayed his anxiety at 'the approaching moment, when his life 
and government were to be exposed to the issue of a battfc. 
Mistrust of his own army, and the dread- of an enemy, wht> 
had before defeated him, made him presage the wotst 3 and 
* trifling circumstance, 1 which he took for an ill omen, co«- 
firmed him in his fears : it fe indeed the effect alone which cab 
excuse mjr mentioning it. 

As he was sitting In his tent, the evening before the battle, 
revolving ih his mind the doubtful issufe, his attendants im- 
perceptibly left him, one by one, till he was alone 5 when a 
fellow entered, unpefceived by the Sdubah, tod carried Off 
the gold top of the hookah he was smoakmg, and cut off some 
©fthebroad-cldth 6f ftlstent. It shocked hte 60*! to thitik, 
that he; whose frown* Wtfe death but in th« mdrniiig, should 
fcowbe s6 littte feared. He' called for hi* attendants, aiUT 
fcried; with' great eniptibtv, " Sure* thej see me dead." 
- However, with an* af>peafanc^ t)f Composure, 111 sained with 
the pan^i nefeit/bemdered thfc dtepdsiHfoA of bis aim}, awl 
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began hts march before day-break. Ours, after a most fa- 
tiguing march, from five in the evening, till one in the morn- 
ing, which was absolutely necessary, in order to be possessed 
ofrlassey town and grove before the enemy could reach it, 
baited in the grove till day-break $ when the Soubab's army 
appeared marching from their fortified camp before- mention- 
ed j and what with the number of elephants, all covered with 
gcarlet cloth embroidery, their horse, with their drawn swords 
glistening in the sun, their heavy cannon, drawn by vast trains 
of oxen, and their standards Hying, they made a grand and 
formidable appearance. And their disposition, as- well .as the 
regular manner in which they formed, seemed to speak great* 
er skill in war than we expected from them. But what avails 
pomp and parade, when the heart is not fired by. loyalty toiu 
prince, or love to its country ? 

At six in the morning, June. 23d, the enemy was discovered 
marching in a deep column from their old camp a between 
every body of four or five thousand was a part of their 
artillery. In this order they continued marching, as if they 
intended to surround us, as far as the river w&ld permit j 
but as soon as their rear was got, out of the camp, they baited, 
and a body of about fifty Frenchmen advanced in front of the 
rest, their officer calling out, in vain* for some of the Soubah's 
troops to* follow him :.. for* such was their mistrust of each 
other, that no commander dared to venture on .singly, for fear 
some other commander, suspected of attachment* to>ui, should 
fall on him. These advanced, under cover of an eminence, 
to within about five hundred paces of us,. and then began a 
general cannonading. Our little army was. at first drawn up 
without the bank which surrounded the grove, but we. soon 
.found such a shower of balls pouring upon us from their fifty 
pieces of cannon, most of which, were, thirty- two and twenty* 
four pounders,* that we retired nnder cover, of the bank, leav- 
ing twc«field pieces- without, whilst the other four kept playing 
.through the breaches in the bank. In this posture both ap» 
mies remained till about twelve, when a heavy shower of rain 
falling, the enemy's horse advanced,, as if they meant to take - 
advantage of it 5 but when they found ou¥ field-pieces kept 
firing, notwithstanding the rain, it checked their ardour. The 
rain ceasing, the cannonading continued tilt about four in the 
afternoon, when they began to retire to the old camp, their, 
artillery, marching in first. And . now we took notice of a 
large.body on our left, moving.in such a manner, as to make 
'it doubtful, whether their aim x was to possess themselves of 
the village w our left> or whether they, were friends, ana/, 
wanted to join. us. However,, as no signal had been agreed 
90* owing tp the miscarriage of a .messenger, whabad beer* 
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dispsfcchtelto vs in the morning by Meer Jaffier, we kept them 
at a' distance by our field pieces* YVhen all their artillery was 
got within the camp, Major Kilpatrick ■' moved forward with 
about two hundred Europeans and three hundred sespbj s, and 
possessed himself of the eminence, where the French had 
been, till they retired with* the rest* On- this motion, the 
enemy seemed inclined to come but again • on the plain ; but 
Colonel ;Clive ordering all our fire to be directed against their 
oxen and drivers, after, several attempts* they were obliged to> 
give over, and Bereral large bodies of horse began to advance 
on us, and take possession of an adjacent eminence ; but we 
presently observed their elephants unruly, and great confusion* 
amongst them. The Colonel conceiving this- the moment on 
-which the success of the day depended, immediately ordered > 
the eminence and their camp Xo be assaulted bytshe* advanced 
body and the. whole, army to* march forward. The* enemy- 
stood their- ground, at the eminence long -enough to receive a - 
general volley, when they faced about with great precipita^ 
t»on<r and some of their ammunition blowing up just as Colo- 
nel Clive was marching up .-to their camp, it put /them into 
such confusion, as made thenvincapable of resistance, and the ; 
rout became general.- Their camp, baggage, and cannon* 
all fell into our hands, and we continued the pursuit all nights 
Thus was this decisive victory obtained, with the trifling loss 
of about seventy men killed and wounded on our side, and. 
about five or six* hundred on the enemy's.- 

One great cause 4 of our. success was, that in -the very be* - 
ginning of the action,- we had the good fortune to kill Meev * 
Muddun, one of the Soubah*6 -best anckmost faithful officers > 
which struck such a terror into. him? that he sent for Meer 
Jaffier, threw his- turban at his feet, and told him, with a moss 
dejected countenance, " That it was he that must protect that 
turban*" Whether this moved Meer Jaffier's compassion, 00 
his politics were to save appearance^ with both parties, is un-r 
certain 5 but he did not offer to join us, only* wrote the Colo> 
nel a note, advising him to push forward, for that the battle 
Was more than half won.: in every; thing else he stood neuter 
during the. whole action*, 

Despondency had now. taken such possession *f the Sou* 
bah's *oul, that he left the field ajt four in tlte evening, or* 
an elephant, sod made such haste, that he was himself one 
of the first that carrieaMhe news of his defeat to the capital, 
which .he reached that night. Meer Jamer!s .troops retired 
slowly and regularly from the field -of action, marching wide 
of the rest of the Soubah's army, and halted a few miles from* 
us 4 . In the morning the Colonel sent Omar Beg, .and Mr« 
Sdafion* : to Meer Jamer. As soon as he saw the raessenv 
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geri, he advanced forward, with his ton, to meet item ; 
but was far from testifying that joy which migkt have; beeo 
expected : Probably, bred up 4n the treacherous court of Ally- 
Terde &bao, he harboured aome suspicion that tbe Colonel 
might resent his conduct, in not joining him ooaiforinably to 
iiis promises ; for afterwards, when the. guards drew ont to 
.receive him as he passed* he started, as if he thought it was 
all over with him ; nor did his countenance brighten up, till 
the Colonel embraced him, and saluted him Soubah of the 
-three provinces, advising him to hasten to tbe capital, to -pre* 
*ent its being plundered, and to assume the; title of Soubah, 
in which' he would support him with ail his force as Soon as 
possible. « We continued our joyful march towards the city> 
and had the pleasure to see the marks of our victory all through 
our route, the plains being covered with cannon* trains of 
oxen, broken carriages, wounded horse, a&d, among the rest, 
an elephant found dead, sixteen miles from the held of battle, 
with two sia*pouitd ^hot-lodged in his body. > 

Let us oow follow Seraje ad Dowlah. On his arrival at the 
city, he assembled all his great officers, to consult them on 
this unfortunate event : some advised him to deliver himself 
up to the Colonel, against whom he* had no hope of success, 
having been twice defeated by him. This, whieh was the 
most prudent advice, his shallow judgment^mistook for treach- 
ery. Others advia#d*him to opeoT his treasury to his army, 
and endeavour, by great rewards, to spirit them up to make 
another effort. He seemed to approve 'of this, immediately 
ordered ttyree -months pay to his army, and dismissed his coun* 
cil with assurances of his heading his troops again in the morn* 
ing. But, when left by himself, he suffered all the pangs ef 
adversity. His terri£ed imaginations represented every one 
that approached him as * traitor, that wanted to deliver him 
up. He abandoned himself to mV fears, '-and, Knowing not 
whom to trust, he disguised* himself in a moan dress, and stole 
out of a window in the dead of night, with'tio attendants but 
one faithful servant. ; 

• Before Meer Earner could enter the- palace, the. women had 
broke loose from their confinement, and -carried off jewels to 
an immense value ; while the soldiers had broke into the 
treasury; and carried away great sums of money. All was 
anarchy and confusion ; the frightened inhabitants stood in 
dreadful suspence expecting nothing but massacre -and deso- 
lation from a victorious army ; till the arrival of Mr. Watts 
and Mr. Walsh, eent forward by the Colonel, * and a procla* 
mation issued out, that Meer fluffier was appointed Soubah 
by Colonel "dive, turned their fears to agtonj&bmenr* 

* Tliis, wfch the news 'of4ftehak of our *rray on thfe 2&tbaod 
26th, restored tranquillity to the city. Meer J after, whether 
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conscious how little he had contributed to our success, or that 
a Mussulman could not conceive such moderation, when wte 
had the whole in onr power, still doubted . the reality of his 
exaltation, and it was with great difficulty that Messrs Watts 
and Walsh could prevail on him to act as Sou bah. 

On the 27th the Colonel entered the city, with two hundred 
Europeans., and five hundred seapoys, and took up bis quarters 
'at a palace near the Souhah's. Upon the Colonel's an ival, 
Juggut Sett, and several of the great men, anxious* for *beir 
fate, senjt their submission, with offers of large ' presents, whicji 
jthe Colonel ^refused, assuring; them he desired, nothing but 
their assistance in settling trie government. The nejet day 
Meer Jaffier visited the Colonel, ami accompanied him in 
great ppmp to Juggut Sett's house/ where ihey^ settled aO 
money affairs, v 

<}h the 2$h, tlje Calonef went 
m the presence of all the Rajahs a 
him to his tlyoue^ and/ in compli 
country, made his submission to 
ing him; with a few pieces of gpl 
by all the great men present.' 
assumed the title of Mohabiit Ju 
the three- provinces . - 

The first fruit of our success, was the rec 
lion sterJrag, which the Sonbah paid us o 
and was laden on board two hundred boat: 
that attended us in our march up, escorted 
from the army. As soon as they entered tl 
were joined by the boats of the squadron, 
formed a fleet of three hundred boats, wi 
drums beating, and -colours flyfhg, and exhil 
and Dutch, by whose settlements they \ 
different from what they had beheld the 'yew before, when the 
Nabob's fleet and army passed them, with the captive Eng- 
lish, and all the wealth and plunder of Calcutta. r 

M r hile we were £hus happy iu ou' -success, Seraje ad Dow- 
lah was travelling in ' disguise, like a miserable fugitive, to- 
wards Patna, where he hoped once more to appear in arms ; 
but being discovered bv the' Governor ©f Raj email el, Meer 
Jaflier's brother, he was surrounded ; and advice of it reaching 
the Soubah, he sent his son to take him prisoner, and bring 
bim to the chy, where he arrived; on the 4th of July at nighty 
unknown to the Colonel^ and < was> privately put to death by 
the order of Meer Jaffier/ who came in the morning to apolo^ 
gize for having taken such a «tep without consulting him. 
This account is given by Mr. Scrafton j but the letters whicl* 
passed between Admiral Watson and Seraje ad DowIah,and > 
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the account given by Lord Clive, giving further light into the 
•conduct on both sides, are the subject of the following sheets. 



LETTERS BETWEEN THE NABOB AND ADMIRAL 
, WATSON, &c. 

'Admiral Watsons Letter to Seraje ad Dowlah, Nabob of the . 

, Provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Qrissa. 

The King my master (whose name is revered among the 

monarch* of the world) sent me id these parts with a great 

fleet, to protect the East India Company's trade; rights, and 

privileges. The advantages resulting to the Mogul's domi r 

juoris from the extensive commerce carried on. by my master's 

subjects, are too apparent to need enumerating : how great 

fore, to hear you had marclied . against 

tories, with a large army, and forcibly 

;, seized and plundered their effects, 

ira of money, and killed great numbers 

's subjects f ' ,, . . * " 

bengal to re-estaoti$h the said Cdmpa- 

former factories and houses, and hope 

i restore them their ancient rights and 

ust^be sensible of the benefit of having 

'our coiwtry, J doubt not you will con?- 

asonable satisfaction for the losses and 

ed, and by that means put an arnica- 

and secure the friendship of my King, 

, and delights to act in equity. What. 

Iritannick Majesty's ,ship Kent, at Ful* 

$eraje ad PowljtKs Letter to Admiral Watson. 

• Jan. 23,1757. 

. You write me, that the King your master sent you into In- 
dia to protect the Company's settlements, trade, rights, and 
privileges : the instant I received this letter I ^entyou, an an- 
swer i but it appears to me that my reply never reached, you, 
for. which reason I write again, f rou^t inform you, that 
Boger Drake, the Comply Chief in .Bengal, acted contrary 
to the orders I sent him,, and encroached upon niy authority ; 
he gavejprotection to the King's subjects who absented them- 
selves, from the inspection of the Durbar, which practice I jfid 
"foibid, but to no purpose. .On this account I was determined 
Jp punish him, and accordingly expelled him my country : J>ut 
It was.niy inclination to have given the English Company per- 



Digitized 



by Google 



mission to have carried on their trade as formerly, bad another 
Chief been sent here :, for the good therefore of these provin- 
ces, and the inhabitants, I send you this letter ; and if you 
are inclined to re-establish the Company, pnly appoint a Chief, 
and you may depend upon my giving curnency to their com- 
merce upon the same terms as heretofore enjoyed. If the 
English behave themselves like, merchants, and follow my or- 
ders, they may rest assured of my favour, protection, and as- 
sistance, , ; • j ..'„' " -, .'•-. #t f , 
f The slave of AllumgKeeri King of Hindodstan, the eighty 
conqueror, the lanjD of riches, §hah Cooly Kfyan, the moat 
valiant amongst wamorai \ 

Admiral J^atsori 8 Answer. 

..,'.. Dated 27th of Jan.\7B7. 

Your letter of the; 23d of this month I this day received; 
it has given, me the greatest pleasure, as it informs me, 4i yofi }iad 
written to me before, a circumstance I am glad to be] assured 
of under your' band, as the not answering my letter would 
have been such an affront as 1 could not have put up with un- 
noticed, without incurring the anger of the King my master. 

You tell me in your letter, that the reason of jour expelling 
the English out of these countries was, the bad behaviour of 
Mr. Drake, the Company's Chief in Bengal. But,' besides, 
that Princes and Rulers of states, hot seeing with their own 
eyes, nor hearing with their own ears, are often misinformed, 
and the truth kept from them by the arts of crafty and wicked 
men, was it becoming the Justice of a Prince to punish all 
for one manYsalce* Or to ruin and destroy of many innocent 
people as had no way offended, but who, relying on the faith 
of the royal Phirmaund, expected protection and security both 
Jo their property and Fives, instead of oppression and murder, 
which' they unhap'pily found ? Are these actions becoming 
the justice of a Prince ? Nobody will say they are. They can 
only .then have been.. caused by wicked men, who. have mis- . 
represented things to yon through malice, or for their own 
private ends j for great Princes delight in acts .of justiee, and 
jn shewing mejcy. 

If therefore you are desirous of meriting the same ot* great 
Prince, ,mnd . lover Of justice, shew your abhorrence of these 
proceedings, by punishing those evil counsellors who advised 
them; cause, satisfaction to be made to the Company and to 
all others who have been deprived of their property, and by 
these acts turn off the edge of the sword, which is ready to 
Fall on the heads of your subjects. 

If you have any caust of complaint against Mr, Drake, as 
}$jsbut Just the tygster' ajlone should have a power over his 
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ttfrnmt, fend ybttf complaints to the Cofypatiy, artd I t^Tl! an* 
Blrer for it they will give you satisfaction. ' 

Although I am a soldier as well as you, I had rather receive 
satisfaction from your own inclination to do justice, tlian be 
obliged to force it from you by the distress of year innocent 
subjects. 

^. » WleNdbobtllbplp. 
You have taken and plundered Hoogly, and made war upon 
toy subjects : these are not actions becoming Merchants! I 
have 1 , therefore, left Nfoorshtidabad, and am arrived near Hoog* 
ly \ I am likewise crossing the river with mt army, part of 
which is advanced towards your camp. . Nevertheless, if you 
have a mind tq hove the Company's brismes? settled upon its 
ancient footing, and to give a . currency to . their tiajJe ; seod 
fc peteon of consequence 1 to me, who can make your demands* 
#nd treat wfth me upon this afcair. I shalfnot scruple to 
£raht a Purwannafr foif the restitution* of aff the Company '& 
factories; atad pertmi ttiem to trade in my country upon the 
same Arms as' formerly. If the fcnglisli Who are' settled in 
those provinces wilf behave like merchants, obey my orders, 
hnd give me no' offence, Vou may* depend upon it I will take 
their loss into consideration, and adjust matters to their Sa- 
tisfaction. You know how difficult it is to prevent soldiers 
from plundering in war ; therefore if you Will; On your parts, 
Relinquish something of the damages you have sustained by 
teing pillaged by my army, I will endeavour to give you sa- 
tisfaction even in that particular, in order to gain your friend- 
Ship, and preserve a good Understanding for the future with 
your nation. You are a Christian, and know how much pre- 
ferable it is to accommodate a dispute, Chan to keep it alive j 
but if you are determined to sacrifice the interest of youf 
Company, and the good of private merchants* to yo\ir incli- 
nations for war, it is no fault . of mine: to prevent the fatal 
consequence of such a ruinous war^ I write this letter.. 
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ments of my heart ; and I hope you will inform him of your 
disposition towards me. The articles which were sent to me, 
I have returned, signed by myself, the King's Dewan, my own 
Dewan, and the Rukhsby of rny army. I should be glad if 
you would, confirm this treaty by a paper under your hand 
and seal, as the Colonel has done. I have, in the most solemn 
manner, called God and the Prophets to witness, that I have 
made peace with the English. As long as I have life, I shall 
cis teem your enemies as enemies to me, and will assist you ta 
the utmost of my power whenever you require it. Do you 
likewise, and the Colonel, and the Chiefs of the English factory, 
' swear, in the presence of the Almighty God, to observe and 
perform your part of the treaty, and to esteem my enemies 
as your own, and always be ready to give me your assistance* 
against them : and, though you may jiot come yourself,! flatter 
myself, you will send the aid I shall at any time ask for. God 
is the witness between us in this treaty/" 

<€ God and his Prophets are witnesses, that X never will de- 
viate from the terms of the treaty I have now made with the 
English Company, and that I will on all occasions shew them 
my favour, relying on your fakh to observe inviolably y.our r 
part of the treaty." 

The Nabob's Letter to Admiral Watson. ■ 
€C To put an end to the hostilities in my country and do~- 
minions, I consented and agreed to the treaty of peace w}th> 
the English, that" trade and commerce might be carried on as- 
formerly ; to which treaty you have agreed, and a firm accom- 
modation between us is settled and established : you have- 
sent me ah agreement under your own hand and seal, not to 
disturb the tranquillity of my country ; but it now appears that- 
you have a design to besiege the French factory near Hoogly, 
and to commence hostilities- against that nation.- This is con? 
trary to all rule and custom, that you should bring y#ur ani- 
mosities arid differences into my country \ for it has never been 
known,' since the days of Tirador, that the Europeans made 
war upon one another within the King*s dominions. If you 
are determined to besiege the French factories, I shall be 
necessitated, in honour and duty to my King, to assist them 
with my troops. You seem inclined to break the treaty so • 
lately concluded between us ; formerly the Marhattas infested 
these dominions, and for many years harrassed the country 
with war, but when the dispute was accommodated, and a 
treaty of peace with that people concluded, they never broke 
it> nor will they ever deviate from the terms of the said treaty. 
It is a wrong and wicked practice, to break through and pay 
tooregard to treaties wade in the most solemn foamier ; yow 
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•re certainly bound to abide by your part of the treaty strictly, 
and never to attempt, or be the occasion of any troubles or 
disturbances m future, within the provinces under my Juris- 
diction. I will, on my part, observe most punctually what I 
have promised and consented to. 

*' I will maintain and preserve, on my part, the treaty of 
peace I have made with the English, which, with the pernuV 
» to a of God, I hope will continue for ever ; you may have 
heard, that for seven yeara we had constant wan* with the 
Marhattas ; but when a treaty of peace was concluded with 
them, they strictly * observed the terms, and never deviated 
from them. Jt is but just aod reasonable, that your nation 
should. pay regard to the late treaty, and commit no hostilities 

. in my country, nor disturb its tranquillity with any differences 
that may subsist between you and other European powers.*' 

To this the Admiral sent the following Bfeply, dated (be 
21st of February, 1757. 

" Your letter of the 1 9 th I was honoured with this morning ; 
and observe that you disapprove of our committing hostilities 

•against the French settled in these province. Hpd I ima- 

fmed.it would have given you any umbrage, I should never 
ave entertained the least thoughts of disturbing . the tran- 
quillity of your country, by acting against that nation within the 
Ganges $ andam.aow ready to desist from attacking their 
•factory* ,or committing other hostilities against them in these 
provinces., if they will consent and agree to a solid treaty of 
neutrality ; and if you, as Saubahdar of Bengal, will, under 
ypur hand, guarantee this treaty and promise to protect the 
English from any attempts made by that nation against our 
settlements during my absence. I am. persuaded you havp 
heard of no people in the world who pay a stricter regard to 
their word, and to the faitn of treaties, than the .English > and 
I do sincerely assure you, that I will inviolably preserve the 
peace we have concluded with you 5 and I dare answer for the 
Colonel and the Company's representatives, that they will no£ 
attempt to infringe any par.t of it, 

"I have ratified the late* treaty between you and Xhe JEngli&h* 
jvith my hand'and seal : and I now repeat my assurance, made 
in the presence of God, and Jesus Christ, that I maintain and 
preserve, inviolably my part of the said treaty, not doubting 0/ 
your sincerity in performjpg such articles as. you have consent- 
ed to. I likewise promise, that I will not disturb the tran- 
quillity ,of your country, by committing any hostilities again&Jt 
the French, provided you will he answerahle for their bbserfr 
auce of a strict neutrality with us/ r 

The French, by the prevailing power of corruption, had 
gained some of .the couf tiers, and they so influenced the N*t 
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boh, that, without .waiting for the above answer; to his letter 
of the, 1 9th, on the 20th he, sent another letter lk> -the AdmwaL 

" The letter I wrote to you yesterday, 1 imagine you have 
received ; since which I have been informed, by the French 
Vakeel, that five or. six additional 'ships of war have arrived 
in the river, and that more are expected. He represents, like- 
wise, that you design commencing hostilities .agairmt me and 
my subjects again, as. soon, as the raios are over. This jsnofc 
acting agreeable to the character of a true soldier, and a maa 
of honour, who never violate their words. If you are sincere 
in the treaty concluded with me, send, your, ships of war out 
of the river, and abide s ted fasti y by your agreement ; I will not 
fail in the observance of the treaty on my part. I* it becoming 
or honest to begin a war, after concluding the peace so lately 
and solemnly. ? The Marhattas are bound by no gospel, yet 
they are strict obs.er.vers of, treaties : it will, therefore, be mat- 
ter pf great astonishment, an,d hard to be believed, if you, who 
are enlightened with the gos,p$l, should not remain firm, and 
preserve the treaty you have, ratified; in . the presence of God 
and Jesus Christ/' 

To this the Admiral repUed, in a Letter dated the 25th of 
February, 1757. 

" Your letter of the 20th instant I recti? ed two days ago ? 
but being just Jn the height of my dispatches for England, I 
was not able, to answer it till now. I know not how to express 
to you my astonishment, at .finding myself taxed with having 
a design to break the peace, on so slight a foundation aa a, base 
fellow's having dared to . tell .you so, without any one action 
of mjne beipg produced to support so extravagant . and impu- 
dent an accusation, which has not the least shadpw of proba* 
btfity to render it creditye» You tell me, " It.is unworthy the 
^charac^r of a soldier, and a man of honour, to violate theic 
words !" In what single instance, since, my being. here,. have 
I acted so unworthily as to make, you think me capable i of vio-» 
lating mine ? Yqui^eif can answer for me, /' In pope." l$y, 
dealing with you hath always been full of that, frankness and 
sincerity, for which my countrymen are remarkable throughout 
the known world.; From you, Sy:, I expect justice on that base 
jnarvwho has dared fak.ely *° acc use me, and to impose upon 
you,. In the mean time,. I have complained to the French of 
their Vakeels behaviour,; who have promised me to write to 
you their knowledge of the falsity, of his accusation, Yoq ma,y 
rest, assured, that I willafpaja religiously observe., the peaces 
and J teg you to .believe, that.pepple. who, raise repprjts to thg 
contrary, can only do it to create jealousies, which they hope 
will break, the, fne^dsfcip tfvey>are sorry to see, between ns.^ 
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Notwithstanding the Nabotf had by this time sent a body of ' 
troop9'to assist the French, he sent the following letter to the 
Admiral. 

The Nabob to the Admiral. 
"" The letter you wrote me about the French affair, I have 
received and perused : you may depend upon it, that I neither 
have, nor will, assist the French. If they begin any troubles, 
or commit any hostilities in my territories, I will oppose them 
with my whole force, and punish them very severely. I was 
informed you designed to attack Chandernagore, which made 
me write to you what I thought was reasonable and just, 
upon that head. The forces I sent down were to guard and 
protect the King's subjects, and not to assist the French. If 
the purport of my letter has been the occasion ofjrour desisting 
from the attack of Chundernagore, it gives me great satisfac- 
tion. " I have written to the French, likewise, What I thought 
was proper, in order to make them apply for a* neutrality : I 
suppose they will act conformably. I will send a person of 
consideration to bring me the treaty you may conclude with 
them, and will order it to be registered in my books. Assure 
yourself that I have no other design or inclination, than to live 
upon terms of good understanding and friendship with the 
> English. By the grace of God, 1 never intend to do any thing 
that you will not esteem just -, this rely upon, and do not ex- 
pect a failure. Do you likewise, remain fixed to your treaty 
and word, and give no credit to the reports of people of no 
consideration or figure : if you have any thing to write about, 
please to address me, and no body else ; I w*R always send 
you a fair and unreserved answer. 

" The van of the King of Dehli's army is advancing towards 
the provinces ; upon this intelligence I design marching to- 
wards Patna to meet them. If at this critical juncture you 
will be my friend, and send me assistance, I will pay your 
foices a lack of rupees monthly, While they remain with me. 
Send me an immediate answer." 

The Admiral to the Nabob. 

4t I this moment received your letter, which gives me the 
greatest satisfaction. L had a suspicion, from your so easy 
crediting French reports, that you entertained a partiality for 
that nation/ to the prejudice of mine, your letter has removed 
all my doubt*, so that henceforward I shall rely with confidence 
on your friendship, and every day study to give you the strong- 
eat proofs of mine. 

•'The ready obedience J paid to your desire, in not attack- 
ing the French, will, I persuade, myself convince you that 
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nothing but the strongest necessity could make me again apply 
to you on that subject. I beg you will give your most serious at- 
tention to what I am going to say :— Immediately on the receipt 
of one of your past letters, I not only gave over all thoughts 
of attacking the French, but invited them to enter into a treaty 
of neutrality, and to send people here to settle the terms ; but 
judge what must have been my surprize, when, after they 
were in. some manner settled, the French deputies owned that 
they had no ^power to secure to us the -observance of the 
treaty, in case any commander of theirs should come with a 
greater power after my departure ! Yott are too reasonable* 
not to see, that it is impossible for me to conclude a treaty 
with a people who have no power to do it, and which, besides^ 
while it ties my hands, leaves those of my enemies at liberty 
to do me what mischief they can. They have also for a long 
time reported, that Monsieur Bussy is coming here with * 
great army. Is it -to attack us? You are going to Patna-* 
you ask the assistance of our forces, Can we with the least 
degree of prudence march with you, and leave our enemies 
"behind us ? You will be then too far off to support us, and 
we shall be unable to defend ourselves. Think what can bo 
done in this situation. 1 see but one way. Let us take Chan* 
dernagore, and secure onr*elres against any apprehension* 
from that quarter, and then we rriii assist you with every mail 
In our power, .and go with, von even to Debit, if you will. 
Have we not sworn reciprocally, that the friends and the enemies* 
of the one should be regarded as such by the other ? and will 
not God, the avenger ofperjury, punish u§, if wo do not fuIJii 
Our oaths ? What can I say mote * Let mo request, too favour- 
of your speedy answer. • 

" You tell me the van ef the King ef DteMFs) amy is ad*- 
dancing towards these provinces, and that yew ate going 
towards flatua to meet them ; in consequence of which, you* 
*Sk me fcb be your friend, and give yon afefcttanofc Have wo 
not afretufy sworri a friendships Put it into my power 
to assist you, fry yielding to my request* and you shaH find L 
wilt support you to the of treat of my ability. Believe me, 
and most assuredly you will not be deceived.' ifymr doobt 
«no,.lofelf baisk mtdaft flty eWings towards you, and 'judge 
fcem them. ' ! esteem* yon now to be sudi a <fr<4nd to>Yny t>s> 
tton, that I think H Would be doing injustice to yem* good in* 
etinatioft tbwtrds me tokeet> any occurrence from yettr* knowledge, , 
therefore I take this easiest opportunity to tell yeo> the trdopk 
which shoifM hate osmonfere with me, asm now arrived in tho 
♦ivfcr; a 'tefWftfrifStanctf that "will be twnoietal to jOttf interest j^, 
if Joowitt teu^fte tfte t&m# of toaklngkao^ 
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A few days after this, the Admiral's favourable 'sentiment* 
of the Nabob were entirely changed ; he was convinced that 
lie had entered into a private negociation with the French, 
and was determined to support them, even with his whole 
force, while every article of his treaty with us remained un- 
fulfilled. He, therefore, on the 4th of March, sent the follow 
iog letter. 

The Admiral to the Nabob, 

"I answered your letter of the 20 th of last month some 
4iays past j I suppose you have, ere now, received it, and are 
-thereby fully convinced of the falsehood of the French Va- 
keel's informations, of my intention to break the peace. 

" If you still want farther proofs of the sincerity with which 
I made it, and the desire I have to perserve it, you will find 
Ahem in my patience , which has not only suffered your part 
of the treaty to be thus long unexecuted, but has even borne 
with your, assisting my enemies the French with men and mo* 
*ney, contrary to your faith, pledged to me in the most solemn 
manner, "That my enemies should be your's." 

" Is k thus that soldiers and men of honour never violate 
their word ? But it is time now to speak plain : if you are 
really desirous of preserving your country in peace, and your 
(Subjects from misery and rain, in ten days from the date of 
this, fulfil your part of the treaty in every article, that 1 may 
jiot have, the least cause of complaint} otherwise, remember, 
you must answer for the consequences j and, as I have always 
acted the open, unreserved part, in all my dealings with you, 
J now acquaint you, that the remainder of the troops, which 
should have been here long since, and which, I hear, the Co* 
lonel v told you he expected, will be at Calcutta in a few days j 
4hat in a few days morel shall dispatch a vessel for more 
ships and troops ; and that I will kindle such a flame in your 
< Country, as pll the water in the Ganges shall not be able to 
■extinguish. t Farewell: Remember that he promises you this, 
oprho never,yet broke his word with Any man whatsoever.'* 

The Admiral, on the Atktf If arch, received bom the Nabob 
,4he following Aower : , 

"I fcave already answered, the letter yon wrote me same 
-days ago,, < Be so kind as to consider the purport of what I 
.wrote* and aend me a speedy reply*. I am fixed and deter* 

£ lineal to abide by the terms of the treaty we have concluded, 
ut have been obliged to defer the execution of the articles* 
*>n account of the Hooly, during which holidays my, Bapians 
>nd Ministers do not attend the Durbar. As soon as that is 
over, I will strictjiy comply with every thing I have signet). 
y<?u are aensible there is no avoiding this delay, and I flatter 
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myself it will not bethought much o£ It is not my custom 
to break any treaty I make, therefore be satisfied that I will 
not endeavour to evade that which I have made with the 
English. I rely on your friendship and bravery, in giving 
me the assistance I asked, against the van of the Pattan army, 
who are advancing this wa*y ; and that you will oblige me with 
m compliance to the request I made in my last letter. What 
' shall I say more. 

" I beg you will to sensible of my sincerity. I promise you 
in the most faithful manner that I will never break or in* 
fringe ray part of the treaty I have made with your nation." 
Inclosed in this letter came a small paper with these lines : 
*' This you may be sure of, that if any person or persons 
attempt to quarrel with you, or become your enemies, I have 
sworn before God that I will assist you. I have never given 
the French a single cowry ; and what forces of mine are at 
Hoogly, were sent to Nundcomar, the Foujdar of that 

Flace. The French will never, dare to quarrel with you ; and 
persuade myself that you will not, contrary to ancient cus- 
tom, commit any hostilities within the Ganges, or in the pro* 
vinces of which I am Soubahdar." 

The Admiral received also from the Nabob another letter, 
dated the 10th of March, 1757. . 

" Your obliging answer to my letter I have received, where- 
in you write, th*t your suspicions are at an end ; and that,* on 
the receipt of my letter, you forbore attacking Chandernagore, 
and sent for their people to make peace, and wrote out the 
terms of agreement j but when they were about signing them, 
they declared, that if they signed the articles, and any other 
commander should arrive, they could not be answerable for 
his adhering; and that on this account there was no peace; 
You also write, many other particulars, of which I am well 
acquainted. It is true, if it is the custom of the French, that 
if one man makes an agreement, another will not comply with 
it, what security is there? My forbidding war upon my bOr* 
ders, was because the French were my tenants, and upon this 
affoir desired my protection* On this I wrote to you to make 
peace, and no intentions had I of assisting or favouring them. 
You have understanding and generosity $ if your enemy with 
an upright heart claims your protection, you will give bun his 
fife, but then yon must be well satisfied of the innocence of 
his intentions % if not, whatever you think right, that do. I 
am firm to my agreement, and look upon your enemies as my 
own ; which I shall never* swerve from* Daily oar friendship 
will increase." 
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CHANDERNAGORE TAKEN FROM THE FRENCH. > 

Colonel Clive, the latter end of February, 1757> left his camp 
near Calcutta, and crossed the Ganges, which was equally 
convenient either to commence hostilities against the French, 
or to join the Nabob against the Pat tan forces 5 but the in- 
tentions both of the Nabob and the French being very ma- 
nifest, on the 8th of March he turned his face towards Chan* 
dernagore, and on the 13th he invested it. On the 14th tt}e 
ienenly sallied out ; in which affair Captain Coote greatly sig- 
nalized himself, and soon after made them retreat j on this 
they quitted their outer works, and became masters of the 
town, and the batteries in and about it, with very little loss \ 
and the enemy, by this means, were shut tip within their fort. 

As soon as every thing was in readiness 60 board the fleet, 
and the ships cleared of thek superfluous stores, they moved 
up the river with the flood-tides. To the great mortification 
of the French (who had flattered themselves that it would be 
impracticable for us to bring* up our largest ships,) oh tfoe I8ttk 
the Kent, Tyger, and Salisbury appeared in sight of the fort, 
and then, turning the .point of Chandernagore reach, anchored 
on the 19th off the Prussian octagon, from whence we had a full 
view of the town and fortifications. As soon as we came to 
an anchor, the French threw a shell, and fired a shot or two, 
to |ry if they could reach our ships, but they fell short. 

The preparations for the attack of this place bad unavoida- 
bly been carried on so openly, that it was impossible they 
should be kept a secrSt from the Ftebcn, who had therefore- 
made use of every possible method to frustrate our design. 
Just above the fort of Chanderhagore, there was a large bank. 
of sand, which made' the passage very narrow : td block ug 
this channel, they had sunk three ships loaded with ballast j 
the masts of which, however, appeared above water, Threi& 
4>ther. large ships lay at anchor above the fort 2 these, it wal 
^re-sjups to be sent dowii with th'e 
n in the middle of the night, lli<& 
d to be beforehand with them; ajiil 
boats of the ships should go up, a& 
a, and endeavour to cut their cables* 
ie, and they at) drove upon the sandg. 
that the crews belonging to tho&eV 
to reinforce the garrison, 
would probably have tafteta place the 
fea in the river been at all 'favourable^ 
fortUnatel^for us, thejt sferved either^ 
too early in the morning, or too late in the afternoon. This\ 
circumstance obliged the Admiral to postpone the attack fea 
two or three days. la the mean time be sent Lieutenant Key 
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with a£ag of truce to <the Governor, demanding a surrender: 

of the place 5 which he politely, but absolutely refused to give 
up. Mr. Key having observed, as he passed < between Ahe 
teasels* masts', which were sunk in the-chaaiieL of the river* 
thAtttbeir hulls were not deep under water, .Mr* John Dela« 
nttfte, a brave and . active officer; and Who was master on. 
board the- Admiral's ship, was the? next day sent txraound 
them; -and, notwithstanding ail Mtbe. efforts ©f. the 4nemytfr 
interrupt him> by . an incessant firing of their cannon* he 
brought back the agreeable, news, that; there was room for cut 
ships to pass with safety between them y but besides tfcewfb* 
attraction which we eapected to meet with from tbesd sunken 
Teasels, the French had taken care to erect, two batteries of 
heavy cannon, to render this narrow pass still more difficult 
and darigerous. One of these was constructeoVin . the< form of 
a half- moon, and lay on the very, brink of the river, within* 
sausket-sbot of the sunken vessels $ the other was afascme* 
battery oa the glacis of the fort* atao'.waa intended so, nahe our* 
strips lore and aft* Thecaaaanosy their, sout^ bastion- eouUfc 
also be brought to sure dowKbthe riveR -H *' 
- Thedispowti^nmi^'for ati»cking theibrtwas as foHowac 
3*he 'Tyger ,tvaa fro* bo ptaoed against .ther north-east bastion ;i 
she Kent egaiasto the curiaia, between the bastions opposite* 
the ga*en ami toe Salisbury against the S0uth»«a*t bastioto* 
Befoeti we began the. ettack, it Wiis: judged aftndbt^ Inecesiary 
tJuuV Gatotttl Olive- shfoiki erect, a: battery . on *be side of thev 
siver» to ire on the south face of tta enamraV south <*east bas-v 
tiwn\ and,* in: case/ of an. obatinate! vesssf aacev sbat *w* might 
taeatiH, that bastion by a Cross fine frota the ships, ;atuft teota 
thi» intend^lihtteiji. Iteeparafcpns \fcrjej;arfeuca^i^;Djatfc* 
fortius purpose*, but,; before they ofrihibe curried.' iottfe^b* 
eutian,. toe army werb obbgedjtk oaakorthamseW^ mastersjrif 
the .hatf-mooiv bajbteryi whicharbhey* cHftr/ristni^atrgailasitrsi) 
driving Ahe enemy's troops before<theiri>infa*b«rfeifc.w \et\3 bna 
, Ad things being; -ready>dQ9 sbt *2d ther ^Atiroirabfappebredi 
eatreaeely anxious* to! bogbu thenattssrk^rhut the *ffoouVtuifer ha 
tbe'afteraoQn was sorer? .'late,, 'the-saipto could not poisibip 
ba pfaead in, their proper station* i<wnViie rthepe was sriffiofent 
feyftHghtttadh^oton^^^ therefore, would have 

tadaigfastadvsmtageiotfeifud;, for ithough.theyto^htsmsere tad 
dark far aato.sUfltinguishithee»rbaisdreB:af r tbeic fattiBciaifena* 
yfeft they eojuW'tplajinlyr«eftilbe;hoHs olojie shipsjuavhiih iwouia 
tuwtfotnso near*he*fciit,!that a* ahofcking <cke*s^oThitftil bsrit 
be*,ri, made ataottgst <4betc. crawj nTbaCr another *4A% bond 
a5er^mighit,ndt«be>.lost>(tbe» 'Admirahqtbc[4rfrtsj> (evetaifcgy*v* 
40red,iighU ; to-be placed 'in ile rotate olJtbh i - y ej a o la ttbat had 
bhi^iisttuav dvityJriinds t&iritotihdfotjj^mbwtyta* 

o a 
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hafar t<rpa* between- them** Kttk Oefoite otoysliglify ftho 1 AvfthV 
aoti>ebi^jdi8corer0d' by the>efcaaiy:if' c t l-i! .'• w ; r ■ * <m j o 
6iAtilea]|^tb('oiiitb^<(norning of che-Slkl Marehi tbe'smps get^' 
tmgiandgr ml^tteiOntertek's bwttery; winch bad Mew tfhhmedr 
Wii6ti »e1ead^l!,ibegtfnitifein£ apt* tbe *owtb-»eadt <fett?ttai; 
Theityge* vrosh AotaiW'Boooe'k* fl*5f - flying/ trade tfie*te*tlp 
dnd.ftbotit sbr^d'ctocki ii»f;the> ftiorning go^-awy Jwell' fa urhefi 
attttomtfenertJi-eae6i>a*ion':Mtue K«tt«^^ivh: Admiral Wat- 
aoh'Vftag; qmtktyfoUowediiel* 5 butt* before i&liev.ebiikl reach 
berjpro^ee station, *ta*tide bf ebb inildaada^n^ttfe riveri whidH 
etianjafoeel: he* : atioher ;• to drag 5 so ttittibrftm *hebrpagHfc 
vpV ska but fallen abreast of the «so»th »east* bastion, the piaee 
tonese the SaHabiiry shotitd 'have been/ and, ifronilier mainmftat 
aft;- alich was •exposed to tbe flask gun* of the s6uth~weet {la**- 
tion also; This accident of the- Kern's anchor not holdings 
fest, jan<fr her driving 'down into the Salisbury's^ station, threw! 
tans last ehip. oat olaotion, to -the great mortification ef the* 
fieptainy officers, and erew $ lor she never had it in* her power 
to. fire . a team, unless it; was nowatid then; when sbe<*o« : W 
sheer on the tide. The French, during the at bok tinier of the 
Kent and Tjr geris HpJ)«o(fch fowariis theiibrt, nkopt iifpi aterri- 
bjecaanAnatte wjXHvtheos, without resistance*©**' vheir parts f 
hut aa soon,. <as' end ships 'cam* property to' an anebot/ they 
setarned hjwrth <a«ch>fbryv as sstoftished tbei> ddtfersamsv ' 

Cefemei iHwe'a teobpsfat the' same 1 time got iirtotbosw bouse* 
which were nearest the fort, and from thenae gfeatiy aunopea? 
tbe enemy wit& their mi* ketry* f fhe <fiwe now feeeanie gewe** 
ral on bath «de8,%«nd was kept up with «xtv*fti«£navy spfritt 
TliB'fankwgiattV-df ;tha sooth* weart bastion ff ailed lhe"Ken€ 
YerysauiieJfe 9 1 aaaMtbe *Ad nwraiPg aipVde- camps : being Mi MWbusjtk 
aaV Mr. s Watson werit > down- himself td Meutemnfc jWUKtftti 
BareretofKi < wb« eoTwtiandech the* tower- deck battery* notf or* 
a>teatlln>«i fWtibrfatlij*) tos.tfireoti his fircagainrtthoteff ttna ^ 
and they w^fe^ardmgr^«»oa^afi€r«kdi, sileoced* -At eigtt* 
jir itbeqmdmin^ /several jof she ewernyfc. elan atKuek the Kant 
aft die same ! time ? - ; aSnev: mttereaf; near': the* fwQtmmt,. and «ep 
fittto totto orithm tiqr<y-twl) ,p«rindc«rtr*dges of g**a powdery 
gaifbeboyaiwldKtbdat ui4teirUwrjdta-e*dy to efcarge ihegqrftU 
^By'iibe expJoeW; ttie wodftaeta'/ andibthar iaws* ttofl^tt** 
fire between-, «ieeks,< aerfithe: wh»l*^ shift Was '» ttlad-Witaf 
gjnttkapthafathe irieh ia*thefv> cottfoti6rt'<cri&d'0t&, she* wa* 0*? 
Itreotn rfhieKgiifnrerfs stOTe^reom'jsrfaia^ffing/^ 
$m^tytjrfron^d»3iba^i Wtate an shall tJha^'iictaaiJy fatten to* 
hwei [Faj»«dsiinr»stt»ie¥a pwikiantb^tbe igtenmt part' ofdnV 
erow^abdi/i) awttt jadlprfdioniAf rhetpare*hole»'int»tlieiboat» 
that wsate aieaaaaiia^itle ship/: Thef^andv )^eut>yr smf thifc 
^OftJ^^oavbuaatlJh^^ntpxa^ jnhMlaiug USo ttkoitbeMadr 
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rsjftagevkept up as hot a fire as passible upon her flaring the 
whole time. Lieutenant Brereton,- however, with the assist* 
loce of seme other brave-- men; soon extinguished the fire j 
and then running to.'th* ports, 'he begged* the seamen to coma 
in again, upbraiding' them fist, deserting their quarters r.oufc 
finding* this .had ho effect upon them, he tbooght the mora 
certain method of succeeding would be to strike them with a 
sense of shame, and therefore loudly exclaimed* " Are you 
Britons,- are you Englishmen, and fly from danger ? for shame* 
for shame .!*' This reproach had the. desired effect j to a man, 
they immediately returned into <the6&if>, repaired to their quae* 
WrSi^and renewed a spirited :firai on the enemy, 
• In. abeut three hours fnorn the commencement of the at* 
tack, the parapets of the north and south bastions were aU 
most beaten down ; the guns were mostly dismounted $ and 
We coiito plainly see fedra .'the main-top of the Kent, that tha 
Wins: free) the : parapet, had entirely blocked up those few 
guns which, otherwise m%htibave been fit for service. We 
eould easily discern too,jjthaa there had- been a great slaughter 
among the <, enemy ; who, finding that our fire against them 
sather increased, hung out the white flag : whereupon a 
cessation of hostilities, took place, and tha Admiral -sent 
Lieutenant Beereton (tha only «c^misatoii> officer on board 
4ie Kent that was not killed t>r wounded), aad Captain Coote, 
of > the King's regiment, with a. .flag of truce to the fort} 
w/bcteoon retamed>accompaaiedby; the Franoh governor a son^ 
with aatkde* oi capitulation : which fceing settled by the Ad* 
jB?n*i; a*d Cotaej AM*, /tb*> sooa - aites took possession of 
4h* piaee. ; ' . * - 

ij6NTlNUATI0N OF TH£ t C^ESPdNDENCC BS* 
yjftSGH AfrW&Al) WAJ^QN AND^fiaAJB Ap: 

Admiral W^m* {4 *£* Jy«fa*. 

rnt W m. ''!•■•, , 10 jfi, .. : V1V .-:'.,; | 2C/A J/«r^ I7$Z< 
•I*' 1 PWi.fljft "SPW (M||sejeraVot..your: letters, which * 

Jrould tave f p4id.4He ^JpenJfjpii to, and answered immediate^ 
ad not tjhej^v^ce I,ca^ne,J}ere. 41 pon engagea 1 .all my time. ? l 
tope you- wijl a#ce|H; ttus^-aje^on^Ie excuse* £w.itty Jomj 
ajte^c^ : I ,liajie npW tfte, pWure^Uv acquaint Y^m .thai .on 



tfcing of Gqd>t and, fhe happy influence of your,, /o/ tunc 
u<H^ sub^ue^and. t*W /possession/ of the Frepch 
M?ff jW • e ^ 1 9! es pfwonera, , except & , sroulLiiumber, 

men' to seize "them j and I persuade, myself you will no 
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not be 
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displeased at this step, since I have given tbe strictest orders 
not to molest or disturb any of your subjects* 

« I have often declared to you my unalterable < resolution of 
strictly adhering to the .treaty made betweeous; and, a*we 
have sworn reciprocally > that the enemies of either should be 
esteemed the enemies of bof& I hope, by your favour, the 4 
enemies I have now remaining, wilt be delivered into ray hands,' 
together with their effects. ». .•-•., 

"The moment I received your letter, complaining -of Mr* 
Drake's having addressed himself to M aoickehand in a >tnanne* 
displeasing to Jou> I wrote toMr. ©rakevand desired he woetft 
make an apology to you, for the expressions he had mad* 
use of to Manickchund 5 which he* has . dene, and h hdpe you 
ere satisfied therewith : you may rest asset ed, you will bare* 
no cause of such complaint for the ^future. •- .• »».« • * 

"I observe by your letter <#j>the<22d of tmwinoBrth, that 
you were under a necessity of sending your brother,' Rajal* 
Roy Dallubsaro Behader, into; toe* Jtodwaw ^country, to col* 
leet the reveoues,iwnich Maniokoweed excused -himself from* 
• paying : as you- have - given, me' your woreV that thir is the 
purpose of hh march, tejs not ia the' power ofeny artful, de«? 
signing peracm to make. roe* believe the ceetraey ; • and, writ 
%ill be * evermore my first principle te^pim&oas'ani establish! 
the friendship made between as, I shallibe«very'ca*ok)^i>ow"§ 
;ive credit to any idle stories, nendiag to bseafcthe 'n*i*y, wfcidh) 

• hope will endure' for ■■ eves •• between yoe and the ' fittgWsb/ 
I am sensible out - nation has many y etomje* at yam* feourt f 
but, a* yeo are a.wiseaad prudent Prmoe, ixhope yoe-w4ttint 
time discover all the wickedness of those, who, by asserting 
for positive truths what have- appea red to be notorious false* 
hoods, ha; 
know your 
you will* be 

person in whom I corrftdfe-wiil Wsent to- you: receive what 
he may say, as my, scptiments; al\4^ e assured you shall not. 
be p!e#»iv$d.. WftaJt can f say rtidre F' •' ,,rt ^ 

This letter not producing the desired effect, and being toe 
tifce <WH5bb>iitH MMIB: rrtfenflohs ^'hia 



well cohvinceqj th __ r _.__ __ T ._ _„...._ „,__„„ T . 7 ..__ 

breast) for, instead of d'tffterro^ ufa-lie -cotrespohded ' witK 
and protected 6ur>l^r^h i eneniies^ n the- Admifal- a^dressed^ . 
another letter tottiw-'daWtt*^*^ MafcW; Wlff 1 ;". 
' uU l K nave alreatijf mrorhVed ' Von ' jt>f our conqirest' ^Cfis^fldry 
$a&dre, arid making tllttreTrWch'bur^ 
fugitives who fled up the river /'after whottV; \\otd yoti; l hajct 
sent sonie arrned mtirHn boats? v f aWfeoVrV t srroirW'be crtt- 
der tire necessity' of **e tiding ydn anp'tHef l&ttefj^t BMrtfijg 
received infbrniation' tnat yotl have hbtWtetWr^AM'Vour 
t>»i ,-j«; am am \sjafiu & ,.■*•».. j i fc;:>; e i^tadr oMoa 6J n^ui 
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agreement, I must take leave to acquaint you* ttiat, from the, 
repeated promises you have' made, ' of keeping, your word 1 
Sn every respect, I now expect you will act cohfamably 
to the oath you h*ve taken before God trad your prophet, and 
comply immediately with all the articles of the treaty.' ifbli*? 
▼er also the cannon to* Mr. Watts; which yfmnow have belongs 
teg to the Compafy, and strictly keerjf to the oath we have r 
both swdrn, of Hvfng in friendship, 1 and 1 Esteeming each other's" 
enemies our own 5 and deliver up into my hands all th'^ French; 
in your dominions, with their effects. This will' be keepings 
your oath, and behaving like a Prince whose pursuit is justice*. 
and whose inmost glory, as a soldier, is preserving His word' 
inviolable. ' Uepend upon it/ if there are any about you bold* 
enough to advise you to act contrary to these just' demai*ds r 
they are your enemies* and want to see your country involved ifi. 
ruinous war j. which* nothing: but your breach of promise, of * 
faith, and of honour^ shall ever prevail on me to engage in. 
Nothing will give me more satisfaction, than the being assured^ 
that continual peace and friendship will for ever last between^ 
• you and the English. Since F began, this letter, I am inform** 
ed the fugitive French have Offered to enter into your service,.. 
V you accept .this offer, 1 shall conclude that you intend ta» 
favour the French, and desire to, live no longer in friendship 
with mer especially a» you have- declined the assistance. of the*: 
English troops, after strongly soliciting them.** ^ " A 

The Admiral, not being able to.obtaid any answer to this^ 
gent another letter:. 

The ; Aflmirhl to the fitabbb. ' 

Kent,- off Chmdetndgote^ 2 d of April, 1 75 7» r *; 
" I have* Keen informed "• that you express sortie uneasiness : 
at our ships remaining, at this settlement, Arid bur army being 7 
encamped 'near Kboff^:- I" find that our enemies have taken, 
the advantage of your uneasiness, and endeavoured, to persuade \ 
you- our troops propose marching up ici a hostile manner 
against you to Moorshudabad. It is amazing to me, 'that any 
one «hooW dare to impose, so: grossly on your understanding 
without trembling at the consequence, should, his arts be dh^ 
covered. And it also surprizes me, that you should hearken 
to such idle stories. You, as a soldier, must. know, that while 
I have enemies yet in your dominions, it would be very impo- 
litic in me not to pursue them. Yet, if you will deliver up 
my enemies, and their effects, to me, my ships and troops 
shall immediately return to Calcutta Y and then, and not be- 
fore, shall I be convinced of your sincerity ; and resolution in. 
abiding by the oath you have taken, of regarding my enemies. 
a>.youv,owB^' 
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. The day afar the. forwarding of th* abo*e> the Adiniral 
received the following letter, from the Nabob, though dated 
tjie22d of March, 1757. 

" What I have promise*)* and set my hand to, I will firmljt 
maintain, nor in any respect deviate therefrom. All Mr* 
Watts' s demand*, and whatsoever he has. represented to me» 
l t have complied with, and what remain »h#l. b* given up by 
Che 1 5th. of this mpon> This Mr. Watts must have, written. 
to you* with all the par'ieulaxs,; hut, notwithstanding all this, 
it appears, to, me, from many instances, thatjou sees to obuV 
terate your agreement isjth me* Tbe.couatry within the tor* 
rftories of Hoogly, Hidgelee» Burdwan, and Nuddea, baa beea* 
ravaged by your troops. For what cause is this f AAA tft> 
this, that Govindram Mitter wrote to Nundcomar, by the son, 
of Rauidhone Ghose, requiring him to deliver Kalighaut, as be* 
loogin^ to tjie, districts of Calcutta, into his the said Miner's 
possession, What is. the. meaning of this ? I am sqre this 
has been, done without your knowledge. In confidence of 
your engagement, I made peace j with the view of procuring 
the welfare of the eouotry, and to prevent the ruinous, conse- 
quences which would befall the royal territories from both ar- 
mies, and not that the people should be trampled upon, an A 
the revenues obstructed • 

" Your endeavours should be, daily to strengthen more and 
more the friendship which has taken root betwixt us, and to 
-thafcend/putastopto the influence o£ this mischief*maker, 
and discountenance the aforesaid Mitter, in swh^iaaaoer* 
that he may not dare to say these things, nor be guilty of such 
false proceedings for the future. Sy the will of God, the 
agreement shall never he infringed upon my, part. I have 
«poJcen to Mr. Watta fully oa ttu* satyact,* the particulars of 
*vhich you. wilL have in hi. letter. ' 

"P. S, I have, JAist learned thai the Freach are hriagiag a 
large force, from the pejflpuv to n>ate war agaiaat yets -.far. 
*bis reason I write to you, that if you stand ia used el any 
forces of the gQvemmsnt for your supjport, jq« will immedi- 
ately acquaint me. an/ol they, shall be ready, to jom you when*. 
jever you shall have occasion : for : them.'* 

This produced the following, reply, 

Tfy J*nvr.<d to thtN*M. 

«• The letter yon did me the boaomr to witA,the,3gd of las* 
xnoath, did not come to ray hands till this* day,. As, the .sub*. . 
ject of it required ap, answer a* saon as peasibte, I mate no 
.doubt but you have been surprised, at not bating found *ay 
i^liing in my three last letters relating thereto. But< thisia* 
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you of the true reason* and I hope will satisfy yoivof 
my readiness always tp acknowledge the receipt of your fa- 
vours. The assurance* you continue to give me, of firmly 
maintaining the agreement between us, makes me hope yon 
vnJI listen to all the just demands in my letters ; as the de- 
livering up my enemies into my hands, with all their effects, 
and complying wjjh all the articles of the treaty : the latter 
part, you promise me, shall be done the 15th of this moon, 
which will be to-morrow, when I hope Mr. Watts will be able 
to write, and assure roe you have fulfilled your promise. Yott 
tell me, that notwithstanding the order you have given for 
every thing being complied with, and fixing the day for he 
being done* yet it appears to you, from many instances, that 
I intend to break my agreement. You must suffer me to tell 
you, that your apprehensions of my not strictly abiding by the 
treaty I have made, are founded on false representations, made 
to you by Manickchuad, excuse himself from paying the 
revenues of the several countries you say have been pillaged 
by the English. How can this possibly be? when the Eng- 
lish troops, since the happy peace made with you, have pene- 
trated no farther into the Burdwan country, than inarching 
from Bankeybazar to Chandernagore, along the«hore ; and 
since the conquest of the French, a, few armed men* were sent 
after some fugitives, a little j way* but they have been ordered 
back some time since, and are .returned* 

" Of this, upon very little reflection, you muse be sensible ; ■ 
IV hy then will ynu hearken to* those who seek every opportunity 
to deeeive you* and make, you believe such things* assure in 
their nature impossible? For how could the territories of 
Hoogly, Hldgelee, Burdwan, aad Nuddea, be ravaged by our- 
troops, when the troops have beer* no farther than I have as* 
sured you ? 1 am afraid the person who daces attempt the* 
rimposing on you so gross, a falsehood as- this* has reason toUhink 
you may easily be persuaded inte> a belief of any thing, that 
would serve as. a pretence for your displeasure against the Eng- 
lish $ otherwise, I think* no* one would' presume to All your ears 
with. such. Wse and idle stories* What yon tell mis* relating 
GovindNun Mitte*, yju do me 'great justice* in believing, he 
has acsedi in the^m aimer he did, without my foowledge, - You 
may- be assured! will tab* pains to enquire into veryeireunv* 
stanoe^ft that matter, and will see that strict* justice-is* doftn- 
to yets,. and give^ifittpra-seser^vebuke for- his late behaviour. 

,'< Need I give yen eoyJsrtber *ssuraaoee of my- immoveable 
rcsalntien'Stritftry. to regard our treaty, and every moment t» 
improve the- friendship .growing up between us ? 1 hope not j 
1 would, wtilimjly believe, - you now know me sufficiently to 
plaoer;a.4K)ftfidejice in wua«l«iag% . without baling any donbta^ 
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o£ being deceived ; which you may depend upon ydU atwl 
shall by me: deceit is detestable in the heart of ato honest 
mad, and much too low a practice for the true soldier' to -stoop 
to. • ■> • " 'y 

<( Give me leave to render you my thanks for your intelli- 
gence concerning the French from the Dekkan, and your readi* 
ness in offering me assistance, if I shoujd have, occasion: 
Should the French leave the Dekkan, and come into this 
country with such a number as to make the conjunction] 
of our forces' necessary, I then will do myself the honour to 
write to you on that business. In the mean time, if your 
would wish to preserve peace in your . country, deliver up> 
my enemies into my hands, and by that means they wift 
be" less able to oppose me if such a force should arrive. This 
will convince me of the sincerity of your offer, fcis now it* 
your power to settle everlasting peace in your country j and 
if you suffer the opportiinty to slip, it may never offer- again*. 
You see that God,: by whose power all' human events are de- 
termined, baa given me the victory over ray enemies. He> 
seeth the justness of my cause, and feherofore fighteth for me* 
Hesitate then, no longer about the things. 1 he ve written to* 
you, but openly fulfil the oath you made before God and your - 
prophet, of making my enemies your own ; and. let us ever- 
more become one people. iThen we shall see peace and tran- 
quillity will flow ish ,* for our enemies, beholding us cemented* 
in unity, will not venture to bring war into the country. 

" Reflect on what I have written, and be assured, nothing* 
is so mucji my desire, as to see peace and concord perfectly- 
Settled throughout the whole Kingdom j and to give you the/ 
strangest proofs of my sincerity, 1 have ordered the King's/ 
ships, down to Calcutta, *& i heard such a measure, wouioV 
be acceptable to you. What can I say more l'* 
The Nabob, sept the following answer** 

The NcAebJQ the' Admiral, dated \4ihofJprik 1757. 

u Your letters, at several, times, 1 have received with the* 
new* of your health* which has given me great pleasure. The- 
purport, of them I have tfuly understood, j. and for your satis* 
faction,, and in observance of the agreement between us, to 
look upon e*eh others enemies as your own, 1 have expelled . 
Mr- Law, with all hia adherents, from my country, and have, 
given strict orders to ailmy Naiba anpVPonjedars^ not to permit* 
them to. .remain, in any part of my dominions. I am ready, 
upon all occasions, to grant you my assistance*- If the French* 
ever enter, die prpvince with a great or small force, with a» 
design . of making: war upon you, God and hii prophets are 
between ua, that whenever you write, to me, l will be yoiuv 
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ally, and joio you with all my force. Rest satisfied in this 
point, and be assured of my resolution to remain inviolably 
by the promises which I have made in ray letters, and in the 
treaty concluded betwixt us. With regard to the French fac~ 
' tories and merchandize, I must acquaint your Excellency, that 
I have been informed, the French Company are indebted to 
the natives, <and have several lacks belonging to my subjects 
in their hands ; should I comply with your demands in deli- 
vering up the effects, how can I answer it to the creditors of 
the French. Your Excellency is my well-wisher and my friend; 
weigh all this affair, and return rae^our answer, that I may 
act accordingly. 

" i have written before, and now repeat, that if the English 
Company want to establish their trade, do not write me what 
is not conformable to our agreement, by the instigation of self- 
interested and designing men, who want to break the peaea 
between us. If you are not disposed to come to a rupture with 
me, you have my agreement under my hand and seal; when 
♦you write, look upon that, and write accordingly/ 

" Mr. Watts will inform you fully of all particulars * What 
shall I write more r 

" If you desire to maintain the peace, write nothing contra* 
jy to the treaty." 

This letter, and daily instances of the Nabob's perfidious 
and hostile intentions, engaged the Admiral to address the 
Nabob more plainly, in a letter dated April 1 9, 1757. 

" I am honoured with your letter of the 1 4th of this month, 
' acquainting me with your having received, at several times, the 
letters I lately wrote you. Your forbearance, and not writing 
to me, hath not the appearance of that friendship, you would 
persuade me you have for my countrymen j and with regard to 
myself, I mustaake the liberty to say, I was more particularly 
Intitled to a^peedy answer to myletteis, from my high rank 
and station; and l cannot help looking upon your neglect in 
'this respect, but as a slight offered to the King, my master, 
-who sent me into India to protect his subjects, and demand 
justice wheresoever they were oppressed. 

44 1 observe in your letter the following particulars, viz. 
•" that for my satisfaction, and according to our mutual agree* 
merit to look upon each other's enemies as our own, you have 
-expelled Monsieur Law, and his adherents, from your domini- 
ons, arid given strict orders, &c." My brother, Mr, Watts, 
who 'is entrusted with all the Company's concerns, .always 
writes me the particulars of your intended) favours towards 
"US > but I have never found that what he writes is put in exe- 
cution, neither do t find that what you wrote me in your letter* 
ndated the 22d of iMarcb, is yet complied with. Yon therein 
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assured me, that you would Fulfil all the articles jou bad -agreed 
«to, by 'the 15th of that raeon. Have you ever yet complied 
with them all ? No. How then can I place any confidence m 
what you write, when your actions. «reoiot correspondent with 
your promises ? Or 'how can I reconcile your telling roe in so 
sacred a manner, you will be my ally, and assist me with your 
forces against the French, when you bate given aFurwanmrh 
to Mr. Law aod his people, to go* toward % Patna,: in order to 
-escape me, and tell me it is for my satisfaction, and in observ- 
ance of the mutual agreement, -you have taken this measure? 
'Is this an act of friendship? Oris it in this manner I am to 
understand you will assist me ? Or am I to draw a conclusion 
from what you write, or from what yeu. do"? You are too wise 
not to/know, when a man tells you one thing, and does the 
•direct contrary, which you ought to believe. Why then do you 
endeavour to persuade me you will be my friend, when at the 
same time you give my enemies your protection, furnish them 
with ammunition, and suffer them to go out of your . dominions 
with three pieees of cannon? Their effects- 1 esteem a trifling 
circumstance, and as far as they will contribute to do justice 
to your people, who are creditors to the French Company, I 
havetKxobjectiop'toyourseiziog them for their use, for money 
is what I despise, and accumulating riches to myself iff what I 
did not come here for. 

" But I have already told jeu; and now repeat it again, that 
while a. Frenchman remains^n this kingdom, 1 will never cease 
.pursuing him 5 but if they * will deliver themselves up, theyshall 
t Aid me merciful : and i am confident those who have already 
*£ailen into my hands, will do. me the jastieeto say, they have 
1 been treated with a much greater > generosity than is usual by the 
« general custom of war. 

"> If you will reflect upon the oath you have taken, you can* 
oiot but join* with me in what follows:— »As soon as Cossimba* 
*zar* is. properly garrisoned, to which, place our troops will spee- 
dily begin their march, 'I desire you Will grant a dustuok for the. 
'passage «of two* thousand of our soldiers, by land, to Patna. Yoct, 
may be assured they wiltoo no vioienee,' nor commit the least in** 
•Jury to thenattves ; f tbe^only design of sending them is to seizes 
the frenob, and restore taanouilKty. and perfeet; peace in yoar 
kingdom, which can never be truly established in these domini- 
-obs, while a war continues between 41s vend them. If you are- 
apprehensive of any injury arising to your subjects from the 
march .of our troops to Patna, send some of your, trusty hir* 
carralfe to go* with thorny with orders to acquaint you, from time^ 
toftnie,"witb their transections ;< and I dare, answer you wilt 
tflnd their reports* agreeable to what I now write you, 

«« Instead ofrending. Mr. Watts only ten .guns, why. did yfltta 
not deliver up, all that belonged to. the Company? I will, not: 
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writeyou what is not conformable to our agreement, and whieh 
you suppose was by the instigation of self- interested and de- 
signing men : I must take the liberty to say, I never yet hare 
written a syllable contrary to our agreement, and the oath and 
promise I have made ; and be assured it is not in the power 
of any artful or designing men to make me write any thing in- 
consistent with my honour. I ask nothing more than your 
fulfilling the Articles of your agreement, and abiding by the oath 
yon have taken j thisl have strongly urged you to do, because 
you have been very slow in the execution, and this surely I have 
arightto ; demand > soIongas you neglect to perform it. If it 
. is disagreeable to you to hear these things, put it out of my 
power ever to ask again, by your immediate compliance : and 
as you hate desired me, when I write, to look upon your agree* 
ment, and take that for my guide, let me request you to com- 
pare my letters with my agreements, and with what you hava 
promised; and when you find me differ from that, or ask any 
thing contrary to it, then tax me therewith j point out to me* 
expressly, wherein I. have deviated from this rule, and you shall 
find me ready to confess it as ?xi error ; but till then you must, 
excuse, me from insisting on your having charged me wrongful- 
ly, and which,, upon an examination of my letters, L make no* 
doubt will appear to you too plain to be contradicted ., 

" Let me again repeat to you, I have no other, views than 
that of peace. The gathering together, of riches is what Ii 
despise ; and I call on God, who sees and knows the spring* 
of all our actions, and to whom you and I must one day an* 
swer, to witness to the truth of what 1 now write ; therefore, 
if you would have me believe that you wish peace as much as-. 
I do, no longer let it be the subject of our correspondence for 
me to ask for the fulfilment pf the treaty, and you to promise- 
and not perform it y but immediately fulfil all your engage* 
ment : thus let peace flourish, and spread throughout all your 
country, and make your people happy in the re-establishment 
of their trade, which has suffered, by a ruinous and destructive: 
war. What can i say more ?."' 

After this letter the correspondence ceased on the part of 
the Admiral ; and from the date thereof, to the month of June, 
the Nabob continued to give full proof that it was. his design < 
to embrace the first convenient opportunity of extirpating us. 
Hostile preparations were now made on each side ; and on. 
the 13th of June, things drew near to a crisis, when, the N&»- 
bob sent the following and his lasA letter to the Admiral, 

The Nabob's last tetter to the Admiral. 

25th of Ramazan (IZth of June) 1757; 
, < r According to my promises, and the agreement made be*' 
9v«en us j I have duly rendered every thing to Mr« Watts ex> 
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-eept a very small remainder; and had almost settled Manick- 
chund's affairs : notwithstanding all this, Mr. Watts, and the 
rest of the council of the factory at Cossimbazar, under pre- 
tence of going to take the air in their gardens, fled away in 
' the night. This is an evident mark of deceit, and of an in- 
tention to break the treaty ; I am convinced it could not have 
happened without your knowledge/ nor without your advice. 
I all along expected something of this kind, and for that rea- 
son I would not recall my forces from Plassey, eapecting some 
treachery. 

" I praise God, that the breach of the treaty has not been 
<m my part : G6d and his prophet have been witnesses to Hie 
'contrast made between us, and whoever first deviates from it, 
will bring upon themselves the punishment due to their ac- 
tions." 

These letters are taken from a publieationion India Affairs 
toy Mr. Ives, who was with Admiral Watson at the time 5 to 
whom the reader is also indebted for the following informa- 
tion, extracted from that gentleman's writing* 



OF THE MEASURES FOR DEPOSING SERAJE AD 

DOWLAH— THE BATTLE OF PLASSEY AND 

THE ADVANCEMENT OF MEER JAFFIER TO 

THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

fieraje ad Dowlah, after his taking Calcutta, liad behaved 
nvith such insolence and cruelty towards Jais own subjects, 
that several considerable persons of bis, court entered into a 
confederacy to depose him. He baa 1 displayed the severity 
*>f his temper in *o many instances, .as to strike an universal 
terror.; and from .the fickleness of jhis disposition, none near 
ftini, and in his power, could think himself safe. Meer Jaffier 
Ali.Khan, a man of great power and influence (and who had 
married the sister of Seraje* s predecessor grandfather, Allyverde 
Xhan) conducted the design of depriving the Nabob of that 

Jower he so greately abused ; lie was seconded in it by Roy- 
ullub, general of horse, and by Juggut Sett, banker to the 
Nabob, and .esteemed the richest merchant in all India. These 
;three leading men soon communicated their designs to Mr. 
JYatts, the English resident at the Durbar, or Nabobs, court, 
and he to r Colonel Cliro,and .the Secret Committee at Cajcut* 
4a. The chiefs there did not hesitate long about coming into 
4he scheme. Great dexterity, as well as secrecy, being neces* 
aavy in executing the plan for a revolution, the whole manage- 
ment thereof was left to Colonel Olive and to Mr* Watts. To 
ja<pid ^uspicjpD, i% was necessary that Mr. Watts should n# 
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be observed to have frequent intercourse with Jaffier ; he there* 

fere entrusted one Omichund, a Hindoo merchant, with the 

secret/ and through him carried on his correspondence with 

Meer Jaffier. Omichund was a man of deep cunning and in- 

satiable avarice ; and after the plot was so far advanced, that 

a treaty was just on signing with Meer Jaffier, Omichund de* 

manded a quarter part of all the Nabob's treasure, which was 

supposed to amount to 64 crores, or 80 millions sterling. His 

Iftial terms were 30 lacks of rupees for himself, by a special 

article in the treaty j and he made no scruple to assure Mr; 

Watts, that if his demand was not complied with, he would 

Instaritlv inform the Nabob of our schemes, when every En* 

glishman within his reach would certainly be put tot.he severest 

death'. In this dilemma, Mr. Watts applied to Meer Jaffier} 

who was determined not to accede to such terms, if any means*. 

of obviating tlfera could be devised. Mr. Watts then wrote^ 

to the Select Committed who seeing- the~ fate of all depended 

ttpon temporizing with Omichund, and' being at the same^ 

time unwilling to submit to his terms, contrived that two* 

treaties should be sent up to Meer Jaffier, who was to be let? 

into the secret. One treaty, the real one, to-be abided by r 

the other fictitious, but with no other difference than that 1% 

contained the 3ft lacks for Omichund. The real treaty was > 

executed privately with Meer Jaffier; the fictitious treaty was*; 

executed also by him in the presence of Oftricbund, who wa$ 

thereupon perfectly satisfied: It may be «fecessary here alsfor 

to observe, that this fictitious treaty was signed by Colonel 

dive and all the Select Committee ; Admiral Watson did not; 

chuse to sign it, because he had signed the real treaty. A* 

strict principle of delicacy, which with him waa'superior taj^ 

any point of policy, operated too strongly on his roJnd toper*- 

mit him to join even in a deception- of this nature: however/, 

while he manifested no displeasure against the actors, aljp 

classes of people, from their knowledge of Omichund'g avarice' 

and treachery, applauded- the attifice by which he was oW%\ 

witted. . » • 

Oiwthe 12th of Jhne advice was- received from Meer' Jaffier 

and (ne other confederates, that all was in readiness "with? 

them-: the die was cast, atid t>n the- 13th of June the wholQ 

army marched forwards j and the Colonel wrote to the $oubah, 

the very day of his march to • the following purport; That 

from his great reputation for justice* and faithful observances 

of his word, he had been induced to make peace with him, %nd' 

to pass over the loss of many crores of rupees, sustained by the' 

English Hi the capture of Calcutta ; and to rest content with\ 

whatever he id his justice and generosity should restore to them ^; 

$at b& Excellency had not thought fit to jet any value oqf. 
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the friendsiijp of the. Engpsh, but Jrad in evety throy dbt 
cquraged as much as possible .^he Company's business, by 
turning their Vakeel disgracefully from his presence, and re* 
fusing free passage to the Ep^Tiah through bis country, inter* 
ceptiog their tra.de, and searching their factory at Cossiraba* 
zar, for awmunitiotr . and warlike stores, on pretence of 
their intending an attempt on his life, at the time of profound 
peace > threatening them with war if they did not submit 
>f& the search. .That these', were but trifles, however, com* 
pared to his open and avowed protection of the Ring's ene^ 
plies, of wlfich his letters to Mom. Bussy, wrote but a fevr 
. days after . his entering mto a> solemn treaty with us, inviting 
■ kim to his country, was a flagrant proof:, that his protection, 
; and allowance of ten thousand rupees per month, to Mens, 
Iart, and marry other circumstance*, were not only so many 
, deviations from the treaty, but evidently shewed his Excellent 
, cy's intention to faM upon the English, as soon as the absence 
, of their troops and ffeet might expose them to it : that the 
main article of the treaty was infringed, in his proffering only 
a fifth part of the sum paid into the treasury for the plunder 
of Calcutta, and yet demanding a discharge for the whole, 
•fhe Colonel complained bitterly of so many insults put upon 
i ^ira, and reminded the Soubahdar how different his own con- 
, duct was, when called upon to assist him against the Pattans. 
, He solemnly declared, that -his intentions were, to have 
fought to the last 4 ro P of his blood j but, seeing his Excel* 
lency had chosen his friends from, among his enemies, and had 
'eviated from his engagements, he had de- 
pprohation ofall who were charged with 
s, to proceed immediately to Cossimbazar, 
lisputes to the arbitration of Meer Jaftier, 
Sett, and others of his great men 5 tha£ 
that he, the Colonel, had deviated frqm 
t 8 wore to give up all farther claims ; but 
1 his Excellency had broken it, he should 
for all the losses sustained by the English, 
and aJU tie .charges of their army and navy $ and concluded 
\y,itb. te)ling hm, " That the rains-being near, and as it would 
, require many days to receive an .answer,, he had found it neces- 
sary to wait upon hlui immediately/' " . 

Our army consisted of seven Jiundr^d, and fifty military (in- 
cluding one hundred topasses,) about one hundred and fifty 
.cjfthe train '(including .ftfty sailors, with seven midshipman, 
tinder the command of LJeutenaot IJayter,) two, thousand one 
Hundred seapoys, (in all,tbree ,thausan4 one bundVe4.i^n}ei«hfc 
pieces of cannon, six pounders, and one howitzer.; Tb& ? tt - 
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mtotbeiim to the north ward throng* Hoogly. The Bridge* 
water also sailed up the ri»er as' far as Hoogly, to keep that 
place in awe, and to preserve a communication between the 
Colonel and. the squadron. The Admiral's first Lieutenant, 
JMr.John Clerke, with a detachment of one hundred and fifty 
teamen, garrisoned Chandernagore* and the ships effectually 
secured Calcutta from any kind of mums It, while a few troops 
Were appointed to guard the French prisoners. 

These previous measures being taken* the army marched i 
towards Afoorshudebad. On the 14th of June, Mr. Watts 
and other gentlemen, with thirty soldiers who had made their 
escape from Cpssirnbaaar, arrived at the army j and on the 
18th Major Coote (lately promoted from the rank of Cuptain) 
was sent forward with a detachment of two hundred Europe? 
ans, five hundred seapoys, one field -piece, and. a howitzer, 
to reduce Cutwa, a fort belongiog to the Nabob, situated on 
the bank of Cossimbasar river, about half a mile in circum* 
ference. As he was reconnoitring the place, one of the sol* 
diers of the party suddenly grow delirious 4 and while in the 
agonies of death made so great noise, as to discover to the enemy 
where they were 5 on which they began a brisk firing, and 
Obliged, the Major, for the present, to alter hk position 5 hist 
he presently afterwards made a lodgement on a large bastion* 
and the next day, after some opposition, the enemy abandoned 
the fort, and left fourteen pieces of cannon of different calibres* 
end a large quantity ef grain and ammunition. 

When the army was within two .days- march of Moorshnda* 
bad, Colonel Olive re^eiv.ed .some disagreeable advices from 
tyteer . JaJ$efr ; wbich> he immediately laid before a council of 
war, sjuowijcipe^ upo# the occasion, the majority of. whose 
members, were of the Colonel's opinion* that he ought not to 
advance any farther : he .therefore halted where he was, .and 
s^nt an /expre^ tp Calcutta* .desiring, fresh orders. . However, 
the name evening Cojonel CJive received a second message front 
Meer Jaffier* assuring him ,of his, due performance of the arti* 
des..«entiowed in the jbrefty> but informing him that he was 
so surrjpturtfled with spies* as to be obliged to act with the 
greatest caution. Th.is intelligence eooir determined the Com 
leneTtopush on j a*d that .very night, without waiting lor 
any instruqttops from Gdguttaj be ga^et orders isr the army 
to hold themselves in >readaneas» to march the next .merging ? 
when, leafing a subaltern officer with ;ak\ the siefc at: Cufcwa» 
he broVeiup his ca^p, end marched towards the enemy, 
through water almost to ;th* soldiers .middles* the winy, season 
being .now set in, At.six o'clock in the morning 4he army 
crossed a river, and matched about .two' miles farther, to av 
groVe, wbejre they halted Aft evening* about four the next 
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-morning, the whole army reached Plassey-grove, after ft very 
fatiguing march, and through' a whole eight's rath. Advice 
having been brought to tbe Colonel, on his arrival at the grove* 
*that the Nabob's vanguard, consisting of six thousand men, 
was within three, mites of our army, he ordered an advance 
guard of two hundred Europeans, and three hundred seapoys, 
With two pieces of cannon* to post themselves at Plaasey* 
house 5 and several guards of seapoys, at proper distances 
from each other, round the grove. 

At day-break of the 23d, the Nabob's army was perceived 
marching out of their lines towards the grove, which we were 
in possession of : their intention seemed to be to surround us. 
The Colonel hereupon formed his army ; the Europeans he 
filed off in four divisions j the first he put under the command 
of Major Kilpatrick; the second under Major Grant; the 
third under Major Coote ; and the fourth under Captain 
Gaupp : the teapoys were formed on the right and left. Plas- 
sey-grove is surrounded by a bank; our army's left flank was 
covered by Plassey-house, and the- river and the right flank by 
the grove. 

The enemy s army kept marching towards ours^ in deep co- 
lumns, supported by a large train of ' artillery , consisting of 
fifty- three pieces of cannon,, chiefly of eighteen-, twenty-four, 
and thirty-two pounders. Their manoeuvres, upon this oc- 
casion, differed materially from those they had been accustom- 
ed to ; for, instead of posting their artillery all together, as* 
was their usual practice; they disposed them between the di- 
visions of their troops, and had not above two or three piece* 
of cannon en~a spot ; so tha* an attack upon any one part of 
their artillery could not have been decisive. In this order they 
continued marching as far a* the river would permit;; bat as 
Soon as their rear was out of the camp, failing in their plan* 
to surround us, they halted 5 and fc body of about fifty French, 
advancing in front of a large detachment of their army, com-*- 
manded by Meer Muddu*, one of' their principal generals,' 
with four pieces of cannon, lodged themselves within lie banks' 
of a tank (dr>pond of water) distant from us about si* nun*- 
dred yards, andHbegan* brisk cannonade. 
~ Oar little army was at first drawn up* without the banV 
which surrounded the gsove, but soon* found such a shower* 
cfhalls pouring upon them from the> enemy's cannon> that* 
tbe<€olonel thought proper they should retire under cover of * 
tbe bank, leaving two nekUpieces withouty while the other* 
four were kept playing through the breaches in the bank. 
Our left: wing was still covered by Plassey-house> which wa^t 
about fifty yards distant, and close* to'tbe river-side* 
-In this situation bofh armies, remained, till about twelve* 
o'clock* when a heavy shower of rain falling, the enemy V 
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horse advanced, as if it to take advantage of it ; but when they 
found that oUr field-pieces continued firing, notwithstanding 
the rain, their ardour was checked. The rain ceasing, the 
cannonading continued till about three in the afternoon, when 
they retired without confusion to their old camp, their artillery 
marching first. And now a large corps on the left of our 
troops was seen moving, in such' a manner as to make it doubt- 
ful whether their aim was to possess themselves of the vil- 
lage to the left, against us, or whether they were friends, and* 
wanted to join our army, but they proved afterwards to be- 
friends under Meer Jaffier's command ; however, as no signal 
had been agreed on (owiog to the 'miscarriage of a messenger, 
which he had dispatched to the Colonel in the morning) they 
were kept at a distance by our field- pieces. After this retreat, 
of the enemy, Colonel Clive, leaving orders^with Major Kilpa- 
trick to send him notice if the Nabob should make any new 
notions, went into Plassey-house to put on dry cloaths, and 
consider whether, notwithstanding the fatigue which his troops- 
had already undergone, he should attack the Nabob's camp, 
or defer it till night. 

During this interval, information was brought to the Colo- 
nel, that a detachment of our army, with some field-pieces, 
was marching towards .the before- mentioned tank and emi- 
nence, at about the distance of six hundred yards, which had 
keen possessed by the French, but who abandoned it when 
the army of Seraje ad Dovylah retired to their camp. Colonel . 
<3Kve expressed his surprize that such a step should have been « 
taken without his orders, and immediately hastened after the ■ 
detachment, which he reached nearly at the same time it ar- - 
rived at the tank. He now found that this detachment was » 
commanded by Major Kilpatrickj whom he at first ordered 
under arrest, but was pacified by the Majors making him an < 
apology. 

• The. Colonel then ordered Major Kityatrick back' to the -. 
grove, and took the command of the detachment himself, re- 
solving, since such a step had been taken; not to make any . 
retreat, but rather to bring on a second action, and. make it 
decisive: He therefore ordered a reinforcement fVt>m<the main * 
body in the grove 5 upon which Major Coote, with his detach- 
ment, joined the Colonel. The Colonel then sent the King's 
grenadiers, and a grenadier company of seapoys, to lodge 
themselves behind a bank that was close upon the enemy s 
lines ; from whence they kept a continual fire with' their small 
arms, as did the detachment at the tank, wkh four pieces of v 
cannon. 

In the mean time the enemy's infantry and cavalry pushed * 
eut towards oux several little bodied of troops, and endeavoured; 
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to hriag their heavy artillery to bear ; hot they met wkhft* 
warm a reception, and lost so many draught-oxen and drivers, 
that they failed in their attempt. When the infantry and ca- 
valry had faced, our troops for Rome time, and stood a very 
smart cannonading, in which they lost a great number of men 
and horses, it was observed they were in some confusion* and 
that their elephants (grew very unruly. The Colonel took 
immediate advantage of this critical moment* and sent orders 
to Major Ceote to attack a large body of horse <and foot upon 
a rising, ground, at about die distance of 150 yards, and order* 
4 ed another officer at the same time to storm the angle of the 
camp. Both these attends .succeeded; the enemy made but 
a. faint resistance j Major Coote marched into their lines, and 
a general route ensued. The assailants pursued till it was 
dark, aud then halted at Doudpore, a .place about sis miles 
, distance from the field of battle, where they were joined by 
-.the rest of the. army from Plassey- grove, under Mejor Kilpa- 
trick, who, at the commencement of the route, received orders 
.from the Colonel to march. The Nabob's army was comput- 
ed to consist of twenty thousand horse, and forty thousand 
foot. Our loss was very inconsiderable ; but he had about 
five hundred men killed, among whom was Meer Muddun, 
whose death was the occasion of the confusion just mentioned. 
• Their fifty-three pieces of cafnon, of eighteen, twenty-four, 
.and thirty- two pounders, fell into our bauds, with their camp, 
vbaggage and elephants. 

While our army was pursuing, a. large body of horse wasob- 
r&erved on our right ; after firing a few shot at them, a mes- 
senger arrived with a letter from Meer Jaffier to the Colonel, 
acquainting him, that the corps was under his command, and 
.requesting an interview that night or the next morning. Ac- 
cordingly (he next day he had an interview with the Colonel ; 
when, after congratulating him on his victory, he declared 
himself ready to perform the articles between them. The 
.Colonel saluted him as Soubah of Bengal, Bebar, and Orissa, 
.and advisqd >him to advance immediately to Moorshudabad* 
. after Seraje ad powlah, promising that he would follow to sup- 
port him with his whole force. Seraje ad Dowlah reached 
- Iiis capita], which was twenty miles, distant from the field of 
c battle, a^ few liours after his defeat ; and the next evening, 
. Dot knowing whom to trust,, or, what to do, abandoning him- 
self to his fears, he disguised himself in the habit of a Far 
quier, and, with one or two. attendants, attempted to mate 
lijis escape. Meer Jaffier imrn^diat^y entered the palace 
where all was anarchy and confusion ; but presently Messrs. 
.Watts and Walsh arrived from the Colonel, to pacify the 1 in- 
habitants, and assure theip -of ^rot^tion : -awi <*i*fce2/tfc 
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of June, Colonel Clive made his public entry into Moorshtu 
dabad. Meer Jaffier visited the Colonel the next day -, and 
on the 29th Colonel Clive went to the p*Jace, and in the pre- 
sence of the Rajahs and grandees of the Court, he solemnly 
handed him to the Musnud, or carpet, and throne of state,' 
where fee was unanimously saluted Souhah, or Nabob, an 4 
received the submission of all present. The remaining part 
of the month was spent in settling many important matters, 
consequent -to such an amazing revolution. 

On the 26th of July the new Nabob sent presents, after 
the cnstom of the country, and of the East in general, to the 
Adrriral, ' consisting of an elephant, two fine horses, a rich 
Hindoostanee dress of gold, with turbans and sashes ; and a rose 
and plume composed of diamonds, rubies, sapphires, and 
emeralds. Admiral Pocock was also complimented with a 
present of the same kind. Admiral Watson received the Am* 

* bassadors, on this occasion, with marks of ..great respect ; he 
made presents of fine cloth and velvet to each in return $ 
dressed his ships, displaying as many flags, of different na- 
tions, as could be disposed of on the yards, masts, and rigging 
of the ships, saluted them with his cannon, and wrote the 

: following congratulatory letter to the Nabob. 

Admiral Charles JVaUon* Commander of the fleet belonging 
to the most puissant King- of Great Britain, irresistible in 
battle, to the Nabob Shujah Al Moolk Hassan ad Dowlak 
Meer Mahomed Jaffier AH Khan, Behadur, Mohabuf 

Jung. ° ^ 

" Mirca Jaffier Beg, whom you have done me the honour 
to depute to me, -has delivered me your letter, and other 
•marks of friendship, with which you have been pleased to 
favour me* He has also satisfied my desire, in giving me an 
ample account of your health and prosperity. JBut what 
pleases me beyond expression* is, to hear that all men rejoice 
ln^ohem ; and, while they acknowledge you are worthy of 
them, peay for their continuance. This is a satisfaction your 
predecessor never knew $ and which, while it gives the most 
sublime pleasure to a mind generous like your's, promises 
'happiness to yourself, and a quiet succession to your son. 

" How much I and all my country men wish it, can only be 
tknewn by the benefits you have conferred on us ; the-extent 
,of which can alone be tneasujred hy your generosity, and our 
gratitude. May day i?y day make known the latter, to your 
content and our honour !** 

> The conduct of the- servants of our East 4ndia Company 
becoming the subjeet of public enquiry, the information given 
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by Lord Give, of what passed from the time of his going with 
Admiral Watson to retake Calcutta, to the placing Meer 
Jaffier in the government, is as follows. 



Lord Clhes Account of the retaking of Calcutta, and of the 
terms agreed on for a Resolution, 8fc. given to the Committee 
.. of the House of Commons in 1 772. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE. 

The Right Honourable Lord Give, being desired to relate 
what he knew of the transaction of tbe above period, said, 
That when he returned to England in 1 755, the first time, the 
Court of Directors solicited him to go out again. They ob- 
tained for him his Majesty.' s cpm mission of Lieutenant Colonel, 
and appointed him Deputy Governor of Fort St. David, and to 
succeed to the Government of Madras, But before be went 
to his government, they wished him to- undertake an. expedition 
of great importance, provided Colonel Scott (who had been 
strongly recommended by the Duke of Cumberland) did not 
chuse to undertake the expedition himself. — The intent of 
the expedition was, to join the Marhattas at Bombay, and,, in 
conjunction with them, to attack the French in the Soubah of 
. the JDekkan $ for whicb he carried out three companies of the 
King's artillery, and three ox four hundred of the King s troops. 
That when he arrrwed at Bombay * ia the beginning of the 
year 2756, there, was a. truce between the. two nations, and 
CJoloneT Scott was dead.— He found there Admiral Watson 
and Sir George Pocock, with his squadron. —It was thought 
adviseaWe that these troops. should not lie. idle, and that there 
was a fair opportunity of taking Gbeseah* a strong fort possess* 
ed by an Eastern Prince (Angela), and who, upon all occasions, 
.very much distressed the. Company. That he taomnaanded the 
land troops on that expedition, acid Ms. Watson commanded 
by sea. The enterprize succeeded, and the prize-money . 
* amounted to an hundred and fifty thousand, pounds. That al- 
v though he commanded the land forces,, by virtue of his rank 
be shared only as a Captain of a man of wan Admiral 
Watson thought his case so hard, that be very generously of- 
fered to make his share, equal to Sir .George. Pocock's. He 
thought himself as. much obliged, to. him .for the offer, as 
ijf he had accepted, it, but he declined the, offer* That 
after that, he went to,. his. deputy government at > Fort Saint 
Davici, about April 175$ j that in August 1750 fee was called 
from thence to Madras, on the news of the capture of Cal- 
cutta. It was long debated by the council what force should 
fMseut to. retake. QOcRUa, «>d who. should command it* U 
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was decided in his favour, and the wish of every officer, that 
he should .go upon that expedition. In the beginning of 
October the troops were ready, and there were received on 
board Admiral Watson's squadron, and other transports, 
jftbout seven hundred Europeans belonging to the Company* 
find twelve hundred seappys : there was likewise a detach- 
jnentof two hundred and fifty of Abercron's regiment, to 
serve as marines. That they embarked about the 15 ih of 
jQctober : and after they had been some time at sea, a council 
.was held on board Admiral Watson's ship, to settle the dis- 
tribution of prize-money, and it was proposed it should be 
settled upon the same plan it was at Gherea.li, That he ob- 
jected to it because he thought it bore too hard upon the 
.military, and would not consent to a division of prize-money, 
upon any other division than of two equal parts, that one 
Jialf should go to the military, and the other to the navy. 
This was agreed to $ and they arrived at Balasore-roat} 
early in December : and it was agreed thai: the squadron 
should go up the river to Calcutta : and he looks upon that 
Attempt to be as daring and meritorious an attempt as ever 

r was made in his Majesty's sea service. That when the squa* 
.dron came within a few miles of Calcutta, he desired Admiral 
Watson would give orders fqr landing the Company's troops | 
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rat Watson would come and command himself, he had no mart^ 
her of objection. That Admiral Watson did come onshore: 
he delivered the keys of the garrison into his hands, and he 
delivered them to the Governor and Council of Calcutta. His 
Lordship further said, . That he was sent from Madras with* 
power independent of the Governor and Council of Calcutta ; 
he commanded in Bengal both as the King's and the Com pa* 
ny's officer. The King's troops, when on shore, were under him : 
he was commander in chief of the Company's forces in Ben- 
gal, by a commission from the Governor and Council of Ma- 
dras, on his setting out on that expedition. The Governor and 
Council of Madras looked on the government of Bengal as an- 
nihilated : they thought, if he had not the independent com- 
mand, the Governor and Council of Bengal would' retain the 
troops, which they thought necessary should return to Madras. 
He took the command as a military officer: the Governor and 
Council of Calcutta put their troops under his orders. 

That when he came to examine into the state of the fort, he 
found it was not defensible 5 it had no ditch ; the bastions did 
not deserve the name of bastions j the fort was surrounded by 
houses, within forty yards of the walls, which commanded thfe 
fortifications. That he suggested to the Governor and Coun- 
cil the necessity of destroying them, and making a ditch round 
the forti with6ut delay. That he Was convinced that a de^ 
fensive war would prove, destructive. He 'desired Admiral 
Watson w6ul<il land the King's troops, to reinforce those 
of the Company. ' Gfeat pa?t of the forces that went out 
from Madras, upon this expedition, were riot arrived. - The 
Admiral landed the : King's force*, amounting to two h*m?* 
dred and fifty men/ arid those added \o the CotfpaWf*. 
'red Europeans, atid twelve hundred 
\e troops they took the field at' about 
1, and encamped in a strong aitua- 
thselvej. in expectation of beraje ad 
who were upon their march to CaK 
n & few days arrived ; passed withm 
f'canlp, ahd'ericampgd his army at 
t Vhe^aWe time ^ 
ing to this ground, he rftadef'ofifbrB bf treaty, and < intimated to 
him by letters/ that he Wished t0 conrftioV* rjeace witi* the East 
Itidia Company. He encamped, about' six o'clock in the 
evening at the back of Calcutta. By* this time, the terror ef 
his march frightened aWay alT the natives, »anfd hi* Lordship 
'saw, if something was hot dbnfe, thVsquadton and land forces 
j would soon be- starved out of* the country*. 'That be sent 'Mr. 
Walsh and Mr. Scrafton to the Nabob, about seventhat even- 
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ing ; tliey returned about eleven, and assured bim they thought 
the Nabob was not sincere in his intentions for peace, and that 
he 'meant treachery. That he went immediately on boajcd* 
Admiral Watson's ship, and represented to him the necessity . 
of attacking the Nabob without delay; and desired, the assistance 
of four or five hundred sailors to carry the ammunition j inhicfc 
be assented to. The sailors were landed about one o'clock ia 
the morning j about two the troops were under arms, and about 
four they marched to the attack of the Nabob's camp. It was 
his intentions to have seized his cannon, and attacked his head 
quaterg ; biitwhen day- light appeared, there rose so thick a* 
fog, that^rt was impossible for trie army to see three yards be* 
fore theirf, which continued till we had marched through the 
army. He cannot ascertain the loss the enemy suffered, but- 
was reported very considerable : our loss amounted to about- 
an hundred and fifty kitted apd 1 wounded; That they con- 
tinued their march to the fortj' w^fere the troops were allowed^ 
an hour to rest, and ordered 'back' to camp. In the evening 
Seraje ad Dowlah and his army got to about eight or ten miles- 
from them ; he sent a letter to him and Admiral Watson, 
t^iat he desired to treat with them ; upon which it was agreed 

f to receive his proposals without delay , and a treaty was con* 
eluded, which is upon the Company's recordsi The reason 
that it was not rnor'e advantageous than it was, was that they 
had just received advice of a war with France, and the French 
had within the garrison of Chandernagore almost as many 
Europeans as they had in. the field ; and if they had joined 
Seraje ad Dowlah before the conclusion of the peace, they 
must have been, undone for there- wanted only some intelli- 
gent person to advise him not to fight at all, and they should 
have been ruined. While this treaty was carrying on, ther. 
French sent a deputation to propose a- neutrality; it being 
long, debated whether a neutrality should be accepted of. 
Seraje ad Dowlah forbad the English to* attack the French^ 
and declared, if tliey did, he^woulcj tfecome : their enemy. That 
he had no doubt but/ he would /betotne their ememy tint- 
first opportunity that 'offered'; and that he- meant by. then? 

.assistance. to drive them out oT Bengafc He supplied them 
with* money publicly,: and seot fifteen hundred men to be ready 

*tb give them' their assistance; During this time, a reinforce* 
went oif troops was received from Bombay, and it .was -taker!, 
into consideration by the Committee, whether tbey should un- 
dertake" the attack of Chandernagore, at the risk of displeasing 
the^ Nabob, and. having his army to encounter. That* the 

.members of this Committee were Mr. Drake, himself, Major 

'Ktlpatrick, and Mr. Becher. Mr. Becher. gave his opinion for 
a Neutrality, Major <Kilpatrick, for anetrtrility, Ha Lordship 
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<gaye his qpinjon for the attack pf <the,place ; Mr-Drake g>ai* 
jtn opiniop th«t no body could make any thing of. Major 
ifCilpatricJe then .Risked him, Whether be thought the 
iorces and squadrpn could attack Cbandernagore, apd the 
.Nabob's army at the same time ? He said, he thought thejr 
--could % upon .which Major Kil pa trick demirep* to withdraw 
bis opinion, and to be pf his Lordship's. They voted Mr. 
Drake'.s no opinion at a]1 i and Major Kilpatrick and be being 
the majority, a letter was written to Admiral Wats op, desiring 
shim tp co-operate in the attack pn Cbandernagore. The land 
^forces m arched (i rat and beset the place, made themselves* 
: rpasters of the outworks, and erected .tvyo batteries^one about 
an, hundred and twenty yards, from the walk, of si* 32 pound- 
ers, apd another of three 32 DounqVrs, aboijt an hundred and 
jfifty yards from the walls. By this time the squadron came 
up the river. That they surmounted difficulties, which hp 
believed no other ships coujjd have done j and it is impos- 
sible fpr him to do the ojtjc^rs of the squadron justice 
upon that occasion. The .place surrendered to them, apd it 
was in a great measure taken by them ; but h is Lordship does 
believe that the place would have taken by the army, if the 
squadron had not come up : it must have fallen into their bands, 
but not so soon. And be must say, that he thinks, if the land 
forces and seapoys could have been lauded in Calcutta, every 
event which has happened, would have happened withoqt the 
assistance of the fleet. That after Chandernagore was resolved 
to be attacked^ he repeatedly said to the Committee, as well aa 
p> others, that they could not stop there, but must go further : tha 
having established themselves by force x and not by consent of tlje 
Nabob, he would endeavour .by force to drive them out again. 
' That they had numberjess proofs of his intention j and his 
Lordship said, be {lid suggest. to Admiral Watson and Sir 
George Pocock, as well as to the Committee, the necessity of 
a revolution. M r « Watson and the gentlemen of the Com* 
mit^ee agreed upon. the. necessity of it $ and the management 
of that revolution was, wjth consent of the Committee, left 
to Mr. Watts. and him, ,Mr. Watts was resident at Mporshu,- 
dabad : he corresponded with him in cypher, and his Lordship 
sent tbe intelligepce fo the Governor aqu^ Committee y and 
Mr. Watson was always, consulted, but declined being a riieuv 
ber of that Committee. Gceat dissatisfaction arising among 
Seraje ad Dowlah's troops, a favourable , opportunity offered, 
> and Meer Jatirer was pitched upon to be, tie person to place 
in the room of Seraje ad Powlah. In consequence of which 
a treaty was formed, which, amongst others, consisted of the 
•' following article* : That one million two hundred, thousand 
*. pounds should be given to the Company $ six hundred . tfiou* 
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*and pounds to the European sufferers ; six hundred thousand 
pounds to the Navy and Army 3 about two hundred and fifty 
thousand to the natives of the country 4 and about one hun- 
* dred thousand to the Armenians. Wheo this was settled, his 
Lordship remembers that Mr. Becner suggested to the Com- 
mittee, .that he thought that Committee, who managed the 
great machine of government, was entitled to some consider** 
tion, as weH an the Navy and Army. In consequence of which, 
Mr. Watts was wrote to upon the subject 5 but what that con* 
sideration was, he never knew till-after the battle of PlasseV } 
and when fee wss informed of it by Mr. Watts, he thought it 
too much, and proposed that the Cdunrcil shotrM bate a share 
in it : the sums received were, he believed, as Mr Becber bird 
stated. Upon this being known, Mr. Watson applied, that 
he was entitled to a share to that money. He agreed in opipi* 
en with the gentlemen, when this amplication was made, that 
Mr. Watson was not one of the Committee { but at the same 
time did justice to his services, and proposed to the gentlemen* 
to contribute as much as would make his share equal to the 
Governor's and his own. About 'three or four consented to 
it, but thereat would not* H« Lordship observed, that at 
that time there were no cotovenant* existing ; the Compa- 
ny's servants were at liberty to receive presents 5 they always! 
bad received presents 5 and his idea of presents is as follows r 
When presents are received as the price" of services to the na- 
tion* to the Company, and Co that Prince who bestowed those ' 
presents 5. when they are not exacted from him by compul- 
sion j when hois in a state of independence, ' and can do With 
bts money what lie pleases j and when they are not received 
to the disadvantage of the Company j he holds presents so re- 
ceived not dishonourable ^ But when they ate received from 
ft dependent Prince ; when tbey are received for no services 
whatever j and when they are received' not voluntarily, he holds 
the< receipt of such presents dtehonoiiruble. He never made the 
least secret of the presents he had received, be acquainted I he 
Court of Directors witk k j and tbey , Who are his masters, 
and were the only persons whfo had a ri^ht to object to hhr* 
receiving, those* presents, approved of it. ' - 

Every thing being agreed on between Meer Jaffier and the 
Secret Committee, we tnarehed the army to meet the Nabob 
whom \we entirely defeated- ..His death followed soon after, 
and Meer Jaffier was, in a few days, in possession of &e go- 
vernment, and of a revenue of three millions and a half ster- 
ling per annum. ' -THe one-half of the Secret Committee being 
then present at the capital, and a *epek made by the Nabob's ' 
minister* of the 'Hate of the; treasury, it was settled, that naff 
the gum stipulated by treaty should be paid in three months* 

U2 
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and the other .half in three years, all conditionally, that w* 
support him in the government. The Nabob then, Agreeable 
to the known and usual custom Of Eastern Princes, made pre* 
sent*, both to those of bis .own court, and such of the English, 
who by their rank and abilities hdd been instrumental in the 
happy sucpess of so haaardoes an ♦ nterprize, suitable to the 
rank and dignity of a great Prince.^- 1 was one amongst the 
many who benefited by his favour, I never sougt t to conceal 
it j but declared publicly in my letters to the Secret Commit- 
tee of the Indian Directors, that the Nabob's generosity bad 
made mj fortune vaty, a$d that the Company's welfare Was 
now my only, motive, fur- staying in India. The Company had 
acquired * million, apd a half sterling, and a revenue of near 
aii hundred thousand pounds. per annunH from the suecesa 
of their, forces under my command, when ample restoration 
bad been made> to .those whose, fortunes suffered by. the calami- 
ty of Calcutta. It is well known to every gentleman in Ben* 
gal, that the honour of my country, and the interest of th* 
Company, were the principles that. governed all my actions? 
and that, had I only taken the advantageous opportunities 
that presented themselves, by my being Commander in Chief*, 
and at the head of a victorious army ;. and what by the castont 
of that country t was entitled to, the jaghire itself i great as ia 
is, would b^ve been an object scarce worth my conaidfratioai 
The city of Moorsbudabad ia as extensive* , populous, jand' 
rich, as the city of l«ondon, with this difference, 1 that there* 
are, individuals in the first, possessing . infinitely greaten 
property than any in the last city; these, as. well as othea 
men of property, made, me the. .greatest* .offers- (which* 
nevertheless are usual ; vpon such . occasions, and whai> 
they expected would have been rrqjured) end had 1 accepted 
these. offers, I might bava^beeu; it* possession ■; of millions,: 
which the present Court of .Directors ctHild not have* 
dispossessed, me of; but, preferring the ^reputation of the 
English nation* the interest of the Nabob, and the advantage- 
of the Company, to. all pecuniary considerations, I refused all 
offers that were made me, not only then, but to the last hour; 
of my continuance in tha Company's service inJJengal. 

Lord C lives Acet>v%t of the fictitious Treaty with Omichund, 
s fer his+smta»ce in lmnging*abeut the Revolution in favour 
« ef Meer Jaffier. 

Lord Clivie uiforrned the Committee, that >whe» Ma, Watte ^ 
had . nearly accomplished the means of. carrying that revoiutiea. 
into e^eoution, he acquainted* him bv letter, . that * faesh dinV> 
culty kid starred; that* Omicbund had *M»*ed upon threeu 
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per cent on all the Nabob's treasures, and thirty lack* in mo* 
ney,and threatened, if he did not comply with that demand^ 
he. would immediately acquaint Seraje ad Dowlah with what 
was going on, and Mr. Watts shoulu be put to death. — That 
when he received this adviee, he thought aft and policy war* 
rentable iu defeating the. purposes of such a villain, and that 
bis Lordship himself formed the plan of the fictitious treaty; 
to which the Committee consented: it was- sent to Admiral 
Watson, who objected to the signing of it ; but, to the best 
of his remembrance, gave the gentleman who carried it (Mr; 
Loshington) leave to sign his tiame upon it j —That, his Lord«f 
ship never made any secret of it ; he thinks it warrantable ia 
such a case, and would do it again a hundred times 5 he bad 
no interested motive in doing it, and did it with a design of 
disappointing the expectations of a. rapacious man 5 — That 
On ic bund was employed only as an- agent to Mr. Watts, aa^ 
having most knowledge of Seraje ad Dowiahs court, and had 
commission to deal with three of four- more of the court 5 and ■ 
did not believe that Omicuund was pgrsoitally known to Meet - 
•Jaftier but through Mr. Watts.. * 

When the army marched, (leer Jaffier had promised thafc-* 
he and his soil would join them with a large force at Cutwa x. 
— when they arrived there, they saw no appearance of force,-' 
to join them $, but received' letters from Meer Jatfier, informing* 
him, that the Nabob had suspected his designs, and made* 
him swear on the Koran, that he would not act against him jr 
and therefore he could not give;t^ajT promised assistance ; butt, 
that when tbey met Seraje ad Dowlah in* the held* he wouloV 
then act : at the.same time.. Oraichund received twovor three* 
letters from, ( ^h& Nabob 1 s camp, that the affair was discovered,* 
and that Meer f JfLftiet and . the Nabob were one : — Uhat his* 
Lordship was nujch puzzled > fa* he thought it extremely rham 
zardous to pass a river which is only tordable- in onvpkce** 
march one hutuicedand fiftp milea,uri the ooun try* and, risk >&. 
battle, when, if f .a defeat envied, Dot one man would hayed , 
returned to tell it, fo this situation he- called a council v# 
war : and the question be. put was, .Whether they should close! 
the river and attack Seraje. ad Dowlah -wish, theii own. forces* 
alone, or .wait tor. further intelligence ) Every rneaiber ganrefr 
their opinion against the aUacfci till they had received iuatbfis* 
intelligence, except Captains Coot* and Grant, His Lord-* 
ship observed,, this wa^ the only .council of. war that ever, he* 
held, and, if he had abided by that v coqncil, JtvWQuld havei 
been.. tf»e.. ruin of the Bast. India- Company* Alter- abdut 
twenty-four hours mature consideration, his Lordship* ssnd,I 
he took upon himself to break .through* .the opinion of the* 
council,;, aud ordereu the. army toxcossahje rive* * andwmtti 
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fee did \ijnm that occasion, lie did without receiving advice 
from any one, 

Loid Clive farther said, that ifrr. Watts was two or three 
snout its employed in the negotiation of the revolutiou ; and 
the correspondence was carried on entirety between himself and 
"hit. W*tt«$ that be did not know exactly the amount of the 
treasure of Seraje ad Dowlah, bat believed aboat three or 
fmir mrllions * that the final terms of the agreement between 
Meer Jkfter and Mr. Watts, Were not agreed on still a few 
days before the march of the army ; that Mr. Lushington was 
the person who signed Admiral Watson' 3 by name his Lord* 
*Lip*s order. 

John Walsh, Esq 1 being here called by the Committee to 
give an account of what be knew of tfie 'fictitious treaty, said, 
that lie and Mr. Lushiagton went together €0 Calcutta with 
the treaty, with a letter from Colonel CMve ( and that h\$ 
bis idea had always been, that Amirat Watson refused to sign 
the fictitious treaty, but permitted Mr. Liisbington to do it for 
niiu : that the fictitious treaty was wrote on red paper $ and 
lie remembered Omichund was verv earnest in his inquiry* 
after that purticulur paper, after the Nabob was put upon the 
Musnud. 

Lord Olive further aeqrtftintedthe Committee that all the let* 
ters in cypher which passed betweo Mr. Watts and hioiseJC are 
not entered in the country f orrespDrtttence or any' where else $ 
that he bad got swna of the letters ; but did not know whether he 
fead the. letter wherein mention is made of Ormchurid'a demand 
of five per cent On the treasures, and thirty lacks, that the fictiti- 
ous treaty, to the best of his remembrance, stated tnirty lacks, 
and five per cent, upon the treasures ; it might be fifty lacks for 
aught he knows. That he' believe* the letter relating to the 
donation to the Army and Navy, is entered 6t mentioned in one 
of his letters $•— <hedid netTecoftect what he paid to the heirs of 
Adnwral Watson ; that he wrote tin the Secret Committee in 
Btightnd, staling the donations to the Navy and Army, but not 
the donations to the Committee;— He Wrote a private letter 
to Mr. Paine, th#tt ChairMan/in Which he nientioned the dona-' 
tsoosto the Committee $ that he mentioned in his general 
letter that the Nabobs bounty tord matte his fortune easy ; — ne : 
katW4*T no stipalntion by Mr. Watts, for -fifty Ihdks, or ant 
othet4um, besides the donation ' to the AVirtV and Navy and 
Select Committee ; if there wafc an* Svt6h slim, it wa4 without 
hiseonsent or knowledge. •" , '-' J 

In regard to the fete of Seraje a<TDowlah, nis Lordship said, 
U bad been informed that be fW, and tbok shelter hi a 
faoqiiier> house, whose nose and ears he had cut off upon & 
turner occasion t that there was a brother of Meet JatterV 
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s& IJBjmehal (a small distance fron> the place whcre-he took 
refuge) that this facqqier sent immediately notice to him, that 
he had Serajead Dpwlah in his house, and be; should keep him .< 
till he could seize him 5 that the Nabob's brother immediately 
set out with a few attendants, and seised him and that he waa * 
brought froni thence to the city, and immediately put $ death - 
by Meerun, Meer Jaffier s son ; it is said without the father's 
knowledge ; that his Lordship knew nothing, of it till the next? 
diay, when the Nobeb made him acquainted with it, and * 
apologised for his conduct, by saying that b* had raised a* 
mutiny among his troops ; and this was all his Lordship kuew of 
the matter. 

Lord Clive farther said, in regard to the fictitious treaty that 
fte did not recollect whether Mr. Lusbington brought it bacX- 
with Mr. Watson's name to it ; to the best of his remembrance, 
Mr, Lusbington told him, that Admiral Watson gave him> • 
leave to sign his name tatha fictitious treaty:— he did not re- 
collect whether Mr. Watipn's seal was potto it; but believe* - 
tb$t Mr. .Watson's name and a seal were* put to both the * 
treaties before they were dispatched to Mr. Watts ; he is not *- 
certain whether Mr*. Lusbington signer) in his presence at Cal* - 
cwtta, or the French gardens. Roybullub did. not receive fivei - 
percept, on all the money paid, but on seme of it particularly, 
not on that which -was paid to the army and navy .-^-Roybullub ' 
was, one of the Nabob's generals. 

His Lordship being asked, what might be the particular value, • 
itt money or jewels, received by him and such other gentlemen^ 
as he may recollect } said, He received about sixteen lacks of ' 
rupees clear, after deducting commission and all other articles 5 - 
that he received no jewels, but al^-in money 5 that he believed 
Mr. Watts might receive altogether about eight lacks ; Mr.. 
Walsh about five* there were three or- four more but could not ' 
recollect the sums, that he thinks Mr. Scrafton had two lacks; - 
but is not certain/. The^e donations were given exclusive of 
the sums stipulated for the gentlemen */ the Committee, Coun* 
cilj Aimy, and Navy .■;— That, the share he received as commander*^ 
in chief, amounted to about two lacks -, M.ijer Kilp*trick, ho 
believed, had about three or four lacks, exclusive of the sum* 
stipulated for the Army and Committee ; Mr. Lusbington had- ^ 
something very trifling", about fifty thousand rupees; Captain * 
Grant had one lack. 

His Lordship also said, that these presents were not paid 1 
down at the time, but by instalments ; and his Lordship 
being asked by wbat instalments the presents, above those - 
stipulated for the Army, Navy, Council, and Committee, were 
paid I he said, That be knew of no agreement, but they were' 
paid half dswn, and half in about fifteen moathv to the * best- 
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•T Ms- remdfrtbrawce.— And being further qu^iohfed; Whether, 
when the first half was paid dftwWhis Lordship had any ex- 
pectation Of the remainder ? he said, He had, trom ttie inter- 
tigenceof Mr. Watts, who acquainted him that the present for 

&is share would amount to twenty racks, but he received <m\f 

'Sixteen ; that lands the artwum of seven hundred thousand 

«pmiadH a year were mortgaged, for payment of the remainder df 

>3neBey stipulated by treaty ; the mortgage, he believed, was 
tnade about December )757,or the January following; that 

ISir George Pocock applied to the €tov«rnor m&Cotmtflt, by 
letter, to deswe that they would advance to the Nary their 

- remaining half of the fifty lacks given to the Navy artd Army, 
desiring that the Governor tfttd Council woi*4d Make anch a 
deduction as they thought reason aWe <bf the i^isk of advanc- 
ing the raoaey; — that some sharp letters passed upon the 

•occasion ; and to the best of his remembrance, he was the ori> 
4y person of that Council who objected to that request beitig 

'Complied, with ; and then, after it hatd been complied with, he 
made the same request in favour of the Army, and not be- 
fore ;— that the money deducted, to the best of his remem- 

France, was five lacks., the remaining twenty lacks was paid 

'down by the Company for the Navy and Army. 

Loid iMve went on* to relate, that on the 22d of June 
1757, in the evening, tW Army crossed the river, arid march- 
ed all night, amidst incessant rains, untfll they reached 
Plassey<-grove ; and early in ihe morning the army of Su- 
wge ad Dowlah attacked them in that situation, The battle 
"feeing attended with 1 so little bloodshed, arose from two causes : 
First, The army was sheltered by so high a bank that^e 
"feeavy artillery <>f the> enemy could not possibly -do them much- 
mischief. The other was, that 8eraje ad Dowlah had not con- 
fidence in bis army, nor his army any confidence in him, and 
therefore they did not do their dttty.^-His Lordship said, that 
*fter the army was routed, 8eraje a ad Dowlah, for the sake of 
expedition, tied to the city upon an elephant, which he 
reached that night, thirty mite* front the field of battle —That 
the troops pursued the routed .tfrmy' about nine miles, td a 
place- culled Deudpore ; and' in the evening Meer Jaffier sent 
Jlim Word, that he and many more of the great officers, and a 

. very considerable pan of «he arm t> were in expectation of his 
orders. — That he sent Messrs. Watts and Scrafton to wait 
upon him j and he came to hinVthe next morning, accom- 
panied by his son, made many apologies to him for the non- 
performance of bis agreement to join them, and said, his fate 
was in his hand. That he assured Meer Jamer that the English 
would most religiously perform their treaty, and advised hint to 
jjuraueJteraje ad Dowlafe* without delay, end- he TV'duld follow 
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•with the "English army \ that when Seraje id Dowkh arrived 
sft the city, his palace was full of treasure ; but with all 
that treasure he could not purchase the confidence of his army $ 
he was employed in lavishing considerable sums among his 
troops, to engage them to another battle ; about twelve at 
night the fatalnews was brought him of Meer Jaffier's arrival 
St the city, closely followed' by the English army; he then irk 
despair gave up all for lost, and made his escape out of one of the 
palace- winoWs^ with only two or three attendants, that the Bn^' 
glish Army having encamped 1 within about six miles of Moorshu- 
debed, his Lordship sen* Messrs. Watts and Whlshto congratu- 
late Meer Jaffier upon bis soeoess, and to know the time when 
be should enter the city 5 in consequence of which, the day was 
fixed upon, and he entered the city with two hundred Euro- 
peans, and five hundred seapoys ;— that the inhabitants, who 
were spectators upon that occasion, must have amounted to 
genie hundred thousands $ and if they had- any inclination to 
h«rre destroyed the Europeans? they might hare done it with' 
sticks and stones. On that day, continued his Lordship, be- 
ivg under no kind of restraint, but that of my own conscience, 
1 might have become too rich a subject ? but I had fixed upon 
that period to accomplish ati my views whatever, and from 
tfcat period to this hour, which is a space of fifteen y«*ars, 1 have 
not benefited myself^ directly or indirectly, the value of one 
shilling, jaghire excepted. I have been placed m great and 
eminent stations*, surrounded with tempations j the civil 
and military power were united in me 5 a ciroumstanoe which 
has never happened to any other man before that time, or 
sifiHse.: the Committee will' therefore judge, whether I have-been 
morderate w immoderate in the pursuit of riches; 

Lord dive went on to relate, that a few days after his arrival 
art the, city, Meer Jutfier was placed on the Musnud, and pro*- 
claimed Nabob of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, and a day was 
fixed upon to consider the state of the Nabob's treasures, and 
to-eee bow far he. would comply with the treaty immediately : 
_ *nd after that state was known this matter was left to be decided 
by the Setts, two men of immense wealth, and great influence j 
aad it was agreed that half should be paid down, and 
the. other half ia three years 5— that at this meeting was Omi~ 
chund, and when the real treaty came to be read, the indignation 
and resentmentexpressed in that man's countenance, beats all 
description. He said, " This canpot be the treaty, it was a red 
treaty that I saw." That his Lordship replied, " Yes, Omi- 
chund, but this is a white treaty." — That this important busi- 
ness being accomplished, he returned to Calcutta with the 
army. 

The great authority of Allyverde Khan's government had so 
long established itself ia the minds of his subjects,, and all that. 
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authority hfctng rested in tbe peraon of Seraje ad Dowlah, tfiaV 
a revolution to sudden and unexpected, filled every one wit It 
terror and astonishment, which was kept, up by the inarch 
of a considerable. detachment under the command of Captain 
Coote, in pursuit of Moos. Laws, who marched from 
Fatoa at the head of an bundled Frenchmen,, tbe only remains- 
of that nation in all the three provinces, to the assistance of 
tbe late Sou bah, and were within a few hours march of 
him when he was taken prisoner 5 but they returned on Cap* 
tain Coote' s approach, who followed them till they had pass- 
ed the . boundaries/ of tbe Soubah's dominions. The Na- 
bob of Patna was one Raranarain, a Hindoo faithfully at- 
tached to bis late master, who, supposing Meer Jaffier would* 
not confirm him in his government, was meditating a junc- 
tion with tbe Soubah of Gtide, the sen of the late Vizier,, 
•whose territories, border on those of Patna. There was such, 
evident proof of this, that Colonel Clive advised Meer Jaffie* • 
to displace him, which was approved, accepted, and tbe or- 
der sent. • ' 

But before this memorable revolution is done with, a fewr 
particulars as to the manner of Seraje ad £>owlah's death,., 
which came to light some months after, may be added. 

Sjraje ad Dowlab waa taken on tbe 3d of July, after havings 
wandered about, from tbe time be had made his escape from^ 
h,is palace, forsaken and almost naked, and was brought backi 
tp Jus oapitaJ in the night. Meer J a flier immediately held a 
council of bis most intimate, friends about- the disposal or\ 
hirof all agreed it would be dangerous to grant his life, and^ 
tjiat he should immediately be put to death, lest tbe English 
Commander' 8 clemency should plead for his preservation* 
Seraje ad Dowlah received the dreadful sentence treaibling $ 
he, wept bitterly, and pleaded bard for life on any terms ; but. 
when be found all entreaty in vain, he desired only a delay of 
a> few moments to wash, and say his prayers. His merciless • 
executioners flung a* pot of water over him, and dispatched 
bim with their swords.— He shewed no mercy, and he had 
no mercy. He possessed the. unjustly-acquired dominions, 
of his grandfather fifteen months aod a few days ; and it was 
in the twenty-fifth year of his age when he fell under th*L 
unrelenting order given to bit destroyers. 
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THEHISTORY OP THE FOUNDATION OF THE PRE* 

SENT CHURCH OF St. JOHN,' IN, CALCUTTA, 

WITH SOME NOTICE RESPECTING THE OU> ■-, 

CHURCH, THE OLD CALCUTTA (JtfARIv 

TYi AND THE FREE SCHOOLr 



.About fwehty years after the* restoration of Charles thfe Sjs« 
cond, we find in that reigh of wit, gaiety, and licentiousness,, 
the name of Streynsham Masters highly conspicuous among; 
the worshippers of the true religion of Jesus.-^ In Biitisb Indian 
may the name of Streynshani r Masters be immortal \ Deatv 
•Prideaux whoxfatts his^ocoiiot of the East-India settlements,* 
of the English, (Jan. 23, 1694 5) says— " There is not so/* 
much as a chapel Tfc any } of the English s< 
true religion, except at F6rt Saint ' George, o 
a church has been erected for the use of the 
by the piety and care of Mr: Masters, then P 
any aid or countenance from the Company 
In other places the rooni they eat in contains 
tion/' 4 . 

c * Streynsham Masters Entered on the Government of thfi^ 
Presidency of Fort Saint George on the 6th day of February 
rt78 ; >he nmb rsncceeVled on the 13th oay of July, 1 G8 1 , by* 
Mr. Giffbrd; during the short period tf a- Government ^f 
little more than three years, Mr. Rasters strenuously eudea* 
ttioted to instill a sense and^ remembrapce of the true religioar 
\n the rising settlement; committed to bis charge. At the* 
time we write of, the Company^ servants chiefly were mere/ 
adventurers, led to Intitaby' the desire of lucre and the hopes, 
of a speedy arid; prosperous tetitfo to- England. When a eom~- 
n*unUy f conJ*Ut| of . a fleeting body, that will not regularly 
colonise, Jittle jregard is paid t** the • important concerns off 
religiont • •••• «t» » u- •<.'*<• •*<• -< ':/\\ :;; '.:;"'.,. .',', 
' Tb$: '^atbh'^st-^^^bmp^iijr.al i^e,8a|roepefiod.sp^nt. 
ten k thousand, pnup^ annually, in r tfce, propagation oft the* true? 
Christian Faith. Able missiomriee*w«re* sent to their mrfous* 
settlements, arid -ii«uiiveArty v wa^;*8taMMhbd' at Ceylon : to* 
perfect their grand de^gr/,' Wa SqnptuVes were translated in to> 
the Majavese arid other oriental languages.- • 
, The English Factory at< Calcutta > was ■ established by Mr; 
tiaatoeol** in * the year 1689-9$, and the fortifications of oI$ 
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Fort William were raised in 1696-7 ; but when the p*oua ex- 
ample of Mr. Masters was followed in Bengal, cannot now, 
perhaps, Kb' iteertfelhtd *<tl> fifed lion * > Hi the doarsfeoT 
twentf yaars twp trefortcinate circu instance* occurred to des- 
troy the records of Calcutta, the only source from whence wa 
could btpfe U'derftrf : triia Infer ftnatwri. ' 4f any public papers 
^eresav^frouj^t^e.^r^fal ^oap|a^ions of oon^ulst^ nature 
in 1737, they were, with tne succeeding records, spoiled by 
the unsparing.lMa<ltfdtVaata(it)«aM Makonfaledan barbari- 
ty at tbe capture of Calcutta i n the year 1 756. 

English might haje 
, the yta# l7W,jaf 

neniaoa, anipdua* 
thf sacred ewwupl* 
A of St. Nazareth 
; Armenian, in tat* 

?cise date, yet wa, 
ablush Church of Old 
rl723+ Thefol* 
l*gazint> printed ia 

d 12th of, October 

At the month nf tfifc 

-Ganges, which reached sixty leagues up tba rirer, Th,er« was 

it the same time a violent earthquake, whiph threw down aj 

.great many houses along the river side* in .fiaJgof»{l \c. Cat* 

"'♦Tbere wai a'fchrfsrtan Tonjple tr^ciki at A^fa aamjt the.yeaa 
HOO %y thi» ferfcaf and tntUh'eri Emperor Akhar, a m»o.rcn or no Gird 
an-Agltate, bat *o* wbfr'favfttireti tarfttMhUf i Ms <*>*tt*4atot 8aiib Je- 
fcaa 4f.«4rayfd HiU hv>n4i«f at ** Wf*^d>*aiat/4 aaoiaWate. 

+ Eitraci from, the Travel* of Cai»«aln l»«M«»^r Hw*^^«*»wh# 
tfcfrat nts lime trading In var4^>n» parti, of tfee .Eaat l^diei from tt&yjea* 

w»8 tvms. t>ut)!^d hi mi; _ . , ''. • 

v * AOrfHt ***** y j»H« front RoW WiWam ^aadt ih* tlfoW* fcalH *f 
t>* pj^fPhafifi^ Mwrcaimb tt^MJn^- iar^;aa*.rtte jftaJk U aja »*»* 
▼olenre of seafttfr m^n. whose affair* railed then t» ttadff(4lr«tft 




•/ Jo^ea^a^jaft^y*^ Htar*hy*riB** ■■** 

that 'wy bfow-beat. The .JfrffaM ffpfrj M |M»*». ^a Arocemioo 
t%T«W^t* *owW > tfce * o.nah C^Ud *ntve the^r Church la. fabjA 
their Images in, and rae ^aMftmetfan* tire Yittf (ff^c^ntert^rffeff 1 ^ 
b*< fh<^eUfe rJ©;PWe^icaM*xcepiwWa»*j M«rtto6f}«o4f fjtell Cau^ch- 
nienand our low, orhetwee* the .(ao<w*a*rfg jftatfy +$&iQltyt>1ttkiM 
Her&haou 4a PoioU of frada.'* 
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**Wo) alone, a port btsoagfog to tbe.Enelidi, two Jmndresl 
houses -were thrown down, nW M<? *i£-* ««rf magnificent 
*teeple •/ ike English Church sunk into the ground without 
breaking. It is computed that 20,000 ships, barks, sloops, 
boats, canoes, &c. hare been -cast away* *Of nine English 
strips, then io the tSangeJ^ eight were lost, and most of Hut 
«erews drowned. Rarks.tf jsifttti .tons wens, blown two leagues 
up into land over the tops of high trees ; of four Butch ships 
in the river tbnrie were lost, with their men and cargoes; 
300,000 souls are said to have perished. The water rose forts; 
'&et higher than ttsuaKn the Ganges." 

.. The curious and observant Mr. HoiweH could, doubtless* 
%ave given *is a particular account of the foundation of the 
sacred structure injured so -materially by this dreadful calami* 
<ty, for he arrived in Calcutta so early: as the year 1731 -2 : as 
lie (eyes of this honourable man were lately sealed in the 
dumber of death, we perhaps might seek, in vain among the 
living, survivors of Old Calcutta for this desirable information; 
The OJd Church A>i Calcutta was demolished during the trou-: 
4»les of 1 7OT by «fee . army of Sersje ad Dowlah. I Hay /son-, 
tigMOits to tJbe Old Fort, at . the west end»< where die Waters* 
Suildtngs now sjtaxd. . 

The victory of PJaasey* gained i»y Colonel Clive in June: 
1757, laid the foundation of New Calcutta and of New Fort 
WiMianj, Decisive as thjs battle .was, yet it could not he ex* 
|>ected to produce inifnediafeely that serene tranquillity among 
'the reinstated EngHah,; which would have been absolutely 
Mneasary to dispose S|^em to repair <wev» tt practicable) the 
dismantled walls that krtesy surrounded "their sacred altar; 
or lead them to reflect jeriQjjsJy_o.a & plan for the erecjfQn j>f 
smother temple to the Almighty. Four years of succeeding, 
Vai V?nM, troubles left Hhk ^ime to the .inhabitants df C«l« 
cult* /or .M&eoSotewo 'purpose* of puWic devotion : but* the? 
§Mk year <if$2) •$ characterized as the year of tranquility 

lb1ft<H«V " ' -'," \ / ' ' 

*/ f tfe;^^t ^etfj je?kr% to fJie ; origin of an institution JntiT 
tima|«ly ,conv«cj»d ,witb these ecclesiastical aotioeSjM as fthe> 
srand piluw of its preUearl sap port arose from the rums of the 
WChMh; •;;•- •;■'• ^ l /; l >- l r ' ' ./ : 
^,Op" tSe^corppleUbp pf/Si; Jobn*s Church * tin? ire* general 
Y^Uy.mct p« ,the. 8tb,i(jaY of May )7&7 i Bad ComwaUta 
preeidtsk front a adrwtmy thtffl maltey vte^pewred that -such 
fttri^injjk J^ $> r $# '$rt e *'ii(to& be^n.^rfcserve^iincd 

y(Mtfm* e * ^flm^^ tkita jvegtj^ce 

& ih« trustee to wihonft Mr^Latkiw^tbe.GJHBrch^iivarsW>:oen'T 

^Ae^^temimbmmdkm^e^mp^^dh'm^ go to Bombay in 

1783. The untimely death of his successor, Mr. VaiisitttetJ 
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in October 1786, overturned all hopes. 'of leading to any trace* 
of their discovery, nor were any proceedings found that had 
taken plaee during his Wardensbip This was the third time 
unforeseen and unfortunate circumstances occasioned the loss- 
of tbeifecords, in consequence of 'which the present Vestry de- 
termined to elect two Church- wardens with a succession, and 
to lodge ah* pubtie papers in future in the archives of the New 
Church. 

The late Mr. Secretary Hay, when officiating us- Church* 
warden, used every possible endeavour to ascertain* the origin 
of the old Calcutta Charity Fund : on application to Mr. Cltaflee 
Weston, who bad resided many years in Bang*!,* aud'ected 
formerly as Vestry Clerk, Mr. Hay received the answer entered* 
on the proceedings of the Select Vestry, May the22d, 1787, 
of which, the following is an extract : 

"May the L2th, 1-787.— I have received your favour of the 
11th instant. The old court house, (called the town kail) 
was formerly * lower-roomed bouse, and I 'always heard it 
belonged- to the Charity ; the* 1 first foundation whereof I be* 
lieve» was by subscription, and its support also. The Charity 
boys were lodged and educated there, and the whole annual 
expence of twenty children, I believe, did no* exceed rupees 
2400, about forty or' forty- five years ago, I mean current or 
arcot rupees, as the siccae were not current till after the year 
1757, when the English gained the battle of PJassey* The 
upper works of the said house were also built by subscription, 
I % believe, in 1 7 65» 6r • 66. When Lord Ch*ve : was Governor^ 
one Omichund, a very rich merchant, gave 20 or 30i%Q&vot+ 
pees for this purpose $ as 1 have heard. • < */-S 

«\ <; ; . > : 'iii •■ ■■■• ■'■■*_ ■■ ■ • ""' ! ' w '■■ ■]•*?* 

>,. i • • . ... j» ' ' '. ' . "... - • | •• • * JO'V"} 

' * Mr. Charles Weston.ihe son of the Recorder of the Mayor's Court* 
wasborft in Calcutta 1 in 'mt, in a Honse then opposite to where the 
tiretla Bater tfe#>*ands. He recollects the fcreat riorm antt'intrtAU 
Vvjo: ftfnST; a» M compelled his family to.qiiit the* Hon**. (The afeat 
|Heof Hie Church he states to have falleo prostrate, a more prQhsb|jt 
position ta have Cell to than that staled in }he qeqtlemaiu's jAagao&aa* 
Thellbu'des of the Europeans in Calcutta at that t\me were surrounded* 
withspanroasgavdens* io which they stood central. This sentient*** 
ujra* vV;,fctcod asd afttefliate of aft>. HotweH, and carried anas as 
a militia man at the Old Fort in 1756. He is the founder; of his owe 
optionee -surely, Fortuqe. never besf© wed wealth better than on 
FfieVles Wesson— a striking and existing eVampie that chaste and 're? 
ftiedteWirnVntt sire not con One d tocowplettion <ev climate. Thrs tro* 
)) boopfa'ble, mao rosined at Chinstfsah ami* a groap «f nccestieat 
people -soothed and sopiforifd by his bounty- ,Tuom who.ha4»cea 
better da>s on.whom Fortune has ceased It o stnJie nad been comforted 
by Charles Wtsfon. Orie hundred 43o1d WohdrV a niAth'Were regular)/ 
drssribnttd urih* iot^tafron**' bait place*.' On W table, 1 too* 'was. 
f9jri**B.v Sf rear to 4e4a4 pMl^r4CM;?aU«iutt^ 
f abjehjiud r/ • ;> . ... A -, { . ^_.. t ,, ; --..,, v . ; - v Ay - 
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*• Thereat of the old Cpurt House Chinch eetleetions, and 
interest oa the fund in the hands pf the Hon. Company have 
maintained twenty boys and enabled the charity \o bestow ' 
somt trifling donations. 

"In 1773 -4-5 1 paid to the church-warden 6 or 7000 
current rupees, as executor to the estate of Lawrence Con* 
atantios, deceased, who bad left the revemon of bis estate tn> 
the poor and other charitable purposes. 

"The bulk of the charity food now in the bauds of the} 
Honorable Company, I believe originated from the restitutio* - 
money received for pulling down the English Church by tot 
Jfoore at the capture of Calcutta ia 1756. 
• We learn principally from this letter, ancf parity from other 
efocuroeots, that the agregate fund of the old Calcutta Charity 
••rose from the following sources* 

lst.~The origtasi subscription 0UKle before, er about the 
year 1739. 

2d.— Cburoti collections* 

&d.-*»The restitution money for the demolition of theotsl ' 
Church, made by the fifobeb»M*er Jaffier Ally Khan. The 
amount is unascertained* 

4th.— The donation of Omicaund by Jbinjeelf, es*hja AN 
moner after his demise; He died in Calcutta in 17e»V The- ; 
•mount and particular* are-uuasccnaioed, 

5tb.«-*8eveo thousand current tupeee (orleie) pnidin the 
year 1773*4 by Mr. Charles Wcston» aa-executer to the estate 
of Lawrence Constantino, an opulent Portuguese, deceased. 

To the above njust be added 8(K^ rupees per moo^b, paid 
by the Company to the fund, at rent far the Mayor'iHw Town 
Balls afterwards ceiled the Old Court House. How this be/> 
name the property of the oW : Calcutta Charity Puad is jiow un* 
known : when .the question was put to the Select Vestry by • 
liie Company 'a Attorney in the year 1792, they replied, « We 
apprehend the unimerruptod p o ss e s i o n of the said premises 
for above forty years is the test t*Le that ceo be produced < 
for the said property."* 

. The samoua Omichued is supposed to have contributed 
largely to this charity, as Mr. Weston states ft> have heard » 
from general report. Mr. Hay, on a reference to Me. William * 
Sfemfcore, -an highly •vspecteWe Orieutaluvt, on the subject of 

Mn 1799 the property of tbs Old Court Boose was conveyed to 
fJoveroneet, *he stilt allow ,- for it the mostMy root of 000 Sicca Ra* 
fee* in ooasidetiuioa of the eejtct to white it it appropriated. The 
Wilding »a tee suae year wet rased to the f reon*% Mr. Ocmo speak* 
lag of it io the year 1756 terms it " a icty spacious house of one floor 
la waicathe Mayors Court aad Assizes used to ho held.* 9 

Zl 
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Omichund's donation, received two letters which were en f erect 
on the proceedings of the Vestry. I subjoin extracts from 
them both. 

"May the llth, 1787.— The will of Omichund is in the 
Mahajun's Nagree, a character known to very few of the na« 
tives here, and with which f am totally unacquainted. Mr. 
William Johnson applied for a copy of it some times ago, and 
could find only one man who was able to copy it. The dialect 
Is I suppose, that df Punjab, which is analogous to common 
Hindoostanee, I should find probably difficult to translate. 
ft is true, indeed, that when I was here on a visit in 1774, I 
chanced to get acquainted with one of Omichund's family, 
and at his desire I made a translation of the Will, as read to 
me by him, and from his explanations 5 but I have great 
doubts of its accuracy. I have sioce, however, seen it pro* 
<Juced on some occasion in court, and I suspect that Mr. 
William Johnson^ or Mr. Wroughton, must know where it 
is. It might possibly answer your purpose— If not, some of 
fthe more eminent Mahajuns may perhaps supply you with a 
man that can read the character, point ont the part you want, 
and explain it for the purp oses of translation.'! 

Mr, Chambers's second letter, dated the 30th of May 1787, 
is as follows : 

" I have had the Nagree Moonshee with me, who has made 
several copies of Omichund's will for different persons, and, 
after putting the will . into his hand and making him examine 
it afresh, have questioned him respecting the subject on which 
you wish to be satisfied, and he decbrres that there is not a 
word in it about the Old Court House, or indeed about any 
of his houses in particular, but says, that the body of the wifl 
consists of detail of legacies in money "bequeathed to different 
persons, at the end of which he gives the remainder of bta 
fortune (whatever it -may be) to Gooroo Gobind (*. e. — his 
tutelary Saint) to be bestowed' for charitable uses in the way 
of his religion, appointing Hurobree 'Mull hisexecutor and 
almoner in that matter. The man has also read several parts 
of it to me; wlrtcn seem to confirm this account, and I have 
some faint remembrance of its contents at the time I transit 
lated it, which corresponds with his report of it." • » 

As a discretionary power was given to- the executor and 
almoner, respecting the portion of Omichund's fortune sur- 
plus , to. the specified . legacies, he, perhaps, wns ihs direct 
donor to the old Calcutta Charity Fund, Mr. Weston states, 
" that he heard 20 or 3<M)0O Rupees • were given by O mi- 
chund, when Lord Cli*e was Governor, &c." Omichund is 
Stated to have ,/died -in 1763 and Lord Clive, did not arrive yi 
India, until the third day of May 1765. This induces me to 
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• 

believe Huaooree Mull made the donation in the name of the 
.deceased. ■ 

As the restitution money given by the Nabob Meer Jaffier 
Ally Khan constituted the bulk of the old Calcutta Charity 
Fund, I Jiave noticed it here, although it led to digression and 
the anticipation of other circumstances. 

When Calcutta began to enjoy repose from the troubles 
occasioned by Cossin Ally Khan, the erection of a new church 
became an object of general desire ; the Council often issued 
directions . fof delineating a plan for one : the church of St. 
Stephen, WaJbroqk, in London, was always proposed as the 
model ; this small church is considered by Connoisseurs as 
one of the most finished compositions of that consumate archi- 
tect, Sir Qhrfctopher Wren. As this model waa determined 
on, one draught : of St. Stephens was executed by Colonel 
Poller, and another. by Colonel Fortnam, In the mean time 
a temporary place of devotion was erected within the walls of 
the' battered garrison, and denominated " The Chapel of the 
©JdFort." 

It is remarkable that the erection of an edifice so desirable 
us a temple of worship would have been delayed even for five 
years, especially in such a capital as Calcutta, which after the 
reinstatement of the English was gradually ascending the pin- 
nacle of splendour ; yet, let the cause be what it will, it was, 
not until the year 1782, under the auspices of the princely andt 
munificent Hastings, that the Inhabitants of Calcutta seriously 
determined to erect an edifice foe the celebration of public 
worship, suitable to the eiercise of the ministerial functions, 
and to such a numerous auditory as might be expected in the 
Capital of our Indian Empire* 

- On the eighteenth day of December, .1783, the new.church 
committee first met, which was attended by Governor Has* 
tings and bis Council. As ,the sum of. thirty- five thousand 
nine hundred and fifty rupees had been subscribed already, 
the committee determined to comments the building. 

Every t circumstance conspired to favour the event., The 
Maba Bajah Nobkissen presented,, in addition to the old 
Burying. Ground, six biggahs and ten cpttahs of the adjoining 
lani as the Durkhaust specifies, in Mowzah Dhee Calcutta.? 
This was the spot on which the Old Magazine stood, and 
which* with the old Burying Ground, was once the. ce* 
jnetery.of St. John's. 

In Jan. 1784, JWeut James Agg, of the Engineer Corps, a 

pvolessionel architect, offered this services to the committee) 

■ ' • '■ ' - ■ " " ' ... i 1 • ■ ■■ i" ' ," ' "i" » [ i ■ 'i j ■» ){\ 

* The greasd given %y Rajah JfettiuCD wat ibto valued sat aft*** 

40,090 Rppcev 
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• 

they Wire adcapted, and that gentleman wae chosen to aupar* 
intend the building of tbe proposed structure/ 

Tbe first Atone di the New Chwreh was lead on Tuesday, 
theftiftth day of April 178#, on the morning of which Mr. 
Wbd*r, Acting resident, gave a publie breakfast at the Old 
Court House, whence he proceeded, attended by the great 
officers of state, and the principal inhabitant* of Calcutta, to 
the ground <ipon whieh the sacred edifice was to be erected j 
the first atone wa* laftd by Mr* Wfeeier wien tbe smusj cere- 
•monies. A prayer was vead on she occasion b/the Her Mr. 
Johnson, tettior chaplain. On % "plate <rf tapper, graved in 
tbditow.wto^foyomogitrtcriptiwni 

The fast atoMnftJhis Sacred Building, 

Raised by the liberal aneT voluntary 

Subscription of BritiA Subject* 

and Other*, 

Wag kM under the auspices of 

The Honourable Warren Hastings, Eso^ 

Go«eri»er Genera) of India, * 

On the 0th day of April 1 7#4, 

And in the 19th year *f his Government. . 

Posterity will be astonished to loam that Mr. Shepherd 
charged 232 current rupees (25 pounds) for engraving the 
copper plate. The elegant e/ts at this em bad made only 
alow progress in Bengal, but from henceforward they advanced- 
*fith unusual rapidity : the present year pas distinguished by 
tfceiasthutien of a Utdrary Society, which stall continues **» 
delight and instruct mankind, 

• As soon aa the first stone of the Church was laid, all de- 
scriptions of people co-operated in forwarding the progress 
4df the building. Gentlemen, Whose local situations enabled 
them as agents to 'superintend and speedily procure materials, 
acquiesced with every requisition made to them by the Church 
"Commit tee, and rendered their services, with alacrity. The- 
toost remarkable letter l find recorded on this occasion is that 
from Mr. Charles Grant then residing at Maida, whieh, as it 
contains some observations respecting the ruins of the ancient 
had renewed city of ©our, I will make strch quotations from,. 
a* may be acceptable to tbe speculative traveller and historian. 

" Malda, June 9th, J 784.— I imagine a number of stones* 
Uuffictent for the pavement of the New Church may be collect- 
ed from the ruins of Gour. The stones are of various sisss* 
many from a foot to two feet long, seven inches to fifteen, 
tread, and seldom less than six inches .deep. They areof a> 
|due colour j tboacLhare occasionally viewed bare appeared 
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te be bewr* orttnree sides, but not polished . * Alt the remains 
of Gour are unquestionably the property of Government, 
which we may dispose of them at pleasure, asr was the custom 
ofthe'Soubrthaart. ; 4 * •' ; 

"It flfey ' not • be amiss to add, that besides the se stones, 
which are used ftr the buildings of Gour; there are atoiong the 
ruins a few huge masses* which appear to be of bide 'marble, 
and have a fine polish, l^be most remarkable tot these covered 
the tombs of the kings of Gour, whence they were removed 
about fifteen yaar* ago (1768-9) by a Major Adams, employed 
in surveying, who intended to send them tb Calcutta, but not 
being able to Weigh them into- boats, they still remain on the 
bank* of the revets Some time since I was desired to^gtvemy 
aid in procuring blocks of marble from Gour for a private use, 
but as I knew not how- to comply , unless these masses whicb 
are real curiosities were broken m parts, I rather declined. 
The present occasion is, however, of a. different natttrev They 
are already removed from their original situations, and if any 
use k can be made of ttoem entire for theehutfeh, they would 
there be best preserved, as indeed they deserve to be. There* 
are also some smaller stones, polished and ornamented with 
sculptures of fk>we*a> fret-work^&c/ and a few free stone* 
Of great length."*" ** 

Mr. A«- W. Da/is> a> gentleman who had made • historical, 
and particularly cieling and. ornamental painting, his 'Study* 
offered hia service* tb the committee to decorate>the • church . 
■ Mr. P. Hall, as a barrister,- offered hk services in -drawing 
upthe contracts with* sueh people as the committee had'bcca* 
aion to employ.- Mr. Wilkins superintended the moulding of 
stones prepared f*at Benares and Capo CaldweH dispatched 
the atones cut frem the quarries at-Chnnar. Mr. Champion* 
of Bbaoglepere*proeu^edagatefor the inside piaistering of the 
church; and the Hodr Court of Directors ilent- a; slender aid w 
accompanied by > their approbation of the plan/ as appears by 
the- following extract of their general letter, dated'the*! 1th Ap~ 
lil 1785.* : '"• ...-•'- . . ,,■.., • x.-.i.- - x 

I <v Hswing- considered your .'advices respecting itfce Church 
pnopoaed-to be-buUt by- public contributions' km the town- 
of Calcutta, dnd^being' -desirous to eneoiirage:^o laudable a 
design/we have resolved that <the sum of 12001 bd'preserited 
by* thwr Qompuny*towatads< the ^provision of communion plate* 
an organ, a clock, bells, and*. velvet, -for the pulpit, desk, and* 
communion tabl^for«tbeeaid^h»wcbi f r . 

'Is : r i i TH ■ 8 /: ; 'V M - ' i tifT ■■■ . 1 >i " # t " — a ■ ■■ ■ » ■■ ' ■ ' ■ ■ ' • 

. ••♦ Wdw;ww first>4iidov^rcd.Wf'aie.WrtO|9»i3f ia May 1457, at whtcfr 
ti|B^«?d evcaamb^CQiD«^*|»i^»t 4f,ri)e. r*iga of.tbe Eaperor Ak- 
bario 15^6. Oqik. wa% a-JldarifbipgiCity,. as we le^rn Manuel- Faria 
3D* Soaza, #&**§ wifttea the fiistbry of Portuguese Aria io Spanisa. 

A3 
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4 subscription from himself ©jf. .3000 $i#w. wpaes, • , 

At a corW***, W4 early i»: the yea* 17 W* JN^ M*fc»Jfe 
proposed in compliance with the wishes of tfef ,hlt# fiewnejr 
General Hastings, that the slab of Mr. H#nfe#tt^ .jpaoqqnient 
should be placed, in (he eantre rock* of J*e cntfaneaafi &h# eat* 
lt»d Qf thesburob, and that the. infleriptiea should be, beautified 
fry gilding the lett«rfi» To Wr. W». Hamilton, the Hon. SngliaJi 
jiast-Indis Company are indebted far *h* Firman granted to 
them by.the$mpei!or Mabom^ed Fenpkfeftera ; tfcat patriotic; 
pUy^cinn preferred the interest of to emptors t» rtm-nnitai ef 
imperial favour, and the conie^uwUcwmiMaiioa^fABim^enie 
private fortune. Major Met«a^'»mo^n.w«3«^a^wi©ttflJyngreed 
to* but why it was not carried into effect X>em unable to dts<r 
«»vep, The. tenth-stone is now te >be see#^AMHn>paimd in the 
mausoleum of the. Chraock family* 

. The church committee, in January |787,*olicitdd from *f 
Government .of Bengal* 3&,GQ0 rupees, which, upon a scrutiny, 
they found would be.wanted, in addition to Uieir present stock 
/to enable them to complete the bttilding. 
. The (Government shortly after thia application directed; sice* 
rupees, 7£0«>5-# the produce of name confiscated [goods be» 
longing to Colonel Watson, to be paid to the*cojninitAee : they 
were about the same time presented with»»yea rupees 5688- 
19-4, the amount produce of the Company's state ..tent, which 
was burned : in May the Governor General in Council appro-* 
priated the sum of laOO rupees toward* the completion of the 
•church. This in aggregate naade the sum *>f sicca rupees 
14,394-15, 

The money paid to Anient. Agg, only, *smee the <eora.meiiee* 
ment of the building to the 1 6th of April 1787 amounted to 
sicca rupees 69,946-15-1 : the total *3f»enoe:*o the same 
period was current rvpee* 1,24,182-12-10 : r4sy *an estimatkm 
then made* it appeared ourveat < rupees &9 ,954-2** .<werey«t 
requisite to finally and uerfec%TfHjnipleie-tbe church and spine* 
This makes a sum total of current wpees»H84i836-i4?ll. .» 

'On th*24tb of June IJWVthe oiuiseh was consecrated and 
dedicated to. St John, ffhe Rev. **V«. Johnson and the 
,Rev. Thoa. Blanshard were chaplains^ i JSarl Cemwallia at* 
tended with all the great officers of state : during the Anthem 
a collection was made far the benejft e£ tbe^Charity School, 
•mounting to sicca rupees 3943-<S~ / . '. " 

Sir John Zoffany bestowedxmthechitr^tbatadnikable altar 
piece, r e pr e s e nting « Tho-Las t S up pe r /' >- It was proposed by 
the Rev. Mr. Johnson and Mr. Cwdbert Thornhill, as Sir J. 
-Zoflfany was about leaving Calcutta to* present him with a ring* 
*f 5000 rupees value, in ^nsiderajtion of jftfr ^jgfljdl, # e ,$8B 
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-btbj* pajetfjit talent* ; die low state pCf**i? ****# BflHraijted 

• crary other member of. the committee, from sappprting that; 
*- motfqn of tfegtrs, Johnson and ThornhiU, put they uua^iinoiisV 

> ty agreed i& ending !U> §ir John Zofiany, an honorable., written, 
'testimonial of the rejpe <* in which they Wd hie £re$t abilities 
*a* an artist. Froip tfM?r handsome and apprppi^e letter f 

select the following paragraph : 
« We shoajd do a violence to your ^l*cacjr,,were we to, 

• express, or endeavour to express, beach, terms, as the occa-*, 
» 3km calls for, -our sense- of the favour you have conferred .on; 

the settlement by presenting to their place of \wrahjf»ao£api« t 

• tal a painting that jt would adorn tfie, firsf church id Europe*, 
and should excite in the breast* of its spectators these seqtiro 

> tpents of .virtue and piety $o happily pourtrayed in the figure*" 

The Select Vestry oi the?8<h of June 1.787, in atatopgthev 
duty of the Churchwardens, entered on record the. following^ 
preliminary remark,: "frthst the gentlemen acting as Qhurch*,' 
Hardens, or under the;! iname, do a^t ** such froni a necessity, 
f that the duties of this office Should be executed *nd inconfor-; 
mity to the long established ^^oips of this settlement j for. 
■ as Calcutta is not ;of itself -a parish fhpugh in a parish; and 
there are no legal powe*s;^4evf chnrcb rates in it,, or to com*. 
pel the perferxawee.ef acme of tha functions properly Hjelpngf > 
ing to the office of fChujch-wwtens, , the persons, acting as 
Church- wardens b Calcutta *canae* be considered by the lawr : 
as properly described under .that ^roecification, but they, must 
be considered to act with tbexonaentof the inhabitants frr> 
whose advantage and good they perform the duty." 

In September 1787, the Westry received from England a 
eWice> twof enpa and tiro *al*ers 'washing in all ,237 oar. 3 
4 w*9 m . > These articles were of silver, gilt, instead of solid gold, 
as tliOi committee formerly determined they should be of. 
>. In January 1788, the wallerf the Churcb-jard were repaired, 
the trees and shrubs ant down, the Old Magazine tar* nlled 
ap, and drains made sxound the walks, winch -were at the 
same time repaired and considerably raised. .. 

Thus, at the e x pens e of nearly two lacks of rupees, obtained 
by the voiuntarr *ann>ibutioas of a fibcral people, with some 
slender aid from their Honorable* Masters, the neat temple ef 
gt 4 John was esecjted in Calcutta— now one of the most opju- 
lent cities in the world — a city of palaces, and the bank of 
nations? * *•« •••'••• .m. r< \ <,.- -■' 

At the pjeriad of collecting thefce notices the chtffchhnrf stoe* 
the public in nearly three lacks of ropers, as several improvements 
and anbeUishments bare taken place since tie. year J788.* 

. ■■ i i ^—— — ■— — — — Milwi 1 i ' I 'l lJ ". 

* 1 anee? the. following for the satisfaction af ,iaefe^**iia4t*fte 
informed of partfeetsrs. ' •' W ''* •<•' ^ • --*. 
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The InJiabTtants *of Calcutta are dfet ir» fished -fof ft libera* 
Bty which unquestionably cannot be paralleled' among the . 
nations of the universe; a sober retrospect of them in their eoi^ 
lectin body will exhibit this nn$baken truth: I speak not cfaljr 
from study and long observation, but from personal ' expert* 
ence. fiver studious to do good, their benign spirit did not 
now slumber, but actuated them to consider on what they 
could' again perform for the benefit of mankind. Reflection 
pointed out to them the deficiency of a Public Charitable Insti- 
tution in this great capital : * towards the close of the year 1 789;/ 
it was determined to circulate proposals for the institution- 
of** Fred School, which immediately proved successful, and 
0$ the 21st tlay df December it was declared constituted. 

f-trfust now pause/ and, however painful tne- duty, strip *> 
ringlthpltitfte from tbfc glory of the civilians of Calcutta, tffyj 
fiftvwkeh u% example '-? Contrary to what has occurred ft* 
rivfozed states of Europe, the- example in Asia wa£ set by the- 
military 'body* In the year 1782, an institution was formed 
in Bengal for the protection, 'education and support of the? 
Orphans of the Military, not only of Officers, but of Soldiers* 
By this most noble' institution fmirtberiesV'boys have been pro* 
vldedfor, and a thousand tender females *avpd irom tempt*-* 
' tton and profligateness! To complete the <e1ima« oton* < glory of 
the ^ Bengal Military, he wno v ^l^gested knd 'Supported 'the>~ 
institution, tfnd tenderly nursed it in its infewcy> arose froras 
atmohs themselves. The nam* of -this divine man \h Willian* 
Kirfcpfttriek, a name over whieh ayducafccosonety iaised by tho 
united monarch ef the- unjyej-se^ can sMdv ^supervenient 
kirtre'!--^-'; •••'. i " *' '. ' ;.■■:."• "J ■".••*i-*\. . n! 

The plan of the Csj&tt»'l*fte* 9en*0it$oeietf insanity are* 
^ecortHal Approbation of Che higher order of p«*ple in the 
capital, which Was testified by the : immediate subscription^ o* 
Sicca Rupees 26,082, and the - monthly Contribution of -Sicca * 
Rupees: T067— Earf Cbrnvvallis, then ' Governor Geateral, pre^. 
sehted tft'tbe socftHy two thousand rupees and* accepted tfca 
rjatronage of the institution^ - ! ' <• i ! -'-' * 

ttxoeftdo* U*e GliiireMti and Wlank oft>rtcki.. Thcr^i^iu the 

TOO squara 

The erection of the spire from the level of the roof cost 15,000*opee« 

*~ite4wfrttom1&<*1i'Pi&**' •«¥- ••* *** ¥W*' *«*■«* < The 
• • • 25 v 592 Current Rupees, wVich'bythe ne% 

t60;88»6-8 Camrit RubVes. ' ' 
rill observe \h& Old ' Cole* tt* Cherrty Was* , 

e lifting; 'b ut l i e" ■• s i*— embe r iht fund .oiil was. . peculiar properly -. 

attottcfli foa Abe^«MM»Ht|pf t^fi«id punjbtr of Jweojy :boyf f ~-a i yoj- j y ± 

small portion of the helpless young objects m CalfltfMfcr >' ,:f 
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As soon as tbe institution whs formed by the subscribers* 
four honorary governesses chosen from ladies of the highest 
rank in the capital of British India : six governors were next 
elected, in whom was vested the trust of the charity, conjointly 
with the two chaplains, two church- wardeusj and two sides** 
men, who composed the Select Vestry of Calcutta, and in 
whom, or their predecessors, heretofore rested the guardianship 
of the Old Calcutta Charity. 

On the fortieth day of the institution the Free School Society 
had a fund of Sicca Rupees 28,849, and a monthly contribution < 
of Sicca Rupees 1842. 

Mr. Titsing, the Governor «©fChinsurahr> in a letter addressed 
to the society, expressed his approbation of the institution 
with such a liberal spirit, that it would be injustice to pass it 
over in silence ; The conclusion, of a letter so honourable to 
him I transfer to- these sketches- for the perusal of posterity* 
" I ask permission, gentlemen, to partake of so beneficial a 
scheme and to become a subscriber to the- fund for IGOt) 
Rupees, which I beg leave, to- offer, together with my most* 
ardent wishes thatyour humane endeavours may be crowned 
with all pqssible success, and that the prosperity of this Charity 
School increasing more and more, under your enlightened in-* 
fluence, may in future be productive of deserving citizens,* . 
meritorious members of society, and subjects who will do ho-» 
Hour to mankind, for which your memory will be. ever blessed 
and revered by posterity,' r Such were the- liberal senti menu 
and such the unsolicited bounty of this, illustrious* foreigner. 

The Free School Society on its first institution associated* 
itself with the Old Calcutta Charity, a name at this time dor-s 
mant, as the two united institutions are, now known under thQ 
general name of the Free School.. 

The Okl, Charity, on^be 1st o& Jan. 1 790, had a net proper- 
ty of Current Rupees 2,45,897. The ..Free. School in June*. 
1790 had a fund, of Current Rupees 58,062.. 
Otd Calcutta Charity, . . - - 245,897 

Free School Society, * r - -- 55,062* 

Current Rupees. 303, 953. 

Such was, the immense property of the. united charities in 
the middle of. the years 1790. 

The General School was finally settled at f the garden-house, 
near the Jaun Bazas in the year 1795, premises then stood* 
the Society in Sicca Rupees 26,800 : sinee that period Sicca. 
Rupees.30,000 have been expended to adapt them to the pur- 
poses of the united institutions. 
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An Elucidatory Paper, containing some farther aetomt of 

what is stated in the preceding pages, regarding the Old 

and New Church e/St. John, 9jc. i$g. 

I was at Calcutta very soon after it was re-taken by Admi- 
rals Watson and Focock,and Colonel Olive. I then saw the ruins 
of the- Old Church, situated, as Mr. Holwell has placed it, m 
a plan -of Calcutta, in his account of the Revolution in Bengal. 
I think it was nearly in the north-west corner of the now- 
compound of the Writers* Buildings. Before the place was 
taken by Seraje ad Dowfoh, I hare understood it was too 
custom for the Governor to walk to the church, when the wea- 
ther permitted his doing so. When that church was built, 
I have not had the means of ascertaining :— but I have fre- 
quently heard that it was constructed by the voluntary con- 
tributions and patriotic spirit of some gentlemen of the place, 
who had been prosperous ; but principally by the benevolence 
of Captains and Supercargoes, and of the persons concerned 
in sea trade, without any assistance from the Company, f 
. 4iave understood that some of the original contributors were 
•of the society of Free-Masons, and that by their influence it 
•was called fit. John's Church. Information of the building 
tvas transmitted to the Society for Propagating the Gospel. 
That Society sent out an answer expressive of their approba- 
tion, and of the great satisfaction it derived from so pious and 
-so meritorious a work. The Society also sent a silver cup, 
"with an appropriate inscription, in testimony of the comme- 
moration of it. Were it a matter of any importance, I con- 
ceive, by applying to the Secretary, the «ra of building the 
'Church might be ascertained from the records of that Society. 
It is remarkable that the cup was either saved or recovered, 
after the capture in 1 756, and it remained with some plate 
belonging to the Company. The plat* being very old fashion- 
*«d in the time of Sir John Shore, the Governor General, 
orders were given to melt it down, and to make it into article* 
Suited to the present taste. 

This was perfectly right as to every thing but the cup, which 
could have no value but from the givers, and from its being 
a monument of a very pious and meritorious work, which de- 
served to be held in perpetual remembrance. 

I saw Omicmind in 1758. He was dead before I returned 
to Bengal in 1764. I suppose it was after Lord Clive's return 
to this country fn 1765, that I heard of his benefaction. I 
have always understood it to have been 25,000 Ra. to go to- 
wards building a church. 1 have heard it frequently spoken 
of. as a thing .well, known, and I conceived the sum to have 
been paid into the treasury for that purpose many years ago- 
From the circumstances stated respecting Omichuud's will, 
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I suppose Omichund bequeathed a large portion of his fortune 
to pious uses, and that Hnzooree Mull thought it would be 
disposing of 25>6M)0 Rupees perfectly in consonance to the tes- 
tator's intention to give that sum out of the deceased's for* 
tune, towards building an lSngKslrChurch. They were both 
liberal-minded men. 

As to the fund of the Charity, I believe I can give inform** 
tion of some particulars which may be depended on. 

Mr. Bourchier, who was afterwards Governor of Bombay, 
was, some time prior to that, Master Attendant at this place, 
lie was a merchant, who had been snecess&il. At that time 
there was no Town-^hall, nor any house for the Mayor and AK 
derman to hold their -court. To remedy this very great in- 
convenience, Mr. Bourchier built the OldCourt-hotnse as it 
stood before the additions which were made to it in 1765, and 
on different occasions afterwards. He gave it to the Company, 
on condition that government should*pay 4000 Arcot Rupees 
per annum, te support a Charity School, and (bvotber benevo- 
lent purposes. Into that fund, as 1 have been informed, went 
-also the sacramental col lections, and fees lor the paHs, which 
*I know to have been of three rates, 40, 25, and 12 Ar. Us. the 
spalls being kept at the expence of the Charity fond. In con- 
sideration of the great additions made to the Court-house, 
which were «chiefly by the liberal spirit of the inhabitants of 
the town* government agreed to give $00 Rs. per month to the 
fund of Charity, for the school and other benevolent usee; 
And I have understood that when the ruinous state of the build- 
ing made it necessary to pull it down, government, with a . 
generosity of mind which must ever Jo great honour to those 
who were then members of it, agreed with the Church- wardens 
to pay that sum in perpetuity. 



A TABLE OF THE CHAPLAINS OF C&LCUTTA. 



JrO&TERITY will be desirous to leans the natoes of those 
Divides to whose care the Ecclesiastical Concerns of Calcutta 
had been committed ; to gratify them in this particular, I fiare 
arranged this paper, which I believe to be nearjy correct, it 
contains a table of the succession of Chaplains from the eon* 
quest to the year 1800. In glancing ove> this* lis* the.dd In- 
dian wilt pause at the name of Yates*, and* wkhetes- sparkling 
with approbation, exeMm, <4 That 5uao. woiiW have j^w* 
dignity to the crosier one the haJiotM'tatoi" 
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CHAPLAINS of VAe PRESIDENCY of CALCUTTA* AT 
AND SINCE THE CONQUEST. ■ y .' 

1756.— -Rev. Jbkvas. Bellamy, perished in the Black Hole 
on the 20th of Jitney J 766* 

t 1756W Ret*. Mr*< Mam.htof,t, appointed in December, 
1749. Died during the mortality among- the fugitives at 
Fuitah after the capture of- Calcutta. 

1757.— No Chaplain. . 

J758>— Rev. Henry Bptlkb, arrived- in Calcutta in Jan. 
J 758, on his wey to Beucoolen, to which presidency he had been 
appointed by -the Court of Directors. He was detained 
at Calcutta by Governor Drake, wire re :he died on the 13 th 
November 1761. 

i ,1758— Rev. John Cape, died at Calcutta, December 27> 
mi< " : 

. 17GQi— Rev. S* Staves ey, died at Calcutta, Octobei 
35, U762. 
. Doubtful*~&&r.lL. Blomer, died at Calcutta, July \5i 

m7. • ,. 

1 764.— Rev. -■ Mr.. Parry, died at- Calcutta, April 13> 
1769/ 

1768.— Rev. T. Yates,, died at Calcutta, April M, 1782i 

Rev. Dr. J. Bitr-n, returned to England in 1784 and 
died there in 1793, in- the 93d year of his age. 

1770«^Re^, J.Baine, came from Benceolen* and offi* 
ciated at Calcutta* from June* to October; 1 77k 

1775— Rsv^ W.. Johnson, Junior Chaplain to the Pre^ 
fiidency on* the> translation of Mr. Yates of Fort Williaru $ 
Senior Chaplain m 1784, on the • departure of Dr. Burn to 
Europe. Left Bengal for. England h» Mareh 1788. 

1774. — Rev. T. Bl an shardi, 'appointed to Bengal ia 
March 1774, Junior Chaplain in 1784, on the promotion of Mr, 
Johnson, Senior Chaplain: in 17 Won the departure ofsMr. John*, 
son for Europe, Mr. Blaoshard on' his return. tQ England in - 
179f", was' lost oft the coast of France. 

1783, — Rev. J. Owen, appointed to Bengal in April 1783, 
Senior Chaplain to the Presidency in 1788, on .the promotion 
of Mr. Blanshard ; returned to England in 1794, 
' 1»780.^Rbv. D; Iteowv, appointed Wl?8$ - Senior Chap- 
lain In 1797, on the departure of Mr. Blanshard, Provost of 
the Cdlle^of Fort Wilh'am, August,! 8, 1800. * 

.■• 1?87^Rev.P: Limerick, appointed to Bengal in ]?97> 
to the -Presidency in 1797, Chaplain to Hhe College of Fort' 
-Williak, August ISM. * 

1 1790.^ — Rev. Gi Buchanan, appointed to Bengal in -179ft 
to % the Presidency in>Novemberl, 1799, Vice Provost* of> the* 
College of Fprt WilKam, August 18> 1800. 



Digitized 



by Google 



• *-*^«CETCHES OF BENGAL. . 197 

THE PROTESTANT MISSION TO CALCUTTA. . 



jL NOW present the inquirer with some notices respecting' the 
Mission to Calcutta, which comprehend anecdotes of the 
Kfe'of thVftev. John Zachariah Kiernander/ so far as respect' 
him in the character of the first Protestant Misssonary sent to 
Bengal 1 . \^ /.;"" ■ ' ', ' " 

TOe. Voluntary 5>ocTety Propagating the Gospel in Foreign 
PaTts/tnitituted in England at the close of thf year 1698, King, 
WtFIiafn III. granted to it a Charter of - Incorporation at the 
close of the year 1701. 

This booty consisted of the original ' members, with'a few 
Additional persons of distinction, whose attention rested solely. 
on the welfare and prosperity of British America. A Society 
distinct from that corporation shortly after associated itself 
#itri i the Voluntary Society in endeavouring id promote their- 
meritorious intentions. The general body U now known by/ 
the name of "The Society for Promoting Christian Know* 
fcdge!"'. 

In the year.l74ff, a Protestant Mission was sent to Fort St«t 
George under the management of the Rev. Mr. Schultz, a •» 
Banish Missionary : in 1 737 the Mission extended to Cuddalore, . 
and in 1,758 to Bengal, by the erection of a Mission and ^ 
SchooHn Calcutta.' .. 

John Zachariah KiernandeV was born^on tfifc 21 si of Novem- * 
b%r 17 tit, at At&tadj In Sweden, a place si ttiated about four- 
» Swedish miles from the gr^at city^f Lindkopiqg, in the pro- 
vince of East Gothland.* He\ received the first rudiments of. 
scholastic? learning at Cfyrrinasiiim of Lindkoping, but complet- 
ed his education at the University of jUpsai.' „,':.'".., 

In his 24th year he became desirous of visiting foreign Uni- 
versities, and on obtaining recommendatory letters and a pass- - 
pcrr;bjr tfteihfeuence dtiifs frietods in StockiBolm, he took his ; 
ptWssa|^thi:oug}i the Baltic to Stralsund and from thence to % 
Halte nv Saxon^, wherette Arrived in tfce 17th of; November- 
1735: He was ^aVburably recelVed*at ; 'the University of Halle" - 
by Doctor Gothilf August Franke, wfio immediately appointed fc 
him Inspector of * the Latirl Sfchool;" irid afterwards favoured' 
him with other Benefices, . Kleraaridei 1 sp^nt four years under * 
the patronage of Dr; Pranke; when framing satisfied his youth- * 
fiiF curiosity, he begaft to , thinlr , of. returniiig to Sweden, but 
at-this-very crisis a circumstance occurred whichrtook him from/* 
his native country, Sweden/ for ever. 

ThfcSociety intitu ted at London for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge wrote to Doctor Franke, requesting him to recom-v 
mend to them a proper person to be sent out as a Missionary 
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toCnddalore. Doctor Franke made the proposal to Kierrran- 
cler, who, after iome deliberation aecopted the vocation > and cm 
the 20th of November, 1739, he was ordained to the Ministry. 
Mr. Kiernander immediately set out for London, where ha 
arrived on the 25 th of December. He was lotted at^enaing- 
tou by his Majesty 'a Chaplain toV ne*. far. "Ziejrenhageo,* 
and on the 29th introduced by that gentleman to Thje Soeie^ 
who received him with a public welcome. . .' . ■ '■ 

Mr. Kiernander left England m the Cdckater Indiaman, 
on the 20th of April; 1740, and-arrired at Cucjdaiore ^n the 
28th of August, a* colleague to the Rev. John Ernest tiueia-r 
ter, who was appointed to Madras in. 1 744, when the charge 
of Cuddalore devolved on Mr. Kiernander, who theV l^ad % 
congregation of 154 persons, via. 99 -Malabars and? $jfr Por- 
tuguese, with 20 children m the Malabar ian Sclioof, an.f( $8 ia> 
that of the Portuguese* Mr Kiernander was treated, wit h\ 
the most polite attention by Admiral Boscawen, and th% 
Government of Fort St. David j that Government put bint, 
in possession of the Portuguese Woman Catholic Church at 
Cuddalore, and at the same time expelled all Popish priests from, 
the Company V territories. On the 26th of November 1749* 
t^e day after the receipt of the Governor 1 a order, the English, 
Tamulian and Portuguese congregation assembled to hear, 
divine service and a sermon in the three different languages, 
when the church was solemnly dedicated, and called Christ 
Church. Such was the prosperous state of the Mission com* 
aaitted to the charge of Mr. Kiernander. 

' About this period* Mr. KJieroacuiw was married U> Mian 
Wendela Fischer. ' * • 

,. On the 4th of May 1758, lient. General Count LaHy took. 
.Cuddalore by cap'titulatioa $ Kiernander waited on that. 
impetuous General, who*. told hi in no Protestant Missionary., 
-was then reauired at Cuddalone, bu^tfiat he would grant him 
a passport to go to Tranquebar y fjii? was accepted, * and 00, 
the 8th' pf May, Mr. Kiernander arrive^ at tfpe Danish capital 
stripped of all his property, excepting a few articles of apparel* ' 
On the 2d'of the, folio wing^ne* ?<Kt St, David .felfalso- 
by capitulation, to the .arms pf France, in coo^eqaence of 
.which as no immediate prospect appeire4 of the restoration o£ 
ithe English to Cuddalpre, tfieruander turned! his ey«s to Ben*. 

;al, where the Battle of plassey, 00 the preceding year, had 
id the foundation of the grandeur of Calcutta. 
On the 1 1th of September, Mr. Kiernander left Tranquebar, 
raccoon tnodateij. by tfos munificence of the Danes, the friends of 

— . . . . * ■ ■ -■■ 1 t i» I I ■ » «>lil 1 ||l III m i ■ < I 1 ■■ ii. m ■■ m .4,.. ■ 1 

* Thft Mmf tjeptWan, wtio died iiv flie W 1776, after heiof k filk f 
?«Ar*C**jM^<rtotaeKo*al6maa CJtaf cl at Saiat Jaue»Y " 
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eJba true fteligioo : on the 29th of thfeeerneintfnlii. hearrired 
in Calcutta, and declared hift intentions to tkm Govern went id 
establishing a Mission there. Governor Clrae,.Mr. Wattej anil 
-the ether genUemen of Council approved of and faftnined his 
prepositione. . « 

Mr. Kierneoder, on the 4th of November, 1758, -wis Mcae»: 
*ed with n son: the reader may judge .what a reoeptioo MrL 
Kiernander had in Calcutta* when he. is told Colonel Robert 
Owe, Mrsv Margaret Clive, Mr. William Watts, and Mr* 
Frances Watts, stood eponsore for the child : the klfaot swnt 
named Robert WUliara,.w honour of bis high sponsors* ' 

Mr. Kiernander opened the Mission School at Calcutta on 
the l*tef Dec. 17$$ : on the^lst Deo. of the following year, 
) 76 children had been received bjr him, 37 of which nntebttf 
he had provided for. Mr. Kiernander at this time occasiona Irf 
preached at Seratnperey where, the Danes, then in their infant 
settlement, had no chaplain. 

. Mr. Kiernaqder was very graciously, receiffd in Calcutta^ 
fjy the Rev. Henry Butler and the Jter„ John* Cape, chaplain* 
at the settlement in the years 175$-9-60 and 61 j they pro- 
cured him large subscriptions for carrying on thepioos work 
he was engaged in, and .assisted him. in hia- pecaihnt office* an; 
a minister or the Gospel. 

Mr* Kiernander, on the 9th of May, 1751, Ids* *hia Lady # 
but he had the fortitude not to give himself up, to, **wv lament- 
tations. On the succeeding year the . retncant>ranO* -of ail 
former aorrowa waa obliterated in the n Ui ieaa embraces of opt** 
lent beauty:, the 10th day of February i Us>2, witnessed .bin 
ttnion with Mrs* AnnejWolJoy. < .*..•»•:• 

, in thai year 17o7, Mr. Kiernander: was. obliged t* reaeovg 
from die house lent by th* Company for Hie net. of hi* CiurcW 
and School; he in, consequence; resolved to puscbase gaoira*) 
add build a Church at his.ewn etpeope ; in» May. thi» year, the* 
27 tb of his mission, he laid the foundation- of the preeeot Miarf 
ajon Church, About thia period the Gear* of. the Brojpntor 
Shah; Allum requested from Mr, Kiernander aorne .oopie.of 
the Psalter and New Testament in Ihe -Arabic Itaiguage: hd 
complied, and had the satasfection- to hear they 5 were aaweH 
.received by bis Majesty's M.ullabsy that he transmitted to Alia* 
habae*, where' the Court then was held, aft the .Arabic Psaltem 

and Testaments in bis ponseastoou #, . 

As Mr. Kiernander was advancing in years, he, took twin 
associate* to assist him: they were Ronviab: priests, wba/.ou 
their arrival at Calcutta,' made, a public ahjiirattonfnomitbd 
etrors of Popery, the Rev. Mr. Bento De Silveslre and the 
Rev. Manuel Joze de Costa. Tfiese gentlemen drew on tnem- 
selves the cemmteof U* Conolnwof «on> nod -* Jtomteh $fri&& 



Digitized 



by Google 



tOO • SKETCHES OP BENGAL****- ■■** • 

wastent from thence to Calcutta to excommunicate them, but 
Ms van threats did not in the smallest degree affect the Pre- 
testant Mission atCaleuftta. 

The Mission Cbnrcb would have been competed earijr in 
1770, bad not the progress been stopped by the death of the 
architect ;* the persevering Kiernander, by his own unremitting 
chtigence, compensated in part for this misfortune : en the 
23d of Die. the sacred edifice was consecrated and named 
B*tk Tepkiilak, which ki the Hebrew language signifies The 
House tfPrsjfer. The buiktingcost the founder abore 60*000 
Sicca Rupees ; 1818 Rupees only of whieji sum hid been pre- 
sented ia benefactions. 

. Thus, after a lapse of fourteen years, Calcutta once more 
beheld 'an English Church*— complete* at the expence-of a 
stranger ! 

As a piece of architecture, B*t\ Tephiihk cannot be com* 
pared to the Old Church of St. John, destroyed by the bar** 
bariana in 1756. One was founded by an indirichtal— the 
ether by the united charity of opulent merchants, in days when* 
gold was plenty, labour cheap, and not one indigent European- 
in ail Calcutta!— EjMsting* authorities testify the perfect coin- 
position of that temple, to which the Governor on every Sun- 
day walked in solemn procession, attended by ail the ciril ser- 
vants* and ail the* raiWry Off ditty. We learn from a tradi- 
tion handed down to us by the -famous LadyRtmeK that die* 
Steeple of St. John's was tety lofty and uncommonly magnifi- 
cent, and^onatitnted the chief public ornament- of tbe*settle* 
aaent before the calamjly of V737. . 

Mr* Kiernander, wishing to make the Mission* Ghurdf as* 
lasting ' as • possible, constructed it of the best materials j they 
who suppose* that Captain Griffin largely contributed to the^ 
Benefit of. the Mission <ure misinformed j Iiiave seen the Witt- 
said papers- of Cap*.' Griffin, and can assert, that of the residuary 
legacy) Jeft to the 'Mission, nee one cash eteir. was realized. 
i Mr. Kiernander lest his second ;lady in June 1 773, after a' : 
continued skfasefe otaix months. « She left her Jewels for the- 
benefit of Beth-TepbiHah j with the- amount produce Mr. 
Kiernander founded a Mission School on his own aground, in' 
the rear' of the Church; capable of holding 250 children.- It was ; 
founded on thefts* ofrjjftl? 1773, and completed ore the 14th 
of March 1774. About this period the Rev, Mr. Dkmar ar- 
rived to assist the Mission. 

/In the year 1776, Mr. Kiernander began to experience the ' 
frailties, and infirmities of age. His sight failed him, and in* 



**§>. Martin Qoeteat a>Affeftll t . a Osaka Architect* 



Digitized 



by Google 




ETCHES OP BENGAL; * ftOI 

k?82 nostras' obliged to submit to the painful operation of 
having his- eyes couched; that operation succeeded' *b* well* 
that he: vvaat soon after able to write to the Society te-'tdngra^ 
tuJaje' them ( f oa his happiness in once more being enabled 
%o see the prosperity. of the Mission^' ' ' : 

" Lady Coote, when at Calcutta, attended and received the 
aacranseottrt the Mission Church." " This good example/' says 
tbe Missionary* •'? isettended with a very happy influence, and. 
gives great encouragementto tfre congregation." 
,rln the* year I788 y the Rev. Mr. Westrow Hulse, chaplain 
to the late-Sir EyraGootef on Me. return to Europe made the 
.Mission a present of 500 Sicca Rupees ; Mr. Kiernander him* 
aeif gave 1000 Rupees^and his' son, Mr;- Robert William Kier- 
nander, gave 3000 Rupees, the yearly interest of which was tb 
be applied to the support of the Mission; Mr. Diemar this 
aeasq* returned to Europe, • c> 

Ber£ we raustf reverb the scene and behold more unpleasing. 
prospects. In the year 1 786, a cloud of adversity was gather- 
ing over, the hoary head of Kiernander I He foresaw the ap- % 
proacbing calamity; and wrote to-the Society in England, ex- 
pressing* wish of going to London with his son, and earnestly 
soliciting them to send out another Missionary, " lest his conn: 
goegation; should he forsaken ami his Church shut up/' 
.. This Venerable patriarch we» crew in the 76th year of hfe 
ageand the 47 th of his mission, an age, at Which, 1 in any cli~ 
mate the- debilitated frame must feel severely the reverse of 
fortune j but. bow' unspeakable sever© must it be felt by oh* 
who? fcr a* period ' equal to* the* ordinary Hie of mw, Wad been <> 
used to the gentle ease of !ndh*t The hovering cloud burst 
in 1797, and the ruu*of all bb fortunes followed— the seal of 
the Sheriff of Calcutta was^ clapped* even od The Sanctuary 
o/ G*d Almighty I . . •» .»..•" •■■■■ ^. ' 

v. The .Magistrate must obey the fcwnr of wbfclNlef fe'otHy: the • 
ftrst seryanA--donbtless> thai officer,* with a- trembling' bantt 
etosed the gates of BatH*TephiHafei~ y " ... I ,.ji ..j *-H- 
< One pctesoa immediately stepped forward: who' r#«0red «wifc 
Church, to religion* ■ lie paid^ for it the sum it wasr- opprai^d 
at — Ihn Thousand J$up4e*r*Yt&-Qhe rjersowstel/pedfofwardanft < 
saved tbft Temple, .where* the hymns of truth :havetee» cnatmtv 
e4^for seWteeo years, for being iW&klyproianed bf tbo hunt*- 
diwv*iBg T 9opgK)/au J auctioneeri ?» >. i . . -\'> »:-r. ,» 
r , 'Tlje .property: ottbe .jChftrchSebborr and Burying l-Jroimd^ 
was transferred on the last day of October 1787, to three trutn. 
tees,, the Rev. Mr. BwwrJ, Mr, .'Williarni Chambers, and the 
jvik chaser Mr., Charles, Grant ? thenceforward it-ceased • to* be 
jiu* property of an individual 
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Sincethe transfer .of the. Church, the Society hare not been 
fortunate in their selection of Missionaries and the duty for 
fifteen years has devolved chiefly ou the Rev* Mr. Brown, 
who, wjth such other chaplains, as have been attached to the 
Presidency, hare render their voluntary services to the 
Mission. *,... 

That Mr. Kiernander at one period of his life became very 
suddenly opulent is notorious-*- that, he as suddenly was re4 
duced to indigence lis equally notorious*! . 

These circumstances sit the time could not be accounted . for, 

and must now remain a mystery which never will be expound** 

.ed. ' . . ; : . .•• '■ v ' '-••;..' 

. His aeaiwastgreat, and latterly he viewed thing* through the 

mists of age. . 

,.. He had frailties in common with nan,, but let the memory 

.of them perish. — You, who wish to plant rue at his tomb, asfc 

that faithful; monitor, your own heart, if you have lived better. 

. The Mission Church in 1793 was much enlarged, and Mr. 

Kiernander, on the 28th of December, was invited to open 

the new chancel when he Administered the sacrament, and 

was extremely Jiappy to see the -Church so much improved, 

, and so well attended. 

Mr. Kiernander' s attendance was communicated to the* 
Society by Mr. Brown, who .says, in his letter, a I cannot 
*but lament his destitution in the 84th year of his age* In con- 
sequence of which, .forty pounds .were transmitted to Mr. 
kiernander as a present from the Hociet j£V 

Mr, Chambers did <not live rto >see *thc new -chancel 
^opened j his virtues were re wardedan -superior worlds. €n thir 
gentleman, whose character is beyond teulogiuni, the Mission- 
tost a sincere friend and 4>ne< of its /brightest ornaments c 
j. to his industry we are indebted for a translation into Persian 
language 6lCkri$fa Sermcm jok fa M<>u*t. Mr. Kiernander 
aft^rhismfefortunea>«eticed U Hoogly, and offered his ser* 
vices to . the Dutch, at <£!hmsurah,' which were accepted r he 
.was fappoiftted Chaplain to that Settlement by the Honorable % 
Mr* Titsingjwhere his duty as a Chaplain was far less, laborious* 
than tbat of a Missionary, for which his great age now reo> 
, dared him uirft r huvF^tunehad not yet desisted from frowning 
on Kiernander > tsa^he 27th of July J385, Chfnstirah was* 
. captured) and the militant divine became a Dutch prisoner 
of wjar* and as audi rece^^ from the 

English fiovernmeat. • '/>■: /. I ^u •'•"/"''" •""' , • 

Richard Comyns Birch> the Enj^ish€oirmHSSary,CfmtrttS5era* 

ting his* age, aad .sympathising whh his misfbr tones permitted 

r him to go to Calcutta to reside with eis^Au^ter«in~few^a*pf 

six grand children, but ther^e .calamity once more overtook 

f,»im, rising from his chair to^a^denly^he fell and irofce^ 
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thigh-bone on the J Oth of April 1790, "and on the 10th of 
the following May, it pleased the Almighty to summon him to 
the world of repose. , 

The Rev. John Zachariah. Kiernander died in Calcutta,' at 
the advanced age of Eighty-eight, after a residence in India 
neaHy sixty years : bis remains were entombed in the Sepulchre 
of bis second lady,, at the ground which still bears bis name. 

A good likeness of Mr. Kiemander, after he had passed hi* 
seventieth year is to he seen in the Vestry Room of the Mission 
Church: the painting was executed by- the pencil of the late 
Mr. Caleb Garbrand. Mr. Kirernander to his expiring mo* 
ment breathed the most pious wishes for the prosperity of the 
Mission : I present the reader with u copy of his letter Xo the 
Rev. W. Toby Ringeltaub, written to that gentleman shortly 
after hi* arrival in Calcutta, in the service of the Mission. 

Reterbno and Dear Bbothcr,— I herewith return the Ac* 
*ount of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge for 
the year 1796. Accept of my thanks for the persual of it; 
which now leads me to express my sense of Gratitude to God, 
for his gracious Providence, so clearly and most sublimely ap- 
pearing in so many instances > and which cannot but create 
in the mind of every reader who wishes to see the enlargement 
of the saving knowledge of Christ and of his Kingdom, a most 
hearty Joy and Gratitude. - ,■...;?..• 

; - Is it not by signal Divine Providence, that this noble Society 
lias now subsisted a whole century, to which period much good 
has been done in many parts of the worlds - - "' 

-. Is it not mostTeoiarkaWe, how, from time to time, such well 

-disposed persons have' been found x who have supplied the placet 
•f those who have departed/ and how this Society have thus tony 

• tinned, incfeaseaVaad in every respect been improted'and bless^ 

♦edi .:■ «'■ .:i..:mVvj-.-:.: ,. .f ■.,.. ■ .:':• •• - •••; * ••• 

Is it not most wortfcry of observation^ how £rea* and' good the 

eare of 'Divide Providence ha* beea'4a providini, from time to 

time, the mean* whereby they hate fecen-enaMed to do so much 

jpMl ; ■" • - ;••- • - ■ -'- • >--\ ' 

Must it nc4 be^a^hearty rejoicing to every good man, to sed 

*ftow:ftr they 'fcnw extended theli^cnariiabie design in so ihantf 
and vaarkm* brftflobts of well doing? How cad we then be back- 
ward 4od silent with our Gratitude tdGodj from, whpm atyne all 
g**d and every- Blessing proceeds ^- ' 

- fiaminsieniahed> whin i see the great number of C W 
*iry Sci>ools/and ;the very great honiiJeVof'ehiVrtn^thatbavd 
already, *t\& do /yet' enjoy a Igibd : Edddatkm; and whd 
hate thus been quilifled for useftt'ifenrib&i toiler PutflitfJ 

. And Jromv wbetoc* the 1 €h*¥e!i'e+ Christ Mah recttfrtti cinanjr 

worthy Members, nay Heaven itself has, received aa4acreaje 
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to its number* : without which care And education* to© roari^ 

might probably have been left in ignorance and vice, and thus , 

cast away and been lost. 

: .And how moat admirable and* highly . laudable are their 

charitable endeavours, in extending the same- to idistaot part* - 

of the world,, to such where the Tight of the Gospel is extin* 

gubhed, that they may, by these means, be enlightened, and 

And their way to Heaven. 

And surely, if ever the light, of the Gospel of Jesus tha 
Redeemer and Saviour of mankind shall .come < to i the* Natives 
of. this country, it mast come froth England j for there is not 
• nation in all the world, as the state of the * world now is* 
that has the means or the opportunity for such an undertak- 
ing? but for this excellent purpose; it seems the Lord lias 
chosen. England, and has therefore blessed then* with won* 
derful and rapid increase of possessions in this country ; which 
half a century ago was .not any more than rrardjy a tittle TersJP 
tory or small Tract of Land, of about 4 or .5 Square English 
Miles, at each settlement of Calcutta^ Madras, arid Bombay/ 
4c. Nor had they that time* when I armed' ia. this country, 
any thoughts, of making conquests,? which*; waa- in the year 
1740. But Divine Providence' alone- has directed circum- 
stances and lerfl them on .Jtojttiocess, and hatu now enlarged 
their possessions to a most valuable Empire^ nor doth thwea* % 

leigeinent •* yet freera 'to .atop in its extension.- And when at 
the same time, ]we consider the removal oi an emulating.-Na* 
tion who has been, and yet is, in. opposition/: to the .main d«> 
fig» pf propegatipg. Christian- Knowledge j^ar* tbesa>not in- 
ataneas* that may open oiuveyes*>to see> a wdnderlui and gra* 
clous Divine Providenqcu and' ^tLJrQn^jtbe whoie we may 
draw ( an eq»aj, ooncjuajo% .. with ; ttot i oiwfymid*M «,Esalia 
105, 44,45. ''That the Lor? has given them the lancUtrf 
the [tleat^ans> a«4, t tbey, shave MJtfientt4ht** jJMqw rif the 
People^ i; (f9r tbis purpose* jft*d th« '^ud^i that tb^y. might 
flHftvi, uhil; 'StaAw^s *an4- ieap. kia: Law**", Not only 
themselves, but that it was also their* duty, to bring the, Na$ 
Uves^f.U^Laad ta the Jcnofftedge of the?; Lord* andkuidhe 
tame : duty of obserfiwg, tUe ; Dmne SutiuteftAfld vkeepiij^.the 
Divine hw*> .Notation, has as yet give*v great er.^rooiW 
$«K»W»4»f^ tedft tWMhah what a part dfUe; English, Na* 
tion has already done. And I harq not toe i least doubt, feu* 
tbai)^ whp have .open -eyes to seQjWw muek <£ti?ine<Pro« 
wdence^jdt acting m favour of England, .parUcwUrij.et this 
present. f penp^ t and Jn aU.partaof , t^wetf d^.wjll con&st* 
tnat;.a^a>ove r conclu*i©n i$ jusfly draVyn^andougbtwth A 
5u^ n^d.and^^^ wuactcLbe^iecuted. •..«•; 
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And what great wonder would it be tfcsee, perhaps sooner 
than we expect, that the whole Eng&h Nation unites in a 
General Society far Propagating Christian Knowledge to the 
.Nation* in the East Indies* -Ajid then> how could the Lord 
othewi** than greatly Ww (Mich good endeawur, united in 
4betrue sfHrtf of Chatty 1 This grea* wvfc so muck desired, 
- WmW then.* by the Lord's Merpy and Blessing, roost gloriously 
.♦feSj.effeotejd, and. wojuld also, give the firmest stability to tha 
i£fgh>h possessions. Y^s, I verity believe, there will be few 
j^viduajs in England* who would, exclude thea*se)ves from 
.reaching put a hoping Haad toward* U* forwarding qf suet*- 
'a. happy .vy^rk. 

But i.W^i r-eturiv tfi ftpojbc* subject, wherein I heartily re- 
jo^qe* j^hicb is this, ^th^t I fin&Jtbflgpqiety aire resolved to con- 
tinue their \m4 cage qf the *>la#U Mi«ion, It is indeed- 
> Nf fnta bte tl»afc te.flftcuJdyiQf Jrifoig .praper Labourers fpr 
aendjiag put in .^ Yineya*<j, hag fe».sp Jong * time been dis*^ 
V^fciflg.: t *n*st, hpjfeve^ylhaft the Good l*rd of the Vine* 
jfafd;uiill in his ojtn.fWPffC tj*ie.flrofide.sftfb». who.are willing 
fa bear the burden and bes>t ef tb* day, an*} ***fy *> *** e UR 
the lo*i on, bo* styauj^s ; whiqh I hope,, ypw, my dfla* 
Iteolfoff* w$ D£¥$r gw4g« to &. Ypju )*$ sufficiently, bo 
support wfcan flflu. pujt; your ^rus^in, th* J^rd ?. l&w heavy 
burdens ^ill 4 be light ^-^aj^, by baring x^m witfcpattaw*, 
yotf >v411^ev«wwift;4ift]q4i}tj(. l?y, persewr^^anc* foiHjy con* 
fi&jft in,#a* k<w4> .^ ^ijl#pt lA*Yevjrou>a|QBp WT desert yo«MT 
for the work, to whifb Jo^a^e f< cal^4 is^h« M^/^0^ 
an$$$ as jh# Ifyneipal labourer ; you are only the Instrument 
which the Lord maketh usa..o4 and both the woik and the 
^r^ra^pt, are the. Lor^ ,r;«w} th*. fo&Wg the. case, b*ir*am 
you feft of -Wscese. in,tjiat d^**M^ lifl*d is pleased, to 4W- 
rept I Fever lj»n it $% out Qft#opv f J»i«d tba* you, serve a good - 
W§fWfcwho.is lo*e itsejf, ^hp ani^y. w^ard* bis ifaitM*] aer^ 
W»** wxQfAwfrUi frm AJmlftn^y. Helper . i» all. 9*4. wb*r*u> • 
H*> n^^^jpresewt.wi.tb.^fPt Hfhea tfi/ey least think it, end* 
feff*H° Bffln>J« MP **Pr T^b mpat sail period in my life 
waf tins, iftijfln after. 47 years' servica in the Mission, only 3 years 
fc.,tteft JNfftWtpqkl.W by old age, fatigue, and other' 
ypxat4ftps r jW^exJ^ep; f $upVuuo , ef t^necfissity of Jeaving iny 
ppsti ( and : n,o ; su^es$p,r. se#t outfox the wprk in the Mission, 
neither any Hopes given of ady one coming to release me, &o> 
Jjic, Int^a^a.itu^tiopji.you/may easily: imagine my anxiety of 
niind w^s.jgreat . t}u{ see. npw wonderfully and graciously Di* 
tine Rrqridenpe \ntarfereij ^o n>y .gr^at c,on>fort. 
. TthreeFriejEyls vypre. in ^ea^i^sSj surely by the divine appointr 
inent Thq,poor Mission; Church gjof Unhand careful Patrons^ 
Provf^fih^mbers wAGratU ; bp t^cir good works never far* 
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gotten ! I have it, tvA I hare rejoiced, it has supported my 
depressed spirits. I do still now in my 67th year of age see it and 
cannot but rejoice. I had much to say on this subject* but 
facts do better than I can, openly and loud. Since the Lord 
&as hitherto been oar helper, which you may clearly see, so 
yon may take courage, and be confident that the Lord will coo* 
Jtinue to lend a helping hand, and will not leave you alone, nor 
(forsake yon 5 but will bless you, and make you His Instrument 
for conveying His Blessings to many souls. My dear Brother 
«you may in the beginning, as also in process of time, find dint* 
Acuities *, for the world is yet the same, there are many who are 
professed Enemies to the Gospel of Christ, many who are cold 
*nd indifferent about it and some, who are Wolves in sheep's 
^clothing, and such as I have it in experience,' are the very 
worst. But let not this dtftyou down $ against ail such, yon 
have sufficient comfort MNtie whole 37th Psalm. The Lord 
will be on your side, He can and witf procure you true friends 
Also. When and wherever the Lord mar' be pleased to open 
a Door for you, to work and to good, do it. Wait patienfly 
ibr the Lord's opening that Door for doing that good which 
you may wish for 5 do not go before htm, but follow his lead* 
mgs, and he WiH vvlsely antf safety lead you on in the right 
way of doing much gobd. He knows best the proper time 
ifcr every thing. Me provides the means; He will give yon 
atrevigih and wisdom, He alone can and will bless your work. 
My hearHs ftn1 and overflows, but my Hand is weak. I can 
add'toO tttoteu but that i att jour* very cordially. 
J -••»'- v : - '. 7 : . * J.Z.iHOtNANDBR. "• 

There are -two charitable Institutions in Calcutta, vrhiek 
^we* their origin chiefly to the talents, perseverance, and tn4 
.^dustry of twolnolv^aJs .^Fertile Military Orphan Institu- 
tion we are indebted io the active seal of Colonel Ktrlrpatrickv 

whose genius first planned, and Whose talent* afterwards weftf 
.eminently displayed in effectmgits formation add establishment 

both in India and Engbnd*--FVir the Ifathre Hospital vteare 4 
indebted to the humane suggestions' and pious rridustrr'oir the" 
jReverend John Owen, Junior Chaplain' of Fdrt Wu f Ham,aW 
.active pastor, who, when m Bengal; betdry TfleWed his pen' 

and commeoted on those whb presumed W infringe on the 
Rights of the Clergy* 

i have already mentioned the Military Orphan Institution 

in two dtffereat places:' H only remains for me to annex a 

few dates and a few general remarks to these records of chari* 
<%y. The Orphan Institution may date its existence from 

August 1 782, at Which iSra proposals were circulated through-, 
,«ouft theJfengBi Army, which met wtb general approbation. 
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- The Military Managers, through their Vuarri Patron, €fe> 
^neral Sir EyreCoote, on the 18th day of Noremher, 178J, 
addressed the Government of Bengalio sapport «f tbefrriea/ 
3Fhat Government acqdfoaced with all their wishes. The 
<Managett, on recairitfg ite saectieki of the doprtnie Govern* 
snctot^ athhenMat the Ooart of Director*™ March 178% aWl 
«diortedfthfw [ coeib«wrtice m * cause to which done, but-hai- 
terhtti, tmttt tetoue *»m*. • ■ - ^i 

• ^fc^fftrkpftw^ to Europe, on 

4beR*Mtity Bast-ledtainan, and at the teouent ^rf the Army, 
«88timed thv aiarigeaavat ef the avairarf the Society belay* 
land, where he eserted himself with the earn* perseWing itf- 
*lustry and: adiife tea* as he lately had exhibited m Bengal. 
The Society** PMmODMg Ohrisihm Knowledge <ookew*m 

E in the concerns of tfcmetiurtion? Mr. Ouadas, then a 
log Member of the ftoaiw oHContttei, declared that tie 
charity had * claim da public gtoandsy to the support of tHh 
Company. General tfmith, LoWftl CBannfiboy Mr. fteasasa, 
said Mr. inglis, strongly interested taamsamss in the suppoifc 
of Colonel Kirkpatrick, and! thfc; e*naequent pmpcfity el tba 
-Orphan Society. • »«••- o- - »; . .• »., ,>-:i •> 

e TtoteOpee* House of the lastit^ioo wsnpp^irwdbyiaiobth^ 
ly contributions from the At^y,via^twie4ir«pto ; wewieadi 
fiatadti»a^'ahi^»lkaatSM#j^tHyti ti*fqpaa«i6tant leash i (W 
tatnrand iSeigem : laadsriae . «epm tatoui mwho&Atym' ?4)m»» 
*eft ef arwwrfeieialted) apul'havwgiasiK? laigh wuBtarJuGoaitr^, 

The Officer's Fund on the lst4fjJanJt8»2^wAjiitiadant 
*f ithe jprwaie ^pbopettT. :ofR^hahs>iiawMnalediitb^l^l67 
WefcaiBuneefc' 3^Sofaw*'ssFuncUt tiArtme^iMfAnasWffit 
<ta>to.il£7j4#> Sioca. ttuyeesi ; offlhjn&owettiHoade <pf»tb* Iw> 
atitutie* •» sa^oieedVby'.therHefc: Otofuniptniteel pkn »to 
tbisppeUdf thfeiCbuwiy wa« engrafted a* /th^eet^isnt Mfetiti)' 
tfamxia My ft] 2189; i^e^/ Ha«it Co rnpadyv attend sipee tint 
*erwAa)hare»adopted a* their I Mrn tjhutirenythdse ^bo hare 
Mstillvns njSaTa^pai^WW.>iTh^awbecoiiie th«fadMr8«€ 
*bfe > . Qffpfaaas ef their Soli^ettelfe-dn'aWthei /treasure of bounty 
je all rations be ©tear opera to fthtt frttel^s infant ! Such wsa 
the origin 6? ari Iawffeu»bri> *h«! Manegewof which ejsfeaibleaY, 
ait a*> High* Priests* of ; Virtue, and ithe. ^u^wIS^bb left six/ Wuni* 
deed. .Vu^hw^j! 3?he (iuitai; 1 16 mutton ©fitbq Natiee<Hb»pita1 
n*ey be dafteal omcbe J3ty<*tf Septal 702, o an whiohday the 
aemnittee wf.Isaititutbss and ptilfcorihew published tlhotfrilow* 
ia$ ©otid© ioAjtbe differ**/ periodreal papers *f that times 
', « Thewant^f aa HoapifU or lastkutibn Jbr the nshef of pw> 
-aanft ^fferinKfrom-aecideau; be»g severity few. by tfaanatiee 
jnhabitaaiaiof &k^<fo.&mt+^vti& ate* <pa*tkrthrlsty 
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»tS* .labouring* parf'sfprtenVa tjlae>fcr , eitabUahlng aucfi an. 
.IndtitufiMfcu ae/his* >o beat QNfeukteo! -toaffd relief undar 
.Ike circainetancgBratWe: :«Unclet&> to*:. witty <fr iahoped, meet 
*ith tbe^hsral^coiiwgttntat^^^A^ttkniesl^-The most 
•cmraian observation, bt , tiw j e% tote tteflectioo,, will aerie, to 
,*hew, tbatifl' a posinAeu* i cfoy jjtkt >thj** *flfliite»t* r sucb'SB 
-faufeNttttJUtfti eonnsmas -roue 1 frequently , hap pen >a m ong *he 
labouring part of the. inhabitants ; it,i*«Aiest:enidasrt Jhalithb 
:igqenuio6iofriih^aiaiMto8 in*8urg«y: and ,A&aUwny tdieNy idca- 
,pftcUatetfev*n those who make .medicine' sbeis study fcoarafr 
•|fi*&ng the slightest aider relief in «a*a» *ft\*fa* abate idesewp* 
4*0*. The icqpaes/uenee of < which is* tha* . numb*** , of tpecaona, 
,itbo^>« beeasOwnfotuoaie at Ui meet wkh accents, and 
iWho/wiibr.a little /pnaJessianal care aad aitenua&y night baud 
i-eooteieduaa.fettK weeks* now 4ie for «r*at«f asasnanoevor 
drag «na< ntiaeraMe cacfetenoe, waWatd andcripfdesjfor life. 
The iranmous ^establishment* in the eiiy >of Ix>im£hv aadthe 
*tfcer yrincrpal' Mana&oUtfiog Towns in Great Britain* >?bich 
bane, feast* tQUMtod^fcgtJtbtopHflpeee ctfadmiDutering.Teliefia 
'C^^o^th»jBat#re<abtp^.deecribi^W^lybj" the contributions 
of individuals, equally tend to shew the facthtywith. wlpefc 
«teh>.aa (idjef^an may : he eafcUbhad in: Cilci^t^'attd^he 
jb^itffito#hidbiTiiaihcrehy:^ t diffused; mo-, >.aUu- m •, *' 
-^Mtim shesetotfSBopeaea tDiesiaWifilcaDjU^ialfQr <the<)ttoa 
<ft|itaBos^jssforiEsng under aedtAentajiirbich : leygiefohe^pm* 
^iiea^^smj^japdjiqaitiiy»,Q^i^Sl^y ojl ^idfroktawieatku* 
tion can only be established and supported by the vuJuntarf 
jmn^hfiAaB^MUdjiMul^^t u »♦ no bnul / 
V'HOatetJbf^sJsfcj^ settlement ; has 

ttdikndbheaijtphaiMKhib ?aain/lefea in^cnats oi HjuchjJsfid 
esdeesftrtoy thanttapta&tnW&iid ituw,JtaaooiAlJI»iK^iHaeh> 
^tffitfr|Lhia'ftMtSBTOtVit& rttdsnftfout 

tbaiiiUtifcfei js*attonjs* te/tao»tcibu*» thimi^iitoiJptjaq^te 
jawppatiA* lestabJjahs^t^fnMttiV^ddh ' tfc<$ fthesnielat* unit 
otoiv^i^hegcatfeiidMtteJt. iivWrtfeiirespecta^itheoprofythnat 
tugf ta hc e ^quariteotei ymtLfBuiV to.*s»^i^p*sMseaVUittld 
ftt.JialdiinjaiJtjrjcai&tf^ gcwtlcfminihy 

arbofttiirwh&Knriginaaty^gfc^ tha* 

4iE4i$eaff»rJbahd ^ca n o ^ B i fafent iwill to greed by Government 
iniA^Miief,a/piiTiv^iehiia«fiDr uts. object the Iretjpt 'of so 
florge d body of peopley «s the Nitite lnhahittinu<o€ Calcutta. 
s "Akkougk in th&ottlinee, of tJset(Aui aafcinktedHo the public 
it i* stated Suit the object of thcrproposed intkatioo is to pr*-^ 
vide nelief Jfor persona, aiifesingsnmi aecidentsy those being tfc* 
«s*ea which under the existing ettcamstaaces appear to *be 
most urgent, it is by juy^wnsJn tended 1* confine theopeea* 
tionjuf.tbeioaptaiMQ tOifsMdeafc^leJjr, fjeetided theai^ppoia 
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and encourgement which the plan may receive from the public, ' 
will admit of its benefits being more widely diffused ; it is pro* 
posed to extend the benefits of the institution to the sick, by 
famishing them with medicine and advice under such limitations 
as the state of the funds may tequire'j as well as to persons in 
the situation f befqre described.*' ' " 

Mar^ufs ^nrnwfft; *' ^hen Governor General* and his Council, 
approved &e? 1 pfen i , atid on the 6th July, 1793.,' granted to the 
Committee o'f |{heHospita],'SixHundredSiclda Rupeesper month. 
' On tbcs r 3lWt df Jufy 1 734, ja general meeting-- of the Subscri- 
bers was held, and a plan for the management of the Hospital* 
adopted, consisting of eighteen distinct paragraphs, the first of 
which contain?da request to the 9of ettftir General and Supreme 
Council to be Patrons of the Intitution, which was acqoies 
ced with : ^&&<§&0^\ ppr^raph) amplified [twelve Governors 
for the Hospital, three-fourths of whom were to be British- 
born Subjects, Armenians, ©r -rPbrtujfueie. The eleventh 
paragraph constituted the Bank of Hindoostan, Treasurer \ 
the remaining fifteen pftr*?raphs.fd*te*min**V the general: ;an* 
internal duties arid 4!dncerjiB*f th* iHospltal. * ;A*>this*;mfceti*^k 
twelve ~Go verttiof* were- first nominated : the • fcame . of , that 
Rev*. Ma Owen, at may* be»< cspected^ appears the, first 4 

Of thfe twelve '{. :: .; • •",,' .V ■- 

► Oh tbe^4fchv^f August Government signified to the Com-* 
»i tteethak approbation of all the proceedings of the lata 
meeting, andoothe lsUfcf Sept. an House was opened in Chit-, 
perce Road lot the reception f of* Patients*- 

tTh* Court of Directors, or* the*3dof July I798> tntheif* 
general letter to- the Government of Bengal,. expressed them 
approbation of the^ institution « 

.The GcwernoriBj yaoon after;the establishment of the insti-r 
ttrtion, cane to the. resoUttori of building an hous&>peottliarlyt 
adapted »to» their ^purposes/ i* consequence of » which ground* 
was purchased in the openiiatid airy rroad «f Dhurrtimtullahi:* 
the purcbasfetof thegBOttadandihouaej, with. the erection of the- 
uecessacy addition^/ stood ] the Goveftnor* in. thai sum of Sice* 
Kupees 4I,673-5-»6,-wb!ch>wit^S|i<»a.Rnpees 46;Q01.-6-2. ir* 
Company's paper and ca>h, formed *he. capital stock of tfcet 
institution on the fisfcof,Sept> 4^2. ' .* , •>. • «•■ 

.From 4h* lit x>f.Septe«b^rl794 r when, .the Hospital firstf 
opened, fa* theMfcelief* ofjindigetft. natives, to the 1st of Sept* 
l8Wh-skS8& mmse-rpatieota haye hfeert- admitted fto.Jbe benefit* 
of Jibe >«6tiUitiQq» -and^K2'7 OMt.patteidt^ «taw il)^ei>-,^tep()ea 
on : jbf this vast • numheiv i 75Q0t Mmi been lagain resfoned w ■ a 
bttkby staftt.tPtSoQfcty >-, i..- . x > n ».,v«.^'.> ,.^ v . • . ^' v . > • A ' 
Ttatgnoi Erfwutrf im> the <pb?*i*ia|fefei*I tfuflfrd of Admiral 
Watson, observed, after the re-capture and re- establishment 

F3 
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of Calcutta, "It is* not possible to point, out a part of the, 
voxld where .the sprit of charity is more, nobly exited than, 
ia our East- India Company's Settlements : numerous instances, 
may he mentioned, whece princely subscription* have iaa few; 
Lours been raised, and applied to the effectual rejief of many, 
unfortunate families.** ../.." »" t '/, • 

Mra. Kioderjley, who redded inraad trav^e^.fbrpugh Ben* 

fal in the years l7€6-7-$, ten ysarsL after the departure ofc 
Ir. Ives, observes ifx her letters, ; "There is no 4 part of the. 
world where people (will) part wijth their mqaey to assist eagh 
other so freely as the, English in India,'*, . 



ACCOUNT OF CHANMRNAOOW. 



m \ *. ■• ..<r- >.*.•'» .*.. 



BANDERNAGORR wa« once a flourishing coJooyin the; 
days' of Watsbn» Poeoek, and Cllve,butkhas lost much of that} 
beauty wkh which it iiad beeo decorated by breach ingenuity** 
The walks onee so level, areiioCT rugged/ and the menacing 
fort dismantled. The fort was a regular square about 
three quarters if/a wife in circumference 'with four bas- 
tions, each mounting, as stated* by Mr. Ives, sixteen 
.guns, besides some on the 1 curtain.' Of thete* two bastione 
remain, on one of whiee statidstbe staff, from whence the 
flat of France fluttered. The mouldering wills of the Govern* 
jneat-bouse, which proudly arose in the centre of$ort Oceans, 
point out the spot where the vain and. wily Dnpleix once dic- 
tated to' admiring Frenchmen; and where tn distant idea he 
first meditated the extbrpation of the Enghsh and the aggran- 
dizement of his nation. The fine. Charch of St: Louie stood 
at a email distance from the Fort^t^ frundaitkx) remains, 
which proves it to have -been a raaasy euiJdinsj, and calculated 
for military as well ae divine service. Mr^ iviss iofovma us, 
sthere was a battery of four piece* ofcannoo on the top of this 
Church. The w.hole aisle is vaulted, underneath* and a ceo* 
Aral entrance appears, whx&wat<otyeved»w*t1i a flag of marble 
^hat occasionally lifted up*, andtftcajbttess^was ^esigeed by the 
architect as a repository lev the dead.- On the destruction of 
this Church, the French Government converted sV Magazine 
ixn the rear of it into* piece of divine wosvhip> endeddwW.e 
plain frontispiece, have dignified it with the name of I/Bgm$ 
jBL Louis, Paroisse de Chandernagor* Whe^theekiflWwee 
4>f St. Louis was founded, Thrift tibtbeenetfetf t»eerafa.~ r 
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The ItaBw^bwilt asmall Chapel at Ctitf&oMgfXe, in tb* 
year 1726, as appear* t>y the date engraveg on tbe inner door j 
en the outer door is the foUowing inscription* which shews it 
to have been dedicated to God, and tbe Lady of Loretto. 
D : Et B. M. V. LAVRETAN^S. 

The BuriaJ Grpuao^at Chandernagore is kept in bad order, 
and the monuments are in a ruinous stale : there its no remark- 
able inscription to be«eea there, nor qae earlier than the year 
1729 : immediately on entering the gate, the eye i* attracted 
by a building similar to a MohamepV Moaqne, in Which ia> 
an altar of rude workmanship, decorated agreeably .*> Papal 
custom. This is said to have been erected as an instant re- 
ceptacle for those- who died of contagious disorders, where, 
the bodies remain until they could be conveniently interred. 

Chandernagore, though stripped of its Gallic plumage, ift 
still very populous, and contains in the town e*d itc depen- 
dencies about 50,000 inhabitants. . 



ACCOUNT OF.CttlNSURAH. 



A. PLEASING sai^ of a few^onts conducts you to Chi nsiiraW 
Over Fort Gustavus at the North gate, is, 16oVc87$' 
Over the southern, or garden gate is, 16 o V c 92. The gar-. 
-den was once very beautiful and embellished with the work of 
the StttuatV, but the- Colony having eiperienced the miseries of 
war, ha* fallen to mm -/there are a few native Dutchmen 
nowin Chinsurah; ^ « ' 

- tk% steeple of the Church of Cbinsurah ^as not denned 
as such originally, but merely erected for* the elevaifon of a 
cfcrme clock, the gift of Mr/ &chterman : ' DO tbe steeple is a 
stone bearing an inscription in the Dutch' language, Which has 
been thua- translated to me. 

MjJuiJt , .by A* Sichtermao, Member Bxtraordinary of tbe 
Bigh Council of the Dutch. East India Company* and Gover- 
aorof tbe Bengal Direction, &c. 1742:" 

Mr. Yefnet added the bo<Jy of the Church to this old stee* 
ile : jshepppipc ot building it could not have exceeded 12,000 



upeet* .••-■' 

Mr. Veroet then hrid ttte first* stone of the Church, In whici 
drvine service w^pe^focmed[ op the let of November 1 767. 

In ^he Churcbare fifteeaesoutcheoas, one of which is dated 
1665 * .thi* has been placed there, at the usual ejpence of one 
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Hundred Rupees, b jf the posterity of the deceased, whom I 
cannot name as the escutcheon bear* initials only. The in*- 
ecription on Mr. Vernet's escutcheon is as 'follows': 

"Den weledelen Achtbaaren Meer George-Louis Vernet' 
in Leeven Directeur van Bengaien <geboore» ; tot . S'graaven 
Haage den 1 1 Jan. An 1711, obiit tot-Batavia den 13 De- 
cember, An 1775 Oud 64 Jaar. 

"The Honorable Mr. G.L. Vernet, who when living wa»- 
Governor of Bengal, born at the Hague 1 Ith Jan. 17 11, died- - 
at Batavra 13th December 1775, aged sixty-four/'* '■ 

The Dutch in every colony have " Armen Fonds" or a Poor • 
Fund. On the- capture of Chftisurah in 1795, the fund of- 
that colony Amounted to 31,000 florins, 20,000 of which- arose 
in 1789 from the third* part of a confiscated vessel, the-jtfit— 
toinette. The original part of the fund gradually accumulated 
from fines, churob collections, and- the purchase of ftiooumen-* 
tal ground. The Dutch, to-*- restrict the-vauity ofthe podry 
make the family in humblest circumstances pay the largest 
sum for Bwnumentai ,h#«ouca. A haarae. aad«gaii are-kept 
at the expence of the fund : the hearse is hired at twenty-fit^- 
jupees and the pall at sixteen., 4 4 v ,• * 

Mrs. Vernet Bes interred in the Burial Ground" of Chtasurah* 
under a tomb with no inscription- The ground is in bad order* - 
and contains no monument, dated earlier than 1743. Tlte- 
tomb of the Weston family is the most .remarkable $o£ p> be seetu 
there.. • '' * 

Not far distant from- the Burial Ground of Chinaurah^as am 
icefield, where ice ismade.in.t^e cphi aeasoiw; Ttta inhal^ 
taints, of Chandernagore . hav^ oft^qr^ompla* . *Q.i*e«itdat&- 
Chinsurahjo jpakiag ice, but .hit^iex^p H) <yaiqt.$;iaiach is thQ 
difference of climate between the two settlements*. .tttfcugh no* 
»o«$:tb^a%e^!€p apart : ti^ ^Mmtry about Cluttsu/*1| is 
more^ open.) and. Jevel. ., >■ l - ...,,:. » ...•»..- ; 

In the year. | (594 l ^ pteseat Armenian €huvch at Ghiaaiu> 

rah was founded, by. Marka* Johannes, and completed ia 

■ ^ . *',< -i 1,-rd 

• Mr. Gauge Louis V«etnet, was of a considerable Wnrlj^'aiid'ret 
lated to the famous palmer of that a One. fie was (a hfcr^dtithVone 
of the Pages to Louis' the 15th, bat tt)e r jodgm*nt o/ ^frfteWimadsi 
them seek for a situation which promised mare; «t»]j£adffkatages(aad 
batter prospects of success ; and their influence obtained bis appoint* 
jaeat ia i the . Dutch East • Isttta -Gotopan y's Service /— ft is. bel iet ed ha 
came to India some years before 1750, and that he was la that year 
if oof earMer* ip Bengal.- Ijm be year W56V trfcea *e ravoHMoa took 




iinbazar. lathe year 17^ Mr. V. was Chief at Calcapore, 
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§<fo7 byliis-ibrotfcer* JteebW , k tt th^olo^ ?Chufefc the 

^Armenians liave in BettgU. . . < » 

* The following inscriptions* in' the Armenian » language append 

"toear the altar, and aife thus translated : • 

i *ir HLer^lies wterred Markar, tlie son of €oja Johannes, arv 

Armenian from Julpha, of the country* of ^noshy'lie* was*. 

Honored with the favour of Kings. Dving in this foreign tariff* 

to perpetuate/his memory, he reunited ifoi* boly' church aiid 

ilfedftia^ed it to St. John the Baptist, 1197','' ' 

*"' OiVan6ttier stone is tne following Epitaph ' On' the tomVofc 

Johannes Markup the l sort of JohailneV the- founder of ihfr 

alii I'll . 'c J ' ' • J< / I' I ;» • . - 

CWurch: •, , 

v t Kerf lies the famou? & »ja 

Johannes the Markaiy ai , of 

Ijhe coil u try bl He was if ho- 

nored vvlcii tl ir of King elle4 

iWth, South, «d We*t, < tfiu v 

doostao.Novt 1697/, (> , ; : fi|j ,,,. 

In Chinsiiri is a neat CathbuV Cbapef . dedicated to 

Jesus Maria Joze, which w a* completed in<* /4G\ The fanfou* 
and pious ftfos. Sebastian* SlW^whe waf born in Chinsurah, 
left, on her demise .!»-l'72^;^a^^^f;.^ard8-ibe-erectioo 
ef this Chapel; The owguaalone waarbodfe with mats and straw. 

Chinaorah^H^oglv^an^'Bahdel gje^'ietinct names for what 
may be -called ,*one/" city,* " The^anc\e*t and famous Port? 
©t Hoogly contains- now.ty* a few small houses- and several * 
poor huter Tife lascivious, (Jainstfs of this once gay city slum- 
ber under its ruins : when Jfam-o withdrew from tbence, De«w 
bauchery vanished. Poverty -now' s*alj& ever the ground. 

JitWdogk.and'Hsr .enviroi^.there «ve maov, wty ?yti\l- fall > 
tVeW^'es, Portugueses and bear the names of those imiipttafc < 
hep$k, wj##raja*e 

Sn the'™^ Moamie, on&ft* 




in* 

This famous ConveiiV^ar^s^eligJitfulJy- situated o* the 
banks ofthe^Hooglv: on ap|noaching the froiuispiece of it 
appeared to me to diffuse r a ^Mf*! glee* and struck me 
witbreligiouswawe. l1»$ v <?J»m* ft a W* rMI S ta * one side 
of which forms tbe chapel. ..— ,—r-iv 

The ^Con^ht^TTOnoeTwIfr^alJQ^d' itr 1 53& ^« Ibe same* 

G 3 
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<tO which #M afcttotfatfrn Orphan .House,*, for Ae Protect** 
and Education of Ytfung Ladies. .Merchants, and such as com? 
«rerceeailed to diatAnt parts, committed their families in their 
own absence, to sacerdotal protection in the Recolbimen to of 
*be church of Miseracordia. These sacred buildings, suffered in 
1633, when Cession Khan, . Soubadar of Bengal, by the order 
ef the Emperor Shah Jehan .attacked Michael Rodriguez, 
/iavernor of Hpo^lf, and took the Portuguese .fortress. The 
scythe of time"har long *ince levelled these fabricksiof .JtiUsita* 
*ian grand^u; at Hoqgly. The Conven^of Band?! only regains 
jto point out the spot where' Portugal, in day? cjf yore, raised a 
flourishing colony. The Convent was pulled dowo in,164Q # ; 
and rebuilt by that pious gentleman J, Gomes deSoto. 
. In the Chapel of the Convent is a stone with the following 
inscription rudely cut, two letters are formed in *nany places* 
such as ST/ AN, VA : .this jntfkerft jfliQoflt to bis. understood 
at the first vie w f , particularly as there is no distinction of syU 
l&bles : I here make the distinction, .and terminate -each line 
where it. ends, on „the atone,, but our types do not enable me 
M gfrd'a fee simile, . 
i: ,"' Bate Carrrero'Wand. 

* "" ' '' OvPaserlomGom 

« '-'/'' '% pe SbtoE Sva Mo 

^•'"' " "' ' 'iLler'Peraeles es : . ' : './'" : 
: ''■ iSvs Desseodente • ;< : ": : 

Sonde Estnia Svas '*'<-->«"-': 

* ' "•; rFilhas Sogra ECv* 

'-*','- Nhado Osqv^sma ; " ? if-i 

Ndaran) Faze^ Est ' { ' 

A. Igreia &nb-1661. 
: ' Which informs us/ that this vault was built t>y order of Mr; 
a$. Comes ^e Soto and his wife, for themselves and* their pos* * 
terity r their l)augh ters, Mother** in-Law, *and Brttthers-in- 
♦JLaw are interred here. He directed, this church to be buhV 
Anno 1661. '-" M '':\' •' 

, In the chapel an inscription, glragd and 'framed,' attracted 9 
Ay ejie ':' I present it to the reader Wit^i an explanation of H* . 
\ *' . '•'" '''"■'■'""' '-' Este Altar * ' • • 

DA VIRGEM NOSSA SBNHORA*B# RO2JARI0; • * 
-'•': do Convento dMJgolym ' 

- , '- : »■« \ He J ' ! '•'- 

* 'PrivUegiado ao Sabado, • . * 

^ Peilo Sumo Pontifice ..*'/'' 

!T — ^r .! '-±-rr--- 777? " 

■• lo<th+ Portngactd ullage RscolUneoto, which literally tiputa , 
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i % Benedicto XII. *%> '•' "l"' 

'Anno de MDCCXXV*. 
JThkabewa that •«*. the Chapel waa privileged for Saturdays 



* by the Supreme Pontiff Benedict XII. in 1726,"> 



^ 






THE PORTUGUESE OP CALCUTTA. 



X HE Portuguese under Vasco <te $ama discover^ the p*s* 
sage to'lndia by the Cape cjf 'Good. Hope in 1 497. C*oa #r.aa 
captured, add Fort Emanuel founded,.' by;. Albuquerque jn, 
I5l(J J from thenceforward tp the present flay," this Island has< 
been considered as the capital or the Portuguese conquests,; 
and the seat of the Primate and Metrapoj/tan of all Asia. 

Goa, the first city in which any European power .effected « 
settlement. Our contemporaries have been compelled to solicit; 
£ven the means of existence from the schismatic descendants 
of Europe.' During the famine in ] 793, a Carmelite mojik of the 
Monastery of Nossa Senhora de Carmo was soliciting alms ia 
the streets of Calcutta for the support of bis convent : he ; 
came with a memorial signed by the Heads of his Order. Ia , 
Goa, as in all other places where a Papal Government exists, - 
poverty is to be seen linked with wretchedness. Vet the Por- 
tuguese invariably have made choice of the finest situation 
wherever' they have fixed their abode— as a proof, Goa presents . 
one of the-rnost romantic scenes ftom the sea, of any on the , 
Slalabar CbastV '."The Fort of Algoada forms one side of the , 
entrance to the harbour, and the Monastery, of Nossa Senhora , 
de Carmo on an high point of land, and whose beautiful ap- , 
pearance invites— other sentiments, than those of horrid' 
solitude, and still more horrid .celibacy. 
. IThft Portaguese first entered Bengal as military adventurers : 
in the service of the King of Gour about the year 1538, the' 
last yearof the Government ofNqno cjefcunba, the tenth Vice- 
roy of Ia^ia^, these facts I give on the authority of Manuel 
Sarin y Souza, the Historian of Portuguese Asia, who com* * 
nenceshig history^with the year 1412, and doses it with the . 
jear!640: ;. : ' ; ; .'.. " ,, / : , ."..'.'' . .., 

\ The 8ftnie ^.writer states, that Melapore was erected into n * 
Bishoprioh in 1;607. • .* 

In the year 1599, the Portuguese built a Fort it Hopgly, in J 
the: [fla^b nftw called Cf holegnaut. In the same year, the Mission* , 
aries of the 5 Order of. St. Augustine founded the Convent *>f- 
Qandel, Jh* Cathedral Church of St. Paul, and the Church » 



\ • 



Digitized 



by Google 



«*» 




fir ^SKETCHES OFBKIOAt: 

of Miseracordia, Hor4|hich was attached a Recolbimente- for 
the Protection of Ladies : ibe fouadation oi these sacred build*- 
fags ara to be seen at this da*. The < ottvent of Bandel was 
demolished id L640> and rebuilt by John Gomes Da Sot*, . 

In 1632, the Portuguese committed excesses on the Impe- 
rial Mahal at Hoogly : the ritaperordectteaded satisfaction, 
which was denied bun. The incensed Monarch immediately 
ordered a powerful ara>y> commanded by twenty-two Omrahs, 
to extirpate the Portuguese. Michael Rodrigtifa and his garri- 
son bravely opposed, and t he-Mussel mans would have besiqgft} 
in vain, had not .a Portuguese Mestje, Martin Pereirkjle 
Meilo, beirayed the for treis, by pointing ^pot a trackvthrougl* 
which the etiemy entered ' aiid destroyed alt before them w'uh^ 
ire and sword. 'Michael Rodriguee and 1 $,000 Christian cap t 
tSves were dragged to the Imperial residence at Agra . JShaU 
Jehan commanded them, as skives of war. to be distrionted^' 
among the Mussulman faini lies : of the five- Augustine Friars - 
bought to Ag*A, four were; immediately put to* death : the 
fifth, the Jtev, Fre J. D Cruz, was reserved for peculiar ani. 
Ae-hplarf punishment. Ttiese e« 

When the day of punishment ari 
Mm to be cast in an area to a fiirt 
a* sight of this friar, lost bis nativ 
cd tiiin with his proboscis. The asto 
peror determined on his pardon 
brought to the imperial presence, 
reflect, on any request tie had to m 
plied with. The prudent D Cruz 
time to deliberate, but instantly d< 
own liberty, with permission t 
C^nsttan captives to Bengal. I 
reader as I find fit in tbe archives 

■ i i • *M ~*+mmmmm~m+Ammm t t ■■ ' ■ ' ■ * 1 

•The following it copied fr^ii lbs *rfgioa1 r«c*r&ia<'&igttirtfaW& 
Frior Coovc^io 4€ BHNjrV taeRtoawsr viMMd ia^ matte**} ea. la* 
laptfaageof'Mr. Pope : . !i /f - 

IIow instinct varies 4a iha gravelling swiae* ■•-,.., 
tomfcatM, half reasoning elephant, with tltlae/", 
fCti**** Q die dfelt lead* *)**(»» aietiHar O Marti rlo •' qae fa** nd fcaft»4 
a> l«S3, O lanptrador ordtaaaajae o M« R. P. FY, Jifcao 'd« tfrtit timk 
Jansado ant n*» de ham brafo filefaote por oae eita,<i dej)?4*tafcfe/aa ,»»«* 

Kresenzn e Datoda a ' «aa Corte i ffl'quecido o filefatote da»«A natural* 
raveiH prottraado aoa-pes do dito Padre fea Ihe cortesiaseb defeodea* 
c*»<A4r«itt))fe . V*»**u»i%a.Cattest> oil^ff Trtipe^d^iWrt gr*^© 

?rodigio forao de ham oeimo sentimento* e cssenta/ao qiiera dfnb Mu'ajf 
\ Fr. Joaa-da C*aa «f a »ev? a* da Deos,, e lafofot lewadf q<p/es«f«i* P* 
Itbpetador, o q«ial Ihe ordenoo pediss* o que q^iaette por.qu< Ihe atriar^ 
coWedfdo io4«r; j>*ra etfte Ifce deottmpa de tre? 1 diai porrm o drU-' 
Padrd r^sondeaijtai oao we«e»iHata de laota n telSfpdU •aWeoir* fyke 4 ' 
q*rt*f«« ^*se«*de the, ^oatedesse det Ihe liJserHaiU a«aat*Haff*i. 
Jkogallae com cllr juatamcate, todoi ot ChrUtao* cat it a*. 
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It it certain the Portuguese were again received into favour 
at the Emperor presented them with an Imperial donation of 777 
biggahs of land, which they possesss to this day, under the name 
•f Baodel of Hoogry, otherwise Balaghur. 

By this Imperial grant, the Portuguese were permitted to 
£>und Churches, and the friars were exempted from the autho- 
rity of the Soubahdars or Foujdars, and other officers of state. 
Within ihe limits of their 777 baggaha, they were allowed to 
exercise magisterial power, with regard to the Christians, but 
were denied that of Hfe and death. They were at the same time 
exempted from all tribute. and tolls. 

Before the Portuguese were established at Hoogly, the An* 
gustine Monks founded, the Ubmcbes of CbiUagong, TezgoUg 
and Balasore, but of their foundation I can give no particulars. 
, Job Charuock, tbe father oi Calcutta, settled therein the 
year I 68& - a fe* Portuguese followed him to the new settle- 
ment* where to encrease population and civilization, theEngliab 
Government allotted: them ground for the exercise pf , divine 
worship, on which the Friars of the Order of St. Augustine 
erected a temporary Chapel of mats and straw, and application 
was made to the Prior of Baodel for. a Priest to officiate there.* 
in, ) the Povtugueser congregation .quickly encieased, and before 
^he^eajr 17 00 a brick Chapel was erected in Calcutta at the 
expense of Mis;. Margaret Tench, s-this Chapel was much : en- 
largenVio tfie seat. 1 720, by Mrs. Sebastian* Shaw * during the 
yicarship.^nd.undejr the direction, of the Rev. Pre Francisco 
$a ^s^m^ap^ th#;torab^tQii4s<»f« those .two pious benefac- 
tresses were placed jn a. copspicajws plgc e> alofe in. the walls 
of the old Chape), and now lie, one at ea$h jifte.p^the altas, 
jintbe present chureb; f>t*Th* Kkrgfa-M*F$\oJ> /tare*jr . 
v ; Tjie records of ^he old Chapel were destroyed duringth* 
troubles of J 7-5 6\ . ... v/-j 

',.. When UieEogl^h were i%ea^&he4 in Calcutta, the Pro* 

vincial of Goa assumed to himself the power of appointing 

* Vfcars. to. Calcutta,. who* hedtbe management of the funds 

^of the Church, The Portuguese ja*) season that their Vestry 

^ano* ] VVjaro^na should '/we the fnanagemeut of the funds, : on 

a reinpwtrAnpe.tQi tbe.tfsboy of Mehapore, tfiat.dignitarf 

*af p|eased> tpcqmp I 

-s-ifotfU ## Bishop 

L. D r^ta, Thomas 

perpetual Wardens, IB 

left to the Qljurcb ]b>j '.|j 

one of t he Wardens, 
. were chosen by r, egulki 

now seeing, t&eirxjghfc 

H3 
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«0*fAfr Wardens* Thfo torment wa^tt^wWiljww 
<k»dded by the tfepterae Court in femur of *e- inhabitant* k» 
;|793* The*toit test then* 40;3OO Kapee* •' 

>• In the year 1 796* tkePbi^ttjjufese dtftei-mtiie* fcfr threw doW« 
tb*i*<*d Cl*ltth> awdbeiida wore spadbuto'dn* it* the modern; 
*l\\&. fw6 opitlfliafC brother from Bembayy lirV Joseph Bht** 
Wtte aed Mr. Loot* Bftrfm»o r the tafad* of the* Portugal 
matton fo Oafaattfry stepped ftrwafd on the eecasibri add shew- 
<€>4 th*#*ni* fceat a* Gooe* <te 8oto*;Mr». Tench and MraV 
4Mu# did ef bMl Tbarifet 0tie»**«h« Now Ohurch waelai* 
*m the 1 2th di* of March 1707y«f>don the/ 27th of No?. 179»* 
,*•'*■* cofteeettfted and dedieate&to* the Virgin hfaty of Rotary* 
?Tlui archk«et^^ TWa^dty arr fetoar # wfa* dfewMeJe the* 
4eofrtp!«t4on^fltebtrildfa)f, » * . - 

The family of Battttt*. eaaaeMAwy ejtriy to Am. Captah* 

M'. T. Barrett* eatne in lfOfr ra the fleet wth Adarfral Lopefc 

dSoares. FranciiBarYettaleftrt^^agn»ja4thfbree«aibinl647# 

end died Governor of ©ee> in 156$, - He was the nineteenth 

^Governor of PortUgfttse I «Ba"» torn and generous mart, 

f whose remain* were *eoW£d j&.l4aJiojt jrkb extraordinasir 

t.&onora by King Sebt^m.' ' - - ;4 

- A, M. Barretto, who died hr 1-5 7fl> waa the twenty-thttit €Te- 

pernor of India. HUtory reeoreVadi^iWry of the name of J. N, 

^Sarretto> who wis appointed Pacriarehof jfithiopia, and the 

^eecondinsueeeasien, but lit died in Croa • rffeoet theiniddle of . 

/the atiteenti> century, preparatory to hit departure 4 fot Mthlo-* 

•pi*,— micb were the Ahum head* of thfebigh-foroured, and 

tounifieont • fomily, that - we -ju*r fotmdlf^vknd endowing 

v*h«roheamBa>gah . 1 ' ; r> * ' > 

The Church \S the Vir#V Mary of Rotary coat W^0O Re. 

^Sn btfildtng, 30*009 of Whkh jutae* fnoHb the *e¥e*tie# of the 

r Church, the remaining 60,000 accumulated' by su&sdriptkfti. 

-When the 4 subscription doseaV *H *deftcfciefcewerp'niap / e up 

fcythe Barrettofrrtmjy. ":«■'■» .' i«* >•<. .-«^. -> * litl :* 

* The cldee of the ^eafttgryy ** ^e» A* the 1 'Wmiietteefeertt bf 

; ft, wto distinguished to ^ Utate'V^**te 

•tfecere benefactresses -ie^ the Rowan Clrtltetft 0th>r*b of €\A~ 

^etta, Mrs; Riu<W*th'aid Urn. iftiiteifelphitf M^M: ' ' ; 

The p^entPoffeu^seg* eett th^Owfeb^Ke' tjltarck'of'tne 
?4Poor; and declare it such *i the* i**df<**e* f to'tbe flfenijpiDf 
«t. Tbetntts, fed that no sepreraiey fe' ! fM ^WotW ekd have 
^yddlimonit. '•■< : •-'-' « : :(V " ) >'"•"*■ .» u - ,<; «• 
« Th* P^rtAgiiea* Borirf^^round «t flytel^ana, fa k 4ie rfft 
.dlf Wfe Joaefh^Bamtto, <tvho purthtotal H ih" 17fe5 fpr 8W» 

TNfi^oYiMb '^Miblfao thtfrcb at ^er ampere #^b\f1lt nndfer 
/ite^^^ot.tW -Barrel eo8il4,Q0O*)pe^, 
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&3, the /Danish 'Governor «f that Mfedemeai^ ^ Cht^ 
*r*s coaseec&ted»ia i783> a* I am tekl, and dedicated t* Mfcdre 
deDe<*< ;. • - 

• Ati*ok*w^+*^4ome*tic€h*fdm&\^ to 17S*, by 
**» Barurtta frfwfy* which «oet 900ORup#e*: It was eofia*- 
«fttei i« Oeteber UQ% and dedieafeed ti> the- Vir^tt Mai? 



*■ .■■ ■ . ■' ". ' :. .,., ••; 
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2» i. SKETCHES OF BENGAL. 



a^tipct privileges for himself. TbefaHoiWng exttacY I pre* 

sent to the reader, as immediately connected with niy designs* 

'f , u WhepeteH feisty or more of the Armenian nation shall he-, 

come inhabitants in any of the garrisons, cities, or towns, hed 

Jonging to the Company in the East-Indies,' the ssid Artne- 

.'niaiis shall, not only have and enjoy the, free use and exercise 

of their religion, but jthereshali be also allotted' to them a 

parcel of ground, to erect a Church thereon for the worship 

and service of God in their own way. And that we will also, 

^ our °tf ft^y^^U^aU?Q Q y^^-€hw:ch tfy be built of 

timber, which afterwards the said Armenians nifty alter and 

hoild with stqne, or , other, solid materials, , to their own good 

liking. And the * said Governor and Company Will also allout 

fifty .pounds per annum during the space of seven years, for 

the maintenance of such priest, or minister, as tbey shall chi$e 

. to officiate therein/' Given under the Company's larger Be*), 

&c:&C. June 2?/*'l 688.' M •*«*>-*"•*[ 
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SKBTCHESt)FllBl«3Ab; ^ 8*1 

- The .cojuteetien of tfce Armenians vftfl^fte English re- 
funds j to the rational honour of both parties, as we see m 
jtbe Grant made to Pbanoos Kalender. The Markar family 
.eojoyedthe smiles of Kings and of their Lieutenants. Koji 
Serltaud was conjoined with Mr. Surmao and Mr. Stephenson 
in the English embassy to the Imperial Court of Delhi in 1715. 
. ^)ur contemporaries have seen the great grandson of Phanoos 
Kafenderv'the late Aga Chacbiek Araekel, distinguished by the 
Honourable Company* who transmitted to him a miniature of 
the King of England v ■-.>. . . ' . • , 

• Under the Mogfci Government the Armenians had access 
!6^ublieon1eejs M .asf«sany of them were very oputent merchants* 
feigWy?cespected by the Otarabs*. among, whom they had such 
©onsiderabte influence* ttaafclbe Greeks* were induced to solicit 
thetr|tetron<M^^ : *M^erwhieh't bey were .first introduced into 
•CalcarttW, 'AtKlffJbfithiHpeople, 'until; -very lately* : w>nA;i|ud>r the> 
Jgeneral lappeilaiten ofc Urtwnnee. The < Grerfcs* , ffor their pa- 
trottatse^v faioVfco 1 *he< Armenia* Gburo> ? one A*oot. Rupee for 
revery Oak? of ffleHfea^seu&hey. received « fj^u^JDlretfa* SyU"?t» 
Ba*d«naV As&ajn^&tfoa* i*«tfc»iMo«ttta*da&Ml*,< wfc$th«r : itwas 
sold in Calcutta, or exported for the Turkish market. The 
>Greeks continued tp.gaj t^ .tribute on tH 4 he ) establishment of 
tfeeir own, Church in I7j8i, and t^en, :. as I learn from ail/S. 
Ift Wf. #as)Lii>g$, jtbejr .oop^'munig; was. £rst known in* Great 
Britain 
/ thave no 
.nians of Cal 
'the Epgjiih 
observed tha 
and thelSun 
^gal, the Ar 
rays, and ri 
Rupees.; . t . , .. :11 ui ( 

THE GftEEKS OP CALCfrtT^ 

'COMMERCE allured tne Greeks, as well ^ tbe Ar'f»enia»f > 
c to. an, association with the English- in India.,, 

^ Tbe first eminent Grecian who settled in (jaicutta was Had^ 
Jfce . Atexioua Argyree,** native pf,Pl$Hpppplis ; he came'tp 

Bengal in 1 750.. ' v , ^ 

« . ; ' ■ ?■ ■ " ■', ■ , . ■■■ ■ :i, 1 ' ' ■ , ■ ■ . i. .■.» 

•HHeiirtttde a pilgrimage* to" J'erimaJem r aad the Greeks who do so ao» 
^et*e tbeapt^latiflttof'Ha&jtVVss WtJfa^ the MaVoined«as, *fto go tb > 
Mecca. TheuArmenfato ier«n tfiMMufectoeeisatfaiek.itJi werd^ anU 
'confea^nenOj not fe be found In the Greek Lexicon. 
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ttt ^V SKfi«C«ES*F BEWGitK 

- Mr. Phflip DJuiw, a very old and re*pee€ahle4\xtugtfese 
Merchant of Calcutta, has stated tome, that I he<accbt»panien > 
Alexios Argyree in a voyage from Calcutta for Mocha and 
Judda at the close of the year 1770 in the ship Alexanders. 
Argyree went ts interpreter m tlie Arabic language to Thorrihill, 
•who commanded the vessel. Qn the 29th of Dec. they met 
with a severe gale in which the vessel was dismasted ; at. the 
moment of extreme danger, when all expected the vessel must 
have foundered, Argyree made a solemn* vow to heaven, that if 
they sur? ived the threatening perils he would found a Church 
in Calcutta for the Grecian congregation/ When the gale abat- 
ed they put in and refitted at Madras* and in February 1771 
Proceeded to Mocha, where they took in a eargo of coffee for 
bndicherry : as the season was too for advanced for the vessel 
to proceed to Judda, Captain Thortth ill ■ dispatched • *Argyren 
overiartdto Cairo to procure a Phirmauhd from the Beys for 
liberty for (he English to trade to Sue*: '.Argyree returned 
'successful, and at the commencement of the €toveriu«ent 
of bfo. Hastings, revived a favourable answer to a petition he 
presented for permission to establish a Gsetk ■ Church in Cat* 

CUtta. ' { ' »'»" " *i • '»'-'* • ; ' *♦';.. 

•The Greek Church -Id Calcutta conseqtientijr dates Its 
existence from the year 1772, but : divine service. Had 
been occasionally performed thereby the few Greeks in. this 
Settlement since the year 1769. 

Such additional information as J have respecting the Greek 
"Church in Calcutta I owe to the Rev. Constantio rarthenio,n 
gentleman, polite and communicative ; and one who is unques* 
liooably ' the most enlightened' person' tinder the 'English 
Government of all the descendants of 'rfelfas V 
'. i fiy the sanction of the ^atria'chqf CoBStjantinbple, Argyree 
Vrou^nt a Mirtistei from Alexandria, 'and under the' auspices 
of the munificent Hastings, purchased, with the assistancecf 
the GreeWf^mdfflftfefe m fiWWeY ~ co&ttguous to»~and in the 
rear of, the steeple of. the present Portugese Church of the Vir- 
gin Mary of Rosary, where' diVine service was performed for the 
spiritual benefit of the Greekr-hr Calcutta. Death put a period 
to the further pipus intentions of . Argyree. He died 1 ' «t 
Jfccei on the 1 25th of August 1777.' ^ V 

The foundation of the' present Greek Church was laid in w Jutie 
J780, three years after the death, of Argyree. It was. conse- 
crated on the 6th of Aufertst 'Iftlj and dedicated to TAe*7V«a*/f* 
juration of our Blessed Redeemer on Mount Thabo f. ' 
~ -TBe"! estate of the.. kite Argv } r^e; A And*his survjy^pg, family 
xrmtributed to the purchase of tbegfQuni aod (the erection of 
Mhe building) which cost, together, about thirty thousand rupees, 
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..BKCTCflBS of bengal; ; w its 

but the-prineipalpart of this sum arose from, voluntary fcontri- 
/btttiunt on the solicitation of Mr* Parthenio, a native of Corfu, 
who settled in Bengal tn t775t This gentleman attracted the 
notfiee of Mi 4 . Hastings, who, with that liberality and conde- 
scension km which he was ever distinguished, placed his name 
at the head, of the Subscription for < two thousand rupees, and 
tfcu&set an example to the Btigtisb to encourage the pious in- 
dentions of the Greeks, The English Gentlemen contributed 
largely) and the few poor Greeks trading to Bengal added each 
Abeir into to the .aggregate. The Greek Church is in facta 
Sacellum. - • ». - ••-•*> '" / 

In the Church is a Sanctorum : the Thuribula and Chandeliers 
are of silver, and made after the Jewish fashion. 

The Greek Society, at, Calcutta is called among the brethren 
" The Orthodox Brotherhood of the Greeks in Calcutta/' - • 

There was a fraternal agreement passed among the Greeks 
of Calcutta for the purpose of directing the temporal affairs 
: of their Church, by > which they have resolved, that it is the 
property of themselves and their successors /so- long as any of 
the same nation and < religion remain in Calcutta. The Greeks 
declare the King of .Englandythe ProtectODof their Temple, arid 
.daily implore the Almighty for bis prosperity at the foot of their 
-eJtar. ' «. . :..-.. 

The. ftevemses of the Greek Church at present scarcely 
amount' to eighteen hundred rupees per annum; one part of 
whieh rises from a, taxation on about forty Native Greeks, who 
contribute according to their circumstances, but they are almost 
all poor, as the branches of trade they are engaged in, is of* 
.little importance: the other part arises from the rent of fou. r 
.bouses j one of which had been appropriated for the celebration 
of divine service, in the day* of Argyree* before the foundation 
of the Temple of the Transfiguration } the other three were 
the bequest of pious Greeks on their demise. 

Their Ministers are sent to India, by the permission of the 
Patriarch of Constantinople, from whatever part of Greece the 
congregation are desirous to have them. 

The Greeks in Bengalwduld admit proselytes, were they 
not apprehensive of vagrant Indians throwing themselves on the 
Charity of their community, the aggregate fund of which is 
too small for the purpose of extensive benevolence, or even the 
administration of relief to any, but the indigent of their own 
circumscribed Society, and then the distribution is made with 
a frugal hand. They, however, .admit proselytes inthefol* 
lowing cases: if a Greek wishes to marry a native woman; 
she is first baptized, and their progeny educated conformable 
to the rites of the Greek Church : Several native orphans and 
forlorn youth of both sexes (perhaps Jijty) serving in Grecians 
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an ^r sketches oy bengal; 

families have becnoaptiaed and educated at the expenee oY their 

. matters : there are now several of, thwdescriptienin Bengal, who* 
understand the ancient Grefek, and J*ad and write the modem 
language with facility. In the aisle' of the Church of the Vin» 
gin Mary of Rosary are to be seen- some tomb* stober which 
orginally covered the remains of Turkish Greeks ; few of the 

. Greek Islanders came to Bengal, and at this very day the 
Turkish Greeks prevail in Calcutta j of the small, number from 
the classic ground Demetrius GsJaoos from Athena must be 

. particularized as a man whose accomplishments and skill as a 

. Grammarian have rendered him highly respectable and the 

delight, of the Grecians. This* gentleman pursued his 

studies in. the Sanscrit language at the Oxford of the East. 

i$ucb are the particulars I have been abkrto collect concerning 
our new mercantile associates to which i will subjoin' a mem 

> notice of the Greeks, at Daces. 

At J>acca there are fewai pedling; Greeks* The son of Argy* 
• nee resides them, < •• the surtfivos* « oft jmisfortuoes. Phangiothes 
hAlexois, oalted by thfrtingbthilttV; feurietty, was born- in PhK 
Hppopolis and came* to; India m 1772, under the auspice* of 
his father.: £Ks descent from ArgVree^^hiS' seal; in the days 
of his prosperity, to forward the pions wishes of hw father, and 
his having lost a most amiable wife in 1 798, are ail the circultf* 
atanees that bare oometto my knowledge respeeting.htiifc •»' 

Mrs. Pankrtty lies iinderr monumental honours in the Greek 

. Burial Ground on 4he road from Dacca toTesgong j.tbis grountl 

. she Greeks purchased in 17 W, as the)r drcLnorwish the remains. 

of their brethren should repose in- the- cemetery of -the Porte* 

guese Chapel at Teagonw. Coja Simon, a native of Casaria, 

> chiefly contributed tower*: Use purchase of the Burial Ground* 
The, Greeks first settled at Dacca in the year 17Z& 



X H fi E.N IK 



\- 



> - ■ *. - i. ■ % " > 



Digitized 



by Google 



i ♦ 



. J 



Digitized 



by Google 



I- . • 



Digitized 



by Google 



